Name: Hannah BROWN
Student Number: 2132004

Assignment 1
Essay 1 – Assess the effectiveness of independent bodies (e.g. IOPC, HMICFRS) in holding the police to account (word count 1000)
Answer:
This essay will assess the effectiveness of independent bodies and how they hold police to account. The role of the Independent Office for police conduct (IOPC) and His Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC). 
It’s important that authorities holding police to account are impartial and do not form part of the organisation. His Majesty’s inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) has existed for 160 years and the independent office for police conduct (IOPC). The IOPC’s mission is to improve public confidence in policing, ensuring that police are accountable for their actions, the IOPC is independent from the police and government (LOCKWOOD, June 4th, 2020). They investigate police conduct after a serious incident, an incident involving a death, they will also investigate allegations of serious corruption, police conduct and neglect of duty. The work carried out by the IOPC has changed how police forces across England and Wales function and implemented further training for officers to assist them with delivering a better service to the public. The IPOC continue learning from investigations carried out and share these lessons online. Tom WHITING the acting Director General said, “We’re helping to improve policing through our work and leadership- making a difference to the issues that matter to you” (Police Conduct, n.d.)
Police forces must refer allegations of serious corruption to the IOPC, forces are required to report any allegation of officer’s that have abused or abusing their position, this could be for a sexual gain or seeking to gain an inappropriate emotional relationship (HMICFRS, 2011). 
An investigation conducted by the IOPC in Avon and Somerset in June 2021, relating to a concern for a male. A former friend of the male reported a concern for welfare for this male and due to staffing levels officers didn’t attend until later, the male was found unresponsive at a friend’s address and later died. During the investigation the IOPC didn’t find any evidence or indication that any police officers had behaved in a manner that would justify the bringing of disciplinary (IOPC independent Office for Police Conduct, 2021)
If fault was found the IOPC would produce a report detailing the case and their analysis of the evidence gathered, this could be statements obtained from witnesses and other police officers that were present at the incident. The police force then review what the IOPC have decided, this could be further training or individuals facing either a misconduct hearing or gross misconduct hearing. The force have an opportunity to make their own representation about what should happen. The IOPC will consider the response and they will have the final decision of what happens because of the whole investigation. (Police Conduct, n.d.)
The HMIC inspect local police forces within the UK,  they ask police forces questions they believe that the public seek answers to. They use expertise to interpret the evidence and make recommendations for improvement. The public want the police service to succeed in their duties to keep people safe and secure. It is in the public interest for the quality of policing to keep improving. (HMIC 2022). The HMIC inspect police forces in England and Wales annually and use The Police Effectiveness, Efficiency and Legitimacy (PEEL) inspection. This is where the HMIC inspect how well a police force is doing in several areas of policing, this could be how that force is reacting to burglaries or anti-social behaviour and what they are doing about it and if any improvements can be made to deliver a better service to the public. (HMICFRS, 2017).
There is currently an investigation involving GWENT POLICE where some inappropriate messages have been sent within a group chat within the WHATSAPP application on social media. Recently ITV news has documented that there are 11 officers that are currently under investigation after a retired officer took his own life and after looking at his phone it was found that there were “abhorrent and vile” messages within this messaging platform. The article stated that GWENT POLICE didn’t report the messages initially to the IOPC as they were dealing with the family of the deceased. The family felt that nothing was being done in relation to what had been found on the phones, so they felt it necessary to report this matter to the press.(News, 2023). It was found that the IOPC received referrals and information from GWENT POLICE during the week of November 2022 after the news article was released in relation to messages that were found on a WHATSAPP group after the death of a police officer. (Police Conduct, n.d.)
The IOPC Director David ford said “Our investigation is examining the exchange of messages, unauthorised sharing of police information, and whether and serving police officers failed to challenge or report the conduct of their colleagues” The IOPC stated that they are looking at officers which range from rank of constable to inspector, as more evidence comes to light if there are any offences highlighted then this will be reviewed  (IOPC independent office of police conduct. 19 April 2023).
