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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this Literature Review is to understand the shift in attitudes towards the LGBTQIA community, and if individuals feel more accepted within today’s society.

The mental health of individuals within the LGBTQIA community will also be looked at and discussed. Research focused on how this shift in acceptance has made people of the older generation feel.

With the development of acceptance has the older become more comfortable with the LGBTQIA community and their chosen sexual orientation compared to previous feelings and attitudes implemented because of their upbringing and life experiences. 

The results of this Literature Review has highlighted some of the negative views that are still apparent in today’s society. However, these views are being slowly minimised due the current publication and awareness of the LGBTQIA community and also the influential views the young generation has on acceptance. 

ACRONYM 

ERCHO         Eastern Regional Conference of Homophile Organisations 

KJV                King James Verson 

LGBT

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender.

LGBTQIA 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/ Questioning, Intersex and Asexuality. 

ONS              The Office of National Statistics 

PHE               Public Health England

UDHR           Universal Declaration of Human Rights Act  

UK                 United Kingdom 

US

United States  

1. INTRODUCTION 

This assignment will look at the shift in attitudes towards the LGBTQIA community. 

The mental health of an individual can be affected by the shift in today's attitudes.  

 Research has shown that older generations have different attitudes towards the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/ Questioning, Intersex and Asexuality (LGBT) community. A consideration has been under taken of whether a shift in attitudes has helped older generations feel more comfortable about the topic and about their own sexual orientation and gender identity.

This topic is very current and has affected many individuals thorough history. Due to the level of acceptance and understanding of gender identification, many individuals have been inhumanely treated and tortured around the globe.  

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Introduction 

The purpose of this literature review is to understand the shift in attitudes towards the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/ Questioning, Intersex and Asexuality (LGBTQIA) community and to see if society has developed more positive attitudes. In addition there will be an exploration of how historic negative attitudes have impacted upon the LGBTQIA mental health. I would also like to explore if this shift has supported people of the older generation to feel more comfortable within their chosen sexual orientation now in comparison to their early upbringing and life experiences.

The LGBTQIA is a global developing community that unites all individuals who feel /for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/ Questioning, Intersex and Asexuality. The terminology for this group is always changing due extending knowledge of other individuals who are not represented by the current ‘go-to’ letters associated with this group (Sanders, 2017).

2.2. Gender and Sexuality: Contested Definitions 

An individual’s gender differs from their sex in many ways. Our biological sex is given to us when we are born this being either male or female (Mosse, 1993).However the way we become masculine or feminine is a combination of basic biological building blocks and our own interpenetration of our biology and culture (Mosse, 1993). Society has an implication on our interpretations of gender. Society influences how we learn to act out our masculine and feminine roles (Mosse, 1993). From a very young age we learn and practice particular ways to be a male or female that is accepted by society. These behaviours expected from society include the appearance of an individual, the way they dress, their attitudes, personalities, the work we take on inside and outside the home (Mosse, 1993). Society’s gender expectations also impact an individual’s sexuality and family commitments. These then build the representations of what we now know as ‘gender roles’ (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981). Gender roles are something that are passed on from generation to generation and appear to be the core values of our cultures (Mosse, 1993). However over time gender roles have changed and also differ from culture to culture. There are many aspects of a person’s life that can influence the gender role they take on such as social class, age, ethnic background and sexuality. Our gender is the single most important factor of shaping who we are (Spencer, 2005). 

In 1869 the labels for homosexuality and heterosexuality was created by K.M. Benkert (1824, p. x.). This form of labelling defined their sexuality other than being assigned a place within their own personality (Park, 2012.).  However Karl Heinrich Ulruchs (1825-95)  first tried to come up with the terminology we know today as ‘homosexuality and heterosexuality’ although in the 1960s he described this sexual orientation as ‘a male-bodied person with a female psyche , who is sexually attracted  to men and not women’ (Park,2012).

2.3. Sexual Orientation, Gender Representation and Stigma

History of Stigma 

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) community is stigmatised, subject to many forms of harassment and discrimination (Ellis, 2018). Although there has been considerable movements in today’s society in relation the legal rights of individuals who class themselves as part of the LGBT community, a different sexual orientation and identity. However theses stigmas and forms of crime are still common (Ellis,2018). For centuries there has been many negative historical attitudes and crimes that have been committed people of the LGBT community have been the victims plus many others. 

In the 20th century sexology became very important within Europe and other parts of the world, however many aspects of this were developed by Germany but used across national borders (Matte,2005). The study of sexology generated many of the terminology and concepts we use today in relation to human sexuality and sexual minorities (Matte, 2005). The study if human sexuality created time for social reformers to bring the topic of equal rights and fair laws for those individuals marginalised (Hall, 1994) by their sexual orientation or gender identity  to hight attention (Matte, 2005).  Marginalisation is generally used to analyse socio-cultural, political and economic spheres in which disadvantage groups included racially and religiously discriminated individuals who are unable to gain resources to gain a full social life (Hall, 1994). For those people who are marginalised are still socially, economically, politically and legally unnoticed this meaning these people were left vulnerable (Hall, 1994). Avadesh Singh (2003) discussed the definition of ‘marginalisation’ from the perspective of The International Geographical Union this states that 

“The temporary state of having been put aside of living in relive isolation, at the edge of system cultural, social, political or economical in mind when one excludes certain domains or a phenomenon  from one’s thinking because they don’t correspond to the mainstream philosophy” (Hall, 1994). 

Marginalisation describes the exclusion or removal of some individuals in society who do not characterise as ‘normal’ (Hall, 1994). There are two major frameworks that link to marginalisation, these are societal marginalisation and spatial marginalisation.

Societal marginalisation looks at human population, religion, culture and social stratification. This form of marginalisation focuses on the fundamental factors responsible for individuals’ exclusion, social inequalities and social justice (Hall, 1994). Spatial marginalisation focuses on the separation of individuals in relation to social stigmas, gender stratification and other (Hall, 1994). Eugenics is a word used to define the reproduction of the ‘legitimate’ family and its social relation to inequalities (Steinberg, 2018).  Eugenics screening is a genea/logic tracing of the biological makers of inheritance and heritage that produces retrospective and prospective family trees (Steinberg, 2018). This is a way to identify the medical notion of heritage and its control over reproduction. Eugenic ideas and practices are not just focused on race, class but also gender and heterosexist notions of nature, this is shown in Adrienne Rich (1978) ‘compulsory heterosexuality’  and Judith Butler (1990) ‘ the matrix of heterosexuality’ (Steinberg, 2018). They also looks at the heritability of normality and abnormality (Steinberg, 2018).      

