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Script 

In recent weeks I have been exploring the experiences of young people in the 70’s in comparison to today. Over the next few minutes I’ll be sharing some of my findings including some significant moments that shaped youth work for young people then and in years to come.

The end of the seventies, was over 46 years ago now, the young people then were named the ‘baby boom’ generation following the post war rise in births. The 70’s was a period of highs and lows for youth work. This was largely due to the sector receiving high investment that came as a result of the Albemarle Report in 1960, the report was a catalyst that  increased funding and resources for the sector (Muirhead, 2020), followed by a reduction in funding in the late 70’s under the conservative government which meant youth services struggled to maintain the facilities they had gained a few years before.

So what did life look like in 70’s? Throughout the decade there were a total of four prime ministers, five if you count both occasions Labour candidate Harold Wilson was elected according to (Gov.uk). The music scene was booming from rock to disco and everything in between and flared trousers were all the rage. Joking aside, the decade brought change to the uk and much further afield. 

One thing that hasn’t changed is the need young people have to ‘fit in’ and influences from both peers and the media has always been powerful. Tarrant argues that young people psychologically benefit from belonging to a group as do their social skills (Tarrant, 2002). With technology minimal and coloured televisions only just emerging 50 years ago young people were heavily influenced by music, music was not only entertainment but it helped young people establish their identity. Young people accessed music wherever they could, record shops, Dial a Disk and ‘top of the pops’. 

A BBC article explains that the beginning of the decade even saw the first Glastonbury Festival at a dairy farm in Somerset, (Burke, 2025). Glastonbury today is a perfect example of how music has the power to influence communities. Since it began in 1970 Glastonbury has opened the political conversation when it comes to equality, climate change and elections. We can see this is still the case today, with acts such as ‘Kneecap’ causing a political stir on the stage a BBC article explains (McKee, Eggert 2025) - the difference is, today you don’t have to be witnessing these demonstrations in person to see the impact. As technology has advanced Young people today have constant digital connection not only to their peers but to the news, according to research conducted by Ofcom 1 in 10 people aged 12-15 chose TikTok to be their main news source in 2025 (Ofcom, 2025) which is a stark difference to the pre-digital newspapers and radio of the 70’s. 

Although the news wasn’t as easily accessible as it is today there were some real pivotal moments in history that took place during the 70’s that had huge ramifications for young people and generations to come. One of these being, it was the beginning of equality in Britain for the LGBTQ+ community. According to the Stonewall foundation, the Stonewall riots that took place in New York, USA in 1969 hit the headlines all over the world and slowly the acceptance of homosexuality grew (Stonewall, n.d). Although homosexuality was partially decriminalised a few years prior to the 70’s with the Sexual Offences Act 1967 it wasn’t until 1970 when the Gay Liberation Front was founded, the group went on to challenge homophobic beliefs and celebrate all sexualities. Continuing to fight for acceptance, the first Pride event took place in the uk in 1972 and the Pride flag was created shortly after according to the English heritage foundation (Elizabeth, n.d). This movement has paved the way for how youth work supports young people who are part of the LGBTQ+ community and also those who express homophobic beliefs. As stated in the National Occupational Standards 2023, youth workers must “promote inclusion, equality and the valuing of diversity” (CLD standards council scotland 2019). This is reiterated in the Youth Work in Wales principles and purposes framework where it says youth work should be “grounded in respect for young people and in the principles of inclusion and equal opportunity” (Youth work in Wales 2022).

It wasn’t just the LGBTQ+ community that saw change in the 70’s, it was also a significant decade for feminism. Whilst education and employment opportunities for females were not equal to their male counterparts in the early 70s, equality did improve for woman and girls as the decade went on, and in 1975 Britain saw the Sex Discrimination act being published along with the Equal Pay Act 1970 coming into action according to Rogers cited in Youth in Society, 1997 . The decade also saw the return of women's football after the FA banned it and stated - “the game of football is quite unsuitable for females and ought not to be encouraged.” just shy of 50 years earlier, this can be found on the FA website (The FA, n.d). In the final year of the 70’s Great Britain elected their first female prime minister Margaret Thatcher, a ground breaking achievement for women Rogers is cited in Youth in Society, 1997 albeit the beginning of the decline for youth service. Thankfully over time the UK has continued to move forward and we now live in a much more equal Britain.

Youth work practice has kept up with the times, In the Fairbairn-Milson Report it suggests that girls have less opportunities than boys, however it was believed that the Youth Service may be able to rectify these inequalities with informal education and opportunities  (Department of Education and Science 1969). In the text what is youth work it is said that in 1970 Sylvia Pankhurst offered youth work sessions to female young people at the Manchester University settlement, claiming that ‘Girls are People Too’  and it is believed that female youth workers encouraged female young people to challenge preconceived ideas of women (Batsleer, Davies 2010). Today youth workers continue to encourage girls and boys alike to challenge socially constructed gender norms and embrace all opportunities that interest them regardless of stereotypes (Batsleer, Davies 2010). 

Much like today the cost of living in 1970’s Britain was a challenge for many. One example of this is the strike action that took place on two separate occasions by coal miners asking for fair pay, the second of the strikes saw the highest volume of people on strike in Britain since 1926 (Cannadine, 2000). These concerns around employment were not isolated, In the Albemarle Report 1960 it was predicted that Britain would see more young people out of work than in previous years, it suggested that the youth service may need to offer additional support to those who left school and were unemployed (Muirhead, A. 2020). As predicted the unemployment of young people did rise and under the Labour government the Youth Opportunities Programme was established (Edwards, 1985). Today youth work supports young people in their transition into adulthood which includes equipping them with the skills that will support them to enter the workforce. There are many third sector youth organisations that specifically target young people who are not in education or training. This aspect of youth work is represented in the national occupation standards today in section B1 - “Facilitate the personal, social, spiritual and educational development of young people” (CLD standards council scotland, 2019 p.6) which includes developing their skills to enter education, training and employment. 

Its clear that the people of the 70’s were fierce and determined for change. The actions of ordinary people paved the way not only for youth work then but for a more equal society in Britain for all.

Thanks for listening.
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