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Firstly, according to the office of national statistics, the number of homicide victims at the end of the year March 2020 had shown an increase of 7%, showing a total of 695 victims to homicide.  Homicide can be defined in a number of ways. Stein and Marcus refer to homicide as “the killing of one person by another”. During a war a solider can be killed by one another this would not be an illegal crime and would be classed as homicide but legally (Stein and Marcus, 2019). Sir Edwards Coke defined murder as “unlawfully killing of a reasonable creature in being, under the queen’s peace, with malice afterthought, which is either express or implied, death occurring within a year and a day” (Mitchell, 1986). However due to the law reform act the definition for murder has slightly changed. The modern definition of murder be “to unlawfully kill another person under the Queen’s peace, and to do so intending to kill or cause grievous bodily harm (GBH)”. Showing that the rule of  death occurring within a ‘year and a day’ has now been removed from the legislation. (Law Reform (year and a day rule) act 1996, 1996). Manslaughter is split into two different sections, these include voluntary and involuntary manslaughter which is stated by (Pope, 2017). Browne (2021) claims involuntary manslaughter is where an unlawful killing has happened by was not done deliberately by the individual neither did the individual intend to cause serious bodily harm (Provocation). This type of manslaughter can be done through being reckless, through gross negligence or constructively. An example of gross negligence could be where an individual has not received the care they needed resulting in a death. Constructive manslaughter has been referred to an unlawful act that has been done by the defendant causing serious harm to another person which has resulted in death. However, a risk must have been shown for this type of manslaughter to be considered as well as the Men’s Rea being present in the case which means the intent to do so. (Trevelyan, 2021). Voluntary manslaughter is defined as a ‘provoked’ offense. This could be where the individual has been wound up and not had the ‘cool off’ period which has led the their actions causing an offense. (Berman, 2021).
The current law governing homicide is Wales and England is the Common Law, however the different types of homicide are governed by different laws. Murder is followed by the common law. Voluntary Manslaughter can be found in section 2-3 of The Homicide Act 1957, however there has been a change with this homicide. (Health and social care act, 2012). Coroners and Justice Act (2009) have changed this type of homicide.  The Homicide Act 1957 chapter 11 has shown that the current homicide is believed to be stated as “a person kills another in a course or furtherance of some other offence, however, the killing should not amount to any killing unless it has been done with the same malice afterthought”. (Faulkner, 1957). The homicide laws have been reconsidered a few times. From the definition of homicide, the Law reform (Year and a day rule) Act 1996 have found there needed to be a change, they re-considered and removed this part from the definition of homicide. Therefore, if the investigating of the crime exceeds this time the individual will still be charged for the type of homicide. Chalk (2016) provided an explanation for the homicide law as being a “mess”. From the research it can be seen that there is no structure to the law of homicide. The article states that the law creates “injutise to society” this shows that there is not a clear understanding to individuals in society of the homicide law therefore an indiction that the law needs a reform. When the first proposal for changing the homicide law arised, the governemnt however, did not approve and therefore rejected the proposal. However, then later on agreed to the changes now that have been made to the partial defences (Gibson & Reed, 2018). Through the changes that have been implimented by different acts, the Coroners and Justice act (2009) have confirmed that provocation has been replaced by the partial defence of loss of control (Laver, n.d.). 
In 2006 a report was created by the law commission which suggest to the government they should consider a ‘Three tier system’. This included a first degree murder, second degree murder and manslaughter. First degree murder is the most serious offense where the ‘intent to kill; is involved which would lead the individual to a mandatory life sentence. Second degree murder shows the ‘intent to cause serious harm’which would result in a discretionary life sentence. Manslaughter would then receive the same sentence. (JSHRN briefings, 2021) However, according to the guardian it can be seen that offenses that are being brought down to second degree murder can cause major problems to the public. As the public see murder as “the most serious crime”. However also shows that there are no current problems with how to law currently is. Since the reform the law has now been made to be seen as more understandable (Hedd & Travis, 2016). 
Heald (2018) stated that he did not want a reform for the new law. He believed that the law left this way would be much more understanding for the public. He also stated in the article that replacing the law with a new law would not simply any of the defences. However, from this It could stem that the judgement of all would be the same, as well as arguing that individuals commit murders fir various reasons.
There are key partial defences to murder these are diminished responsibility, loss of control, and suicide pact. Diminished responsibility is stated in the homicide act (1957) as “a person kills or is in party to the killing of another”, this defence is only for murder not the attempt to murder (Campbell ,1997). However, for an individual’s case to be identified with diminished responsibility there must be an indication of ‘abnormality of the mind’ which includes metal illnesses like clinical depression, schizophrenia which relates to the (Moyle ,2008) case. Diminished responsibility has been criticised in a number of ways, (Hamilton, 1981) found there are psychiatrists that have found the definition ‘ethically challenging’. However, with the new definition it is based off a medical disorder being present, therefore, would not be considered if not present. This partial defence is the only defence that can “ reduce the charge to manslaughter” according to (Herring, 2020). (Galappathie & Jethwa, 2018) As previously stated, provocation was another partial defence but has now been replaced with a new partial defence of ‘loss of control’ under the Homicide Act 1957. Provocation is seen to be where the defendant (person charged) has been pushed to their limit, this can be done through their actions as well as what the individual said in the moment. An example of this could by the Clinton (2012) case study. (McAviney, 2010). A criticism made that provocation was believed to be quite bias in the way that it was more right sided to the way men react. However, with the new defence of loss of control, individuals quired much uncertainty to the control of one’s reaction to the provocation. (B.J, 2012).
(Coroners and Justice act 2009 C.25, 2009) provided an explanation of this partial defence to be where the defendant kills or is involved in the killing of another individual. The loss of control consists of a qualifying trigger as well as the objective test. The objective tests is states that “ an individual of a defendants sex and age, with a normal degree of tolerance and self-restraint but are in the same circumstances as D, might have reacted in the same or in a similar way to the defendant”. All 3 of these factors must be considered in great detail by the trial judge. (Homicide Murder and Manslaughter, 2019). The qualfying trigger from s 55 (3) for loss of control must be when the defendant is in fear of serious violence from the victim who is against the defendant or another individual. A good example case of this is the Pearson (1992). However the defendant must in the caseof causing a death must not come across as with their actions being down to revenge. The final partial defence is suicide pact. (Child & Ormerod, 2017) provided an explanation for this defence as the defendant having an agreement they both the defendant and the vistim die together. Both authors confirm that the intension of the defendant when killing the victim will die in line of the agreement. 
From the research conducted to conclude, it has shown that the law governing homicide in both England and Wales did not have a clear lay out for the understanding of the public. Which has been stated by the Law Commission (2005) that there is a need of reform. In the report written by the (QC, 2004) it has been stated that there are rules in the law commission that have been left and not be changed, even after the government knowing that the law has been stated as a “mess”. This the followed on to leading to the realise in 2006 of the new report for murder and manslaughter. The article from the Guardian states that the law should not be reformed however, with the new reform and the changes that have been made there is now a much clearer understanding to the public of the partial defences. However, it is still claimed that definitions are broad and that there is “uncertainty” of terms. The law commission have stated that the law on homicide is not very wide in the sense that it only had two categories of murder and manslaughter. The introduction of men’s rea and actus reus must now be present and considered in cases due to the reform. Overall, from the research conducted it shows that with the changes made by the law commission and government the reform in England and Wales has given a better understand but therefore, still needs improvements across the law.
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