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Task 1: 
· Choose a suitable story to be presented to a group of children setting out the rationale for choosing that story and the main aims involved in choosing the story. The proposed audience should be noted, and the type of language teaching opportunities the story would offer. This could be presented as a lesson plan. (up to 200 words)
Task 2: 
· Read a story for a group of children during your PAP period. You will need to film yourself as evidence for you to analyse and submit it as part of the module's assessment. (up to 5 minutes). You will need to type the URL of your film clip onto your assignment.
Task 3: 
· Written reflection on task 2 (up to 1200 words)

Task 1 

I chose to read my story with Nursery children aged 3 and 4. I chose to do the book ‘Picnic Tedi Twt’. I selected this book because I knew that the Tedi Twt books had simple Welsh language that the children would understand. My personal training target for my story reading was ‘demonstrates/models appropriate use of subject and age ability specific vocabulary’. The aim was to help the children in learning some new Welsh vocabulary as they were engaging in the book. I believe that making the book interactive made it easier for the children to learn the vocabulary because it was being repeated. It was suitable for the level of Welsh that the children had and also their age. The children were already familiar with Tedi Twt but didn’t have previous knowledge of Welsh sentence patterns. Every morning, the nursery children look at and record the weather in Welsh and Tedi Twt features in this activity. As a result of this, I saw that the children were very enthusiastic about Tedi Twt. The children weren’t knowledgeable enough of Welsh vocabulary to be able to respond to questions in Welsh and therefore I tried to make the book as interactive as possible. I would ask questions about the book in Welsh and they would have to find the food I had said and put it into the picnic basket. The children had cut outs of the foods from the story as well as a picnic basket, printed out. This was done using the sentence pattern “mae …. yn y fasged.” The Welsh Language Development range was “stories, poems and chants containing patterned and predictable language” and the skill practiced was “follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate”.


Task 2


Video of story reading- https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/1801533_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Ea87BpwDJ85PtY9mYvEdADYBw6pk4rKbjAxdwnTqYodkrg?e=QT5EM9 


Task 3

Initially, I felt nervous about the task. I felt that with the Nursery children they hadn’t been in school very long and therefore their Welsh was going to be very limited. I wasn’t very clear about how much Welsh each child knew but I believe every child was different and this depended on how much Welsh they had learnt in other settings such as their home. However, I felt quite confident about reading the book to them as I knew they liked Tedi Twt and I knew that they would enjoy the book. It was going to be a perfect opportunity for them to develop their Welsh language. Also, I felt as though the children would engage well as they were able to interact well with the story by doing the activity with the picnic basket.

I thought that reading the story went really well. The children listened well to the book and engaged thoroughly. I felt as though the children were beginning to learn the new vocabulary as I was reading through the book. I was asking them to repeat the names of the food in Welsh so that they were developing their Welsh language. Due to the the story being interactive it made the children think about the vocabulary thoroughly and helped them to remember it rather than just listening to it and not learning it. I feel as though my pronunciation was good throughout the book and I didn’t struggle to read any words as the level of Welsh was quite simple. I spoke so that the children could clearly understand what I was saying.  It is really important to use a clear voice as it can maintain the interest of the listeners. 

Before reading the story, I asked the children some questions such as “pwy wyt ti?” but the children struggled to understand and respond to the Welsh phrase. This is when I realised how little Welsh vocabulary they had. However, I just did the best I could to try and develop their Welsh language through reading the book. This was a bit disappointing as I could have used this as a nice introduction to the video by asking the children “pwy wyt ti?” however, this was not possible as they were unable to respond. Due to the children being only 3 and 4 years old, they were sometimes distracted. I read the story to a small group of children in the atrium of the school. The atrium is also used by other learners and staff members doing other activities to develop childrens learning. This became a distraction a few times during the story.

If I was to do this task again, I would continue to ensure that the book was suitable to the age of the children.  Also, I think the fact that I made it interactive helped to keep the children engaged in the story. I think its always a good idea to ask questions about the book or make it interactive because the children then know they must listen well to identify relevant details of the book to be able to answer questions. It is also a good way of being able to see how much progress they have made in their learning of Welsh throughout the book and see if the strategies you used during your reading were effective. If they are able to answer questions about the book in Welsh then it is likely that they have just learnt that information from the story you have just read to them. Also, it gets the children used to exploring and using new Welsh sentence patterns and vocabulary which can be used throughout all areas of their learning.

I wanted to read my story in the Foundation Phase part of my PTE experience. I was in Nursery for the Foundation Phase part. I think the cause of the disappointing elements were that the Nursery children have only been in school for a few months and so if they haven’t had any experience of speaking Welsh at home then they are only at the very beginning of the Welsh Second Language journey. Their Welsh vocabulary is very limited and they are more likely to be able to just listen and understand the Welsh rather than speak it. 

A possible solution to this is perhaps read a story, with a similar level of Welsh, to the children for a few days in a row leading up to the filming of reading my story to them. As a result of this, the children may become more familiar with some Welsh language used in the story that I will read. Also, it would be a good opportunity to educate the children and familiarise them with some basic phrases such as “pwy wyt ti?” and “Sut wyt ti?” This could then be used as an introduction to the story if it as suitable and it gets children using the Welsh language rather than just listening to it.

Next time I could choose a book that they haven’t seen or heard of before. This may make it more interesting and appealing to them as they will want to get to know the characters and know what happens in the story. I still think reading a Tedi Twt book was really fun for the children as they are enthusiastic about the character and that does make it interesting for them. Also, to try and avoid further distractions I could read the story in a quieter area perhaps in a small, closed area of the school where they aren’t any other learners or staff to distract the children. As mentioned, perhaps doing small Welsh activities in the lead up to reading the story to help the children develop and learn Welsh. 
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