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Introduction 

Confl ict has long been debated and as territor ial. rel igious, ideologica l, 
pol it ical or cultural but the core dr iving fo rce and principle va lues to 
wh ich a conflic t starts remains fundamentaly unanswered and broad ly 
debated both emperi ca lly and theoret ica lly. 

To understand the mot iva ti ons and momentums of conf lict can help 
guide us to predi cti ng, defusing and resolv ing confl ict. 

In this presentat ion I wil l be drawing on empirical f ind ings from 2000-
2006 which supports the argument that econom ic opportunity is often 
the ma in dr iver of confl ict , wh i le gri evance is such as ethnic, po lit ica l, 
or social inj ust ices - play a seconda ry ro le, helping mot iva te, sustain 
and prolong conflict 

FOR ENGLAND 
AND FREEDOM! 



Agenda 

I w ill base my discussion on the works l isted below and also highlight 

key factor s that are not yet addressed but shou ld be considered fo r 

debate. 

- Coll ier & Hoeffler (World Bank May 2000) 

- Beyond Greed and Gr ievance Feasibility and Civil War (Pau l Colli er, 

Anke Hoeffler. and Dom 1nic Rohner August, 7th 2006) 

- Understanding Civil War (Pau l Coll ier Nicholas Sambanis 2005 ) 



11 For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of 
evil." 

. (1 TI M OT HY 6: 1 0) . 



Greed & Grievance 

Conflict is most often instigated by greed as primary factor 

and grievance susta ins and motivates it as secondary factor 

Conflict is less l ikely in places of high soc ial fractua l izat ion 

(low rebel support/h igh costs) 

Most societ ies have historica l grievences but not al l reach 

the po int of conflict 

Rebell ion is more like ly to occur where there is greed 
mot ivat ion, oil ri ch , m ineral r ich, low GDP growth & high 
populat ion growth 

The number of secondary educated ma les is a factor in 
low reb ell ion/confl ict 



Beyond Greed and Grievance: 
Feas ibi l ity and Civi l War 

Count,-ies w ith mounta in terra in present as 

high r isk fo ,- confl ict 

The la rger the general population size 
decr eases the ,- isk of war 

Gri evance & vengeance from previous civil 
war hightens the r isk of fu,-ther conflicts 

Feasabi lity of conflict is a strong fact or 

that supports the ab ility to engage in 

confl ict 

Large numbers of males in 19-29 age 
,-ange highten r isk of confl ict/rebell ion 
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Understanding Civil 
Wa r 

- Wide emperi ca l findings from research in 

Burrund i/D.RC/N iger ia/Kenya/Sudan/Alerg1a/Mozamobique// 

Senegal/Ma li 

- Greed is a pred ictor to civil wa rs and its sever ity/d urat ion 

over gr ievance fac tor s like ideology, enthn icity & land 

acqu isit Ions 

- Ethnic dom inance, natural resources, low income & 

mountaian terr ain lead to increased r isk of confli ct that is 

longer in duration and likely to reoccur 

- Kenya is un ique 1n that its vio lence supports 

grievance/ident ity exp lanations more than CH's greed model 

- -Kenay mor e on land disputes and ident ity challenges due to 

it 's fractualiza tion 



Critical Ana lys is: 

- The consistency of the greed argument which is supported/ motivated by gr ievance is clear across all 
three read ings of which are pr imarily emper ical rather than theoretical. 

- The greed objective is often a means to faci li table confl ict. thus the mot ivat ion for greed isn't always 
the motivation for confl ict. in all of the r ead ings it is shown that w ithout greed you cannot fight for 
gr ievance, and with grivance alone you will not be succesful in confli ct. 

- Risk of confl ict is more li kely when it is economically viable and profitable. thus greed w ill always be 
fundamental. 

- There is a lack of aknowldgement for the personal motivat ions such as r eligion. identity & 
nat ionalism. and what dri ves ind ividuals to engage in conflict, they look pr imari ly at the genera li zed and 
structural gervernment v rebel ana lys is. 

- Wider geopoli tical interferances. influences and engagements are not conci dered strongly enough, the 
connection to State on State confl icts w ider East v West divisions are insuff iciently explored. 

- Contradictions can be found in exploring the conflict ri sk factors when analysing thei r f indings 
r egarding the number of f ighting age males and fractualizat ion. 



Synthesis: 

- Eco nomic resource (g reed) is required to 
cr eate a co nf li ct out of gri evance. 

- Fractualizat ion, ethi ca l dominance. weak 
state capaci ty. na tural r esour ces. low 
income. resentmen t and previous recen t 
conflict ar e are high r isk factors for 
esca lat ion into confli ct. 

- Both the CH model and Understand ing Civi l 
Wa r ag ree tha t recurring conflict is of high 
ri sk in regions affected by pr ior wars due to 
economic weakness , lim ited popu lat ion 
ca pac ity fo r orga nized defense. depleat ion of 
natural resources. unresolved greed. 
cont inued grievances & vengeances. 
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Themes 

Although it is not expl ic itly the focus across 

the readings used 1n th is presentat ion, the 

theme of ident ity 1s fo und throug hout all 

po ints of discussi on: greed provides the 

too ls and means to fight in ident ity- driven 

con fli cts; cu ltu re , freedom, r eligion, 

independence, rebe ll ion, resentment, and 

resistance are all present in w hat war is 

wagered for. 

Greed acts as a means to f ight for 

grievance, and grievance is almost always 

rooted in threats to ident ity. 
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