The 3rd Reich

During the reign of Hitler and the Third Reich there was a negative attitudes towards many individuals, homosexual were within that category (Haeberler, 1981). According to research this was seen as a National Socialist racist ideology and eugenics (Haeberler, 1981). This meaning during this period in Nazi Germany people were treated inhumanely under the reign of Hitler, due to his formulation of the ‘ideal race’ based on the German interpenetration of social Darwinism and servile of the fittest (Bergman, 1999). The Nazis justified this by stating they were apprehensive of the population and the genetic inheritance of racial characteristics. They stated homosexuality would lower the number of individuals who could procreate and develop the population and Germany (Fout, 1992). During the Holocaust many individuals were victims of violent torture for not holding the characteristics of the ideological race selected by Hitler and the Nazi party known as the ‘Aryan race’ (Ushmm.org, 2018). Homosexuals were persecuted in 1933 when the first group of homosexuals were sent to a concentration camp (Haeberler, 1981). The ongoing violence towards homosexual saw the development of the paragraph 1975 in 1935; paragraph 1975 saw all homosexual contact between males criminalised, this included sexual acts, a kiss to visual contact punishable (Haeberler, 1981). It was surprising that the leader of the SS Carnal Rohm was in charge of the punishments and imprisonment of homosexual considering his own sexual orientation which was Gay (Wills, 2017). However Hitler was informed about Rohm’s sexual orientation but did not accept that this was so; in reality he protected Rohm until he was no longer needed (Wills, 2017). According to the eugenics of Hitler’s regime homosexuality emasculates people and makes them weak (Wills, 2017). To ensure that these beliefs maintained the government put in place “Reichs-Center for the fight against homosexuality and abortion” this ensured that portrayal of Nazi homophobic beliefs were highlighted and its connection with reproduction (Haeberler, 1981; Image 1).  

Image 1: Reichszentrale zur Bekämpfung der Homosexualität und der Abtreibung In English this means The Reich Central Office for the Combating of Homosexuality and Abortion. 
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(Revolvy.com, n.d).

This image shows the Reichszentrale this was created in 1936 under the order of Heinrich Himmler. This paper was a collection of data about homosexual individuals. The Reichszentrale was central to the Nazi regime as a way to fight against homosexuality and abortion. This documentation began the punishment and persecution of homosexuals (Revolvy.com, n.d.). Before the Nazi regime there was already a negative association with homosexuals and this was faced with different forms of violence and verbal aggression daily.

Over the years homosexuals have been subject to different forms of violence. In England 1553 the Henry V111 Act classified sodomy as an illegal act between men and women, man and man or man and beast (Houston,2017). This law was re-enacted in 1563 , this law was the basis of homosexual convictions up until 1885 (Houston, 2017). In 1885 the criminal assessment act extended the legal sanctions to any sexual convictions between males (Houston, 2017).

The American Psychiatric Association in 1952 made a list of disorders that described homosexuality as a sociopathic personality disorder. This was done to try and come up with a cure to prevent homosexuality taking hold in children (Murphy, 2008). In the 1800’s most individuals who categorised themselves as homosexuals were found in clinicians offices for treatment  (Murphy, 2008).  These treatments are aid to reflect scientific theories that look into the origins of homosexuality, some therapists and religious counsellors believe that they can help homosexuals redirect their sexual attraction away form people of the same sex (Murphy, 2008).  An anonymous Swedish report in 1929 stated that some males and females were being castrated to relieve some sexual abnormalities, this report showed that in more or less very case the libido was reduced (Murphy, 2008).    

In 1962 a British psychologist I.Oswald therapy for homosexuals consisted of injecting the man with nausea inducing drugs and repeatedly played audiotapes of men engaging in sex and then surrounded with glasses of urine. This process eventually causes hallucinations. The goal for this form of ‘therapy’ was to “overdose” the  man with homosexuality and unpleasant experiences so that he would turn to women for relief (Murphy, 2008). Other ‘therapies’ carried out by practitioners includes things such as shock therapy. In 1964 R.J. McGuire ans M. Vallance publication in the British Medical Journal reporting the use of electroshock therapy to treat homosexuals. The device is small enough that people can take it home to shock themselves when they have unwanted sexual impulses (Murphy, 2008). There have even been talks about about possibly manipulating sex hormones within pregnancy, this was suggested in 1984 by a German hormone researcher Dorner (Robinson, 2018).

Even after the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights Act (UDHR) was put in place, these inhumane practices still continued (UN.org.n.d). However these practices go against many of the articles incorporated within this act. There are articles within this declaration that are not maintained within the practice of these acts of torture. This includes article one which states that all humans are born free and equal in dignity and rights (UN.org.n.d). Article three states that everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of  person (UN.org.n.d). Article five states that no one shall be subject to torture or to cruel inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment (NU.org.n.d). This includes article two that states everyone is entitled to the rights and freedoms that come under this declaration without discrimination on anything such as race, colour, sex, language and religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status (NU.org.n.d). 

This continued throughout the Nazi Regime but the treatment was seen as ‘normal’ and appropriate (Haeberler, 1981). However homosexuals could be victims of being shot on the spot by the solders as a form of punishment. Due to the publication of propaganda against homosexuals within the concentration camps there was a hierarchy between the prisoners (Haeberler, 1981). Unfortunately homosexuals were near the bottom of this hierarchy and were picked for specific tortures and dangerous work.  Within the camps the SS formed their own external marking for different characteristics within the camps (Haeberler, 1981). This class identification system gave homosexuals a yellow stripe or bar in scripted with a capital A for ‘Arshficker’ meaning ‘anal intercourse’ on their clothes (Haeberler, 1981). This was later change into a black dot and the numbers 175 this was in relation to sodomy law in paragraph

175 (Haeberler, 1981).

This image shows the many symbols that have been used in relation to labelling homosexuals. Within this image many of the previously discussed symbols are use at a time (Wollheim Memorial, n.d, image 2).

Image 2: Triangles on Prisoners’ Clothing
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(Wollheim Memorial, n.d.)

This image shows a variety of symbols used as a form of identification for prisoners in concentration camps. In this photo many of the previously discussed symbols linking to homosexuals is shown it also shows that more than one is used at a time.  

The SS decided that triangles of certain colours would be a better form of identification for each group within the prison.  Homosexuals were then made to wear pink triangles on the left side of their chest and on the right leg of their trousers  (Haeberler,1981; Image 3). 
Image 3: The pink  triangle: the Nazi war against homosexuals.
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(Libcom, 2017).

In the camps prisoners were identified by serial numbers, these numbers were tattooed onto some prison members. During the Holocaust the Auschwitz camps where the only camps were prisoners received tattoo's (Ushmm.org, 2018). On entry to the camps prisoners who were given work had a serial number sewn onto their uniforms and registered (Ushmm.org, 2018). Others were sent straight to the camp without being registered. Prisoners who worked in the infirmary and prisoners who were due to be executed had their serial numbers marked on their chest with ink (Ushmm.org, 2018). However prisoners were executed and died in other ways, clothing displaying  the camps serial numbers were sometimes removed. This meant there was no way to identify the deceased, the SS then introduced the practice of tattooing prisoners as a form of identification for those who were registered in the camps (Ushmm.org, 2018) (Image 4).

Image 4:  Revealed: The evil looking gadgets Auschwitz guards made a instruments of genocide to stamp tattooed numbers onto doomed prisoners
.[image: image5.jpg]



 (Daily Mail, 2014)

Approximately 16,000 gay men and lesbians were prisoners within the Auschwitz camp among 400,000 registered prisoners (Auschwitz.org, 2018). In most of the camps including Auschwitz the sexes were segregated within the exception of the two family camps for Jews (Auschwitz, 2018). Although heterosexual relationships did occur between some prisoners such some men who were labourers and electricians had access to the woman’s block (Auschwitz, 2018). 

