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[bookmark: _fqbwbs8ympf1]Executive summary
There is a huge debate for and against on whether the country should change age of voting from 18 to 16 years old. This is due to many factors such as 16 year olds face the same things that 18 year olds and above do also such as work but earning less even if they work the same job and role. They can go to the army, can legally have a family. So therefore many 16 year olds want their voices heard and should have the same rights as adults do within voting and politics. There are also reasons to why they should not vote. Such as since they are not even legally old enough to buy alcohol then why should they be trusted to vote and make crucial decisions for the country.
[bookmark: _i56jfjvqn8jm] Introduction 
Throughout this report I will be examining to why the voting age should be lowered. I will be discussing why it should and should not be lowered and as a reader I would like you to evaluate both sides of the argument. The purpose of this study is to find out what age bracket should be considered when voting, this is to take into regard the younger people in society which will be living in the world as they grow older therefore their opinions should be taken into consideration. On the other hand should the older generation be relied on making the decision of voting as they are considered to be ‘wiser’ and therefore knows what is best for the upcoming generation. 
[bookmark: _lzlogm9sixh]Main findings 
The voting age in the UK is currently 18 years old. However there have been a lot of discussions across schools, universities and even within politics in the UK to decide whether to reduce the age of voting. The University of Huddersfield have received a grant of £119,000 from the ‘Leverhulme Trust’ fund so they are able to carry out research within the political debates to lowering the voting age to 16. 
Dr Andrew Mycock and Professor Jonathan Tonge are carrying out the investigation and research to find out whether it will be a good idea to reduce the voting age.  
On the website, I have gathered that there are many reasons for against lowering the voting age, one reason against the idea is ‘’16-year-old should be prohibited from serving on a jury, standing as a candidate in an election, driving, or buying an alcoholic drink, yet allowed to vote, needs serious consideration’’ (December 2017 University of Huddersfield). This is suggesting that since 16 year old by law are not able to carry out particular actions such as purchasing alcohol or driving. This quote emphasizes that 16 year olds are not ‘adult’ enough to make an impact to the laws/ bills of the country. Therefore, before lowering the age of voting, politicians should take into consideration that since they are not able to drive, purchase alcohol and even serve on a jury, they need to question if they can vote and if the law changes for them to vote, this can cause a huge uproar between politicians. This is because if politicians believe that 16 year olds are able to vote, then they should be able to have other important responsibilities such as driving.
Dr Andrew Mycock and Professor Jonathan Tonge are in support for the voting age to be reduced. They were part of a ‘Youth Citizen Commission’ to promote and inspire more younger people to get involved with politics. 
On the other hand, there are many arguments for lowering the voting age. On the website ‘Britpolitics’ it has information to why the voting age should be lowered to the age of 16. One example of why it should be lowered is, since “16 year olds can marry, join the armed forces and consent to medical treatment.” (Britpolitics, 2019). This supports the reason to why the voting age should be lowered, as since they are able to be trusted with prescribing medicine and this is an important task as it could be a risk to someone’s health. Also, as they are able to join the army, they are entrusted to protect our country at such a young age then they should also be able to contribute with the politics and become more involved with the upcoming and changes of our laws. Another reason for the argument of lowering the voting age is 
“A wide range of political decisions affect them such as tax rates, job seekers’ allowance, university fees, bullying and public transport.”(Britpolitics, 2019).
This quote is suggesting that since people at the age of 16 get affected by the law such as tax rates. A lot of the young citizens are affected by the law, therefore their opinions should be heard such as having the same role in a job as someone but are getting paid less due to their age. It can be argued that people at 16 are paying bills the same as 18+ year olds. Therefore, if the voting age is lowered and 16 year olds can vote, this means politicians are able to act on the problems that are currently affecting 16 year olds.


Conclusion
Overall, the topic of reducing the voting age to 16 years old is a big decision and all factors should be taken into consideration for and against this idea, in order to come to the correct final decision. Based on the information I have researched there many good reasons to why the voting age should be lowered such as since they are responsible enough to be trusted to work and join the army they should be trusted to vote and therefore meaning politicians can act on the problems that the younger people do face. On the other hand there are reasons for against lowering the age for voting to 16, since they are not even legally allowed to buy alcohol then why should they be allowed to vote.    

Recommendations
I recommend that the voices of 16 year olds all around the schools within the UK should be heard in order to help the politicians make a final decision whether to lower the voting age or not. Also another good recommendation is what Dr Mycock and Professor Tonge done which is to popularise and educate the younger people, in order to encourage and give them the right knowledge in preparation for them to vote what they believe in is right.
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