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I have decided to write my essay on the vocal performance class that we have on Tuesday afternoons with Camilla Roberts and David Bebbington. I believe this class is important as it allows us to sing in front of other students which helps build our confidence and this class also enables us to develop skills and techniques in our vocal abilities that are needed in a performance, whether that be during our student spotlights or special guest workshops. My weekly one-to-one vocal sessions with Camilla really help with the performance class as we get to widen my repertoire of songs and look at developing my singing voice. We then take these new songs into the performance class and are able to work on the performance element of the piece and make sure we can get the most potential from it. 
During the performance class, I worked on the song “What A Wonderful World” by composers George David Weiss and Bob Thielle. This is a very well known song, made famous by Jazz singer Louis Armstrong (1901-1971). What only a tiny fraction of people know and would still be astonished to realise was that Louis Armstrong was one of the most important figures in twentieth-century music (Louis Armstrong An American Genius, James Lincoln Collier, Oxford University Press, 1 New Orleans, 1983). The song What A Wonderful World was originally released in 1967, during a difficult era of American history. This song brought hope for a better future (Journal of English Language Teaching, Literature and Culture 1, 141-147, 2022).

Bringing the work of Louis Armstrong into my studies has been a very insightful task as it has allowed me to take a well known song and make it my own. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with this great piece of music and taking it apart to make it my own. Whilst working on this song in my performance class with Camilla, I personally believe that I have really been able to delve into the deeper meaning of the lyrics and find the story behind the writing whilst also improving on the song from a vocal perspective too. Vocally, when I started working on this song, I was familiar with the melody and knew the lyrics but needed to work on important techniques such as vowel placements and breath control. Although at first, it might of seemed like a simple song to sing, I soon realized that there was a lot more to it that I initially thought. Whilst working with my teacher Camilla, I was able to get a better understanding of vowel placements and how by just improving that, it can make the song sound better when performing it to an audience. We looked at vowel placements in the words “World” and surprisingly even the simple word “A” and just by doing this, I was able to make my vocal abilities and projection sound a lot more clear. As part of our performance studies, we also had a workshop with Sarah Crip in which I worked with her on What A Wonderful World. During this time, we were able to focus a lot on the performance element of the song and look at what message the lyrics were able to give. I think I did quite well with this as I was able to use some of my acting skills to also convey the narrative of the piece. 

Although I believe my work on this song have gone well during my performance class, I do also think that there is a lot of room for improvement.  Moving towards the future, I believe that I can continue to develop my skills in stage presence and connecting with the audience watching. I can do this by finding a way to connect with the piece I’m performing more hence then being able to captivate the audience. If I can feel the meaning behind the words and convey them in such a way that moves the audience then I ultimately consider this to be an important method in my performance. I also think that acting through song is something I would also like to develop in my future performance classes. When you act through song, my body language and expressions should be meaningful in contrast to the words I am singing. When reviewing my performance, I have found myself looking rather unsettled and even moving my arms a bit too much, which has been unnecessary. I would like to work on having a better stage presence to look more professional when singing to my audience, even though we don’t have a stage as such, it is still important to use the space well with which I am performing in. I believe I can work on these skills over the next few year of performance classes during my time here in University. 

I have found the contribution with my classmates very rewarding, they have helped me a lot in learning new songs in my performance class. When I was in the workshop with Sarah Crisp, in my performance class with Camilla and then performing in our student spotlight, I sang the song previously mentioned, “What A Wonderful World”. My classmates have really encouraged me with my confidence while performing to them in class. I was able to sing directly to each of them so I could break down each section of the song and act through it towards them which helped me a lot to be able to feel the intent behind the lyrics. I enjoy being able to perform to the class as it boosts my confidence and I get to ask them for their constructive feedback which helps me a great deal so I can take their comments as well as Camilla’s comments on board to use in the future performance classes. I really enjoy our weekly Performance classes as I find them very beneficial because I get to continue developing my skills and carry them into our vocal workshops and student spotlight performances.
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