(Auschwitz, 2018).  Nevertheless it would be wrong to assume and label everyone who participated in homosexual relations as gay or lesbian (Auschwitz.org, 2018). Prisoner functionaries took young Jewish and Polish children under their “protection” and were often exploited for various personal services that may include sexual ones (Auschwitz.org, 2018). In 1957 the British Government set up the Wolfenden Committee named after their chairman John Wolfenden, this committee initiated with a report that focused on homosexual acts (UK Parliament, 1957). The purpose of this report was that  ‘there must remain a realm of private mortality and immorality, which is not the laws business’ and recommended that homosexual acts between two consenting adults should no longer be referred to as a criminal offence. The report was published in September of 1957, however there were many differences of opinions relating to this report.  When the results were highlighted in Parliament the process of the report was stalled in 1960 (UK Parliament, 1957).

Ku Klux Klan (KKK)
The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) were a group of individuals who share the same feelings of hatred towards spastic groups,and are known throughout history for their violent attacks. This group was created towards the end of the Civil war and continued their acts of pure violence  (Gavins, 2016). Members of this group were white supremacists whose  main goal was to intimidate “Black’ individuals and anyone who fought for them (Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), n.d). The KKK victimised anyone who challenged their supremacy, with violence including lynching, tar and feathering, rape and many other acts (Rushdy, 2012). Although this group began many years ago, in today’s society some individuals have adapted and adjusted their belief's targeting wider sections of the community, including the black community, Jews, Immigrants, LGBT community and Catholics (Southern Poverty Law Center, n.d.).  

The new generation of the KKK have targeted the LGBTQIA and stated that they ‘should be killed’ to end the HIV/AIDS crisis (Williams, 2015). There has been a high level of homophobic propaganda distributed around areas of Louisiana with viel inhumane comments about the LGBTQIA community. One reading “Homosexual men and their sexual acts are disgusting and inhuman” (Williams, 2015; Image 5).

Image 5:  Fear In  Florida:  KKK  Spread  Leaflets  Encouraging  Gay  Bashing.
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(Liberal American Life, 2018)
Propaganda like this has been publicised across American states from the regenerated group the KKK, who have developed a hatred for people of the LGBT community just after equal rights were legislated. This group have made their opinions of the LGBT community very clear. There have been many reports in the US regarding 24 different Klan groups that are currently active these statistics are from the Anti-Defamation League (Trimble, 2017). Due to the violent nature of the acts carried out within these groups, President Donald Trump dedicated a speech to highlighting the results of their acts. Within his speech Donald trump states:

"Racism is evil, and those who cause violence in its name are criminals and thugs, including the KKK, neo-Nazis, white supremacists and other hate groups that are repugnant to everything we hold dear as Americans," (Trimble, 2017).

The KKK movement has also disrupted LGBT pride marches by coming together and participating in small rallies and protests in parks, at courthouses (Trimble, 2017).

Religious  disregard for the LGBTQIA  Around the world there are many different opinions and attitudes towards homosexuality and religion plays an important part of this. Christianity has held a strong opinion on homosexuality for many years, by looking at the Bible it shows that homosexuality was viewed as a sin punishable by death. Within the Old Testament of the Bible Leviticus 20:13 , King James Version (KJV) states 

‘If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.’
(Bible.com, n.d)

In the Mew Testament of the Bible homosexuality is seen as immoral, and individuals who participate in these acts are seen as nothing more than dogs who are kept outside.

21:8 ‘But as for the cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons, murderers, the sexually immoral, and those who practice magic spells, idol worshippers, and all those who lie, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and suffer. That is the second death.’

22:15 ‘Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murderers, and the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices.’

 (Bible.org, 2018)

Within Islam the Qur’an is the main authority for how Muslims should live their life. The Qur’an gives clear guidelines as to how Muslims should approach issues that affect modern life for example the LGBTQIA community (Institute of Policy Studies, 2017). The rationale behind these Muslim belief's is based around the story of  Lots‘s people in the Qu’ran and the prophet Muhammad (15:73, 26:165) (Murray and Roscoe, 1997) . However lesbian homosexuality seems to be disputable with some Muslim followers as it is stated, penetration is not involved in these relationships and are less punishable (ReligionFacts.com, 2016).  In Islam  there are laws that are called Shi’a, incorporated in this law is the concern for the display of homosexual behaviour in the public eye (ReligionFacts.com, 2016). 

These religious views are also shown in today’s society in the form of soap operas. Soap operas focus on real life issues and portray them in a way that is easier for the public to relate to and sympathise. Homosexual relationships are televised more in Britain in comparison to the US (Anderson, 2017). Homosexual relationships between gay men has been incorporated in soap operas for the last two decades (Anderson, 2017). Many generations watch these televised programmes which incorporate controversial story lines that relate to the ongoing topics within society. Due to the sensitivity that some of these story lines highlight, it is unusual for them to be televised before the watershed (Ofcom, 2013). The first televised homosexual storyline in Britain was shown in 1982 in Brookside, where the character was proud and openly gay. In the 1980’s the final process of Section 28 was ongoing, this section  is called The Prohibition of Political Publicity, this act was put in place to ensure that the  “promotion”of  homosexuality did not take place (Legislation Gov, 1995).  In 1984 Brookside was the first soap opera to air the first lesbian kiss,  the actors playing the couple received many letters from young girls who were currently struggling with their own sexuality (McGrath, 2016). The soap opera EastEnders has been highlighting homosexual male relationships since the 1980s, this soap aired the first homosexual kiss of the forehead scene between the character Colin Russell and his partner Barry Clark (Anderson, 2017). This scene received negative attention from some of the public, to the significance that Parliament began to question if homosexuality was appropriate for family television (Anderson, 2017). The reason behind Parliament intervening was due to the apparent spread of AIDS in UK (Anderson, 2017). Even though this scene gained some negative attention from some of the public, others believed that it was powerful and had an impact on public attitudes towards LBGTQIA individuals (Anderson, 2017). Activists saw this as a slight break through within acceptance (Anderson, 2017). 

The soap industry focuses on all ages and in 2004 Coronation Street actor Bruno Langley talks about his character Todd Grimshaw’s first homosexual scene, and how far the industry has come today in relation to sexual orientation (McGrath, 2016). Langley also mentions about individuals of the older generation stopping him and saying: “ It had reminded them of a bit of their history. It obviously had affected them and touched them. I was really proud.”(McGrath, 2016). This shows that some individuals of the older generation can relate to the struggles shown by actors playing characters who categorise within the LGBT community, and these story lines have helped in some way. Homosexual relationships have been shown within many soaps operas, however not always linking to religion as previously discussed. Over the years there have been some interlinking stories such as the 1980’s scene where the character Dot Cotton who follows the Christian faith, refused to attend her friend Colin Russtle’s  marriage due to it being a same-sex wedding (Nankervis, 2016). In this scene the character of  Dot explains  

‘I’ve been invited to a friend’s wedding. I can’t go. I want to go but it isn’t right. They shouldn’t be getting married,isn’t right to attend a wedding of two men.’ (Nankervis, 2016)

EastEnders also created a story about a Muslim family whose son pursues a gay love affair (Holmwood and McLean, 2009). This story highlights the conflict between religion and sexual feeling some individuals have, and the effects this may have within their faith group and family life, as there is a high risk of being ostracised (Holmwood and McLean, 2009). According to the Gallup Coexist Index 2009: A Global Study of Interfaith Relations, Muslims in Britain have zero tolerance towards homosexual acts compared to their counterparts in France and Germany (Mogahed, 2009). The Gallup Coexist Index 2009, consists of interviews with Muslims and non-Muslims in the UK, France and Germany. This research goal is to measure global attitudes towards homosexuals from the same religion but different geographical location (Mogahed, 2009). This poll showed that Muslims in Britain have a more conservative view in relation to homosexual acts, abortion, viewing pornography, suicide and sex outside marriage than the other locations (Mogahed, 2009). Out of 500 British Muslims that were interviewed 35% believed that homosexual acts were morally acceptable and 78% non-Muslim Britons were interviewed (Mogahed, 2009).