Another case within the SOUTH WALES police force area back in the late 80’s called the Cardiff 5. This case was a female called Lynette White, who was found murdered in her home in Cardiff on valentine’s day 1988. Five innocent men were arrested and three were wrongly convicted of the crime and sentenced to life in prison. This was the most vicious attack the Welsh capital had ever seen. Jeffrey Gafoor who was later convicted of her murder slit her throat and stabbed Lynette multiple times. The police were under pressure to find the killer and bring them to justice quickly, but due to the lack of forensic science and Gafoor having no criminal history and his use of prostitutes had passed unnoticed. This led to the wrongly conviction of five black males. (Sekar, 2017). It was found that the prime suspect was a white male, but five black males were arrested. It was only back in 1992 when the families of the three males convicted, made an appeal, they were released, an investigation took place into how the officers in the case dealt with the case and the arrests. After a review by the independent police complaints commission (IPCC) 30 people were arrested, 19 of whom were serving or retired police officers. In 2011, eight former police officers were charged with conspiring to pervert the course of justice.  (Lewis, 2021)
In conclusion if an external authority wasn’t involved in this case, these officers could have continued to commit crimes and innocent people wrongly sent to prison for crimes they didn’t commit.
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Essay 2 – “Organised crime is serious crime planned, coordinated, and conducted by people working together on a continuing basis. Their motivation if often, but not always, financial gain” (Home Office, 2013). Outline potential links between serious and organised crime and public protection issues (word count 1000)
 This essay will detail serious and organised crime. It will discuss public protection issues and the connection these have and how these two issues interlink with each other.
The UK Government and the National Crime Agency (NCA) define serious and organised crime (SOC) as serious crime planned coordinated and conducted by people working together on a continuing basis. Their motivation is often, not always, financial gain. Organised criminals working together for a particular criminal activity are called organised crime groups (OCG). (Home Office, 2014). An OCG are groups of individuals who undertake criminal activities to supply and distribution of drugs, sophisticated theft and robbery, child sexual exploitation, including the sharing of indecent images of children online (Tackling serious and organised crime a local response Report, n.d.)
Serious and organised crime can happen within large areas and can be international but there are also several organised crime groups set up within small communities and this can have an impact on the communities themselves. This can harm not only individuals, but it can harm families from different cultures, businesses, the environment, and people’s lifestyles. Statistics will show that there are 350,000 individuals estimated to be involved in serious and organised crime in the UK and that there are 4,772 organised crime groups mapped in the UK. (National Crime Agency, 2020)
These groups will prey on the vulnerable, so the most deprived areas are at greater risk. These individuals will befriend young people within communities, they will groom them and gain their trust and make them feel part of a peer group and this is where these young and vulnerable children will become victims of exploitation, this leads to a public protection concern. The public protection issues are for the public, this can be young people who are at risk of child sexual exploitation and criminal exploitation, this can lead to online grooming and indecent images of children. These offenders have access to children not only on the street but online too.  Interviews were carried out within the Wolverhampton and Coventry area, young people within these communities along with representatives stated that young people from deprived areas are more at risk of getting involved in gangs as they can be coerced into carrying, holding and dealing drugs as they are looking for a sense of identity and purpose and they could also be afraid to speak up against these gang members for fear of repercussions and non-compliance. (Reducing the Impact of Serious Organised Crime in Local Communities, n.d.)
What is online grooming and child sexual exploitation (CSE)- this is a form of child sexual abuse (CSA) where the victim is usually given something, whether food, money, drugs, alcohol, or gifts, in exchange for sexual activity with the abuser. (Crimestoppers, 2022)
There is a risk of vulnerable adults in communities becoming a victim of ‘Cuckooing’. This tactic is known as ‘cuckooing’, after the bird that invades nests, with victims left with little choice but to cooperate. Offenders will use these properties to try and remain undetected by the authorities, they befriend these individuals and at times coerce these individuals to get involved in crime themselves. This can then have not only an impact on the individual but on the community, neighbours may become aware of what is going on and is could disrupt the neighbourhood as it will bring crime to the area. (Lee, 2022)
A case within the last decade called the ROCHDALE Abuse scandal, where several young girls were sexually exploited by several older Indian men who ran owned various takeaways in the local area. These men gave these females money, gifts, and food to coerce them into engaging in sexual activity. This led to a large investigation where the police and social services were held to account for failings to protect these young children. (BBC News, 2013).
