[bookmark: _GoBack]What are the parts of the wedding ceremony and why are they important?


This essay looks at the importance of different parts of the wedding ceremony in classical Athens. It will look at the singing and dancing that occurred throughout the occasion, as well as the feast and the procession of the bridal party.

The wedding feast was greatly important as it gathered the family and friends of the bride and bride-groom in celebration. Often organised by both families of the couple[footnoteRef:1], it consisted of prenuptial sacrifices of meat for the gods[footnoteRef:2]. Men and women were segregated at the sumptuous feast, as shown in the play Anakalyptomene by Euangelos[footnoteRef:3]. Sesame cakes were traditionally served at the feast, aimed to increase the couple’s fertility[footnoteRef:4]. [1:  Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.22.]  [2:  Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.22.]  [3:  Euangelos, Anakalyptomene ]  [4:  Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.23.] 


Music played an important role in weddings, as well as other occasions, in Ancient Athens. Songs specific to the bride and bride-groom were created for the occasion as a way to honour and praise them, with comparisons to gods like Aphrodite and Adonis and heroes like Helen and Heracles[footnoteRef:5]. Other songs consisted of wishes of good fortune and prosperity, as well as the singing of skolia[footnoteRef:6]. Dancing - like singing - occurred through the wedding, with both men and women celebrating the couple however, they danced in separate groups[footnoteRef:7]; showing the inequality between them. [5:  Lucian, Symp. 41.]  [6:  Aristoxenus 125 Wehrli.]  [7: Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.25.] 


The procession is the most important part of the wedding as it takes the bride from her father’s home to that of the bride-groom[footnoteRef:8]. Songs and dances take place and torches play an important role as they are carried by the mothers of the couple, each lit at the hearth of the bride and bride-groom’s homes[footnoteRef:9], symbolising her transfer from one home to the other. Another tradition observed during the procession is the pelting of the couple with flowers, as described by Charion[footnoteRef:10], though, it is possible it was romanticised in his novel. [8:  Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.26.]  [9:  Oakley, J.H.; Sinos, R.H. (1993) The Wedding in Ancient Athens. p.26.]  [10:  Chariton, Callirhoe] 


There were many parts to the wedding ceremony in classical Athens, each with varying degrees of importance. There was a feast, songs and dances, and most importantly the procession. Other parts include the anakalypteria, a gift given by the groom to his bride. The hearth and the bridal chamber were also of importance as they signified the bride’s move from one oikos to the oikos of the bride-groom.
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