Stonewall Riots 1969  
In the 1960s it was illegal to display “homosexuality” in public, also men could be arrested for dressing up in drag and women could be arrested for wearing anything less than three items of clothing that are not seen as“feminine” (Holland, 2017). In 1866 the Stonewall Inn opened, Stonewall was a place where everyone could be themselves regardless of their identity or sexual orientation (Holland, 2017) This gives people of all sexual orientation the opportunity to be free, although three years later the Inn was raided by police (Holland, 2017). The Stonewall riots 1969 was the catalyst for LGBT civil rights movement. This riot was an ongoing build-up of negative attitudes and regulations (Wright, 1999). During this time there were very little places you could be openly gay. In New York there were laws put in place prohibiting homosexuality in public with regular raids and the shutting down of businesses and gay establishments (Wright, 1999). The 1970’s shows a remarkable shift for the LGBT community in America and its surrounding areas (Rosen, 2017). 

A few months after the riots many activists proposed a resolution at the Eastern Regional Conference of Homophile Organisations (ERCHO) in Philadelphia, and made them aware that a march would take place in New York City on the first year anniversary of the riots as a way of remembering the catalyst of the LGBTQIA movement (Holland, 2017). During this march everyone was welcome there were ‘no dress or age regulations and restrictions’ (Holland, 2017). Brena Howard is a well known activist who has a history of involvement within many different movements. Brena identifies as a bisexual individual which means she holds strong beliefs and a clear understanding of the LGBTQIA movement and their main goals for acceptance ( Forum, 2013) . Meetings to discuss the plans for this movement and parade took part in the locality of Oscar Wilde’s bookshop, that was based on Christopher Street (Holland, 2017) . Here the first detail of the parade were formulated and later named ‘The Christopher Street Liberation Day March’ (Browse.nypl.org, n.d.).  In 1999 President Bill Clinton issued the first ever declaration that the month of June, would be now known as ‘Gay and Lesbian Pride Month’. However later George W. Bush did not continue this tradition, but was reinforced and celebrated in the leadership of Barack Obama (Holland, 2017). In 2016 Obama dedicated 7.7 acers’ of land surrounding the re opened Stonewall Inn currently known as the Stonewall National Movement, as the first national LGBT park in the US (Holland, 2017). This gesture form Obama developed awareness about the history behind this location and the progression within the movement of the LGBT community. Michael Adams, the Executive Director of Services and Advocacy for GLBT Elders, stated that

 “In the early days of the modern LGBT movement, the Gay Liberation Front was one of the most visible and vocal organisations promoting equality for the LGBT community.”  (Frizzell, 2013)

During this period saw the beginning of Gay Pride week (Cable News Network, Image 6)

Image 6: The First Gay Pride Parade 1970’s
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(Cable News Network, 2016)

The movement of the LGBT community had impacts on many opinions, 1973 saw the board of the American Psychiatric Association vote to remove homosexuality from the classified list of psychiatric disorders (Rosen, 2014). Following the positive movements of Gay pride the LGBT community became affected by the negatively publicised headlines in relation to Aids (Rosen, 2014). These publications targeted all individuals in LGBT community with the fear and spread of aids (Rosen, 2014, image 7).

Image 7:1981, New York Times article
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  (Rosen, 2014)

In the 1970s one man known as ‘patient zero’ was accused of being the cause for the spread of HIV and Aids in America. This accusation was the development of Gay stigma (Neese, 2016). Individuals of the gay community were seen to be the cause of this epidemic due to their behaviour and sexual activities. Larry Kramer and six others were the developers for the HIV/Aids organisation in 1982. The accusation of ‘patient zero’ who was known by Kramer and his team was researched. It was found that ‘patient zero’ was not in that location at the time in question. A co-founder of Kramer’s organisation, Eric Sawyer stated “It was a witch hunt, it was as if society needed someone to blame for the appearance of a new and alarming plague and gay men were the target” (Neese, 2016). This caused negative attitudes towards the gay community and all gay men were responsible for the spread of HIV and other diseases and should be avoided. It has been known that many gay individuals were fired from jobs, evicted, denied public accommodation and also refused health insurance.  The stigma surrounding the gay community due to this saw the development of the gay movement, fighting for gay rights and equal lives (Neese, 2016). Unfortunately the negative association between gay culture and HIV still remains years later. However the progression made by the medical industry now supplies us with treatments that can help individuals who are HIV positive live a longer and healthier life. There is still relatively negative opinion on the gay culture and its link to deceases even with medical support. In 2014 more than 600,000 gay and bisexual men are living with HIV in the United States (US). Of those who contracted HIV in 2014 up to 70% (26,200) were either gay, bisexual or other men who have sex with men (Neese, 2016) .  According to Public Health England (PHE) in 2016 there were 5,164 people who had been newly diagnosed with the HIV infection within the UK (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). These statistics equate to 3,938 of those infected male and 1,226 female, this number decreasing from 6,286 cases within 2017 (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). Statistics show that the UK is one of the first countries in Europe to see such a decline in HIV cases related to the LGBT community (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). This decline in infections has only been possible due to the level of LGBT individuals getting tested and attending sexual health clinics on a regular basis. This reducing the number of LGBT cases to 37,224 in 2017 and 143,560 in 2016 (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). This is positive for the LGBT community as this group are regularly negatively associated with HIV. However, HIV still remains a rising epidemic as the number of late diagnoses is high within heterosexuals (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). In 2016 2,110 men and women were diagnosed with HIV that was acquired through heterosexual contact, this is compared to statistics of 2017, which saw 4,060 heterosexuals of both sexes diagnosed (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017).

A high percentage of people living with HIV are geographically located in low and middle class economical countries (Sidibe, 2017). It has been estimated that 25.2 million people who live in Sub-Sahara Africa are living with the HIV infection, and 19.4 million of these estimated are located in the Eastern and Southern areas of Africa as shown (Sidibe,2017, Image 8).

Image 8:  Global HIV and AIDS statistics
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(Sidibe,2017)

Not everyone feels the same about the LGBTQIA community, some individuals have taken their own opinions and views to a negative and violent aspect. There have been many violent attacks of hate crime on people of the LGBT community around the globe. People of the LGBT community have been victims of inequality, discrimination, social exclusion and inhumane treatment. Due to the severity of some of these attacks they have been publicised. The police definition of a hate crime is that of “any criminal offence the victim feels hostility or any form of prejudice towards someone’s race, religion, disability, sexual orientation or Transgender identity” (Antjoule, 2012).