Statistics show that nearly 2.9 million accounts registered on the worst child sexual abuse sites in the dark web worldwide, more than 5% are believed to belong to offenders based in the UK. The number of referrals to the national crime agency (NCA) from industry reporting online child sexual abuse and exploitation has increased by 700% since 2012. The number of ‘county line’ drug supply lines has increased from 720 to around 2,000 in a little over a year. (WINCHESTER , 2020).
County lines is where criminals are using individuals to become involved with crime. County lines is a form a criminal exploitation. It is when criminals coerce young children into carrying drugs across the country.  The ‘lines’ refer to mobile phones that are used and the travel involved with going into different areas with these drugs (The Children’s Society, 2023).
Seeing the links between the two areas, what is put in place to try and protect the vulnerable members of the community? There are several charities such as Children’s Society which are working with emergency services and offering training to staff to identify children that are at risk. There are dedicated departments within each police force which identify children who are at risk from exploitation, this department is called QUARTZ – The children identified, are monitored regularly and officers engage with these individuals. A HMRC report for Gwent police back in 2017, detailed, officers understood the importance of identifying the early signs of vulnerability for children. The coordinated approach to vulnerable people and develop a joint strategy with the police and crime commissioner to strengthen knowledge and professional practice. The force works with partner agencies to tackle child sexual exploitation, this is when safeguarding is put in place at a local level. (An inspection of Gwent Police, 2018).
As technology advances, young people are online more than ever there is a risk that young people will become a victim of crime or being coerced into offending through no fault of their own. Children are at risk of becoming victims of sexual exploitation online as registered sex offenders use this form of technology to pose as minors starting conversations with young people, asking for photos or videos. A report from the University of New Hampshire detailed that these forms of crimes have increased from 2,577 arrests in year 2000 to 8,144 arrest in 2009. (Wolak, Finkelhor and Mitchell, 2012) 
In conclusion as cases are highlighted regarding organised crime and public protection, forces are implementing strategies to tackle this issue and work with communities to identify concerns early. The only concern is gaining the communities trust as people still find it difficult to trust the police and this could cause some people to fall through the net and become a victim. 
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Essay 3 – Is early intervention the most effective means of preventing young people from becoming involved in gangs? (word count 1000)
This essay it will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of early intervention for young people and the work that is currently being undertaken to focus on young people deterring them from getting involved in gangs within communities. 
The early intervention foundation 2020, states that intervention is identifying and providing support to children who are at risk of becoming involved in criminality, identify children’s mental health and dealing with situations in school and at home.  (Early Intervention Foundation, 2020).
Early intervention is key to try and assist and support the vulnerable children and young people within the communities across the nation, to prevent them from becoming involved in crime. It’s important to identify the signs of young people and children that are dealing with adverse experiences. One way in which organisations and agencies are assisting young people with early intervention is identifying, childhood adverse experiences (ACE’s). These are traumatic events occurring before the age of 18. ACEs include all types of abuse and neglect as well as parental mental illness, substance use, divorce, incarceration, and domestic violence (Childwelfare.gov, 2018). Back in the late 90s the prime minister at the time Tony Blair focused on early intervention and work with families whose children were on the cusp of crime, the project was called ‘Catch them early’, this was working with the youth offending teams in the most deprived areas. Blair took a personal interest in this plan and said that ‘you can predict and detect the children and families likely to go wrong’. (Maggie and Enver, 2009)
Local authorities along with several emergency services, are working together to identify those families that are living with ACE’s. As detailed above these ACE’s can occur at an early stage and this can be in a school within the early years of education. If a student is coming into school tired and irritable and this is then affecting their studies, then this can be an indication that they are experiencing ACE’s. There is a system called Operation Encompass which is used when emergency services attend a call at the home address and there has been an incident of domestic violence. This information needs to be shared with the school and social services so that systems can be put in place to support that child. This is also a tool to assist the police in identifying any criminal offences that could be taking place behind closed doors and safeguarding everyone within the home.
