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Hello, everyone, my name is Emma Thomas, and I will be representing South Wales police force. My job role is a Police Child Protection Officer, and it is my duty to ensure that any child abuse and safeguarding concerns are fully investigated (Fox, 2019).  My Colleagues have attended the address in question on two separate occasions after they have received reports of suspected domestic violence from concerned individuals. Due to the General Data Protection Regulations, I will not disclose the address. My colleagues attended the address after reports came in of a disturbance at the property. When they arrived, they could hear raised voices from inside, Sarah opened the door, and the attending officers could clearly see that she been crying. They explained why they were there and asked her if everything was ok, Sarah told them that everything was fine. The officers asked to enter the property so that they could ensure that everything was ok and everyone inside was safe, and she refused entry so the police officers explained to her that under The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 section 17 they do have the power to enter without permission, she then allowed them access into the property. The police officers were led into the kitchen where there was a male present, this male was identified as Steve. Both Sarah and Steve explained that they had earlier had a disagreement over money. Sarah suggested that it may have sounded louder than it was due to all the windows being open. The officers were aware that there were children present in the property and asked to check on them both and explained that under section 11 of the Children’s Act 2004 they have a duty of care to ensure the safety of all children present. They found them both fast asleep in a cot and a toddler bed upstairs in the same bedroom. The officers noticed that there were several empty bottles of beer lying around on the kitchen side and that the house was rather messy with dirty dishes and pots and pans covering most of the sides, but nothing to cause significant cause for concern in line with The Children’s Act 1989. Further enquiries at the police station led to us uncovering that Steve Jones is known to the police for previous alcohol related crimes and has previously had reports of domestic abuse from an ex-partner, however due to lack of evidence and statements being retracted this went no further. Due to the nature of it being a suspected domestic abuse call we followed the advice from The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 and the Wales Child Protection Procedures 2019 and shared this information with social services. Hari can you confirm this report was received? 
The second report was just over a week later, the person reported that the children had been heard crying for a long period of time followed by a lot of shouting and swearing. Two different officers attended the property. Steve opened the door, he seemed rather angry and agitated according to their report and the officers could smell a strong smell of alcohol on his breath. Their opinion was that he was intoxicated. He allowed the officers access to the property. The officers noticed a hole in the kitchen door shaped like a fist, when questioned Steve said that Sarah’s son Leo had thrown a toy at the door. Sarah was sat in the kitchen, she did not make eye contact with the officers, but she did confirm this. The officers could see general rubbish and dirty nappies lying around on the floor. The one officer described a dirty smell being in the air. The officers heard crying from upstairs so went up to check on the children they found both children awake, no sheets on either the bed or cot. The baby, Jess was wearing a heavily stained t- shirt and no bottoms; Leo was wearing stained pyjama bottoms and no top.  The baby’s nappy was extremely full, and Leo had clearly wet the bed. When questioned Sarah said they had both been sick several times already, so she was washing them, but had no explanations about the dirty clothes, full nappy and wet bed. The officers described Sarah as being withdrawn.  The officers asked Leo if he was ok, he would not look at the officers and hesitated to say that he was ok. The police explained to Sarah and Steve under section 28 of The Children’s Act 2004 they have a duty of care to ensure they safeguard and promote the welfare of children and that they would be making another referral to social services immediately. 
I have followed the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) act 2014 and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and shared all of my information and reports with Social services. 
Due to Steve being known to the police we believe that he is a threat to Sarah and her children. According to the NSPCC (2025) domestic abuse can impact on a child’s mental health and well-being.  The above findings suggest that the children could be subject to neglect with a risk of emotional abuse.  I think that the children fall into the category under section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 that they are at risk of neglect or harm, so my recommendation is that they are placed on Child Protection to ensure their safety. Thank you for listening to my report. 
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