According to the Home Office, Office for National Statistics and Ministry of Justice (2013)  278,000 hate crimes are committed each year in England and Wales, however only 52,528 of these possible hate crimes are actually reported (Antjoule, 2016). One hate crime that has caught the attention of the media is that of American Cece’s case. Cece’s case was later made into a documentary to highlight the effects some crimes can have on peoples lives, however not all hate crime victims survive. Cece is a transgender lady who was a victim of hate crime (BBC Iplayer, 2018). Cece was attacked and later imprisoned for murdering her attacker in self-defence.  However there were major flaws in the case and whilst it was ongoing Cece was put in a male prison and was restricted in many ways compared to her fellow prisoners (BBC Iplayer, 2018). This includes her clothing and free time she was not allowed out the same time as the other prisoners it was said that this was ‘for her own safety’ (BBC Iplayer, 2018). 

The treatment Cece received in prison is contradictory to the Human Rights Act 2015 (Memon, 2016). The Human Rights Act 2015 was put in place to protect all individuals and ensure that people are treated properly and with dignity, regardless of their race, sexual orientation, religion or disability (Memon, 2016). There are many aspects of this law that were not being withheld in this case, the one that strikes the most important is that of Article 3 (Memon, 2016). Article 3 of The Human Rights Act 2015 states that no individual should be subject for the prohibition of torture (Memon, 2016). This Article states that no one shall be subject to torture, inhuman and or degrading treatment and punishments (Memon, 2016). As detailed previously Cece’s treatment by officers appeared degrading and inappropriate for individuals of the law. This was shown through the rules put in place in relation to clothing and free cell time, also to the specific gender of the prison itself as degrading as Cece is socially identified as a transgender female. Placing her in a male prison was disregarding her human right to be free and who she wanted to be this part of Article 14 of the Human Rights Act 2015 (Memon, 2016).   

Linking to this story is that of many other individuals whose Human Rights have been disregarded and are discriminated within the prison system for their sexual orientation and are wrongly sent to a prison of their opposite identified gender. It is argued that the selection of what gender prison the individual is sent to is purely based on the birth certificate or gender recognition certificate (BBC News, 2015). For individuals who are in the process of transitioning and are yet legally recognised as their preferred gender they can be sent to a prison housing inmates of a different gender (BBC News, 2015). There are no current Government figures on the number of transgender inmates in prison, it is  estimated that there are at least 80 transgender inmates in the UK system (BBC News, 2015). The latest figure of the Ministry of Justice shows, that 85,977 prisoners are men and 3,935 prisoners are female within UK prisons (BBC News, 2015). The Ministry of Justice statistics for England and Wales show that from March and April 2016, within 33 of 123 public and private prisons there have been said to be 1 or more transgenders as inmates (Assets Publishing Service, 2018). However 70% of inmates are presenting themselves as different gender than what was assigned at birth (Assets Publishing Service, 2018) .  In a survey it showed that 52 inmates reported their gender as male, 14 female and 4 did not state their gender  (Assets Publishing Service, 2018) . It has been reported that within the prison system there are 0.8%  of transgender inmates per every 1,000 in custody (Assets Publishing Service, 2018) .

In some cases the forms of discrimination received within these institutions from both other prisoners and some staff is too much to handle, and is re-occurring daily torture. Transgender individuals are at a higher risk of depression,self harm, substance misuse, suicidal thoughts and behaviour compares to cisgender individuals (Dockerty and Gurra, 2015). Cisgender is the term used to describe those individuals who identify as their gender assigned at birth and this is perceived through their bodily presentation (Sanders, 2017). Studies have highlighted that in the UK 1 in 3 transgender people have experienced major depression (Dockerty and Guerra, 2015). In the UK at least 1 in 2 transgender people self-harm, and young transgender people have a high rate of substance misuse which links to an increase in suicides (Dockerty and Guerra, 2015).

The terminology used regarding different sexual orientation has been an ongoing process. As people become more accepted towards the LGBTQIA community, is not seen as much of a taboo to talk about the differences in sexual orientation. It is identified that the already set in stone acronyms may not suit a preferred sexual orientation of an individual or group which is where the creation of  a new acronym is developed.  The term Homosexual is the word used over time positively and negatively associated with individuals who experience sexual and emotional attractions toward individuals of the same sex. In today’s society this word is no longer a way individuals self-identify themselves, now individuals of a different sexual orientation are now identified within the LGBTQIA community (Sanders, 2017).    

Drag Queen’s Protests and Recognition for the LGBTQIA Community

Drag Queens became a very important part of American gender identity. Drag queens are usually watched by straight men who are willing to pay whatever it takes to be entertained by a man in drag (Halberstam, 1998).  Some scholars have traced the word “Drag” in relation to men in women’s costumes as early the 1850’s (Halberstam, 1989). This term was used for actors that played a female role, and young men at the time who preferred to wear clothes usually identified with females (Halberstam, 1989). Male impersonation in theatrical traditions can date back centuries, and was highly used in Shakespearian theatre (Halberstam, 1989). The impersonations of males became highly popular at  the turn of the century on and off stage  (Halbertsam, 198). In 1933 Hollywood's Motion Picture Production Code was passed which banned all performances of gender interpretation (Halbertstam, 1989).  Here individuals began to used Drag as a way of overcoming performance anxiety, this has been shown within the 2016 film ‘The Danish Girl’ this film is based on a true story. The story behind this this current two year old film, is that of a Danish landscape painter called Einar Wegener who felt he was two people in the same body that fought for supremacy (Harrod, 2016). Due to his anxieties of public appearances to events Wegener would dress in drag as his alter ego on his behalf, this saw difficulties within his marriage and Wagener found his alter ego was becoming stronger and the preferred identity which then saw the slow process of transitioning (Harrod, 2016).

Before individuals began to socially identify as a part of the LGBTQIA community, people who dressed in clothes suited to their opposed gender were labelled as cross-dressers (Saunders, 2017). As cross dressing was linked to a cisgneder individual wearing clothing to suit he opposing gender, in today's society this term is no longer used and is refereed to as Drag (Sanders,2017). The terminology Drag is used to describe a person of one gender who presents themselves in clothing of another gender (Sanders, 2017).  A Drag King is a female who usually dresses up as man (Halberstam., 1998). This a relatively new phenomena compared to what is usually considered as interpenetration (Halberstam, 1998). 
In 2018 Shane Jenek  also known as Courtney Act who is a part of RuPal Drag Race became a contestant within the Big Brother House.  Shane is openly gay but identifies as gender queer, Shane uses his alter ego Courtney when going on dates (Jackman, 2018). Being favoured by many members of the public Courtney made it to the finals. However meeting negativity linked to her sexual orientation and chosen form of identity, Courtney faced this positively and  became more inclined to discuss matters openly in relation to her sexual orientation. Within the Big Brother house Courtney was faced with discrimination by a well known retired MP Ann Widdocome (Ramsden, 2018). The behaviour and comments Ann made towards Courtney were widely publicised, this included conversations about Ann’s previous political votes against all pro LGBT legislation whilst in Parliament (Percival,2018). There was also talk about Ann’s supporting voice for gay cure therapy (Percival, 2018). Despite these negative comments from Ann, Courtney  Act still remained to have a high fan base allowing her to achieve a high number of votes and win the show. During her time in the show Courtney was shown from two different perspectives and sexual orientation. In an interview held after the show Ann’s comments were questioned and proved to be that of a generational perspective, however due to her previous stance in public politics these views should be that of equality and rights for all regardless of their difference if that be race, religion or sexuality (Percival, 2018).  In interviews Ann stated that her views may be unfashionable but same sex marriage made her feel “alienated and very angry” (Deen, 2018). In  today’s society these views can be seen as very dated. Within the show Ann also misidentified her other house mate India Willoughby, who is a Transgender woman as he despite knowing the difficulties India had faced whilst transitioning (Deen, 2018)..  Are these views generational?, Do the older generation find it hard to be more accepting to the change in sexual orientations and the awareness of the LGBTQIA community?  In a statement from Ann Widdocome she talks about what winning the show would mean to her. Ann stated it would bring me “ a hefty pay cheque and the promotion of old fashioned views” due to many political results over the past few years it is clear that some of the public may share similar views. This could be seen as homophobia by traditional values of decadency. Being respectful of other peoples views and still being open about a different perception of sexuality Courtney Act stated that “Coming into the house is a validation that it is okay to be different” (Deen, 2018). Courtney felt this way due to the ongoing change in acceptance for the LGBT community and later stated “The UK has such a different relationship to gender, sexuality and every race. It is more progressive than America and Australia, its inspiring” ( Kelly, 2018). 