There is more research that is needed to establish if the higher number of adverse childhood experiences will increase your chance on offending, however research conducted by the Cambridge quality checklist illustrated that out of 124 students involved in the study that over 87% of justice involved young people across 13 countries experienced at least one traumatic event. Prevalence of individual ACE’s ranged from 12.2% for childhood sexual abuse to 80.4% for parental separation among justice involved young people. (Malvaso et al., 2021)
Operation encompass is a police and education early information safeguarding partnership enabling schools to offer immediate support to children experiencing domestic abuse (operation compass, n.d).This safeguarding tool was created back in early 2010 after a young child presented a change in behaviour whilst in school, this child when from a happy child to refusing to come out of the classroom and hiding under the desk. Staff within the school noticed this change. It wasn’t till several months later when staff were talking about this child that they were informed that this child has been witness to an extremely violent domestic abuse incident in the home and the police were aware but didn’t at the time share this information. This is when Elizabeth and David Carney-Howarth created operation encompass so that support can be given at this early stage to children within the school environment and this meant that agencies were working and talking to each other for the best interest in the child. (Operation encompass, n.d). 
Looking at the impact that early intervention has on young people and how this can impact these individuals and preventing them from joining a gang and being criminally exploited. A report by (WADDLE, March 2018) states that early intervention is needing in primary schools for children as young as 7 years of age. Within this report they found that those schools who didn’t have a system or relationship with the police didn’t understand the impact on adverse child experiences or that of child sexual exploitation. These school lacked the understanding and training to identify these signs and in turn the children in these school could have been at risk of falling into a life of crime or risk of becoming and offender themselves, which could have been prevented. The research also found that there is a cost implication with early intervention and not having this in place. If early intervention isn’t in place and these vulnerable children fall through the net, then they will fall into a possible lifestyle of crime, and this will have an impact on the police on crime and then this will have an impact on the community and this will have a long-term cost. 
The key element with safeguarding children and preventing them from becoming involved in criminality is communication and education. It’s not the sole job of the educational authorities, social services, or the police to work together, it’s also key to have the community working well and reporting any suspicions. 
The NSPCC, 2012 states that engaging with parents and carers can help protect children and young people who are at risk of being criminally exploited. Parents and carers need support with identifying the risks and it’s all about education as there is still a lot of fear surrounding these issues. These fears could be that they will have their children taken from them and that they would face criminal charges. The key is to identify these signs early to prevent things escalating. (NSPCC,2021)
In conclusion, early intervention is one of the most effective means of protecting vulnerable children at an early age, but this needs the input from a variety of authorities working together to share information. There are still areas that authorities could assist with, and this would be the focus in secondary school age children. There are school’s liaison officers in place across the country but more interaction with this age group would be beneficial. 
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Essay 4 – Assess the effectiveness of police strategies to overcome the distance between the police and the communities they serve (word count 1000)

This essay will detail the effectiveness of police strategies that are currently in place to overcome the distance between the police and communities they serve. 
There are a variety of communities within Britain. The way in which police officers engage with communities is important. The police need to understand what impacts communities and how they can implement change. 
