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Introduction
Hello, today I’m going to be talking about Speech, Language and Communication Needs, also known as SLCN.

SLCN affects the way children understand and communicate with other people. Some children may struggle to understand instructions, explain their thoughts clearly, or interact socially with others. These difficulties can affect learning, confidence and friendships in school. 

I chose this topic because communication is such an important part of education and everyday life. Children use communication skills all the time in lessons, group work and social situations. If a child struggles with communication, it can affect lots of different areas of development.

According to the Department for Education, early support is important for children with additional learning needs (DfE, 2015). Without support, communication difficulties can continue to affect learning and emotional wellbeing later on.

In this presentation I’m going to discuss the Medical and Social Models of Disability, identification and diagnosis, barriers children may face in education, and different support strategies schools can use to help children with SLCN.

Firstly, I’m going to talk about the Medical and Social Models of Disability.

The Medical Model mainly focuses on the child’s difficulties and how professionals can help support them. Within SLCN, this usually includes assessment, diagnosis and intervention from professionals such as Speech and Language Therapists.

For example, some children may work with Speech and Language Therapists to improve speech sounds, vocabulary or communication skills. This model can be helpful because it allows children to access specialist support and interventions early.

However, some people believe the Medical Model focuses too much on what the child cannot do instead of looking at barriers within the environment around them.

The Social Model takes a different approach. Instead of focusing only on the child, it focuses more on barriers within society and education. The World Health Organisation explains that disability can also be affected by environmental barriers and social factors (WHO, 2001).

For example, noisy classrooms, difficult language used by teachers, lack of visual support and busy learning environments may make communication harder for children with SLCN.

This model suggests that schools should adapt environments to make learning more accessible and inclusive for everyone.

I think this is important because children learn in different ways and not every classroom environment works for every child. Some children with SLCN may struggle in noisy or busy classrooms, even though they understand the work. Small changes in the environment can sometimes make a really big difference to confidence and participation.

I think both models are important. Children need support and professional intervention, but schools also need to make sure classrooms are inclusive and supportive.

There are different signs that may suggest a child has SLCN. Some children may have delayed speech, unclear pronunciation, difficulty understanding instructions, limited vocabulary or problems with social interaction.

Parents are often the first people to notice these difficulties before children begin school. Teachers may also notice concerns if children struggle to follow instructions, answer questions or communicate with peers in class.

Children are usually assessed by a Speech and Language Therapist, although teachers, SENCOs and paediatricians may also be involved in the process.

Assessments may include observing communication skills, checking understanding of language and assessing speech sounds.

Research by Law and others found that early intervention can improve communication and educational outcomes (Law et al., 2000). This shows why recognising signs and symptoms early is so important.

However, identifying SLCN is not always easy. Children develop at different rates, meaning some children may simply be late talkers while others may have longer-term communication difficulties.

There can also be overlap with conditions such as autism, ADHD or hearing impairments, which may make diagnosis more difficult. Norbury and others explain that communication difficulties can present differently in different children (Norbury et al., 2016).

Parents may sometimes feel frustrated if support takes a long time to access. Boyes Turner found that many families worry children may not receive the support they need because services are under pressure (Boyes Turner, 2017).

Even though diagnosis can sometimes be difficult, early identification is still really important because it allows children to access support before difficulties begin to seriously affect learning, communication and confidence.
I also think early identification is important because communication difficulties can sometimes affect behaviour. If children become frustrated because they cannot express themselves properly, adults may misunderstand this as poor behaviour instead of recognising communication difficulties. This shows why professional understanding and early support are so important in education. 


Children with SLCN can experience barriers socially, emotionally and academically.

In the classroom, some children may struggle to understand instructions, answer questions or join in discussions. This can affect confidence and participation during lessons.

For example, if a teacher gives lots of instructions at once, a child with SLCN may become confused or unsure what to do next.

Communication difficulties can also affect literacy skills because language development is linked closely to reading and writing. Snowling and Hulme explain that language difficulties can affect literacy development and educational progress (Snowling and Hulme, 2012).

This may cause children to fall behind academically compared to their peers.

Over time, this may affect motivation as well. Some children may stop participating in lessons if they feel they are struggling more than other people in the class. This can affect confidence and may also impact emotional wellbeing if children begin to feel isolated or unsupported.

Social barriers are also common. Children with SLCN may find it difficult to make friends, communicate confidently or understand social situations.

This can sometimes lead to frustration, anxiety or low self-esteem because children may feel left out or misunderstood.

Research by Lindsay and Dockrell found that communication difficulties can affect emotional wellbeing because children may struggle socially in school environments (Lindsay and Dockrell, 2012).

Sometimes the environment around the child can make these difficulties worse. Busy classrooms, background noise and lack of visual support may reduce opportunities for inclusion.

This links closely to the Social Model because it shows how barriers within education can affect children’s experiences and opportunities.


There are many different ways schools can support children with SLCN.

One important strategy is adapting communication. Teachers can use simpler language, shorter sentences and repetition to help children understand instructions more clearly.

Breaking instructions into smaller steps may also make learning easier to understand.

Visual supports can also be really helpful. For example, visual timetables, pictures, symbols and gestures may support understanding and reduce anxiety.

Giving children extra processing time is another useful strategy because some children need longer to understand information and think about responses.

Speech and language therapy is also important. Therapists may support speech sounds, vocabulary, communication skills and social interaction.

Small group activities may help children build confidence and practise communication skills in a supportive environment.

Creating communication-friendly classrooms is also important. This may include reducing background noise, using visual resources and creating predictable routines.

I think communication-friendly classrooms are important because they help children feel calmer and more included. Simple things like visual timetables, clear routines and quieter learning spaces can reduce anxiety and make communication easier for children with SLCN. 

Technology can support communication too. Some children may benefit from communication apps or assistive devices to help express themselves more clearly.

It is also important for teachers, parents, SENCOs and therapists to work together so children receive consistent support both at home and in school.

ICAN explains that early support and inclusive practice can improve outcomes for children with communication difficulties (ICAN, 2021).

Overall, inclusive classrooms can help children with SLCN feel more involved, supported and confident within education.

To conclude, Speech, Language and Communication Needs can affect children’s communication, learning and social development in many different ways.

The Medical Model focuses more on diagnosis and intervention, while the Social Model focuses more on removing barriers within education and society.

Children with SLCN may experience difficulties academically, socially and emotionally if they do not receive appropriate support.

Early identification and intervention are really important because they can improve communication, confidence and educational outcomes.

Strategies such as visual aids, adapted communication, speech and language therapy and inclusive classroom environments can help children participate more successfully in school.

Overall, schools have an important role in creating supportive environments where children with SLCN feel understood and included.

Thank you 





Questions

Question 1

Why is early identification important for children with speech, language and communication needs?

Answer
I think early identification is important because the earlier children get support, the better the outcomes can be. If communication difficulties are noticed early, children can access support like Speech and Language Therapy before it starts affecting learning, confidence and social development too much. Early intervention can improve communication and educational outcomes.

Question 2

How can schools reduce barriers for children with SLCN?

Answer
I think schools can reduce barriers by making classrooms more inclusive and adapting the way they communicate with children. For example, teachers could use simpler language, visual aids and extra processing time to help children understand instructions better. Small changes like reducing background noise or using visual timetables can also make a big difference for children with SLCN.
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