The UK Local Government publicised an Act in 1988 incorporated within this act was section 28. Section 28 was titled The Prohibition of Political Publicity, this act was put in place to prohibit all local authorities from “promoting” homosexuality or gay “pretended family relationships” (Legislation Gov, 1995). This act also ensured that councils did not invest any money on educational materials and projects that could possibly perceive to promote a gay lifestyle to children (Legislation Gov, 1995).

There are many individuals of all ages who in today’s society do not feel like they are inhabiting the right biological body for their preferred sexual orientation, and are in the process of transitioning or questioning  and researching it. Choosing to transition is a major step in an individuals acceptance to their sexual orientation and also for the acceptance or possible understanding they receive from society(NHS.uk, 2016). Due to the current progression of legislation within relation to the LGBTQIA communities rights, many people have decided that it is time for them to take that final step to finally become comfortable within themselves and the body they inhabit. The process of transitioning is a time consuming process and can not be reversed due to the drugs used and their effects on the body (NHS.uk, 2016).  There is a current publicised documentary of a 15 year old’s story, this child was born a girl but however  feels that being a man is his natural gender identity (BBC Iplayer, 2017). This young individual is one of the first children in Britain to be prescribed this new form of treatment to complete the gender transitioning procedure (BBC Iplayer, 2017). The new treatment in place for transitioning individuals is a hormone blocker, this medication administered in the form of an injection will block all the female hormones that are being released in the body. This meaning the body will not be affected by them stopping the changes these hormones make to the body such as the development of breasts (BBC Iplayer, 2017). However in this case the child wanting to transition is young, to ensure that this is exactly what they want many medical appointments and counselling took place in the run up to their 16th birthday (NHS.uk, 2016). The final decision for this child was about the thought of having their own family. Due to the sexual orientation of the child if they were to in the future decide to have a child it would be difficult, although with the high technology we have invented today this could be possible as two eggs can be emerged and fertilised by a donor sperm or by using other cells in the body  (News.bbc.co.uk, 2016). Just after the individuals 16th birthday a final consultation was given and the hormone blocker injections were given, these will help him achieve what he feels is right and natural(BBC Iplayer, 2017).

The term Lesbian is referred to a woman who experiences their sexual and emotional attractions towards other women. There are many negative words associated with same sex female relationships (Sanders, 2017). Lesbians have also been referred to as Lesbos this terminology was associated with Fellatio and Sappho with the desire of prostitution that a Lesbian desire (Halberstam,1989). This desire gives women the ability to take on the role of the penetrator and her masculinity is what gave same sex female sexual activity the association with the Greek word ‘tribade’ (Halberstam, 1989).  The history of the word ‘tribade’ highlights the masculinity of some female sexual practices (Halberstanm, 2017)    
2.4. Gender Representations: Current Context

The Office of National Statistics Census Report 2017 main objective of this report is to understand and assess the effects of quality of response, 208,000 households in England and Wales took part in the census (Shipsey, 2017). Within this report the sexual orientation section was a identification section (Shipsey, 2017, image 9).

Image 9: The paper questionnaire version of the sexual orientation question
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 (Shipsey, 2017)
Including the sexual orientation question showed some interesting results, the census showed that those of the older generation would not answer this question but would not generally boycott the whole questionnaire (Shipsey, 2017). The level of individuals who did not respond to this specific sexual question included 8.4%, 4.8% of this were people who completed the questionnaire online but skipped the question and 20.2% on paper  (Shipsey, 2017).  This table shows the distribution of individuals within the population who participated, and their classification within the LGBT community (Shipsey, 2017). This survey showed that 88.7% of the individuals who participated in this question identify as heterosexuals, 1.8% Lesbian or Gay, 0.6% Bisexual, however 0.5% of the population answered other, with 8.4% as don’t know or refused to supply that information (Shipsey, 2017). Trying to keep legal documentation up to date with all the current terminology is very difficult, especially when the individuals themselves are still unsure of their sexual orientation or it is irregularity or it can not be specifically labelled at that preferred time.  
Gender fluidity is a term used for individuals whose gender or gender expression shifts between masculine and feminine (Sanders,2017). These shifts can be perceived through the way the individual publicly presents themselves in the form of their clothing, appearance or expression (Sanders, 2017). However, this can also be through how the individuals themselves identify their gender to others (Sanders, 2017). There have been many current stories of families who have decided to become Gender Fluid which means they have brought their children up with no specific gender and are dressed in clothes of both genders, and also both socially gender toys are available. The parents do not associate with a specific gender (Deevoy, 2017) . Much research has looked into the shift in sexual orientation and gender identification in this millennial, this generation is also known as the ‘gender fluid generation’ (Truong, 2017). In 2001 GLAAD  statistics show that 12% of millennial’s identify as transgender or gender non-conforming, the younger generation are more likely to identify as a part of the LGBT community than previous generations (Truong, 2017). According to the United Nations between 0.5% and 1.7% of the population are born with intersex traits (Truong, 2017). An individual who identifies as intersex is someone whose physical, hormonal or chromosomal sex characteristics at birth does not fit into the category of either male or female (Sanders, 2017). There have been many discussions about important changes over the past few months in relation to the LGBTQIA community. This includes things such as passports, gender fluid uniforms in schools, gender fluid toilets worldwide. 

For some individuals of the LGBTQIA community it is very difficult to complete documentation as not all forms are adapted to the current changes in sexual orientation and gender identification.  Due to the current changes the Government are introducing procedures to improve the equality of all sexual orientations. There have been ongoing discussions about a gender fluid passport (Mail Online, 2018). Campaigner Christie Elan-Cane has been fighting for gender fluid passports and has urged the High Court to rule the current Government policy making in relation to passports ‘unlawful’ (Mail Online, 2018).  In the UK the passport application process requires individuals to indicate whether they are male or female, this is seen as discriminatory towards individuals of a different orientation (Mail Online, 2018). Christie Elan-Cane highlights that this is a breach of human rights linking to article 2 and 7 stating that everyone has the right to not be discriminated against on the basis of their gender or sexual identity ERHR UN.org. (n.d.). There have also been many stories of schools building gender fluid toilets on the premises to reduce inequalities and any negative comments from the public (Sanghani, 2017). Some places across the UK have already implemented gender neutral toilets (Sanghani, 2017). Also another topic related to the the education system is uniforms, over the past few months there have been ongoing debates on whether schools should have  gender fluid uniforms to become more sensitive towards children questioning their gender identity (Kelly, 2016). In Britain 80 publicly funded schools have now adapted their gender neutral policies (Kelly, 2016). Some of these schools have removed any specific gender identification in their polices or have informed the children they can wear whatever part of the uniform they feel comfortable with (Kelly, 2016).