Several forces now have Neighbourhood Policing departments. These teams of police officers and community support officers are dedicated to policing and engaging with communities. There are seven pillars that underpin Neighbourhood Policing, these being: engaging with communities, attending local community events to build a positive relationship between the police and local stakeholders. Problem solving, focusing on low level anti-social behaviour through to acquisitive crime, leading into targeting activity, focusing resources in problematic areas. Promoting the right culture, building analytical capability, developing officers, staff, and volunteers, developing, sharing, and learning. These teams were put in place back in 2005 across the UK. A report by Ronnie Flanagan in 2008 stated that Neighbourhood policing should remain the core part of policing for all forces, the structure of the neighbourhood teams should look different across the area as no one size fits all as communities are made up of different individuals. He added the importance of a multi-agency approach to ensure the effectiveness of the neighbourhood teams and this will help reduce crime and build trust within communities. The main lesson from Neighbourhood Policing programme is that if implemented it can be successful. (Longstaff et al., 2015)
This strategy enables communities to contact the police and attend meetings where they could express their views and issues, officers could feed back what their force is doing to implement change. The Neighbourhood teams predominantly focus on low level crime and anti-social behaviour, they are there to build the trust of the community and support the local authority in problem solving (College of Policing, 2021). This strategy will bridge the gap between communities and police and will increase public confidence. This will assist communities voicing concerns they have and assist with making a difference. In its early stages Neighbourhood Policing when implemented well did work to reduce crime, however as the demand on policing and budget cuts coming into the picture the Neighbourhood teams are becoming fragmented as officers are being pulled from these departments to assist in front line policing. (Higgins, 2017)
Another strategy that forces are using is community cohesion. Community Cohesion is what must take place for people from different backgrounds to coexist with each other within a community. Integration is needed so that new members of the community can welcome new members of the community. (NPIA, 2010)
Police forces are utilising social media to overcome the distance between the police and communities. Forces are using platforms such as FACEBOOK, Twitter, and Instagram. Some reports have stated that social media can enhance the engagement with the police and the public, but studies have shown that this form of interaction by the police can be infrequent. A study conducted by the knowledge media institute stated that the use of social media is a form of an extra channel and delivering messages to the public and not a mean of enabling a better engagement with the public. (Fernandez, Dickinson and Harith Alani, 2017). Social media is not only used to detect, investigate, and gather intelligence. A large proportion of the younger generation are now using social media and will not read newspapers. Since the pandemic there has been an increase in the use of social media and the age range of young people who are using mobile phones to use the internet, as face to face contact was not possible. In a report conducted by Ofcom back in 2021 they found that young people aged between 12 and 15 years, 97% had their own mobile phone, 98% use video sharing platforms, 91% use social media. This then increased between the ages of 15 to 17 years, were 100% had their won mobile phone and 97% use a social media platform. As you can see as technology advances and young people get older, they are using social media and their phones more often. (Ofcom, 2022)
There is clearly some more work to be carried out with engaging with all members of the community but keeping in line with the popularity of social media and advertising the work that the police are conducting in the community is a positive step forward and using social media platforms are a quick and effective way of getting information out the wider community and in a timely fashion. Using these platforms will also assist investigations that the police are undertaking, these could be enquiries into a crime or information regarding a missing person. 
Other strategies that are being used to prevent crimes such as organised crime, back in 2018 Ben Wallace who was the minister for security and economic crime said, “preventing criminals from laundering money made from operations such as drug trafficking and human trafficking is a key element of the Governments new Serious and Organised Crime Strategy”. According to the National Crime Agency there are around 4,600 serious and organised crime groups in the UK. These criminals use violence and intimidation in communities to operate and they prey on the most vulnerable in society (National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised Crime 2016). This strategy outlines a set of capabilities which are designed to respond to a full range of serious and organised crime threats (HM Government, 2018). The aim of the strategy was to stop criminals in their tracks and to build trust within the communities. 
Police forces also have strategies to support victims. One being a multi-Agency public protection arrangement (MAPPA). These arrangements were introduced back in 2001 with the aim of improving inter-agency collaboration. This collaboration would focus on those offenders which are violent and registered sex offenders. Research shows that before MAPPA was introduced the rate of reoffending was at around 26 percent. Once MAPPA was introduced the reoffending rate fell from 29% to 16% between 2000 and 2010 (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation, 2021)
In conclusion police forces have several strategies to bridge the gap between them as an authority and the public. Some plans implemented have seen impressive decrease in offending. As technology advances the police are making positive steps to improve engagement with all ages of the community and even how people can report incidents to police. There could be a disadvantage with this as people may not want to physically see the police and this could have an impact on policing.
Word count = 1098


[bookmark: _Hlk140566739]Bibliography:
An inspection of Gwent Police. (2018). Available at: https://assets-hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/uploads/peel-police-effectiveness-2017-gwent.pdf - Accessed on 25th Aug 2023
BBC News (2013). Rochdale grooming: ‘Shocking’ failure over sex abuse. BBC News. [online] 20 Dec. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-25450512. – Accessed on 20th April 2023
Childwelfare.gov.(2018). Identification of Child Abuse & Neglect – Child Welfare Information Gateway. [online]Available at - https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/can/identifying/ - Accessed on 18th Apr 2023
College of Policing (2021). Neighbourhood policing. [online] College of Policing. Available at : https://www.college.police.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-policing – Accessed on 20th Apr 2023
Crimestoppers-uk.org. (2022). Available at: https://crimestoppers-uk.org/keeping-safe/community-family/child-sexual-exploitation. – Accessed on 20th April 2023 
Early intervention foundation (2020). What Is Early intervention? [online]Early Intervention Foundation Available at - https://www.eif.org.uk/resource/what-is-early-intervention - Accessed on 18th Apr 2023
Fernandez, M., Dickinson, T. and Harith Alani (2017). An Analysis of UK Policing Engagement via Social Media. [online] ResearchGate. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/319453091_An_Analysis_of_UK_Policing_Engagement_via_Social_Media. – Accessed on 31st Aug 2023 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Probation (2021). Multi-agency public protection arrangements. [online] www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk. Available at  :  https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/research/th-evidence-base-probation/specific-types-of-delivery/mappa/ - accessed on 22nd Apr 2023
Higgins, A. (2017). EMBARGOED Embargoed for release at 00:01 on Monday 1st Neighbourhood policing: a police force typology. [online] Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/neighbourhood_policing_a_police__force_typology.pdf. - Accessed on 26th Aug 2023
HM Government (2018). Serious and Organised Crime Strategy Cm 9718. [online] Available at : https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/752850/SOC-2018-web.pdf - Accessed on 20th Apr 2023
HMICFRS (2011). What we do - HMICFRS. [online] HMICFRS. Available at: https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/about-us/what-we-do/. -Accessed on 3rd Apr 2023
HMICFRS (2017). Annual, all-force inspections (PEEL assessments) - HMICFRS. [online] HMICFRS. Available at: https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/our-work/article/peel-assessments/. – accessed on 21 Aug2 023
Home Office (2014). Serious and Organised Crime Strategy. [online] GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/serious-and-organised-crime-strategy. – Accessed on 23 Aug 2023 
Intervening early to prevent gang and youth violence: The role of primary schools (2018). Intervening early to prevent gang and youth violence: The role of primary schools. [online] Early Intervention Foundation. Report by Stephanie WADDELL 2018 Available at   - https://www.eif.org.uk/report/intervening-early-to-prevent-gang-and-youth-violence-the-role-of-primary-schools – Accessed on 18th Apr 2023
IOPC independent Office for Police Conduct. Response to concern for man’s welfare – Avon and Somerset Police, June 2021. Available at - https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/recommendations/response-concern-man%E2%80%99s-welfare-%E2%80%93-avon-and-somerset-police-june-2021 Accessed on 15th Apr 2023
IOPC independent office of police conduct. (19 April 2023). Update on investigation into allegations of sharing offensive messages among gwent police officers. Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/news/update-investigation-allegations-sharing-offensive-messages-among-gwent-police-officers - Accessed on the 17th Jul 2023
IOPC, Published on 4th June 2020. Why independent scrutiny of police matters | Independent Office for Police Conduct – Micheal Lockwood  - Available at - https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/news/our-podcast-and-blogs/why-independent-scrutiny-police-matters  - Accessed on 3rd Apr 2023 
Lee, E. (2022). What is Cuckooing? [online] CPD Online College. Available at: https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/cuckooing/. – Accessed on 25th Aug 2023 
Lewis, F.(2021). A killing in Tiger bay: Did the Cardiff Five get compensation? [ online] WalesOnline. Available at : https://www.walesonline.co.uk/lifestyle/tv/cardiff-five-compensation-lynette-white-21663061  Accessed on 20th Apr 2023
Longstaff, A., Willer, J., Chapman, J., Czarnomski, S. and Graham, J. (2015). Neighbourhood policing: Past, present and future A review of the literature. [online] Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/neighbourhood_policing_past_present_future.pdf. Accessed on 29th Aug 2023