Over the current months there have been many changes within the law in relation to the LGBTQIA community linking to equality and rights. This includes the Civil Partnerships Act 2004 that gave same sex couples the right to register as a civil partnership, however they can not call themselves married for legal purposes (Ons.gov.uk, n.d.). A civil partnership only consists of the couple signing a civil partnership document (Ons.gov.uk, n.d.). In the eyes of the LBGTQIA community a ‘civil partnership’ is not the same as a heterosexual marriage and is not equal as it makes the same sex couples relationship look less important to a heterosexual one (Ons.gov.uk, n.d.). This was later looked at by the Government as a civil partnership was a different legal regime to a heterosexual marriage that was previously incorporated within the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 and the Marriage Act 1949 updated in 2013 (Legislation.gov.uk, n.d.). 2013 saw a major shift within LGBTQIA rights because the Marriage Act was updated and  same sex marriages included, this meaning same sex couples now have the right to be  legally solemnized (Equality Human Rights, 2014). The Office of National Statistics (ONS) shows that after the legalisation of same sex marriages in 2013 over 6,493 people chose to get married and 56% of these individuals were same sex female couples, 9,160 same sex couples converted their civil partnerships into a same sex marriage (Ons.gov.uk, n.d.). These statistics show that more female couples feel that a same sex marriage compared to a civil partnership means more and could possible be a sift to equality and acceptance from society (Ons.gov.uk, n.d.). This graph shows the statistical information a bit clearer and gives a bit more of an understanding of how much impact this change in law has had on the LGBTQIA community (Ons.gov.uk, n.d,Image 10.)    

Image 10: Marriage rates for opposite-sex couples, 1935 to 2015 England and Wales.
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  (Ons.gov.uk, n.d)

This graph also shows the change of comparison and importance of homosexual marriages and heterosexual ones. Along with the equality of same sex marriages LGBTQIA couples gained more rights now that they were officially legally recognised. Married same sex couples have qualified for more equal rights this includes equal parenthood and financial rights (Citizensadvice.org.uk, 2015) . In the case of the death of a spouse the partner will inherit the home and its contents as well as its remaining estates (Citizensadvice.org.uk, 2015) . However, this is only if a will is not left and if so it does not state any difference (Citizensadvice.org.uk, 2015). Even though the right to marriage has brought a positive aspect to the LGBTQIA community along with the other equal rights a same sex couple should have in comparison to their counterparts, the LGBTQIA community still face some negativity which includes the views some religions have and the fact that only some religious buildings will allow same sex marriages to take place (GOV.UK, n.d.). Anglican Churches do not allow same sex couples to be married in them, although some other religious buildings do (GOV.UK, n.d.). To allow a religious same sex marriage to take place the organisation has to be in agreement and the premises has to be registered to marry same sex couples (GOV.UK, n.d.).  For same sex relationships to be practised in a non-Anglican Christian Church the couple have to give the registry office 28 days notice before the ceremony (GOV.UK, n.d.). Organisations in England and Wales are now allowed to refuse to conduct religious ceremonies for same sex couples under the legal framework (Phys.org, 2017). Under this framework 42,000 places of worship have excluded the right for same sex couples to be married (Phys.org, 2017). The Marriage (same sex couple) Act 2013 provides religious organisations with the right to opt in to conduct same sex ceremonies, this does not include the Church of England (Phys.org, 2017).

In today’s society many individuals are unsure about their sexual orientation and do not fit into the current acronyms, this is when the category extends (Bell, 2016). In the society we currently live in these categorisations are unnecessary as the acceptance of the LGBTQIA  is developing daily. As many individuals are understanding their own sexual orientations and gender identification new acronyms will be developed on a regular basis. However, some individuals of the LGBTQIA community prefer to be labelled (Pitcher and Itern, 2016). Understanding why the labels of the LGBT community exist can be hard as there is no apparent reason although, some individuals within the community abstain from using labels as they do not feel they need to quantify their identity (Pitcher and Itern, 2016). Other LGBTQIA individuals feel that their preferred gender identity is to hard too label and does not fit a category (Pitcher and Itern, 2016). Some individuals categorise under the LGBTQIA community, these are content with their chosen gender identity and feel that having a label is more beneficial for other people to understand (Pitcher and Itern, 2016). Sexual orientation and gender identity is being highlighted in many forms in today’s society. However, individuals who do not characterise as what society sees as the ‘norm’ are always questioned. What is classed as the ‘norm’ generally in relation to gender is what we are assigned at birth (Gender Spectrum, 2017). Sexual orientation at its current level is beginning to be understood by many, labels are just used as a form of categorisation for documentation and identity. With the current ongoing development in relation to the  LGBTQIA community, it is shown that acceptance is possible and perhaps in the future people can just be themselves. 

Image 11: Labels are for clothes.  
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      (Odysse, 2015)

2.5. Gender Representations in Media

Over the years there have been many influential celebrities and activists who have built the path to equality and awareness of the LGBTQIA. This has helped the public gain the confidence to “come out” and self-identify under the umbrella of the LGBTQIA community. This includes concerts in the name of the LGBTQIA movement, attending gay pride events and also raising awareness (Donnelly, 2015). Many celebrities are not afraid to share their stories about their sexual orientation in this generation. This includes many from different generations Ocor Wilde, Gareth Thomas, George Michel, Ricky Marten, Whitney Huston, Wander Sykes, Miley Cyrus and Frank Ocean (McCormick, 2017), these are only a few influential people who have aided the LGBTQIA movement and have shared their own stories and battles they faced  when coming out. The recognition for individuals who have been treated inhumanely and discriminated against because of their chosen sexual orientation is also taken into consideration and fought for (Amnesty.org.uk, 2013).

There are many celebrities who have been in the spotlight for having the confidence to ‘come out’. People of all generations pay attention to these stories and may understand the difficulties that have been faced and share the same feelings about their current gender identification. However, as the awareness of LGBTQIA stories and rights have become widely publicised people are beginning to question their own gender identities (Bulman, 2017). Could the constant publiciation of ‘being different’ encourage people to categorise themselves to keep up with the times (Bulman, 2017).