Maggie, B. and Enver, S. (2009). Prevention and Youth Crime: Is Early Intervention Working? [online] Google Books. Policy Press. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=i901DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR3&dq=is+early+intervention+working+to+prevent+crime&ots=4gnrGm2v8B&sig=5QLQXvL8rPTa5uBveRAKNmwmOtc&redir_es Accessed on 29th Aug 2023
Malvaso, C.G., Cale, J., Whitten, T., Day, A., Singh, S., Hackett, L., Delfabbro, P.H. and Ross, S. (2021). Associations Between Adverse Childhood Experiences and Trauma Among Young People Who Offend: A Systematic Literature Review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, [online] 23(5), p.152483802110131. doi: https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211013132.  – Accessed on 26th Aug 2023 
National Crime Agency (2020). of Serious and Organised Crime National Strategic Assessment. [online] Available at: https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/437-national-strategic-assessment-of-serious-and-organised-crime-2020/file. Accessed on 23rd Aug 23
National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised Crime 2016 i National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised Crime 2016. (2016). Available at: https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/353-national-strategic-assessment-of-serious-and-organised-crime-2016/file -Accessed on 21st Jul 2023
News, I. (2023). 11 former and current Gwent Police officers under investigation by IOPC. [online] ITV News. Available at: https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2023-04-19/nearly-a-dozen-serving-and-former-police-officers-under-investigation-by-iopc - Accessed on 20th Apr 2023 
NPIA (2010). Cohesion Guide Contents. [online] Available at - https://library.college.police.uk/docs/npia/CohesionGuide.pdf – Accessed on 20th Apr 2023
NSPCC (2021). Protecting Children from County Lines. [online] NSPCC Learning. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/county-lines.  Accessed on 18th Apr 2023
Ofcom (2022). Children and parents: Media use and attitudes report 2022. [online] OFCOM. Ofcom. Available at: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/234609/childrens-media-use-and-attitudes-report-2022.pdf. – Accessed on 31st Aug 2023 
Operation encompass (n.d). Why was Operation Encompass created? : Operation Encompass. [online]Available at - https://www.operationencompass.org/why-was-operation-encompass-created - Accessed on 18TH Apr 2023
Police Conduct, n.d - IPOC - www.policeconduct.gov.uk/research-and-learning/key-areas-work/corruption-and-abuse-power – Accessed on 15th April 2023
Reducing the Impact of Serious Organised Crime in Local Communities -The impact of organised crime on local communities 1 Key Messages. (n.d.). Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/impact_of_oc_on_local_communities.pdf. – Accessed on 25th Aug 2023 
Sekar, S. (2017). The Cardiff Five: Innocent Beyond Any Doubt (Second Edition). [online] Google Books. Waterside Press. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=zk08DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=lynette+white&ots=U0FDa4_-f7&sig=SeZ41-dFhklHsqCAjokh3OJGWBc#v=onepage&q=lynette%20white&f=false  - Accessed on 21 Aug 2023
Tackling serious and organised crime a local response Report. (n.d.). Available at: https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/tackling-serious-and-orga-44a.pdf. – Accessed on 15th Apr 2023 
The Children's Society (2022). What Is County Lines? | The Children’s Society. [online] www.childrenssociety.org.uk. Available at: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-criminal-exploitation-and-county-lines/what-is-county-lines. – Accessed on 20th Apr 2023
Winchester, N. (2020). Library Briefing. [online] Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LLN-2020-0016/LLN-2020-0016.pdf. – Accessed on 15th April 2023
Wolak, J., Finkelhor, D. and Mitchell, K. (2012). Trends in Law Enforcement Responses to Technology-facilitated Trends in Law Enforcement Responses to Technology facilitated Child Sexual Exploitation Crimes: The Third National Juvenile Child Sexual Exploitation Crimes: The Third National Juvenile Online Victimization Study (NJOV-3) Online Victimization Study (NJOV 3). [online] Available at: https://scholars.unh.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1044&context=ccrc – Accessed on 25th Aug 2023 
www.policeconduct.gov.uk. (n.d.). Investigations | Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). [online] Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/investigations. – accessed on 21st Aug 2023
www.policeconduct.gov.uk. (n.d.). IOPC to investigate Gwent Police officers over sharing of offensive messages allegations | Independent Office for Police Conduct. [online] Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/news/iopc-investigate-gwent-police-officers-over-sharing-offensive-messages-allegations.    – Accessed on 21 Aug 2023
www.policeconduct.gov.uk. (n.d.). Learning | Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). [online] Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/learning  - Accessed 21st Aug 2023