2.6. Gender Representations: The Future

Over the years there have been many legal developments in relation to the LGBTQIA community. This first started in 2011 when the Governments LGBT Equality Action Plan was put into place (GOV.UK, 2015). The goal of this action plan was to reinforce equality for the LGBT community, tackle forms of hate crime including homophobia in schools and promote LGBT rights abroad (GOV.UK, 2015). In 2011 the Transgender Equality Action Plan was also put into place (GOV.UK, 2015). The most current form of legislation for the LGBT community is that of The Same Sex Marriage Act 2013 (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017)., this act gave the LGBTQIA community a big step in acceptance despite the negativity faced as previously discussed (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2017). Due to the ongoing positivity and success with equal rights the LGBTQIA community are receiving, there have been many positive attitudes that have developed. It is very clear that we still have a long way to go until complete acceptance is achieved, this can be done with ongoing positive news on the topic if it be within soap operas, newspapers or televised news. However, we have achieved so much within this generation and the apparent reason is that the younger generation appear to be more acceptive to people’s choice of gender identification than other generations (Roth, 2015).
2.7. Conclusion

Britain is currently leading the way with acceptance for LGBTQIA compared to other countries, taking the initiative to adapt our society to fit. As discussed the LGBTQIA community have faced large difficulties over the years. However the ongoing movements within the community have helped shift societal attitudes. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. Introduction

This topic very relevant worldwide and is affecting people in every aspect of life. Great strides have been made, however society has still got a long way to go to ensure LGBTQIA individuals are fully equally incorporate in society. This will help reduce discrimination and prejudice towards this community and possibly decrease the level of low self esteem and  mental health within this group. Levels of suicide and self harms will reduce, helping  individuals in society become more acceptive and look at the person not their sexual orientation. These themes are key indicators within this peace and aspect that need addressing and assessing. 

3.2. Negative Attitudes in the Modern World

There are still negative attitudes towards the LGBTQIA community. These attitudes continue globally and the only way these will change is if the Government responds to these attitudes and implements procedures within the law. 

3.3. Change of Attitudes through Celebrity Culture

The Role of Celebrity Culture can be seen positively and negativity, as celebrity stories are what has encouraged people to come out and talk openly about their gender identity. However, the publication of LGBTQIA celebrities pressurises individuals to categorise as part of the LGBTQIA as it is seen as the new ‘in thing’. The reduction of labels needs to be the first step for equality and publicising ‘ you are who you, are be proud’.

3.4. A Fashionable Statement or Freedom to be Myself

As previously discussed celebrity culture and being proud to be classified as an individual of the LGBTQIA community is becoming widely highlighted. The acceptance of different gender identities as a whole could reduce the long term ‘fashion’ statement of being different, giving people the opportunity to just be themselves without the label.

3.5. Conclusion

The LGBTQIA community face many challenges in relation to acceptance and what this means for out future generations. It is not apparent what the future holds in relation to gender identification, what is evident is not everyone will share the same views and opinions due to their upbringing and life experiences.     

4. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The method used for this piece is that of a literature review using a wide variety of second hand research. Many aspects of this topic have been discussed in detail and the final result is that, not enough is being done to ensure that people of the LGBTQIA community are being treated equally through all aspects of their lives. The wide publication that a persons gender identity ‘needs’ a label needs to be reduced as this could have a possible effect on the increasing numbers of young children who now classify themselves under the LGBTQIA umbrella. When considering the themes in the discussion and results section it is evident that the negative attitudes in the world towards the LGBTQIA community have caused issues. This suggest that there is a need to reduce negative attitudes; thus the following recommendations can be made:

Recommendation 1:

Negative attitudes in relation to the LGBTQIA community is more apparent amongst the older generation, this can be worked addressed through well informed representation within  the media to promote the positive influential attitudes.  

Recommendation 2:
Discrimination and stigmatised attitudes have been linked to the LGBTQIA community for decades. With the change in the legal system this is now classified  as an offence. To minimise these cases the public need to be educated about what strategies are put in place and how they are being implemented and evaluated. 

Recommendation 3:

Societal view have an influential affect on how individuals are treated, to ensure that all human beings are being treated equal with dignity and respect. Within British society our development in acceptance towards the LGBTQIA community and their rights are progressive, this shows that regardless of the label equality is the ultimate goal.    
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	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	BERA Ethical guidelines
	☒

	UWTSD Ethical guideline 
	☒

	
	☐


SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity

	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person:

	Institution
	

	Contact person name
	

	Contact person e-mail address
	


Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation

	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation


SECTION E: Details of Research Activity

	Indicative title:
	Do today’s attitudes towards the LGBTQIA community indicate a shift in acceptance? Could this have an impact on an individual’s mental health?

	 Proposed start date:
	October’17
	Proposed end date:
	8th May’18

	Purpose of research activity (including aims and objectives)

Outline the purpose, aims and objectives of the research activity, including key research questions. Show briefly how existing research has informed the proposed activity and explain what the research activity will add and how it addresses an area of importance. (Maximum 300 words)

	The purpose of my literature review is to understand if the shift in attitudes towards the LGBTQIA community makes individuals feel more accepted today and if this has an impact on their mental health. I would also like to research if this shift has made people of the older generation feel more comfortable within their chosen sexual orientation than in their upbringing and life experiences. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. (Maximum 600 words)

	Literature Review

(this box should expand as you type)

	Location of research activity

Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	Literature Review

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity

	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box


	☐
	☒


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants

	Who are the intended participants:
	YES
	NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☒

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children under 18?
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify):

Social media shared questionnaire that will be shared by friends, family and friends of friend’s participants will be unknown. 


	☐
	☒


	Participant numbers and source

Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	Lit Review


	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	Literature Review

(this box should expand as you type)


	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	Lit Review

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

Yes                               ☐
 No                                   ☒


	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Literature Review

 (this box should expand as you type)

	

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	Literature Review

 (this box should expand as you type)

	

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Literature Review

 (this box should expand as you type)

	

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	There are no risks to the university or institution.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Adverse outcomes

List measures put in place to limit any adverse effects or outcomes of research activity where appropriate. Include any emergency protocols. 

	Appropriate time given to complete research.

Ensure all guidelines are being followed. 

Safeguarding issues may come into place due to the sensitivity of the topic.

(this box should expand as you type)


	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Has a DBS certificate been obtained?
	☒
	☐
	☐


SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	Feedback
What feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	Lit Review

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded.

	Lit Review

	Confidentiality / Anonymity

Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	Lit Review


SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	
	YES
	NO

	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the Data Protection Act)?

“personal data” means data which relate to a living individual who can be identified—

(a) from those data, or

(b) from those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data controller, and includes any expression of opinion about the individual and any indication of the intentions of the data controller or any other person in respect of the individual.
	☐
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	Lit Review

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Does it involve sensitive personal data (as defined by the Data Protection Act)?

“Sensitive personal data” means personal data consisting of information as to –

(a) the racial or ethnic origin of the data subject,

(b) his political opinions,

(c ) his religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,

(d) whether he is a member of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),

€ his physical or mental health or condition,

(f) his sexual life,

(g) the commission or alleged commission by him of any offence, or

(h) any proceedings for any offence committed or alleged to have been committed by him, the disposal of such proceedings or the sentence of any court in such proceedings.
	☐
	☒

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:


Lit review 

	Will the research activity involve storing personal data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:


	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption and anonymisation:

	. My research will be saved in a safe place and will be password protected. 

(this box should expand as you type)


	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the Data Protection Act (and/or any international equivalent):

	Lit Review 

(this box should expand as you type)


	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	Lit Review:

· Learning support

· Supervisor lecturer

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	I myself will have control over the generated research activity and data.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	All data will be stored until I graduate in July 2018, my data will be stored technologically on my private laptop that is protected by a password.  

(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION K: Declaration

	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	Signature of applicant: S Hurford
	Date:
	22/11/17


For students:

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Dr C Lohmann-Hancock

	Signature:
	Dr C Lohmann-Hancock



	Date:
	22/11/2017


For staff:

	Head of School/Assistant Dean:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


	Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:

☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)



	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.
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