Analyse the function of Achilles’ education and upbringing in Statius’ Achilleid 	
	This paper is analysing The Achilleid and its portrayal of Achilles’ education and upbringing to see what the function of it was. The Achilleid is an epic written by the Roman poet Statius, in the reign of Domitian, and is about Achilles’ youth.[footnoteRef:1] This paper is arguing that Statius used The Achilleid to argue that one cannot escape from one’s fate or nature, although it can be channelled and finetuned through nurture. This paper shall also examine whether Statius Achilleid was a method of making Achilles accessible to a Roman audience by Romanising to fit in with Flavian era Roman culture. It shall also examine what Statius was trying to achieve with the various role models he gives Achilles in The Achilleid. [1:  Davis, Peter J., Statius’ Achilleid: the Paradoxical Epic. In Brill’s Companion to Statius, Edited by W.J. Dominik, C.E. Newlands and K. Gervais, (Leiden: Brill, 2015), p.157, 165; Dominik, William, J., Newlands, Carole, and Gervais, Kyle, Preface. In Brill’s Companion to Statius, Edited by W.J. Dominik, C.E. Newlands and K. Gervais, (Leiden: Brill, 2015), p.IX] 

[bookmark: _Hlk165212978]	The Achilleid describes Achilles’ youth from around when Paris kidnaps Helen to roughly when Achilles joins the Greeks assembling for the Trojan War.[footnoteRef:2] Statius starts by proclaiming his purpose is to expand on Homer’s portrayal of Achilles, doing an overview of his entire life; he also compares the Emperor Domitian to Achilles.[footnoteRef:3] The actual piece starts with Thetis noticing Paris’ fleet taking Helen to Troy and knowing this will lead to Achilles’ death she pleads with Neptune to destroy the fleet, though Thetis fails.[footnoteRef:4] Thetis then decides to take her son back from Chiron, a moral Centaur unlike the rest, who is training him.[footnoteRef:5] Chiron and Thetis discuss Achilles’ behaviour, Achilles appears to a natural warrior and has been raiding the other centaurs.[footnoteRef:6] After a brief meeting with Achilles, Thetis, takes him to the island of Skyros while he is sleeping, to save him from his fate.[footnoteRef:7] Thetis then attempts to get Achilles to hide as a girl, only succeeding after Achilles notices the Skyros’ kings daughter Deidamia, after which she persuades the king to let Achilles stay under the pretext of him being Achilles’ sister.[footnoteRef:8] It then describes the Greek preparation for the Trojan War, and their reasons needing Achilles.[footnoteRef:9] After “the prophet Calchas” discovers his location Ulysses and Diomedes set out bring back Achilles.[footnoteRef:10] Meanwhile in Skyros, Achilles rapes Deidamia and has a child with her.[footnoteRef:11] With the aid of Jupiter, Ulysses and Diomedes discover Skyros and despite Deidamia’s best efforts discover Achilles by appealing to his warrior nature.[footnoteRef:12] Before Achilles goes to Troy he marries Deidamia and promises to be faithful.[footnoteRef:13] Achilles has a moment of hesitation, where he considers remaining with Deidamia but Ulysses convinces him otherwise.[footnoteRef:14] It concludes with Achilles bragging to Diomedes and Ulysses about his training under Chiron.[footnoteRef:15] [2:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1 and Achilleid Book 2, Loeb Classical Library Edition, Edited and Translated by D.R. Shackleton Bailey, (Cambridge: Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2003), p.313-397]  [3:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.313]  [4:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315-321]  [5:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315, 321-323]  [6:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.325]  [7:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.325-333]  [8:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.333-343]  [9:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.343-349]  [10:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.351-355]  [11:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.355-365]  [12:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.365-379]  [13:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.379-385]  [14:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 2, p.387-393]  [15:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 2, p.393-397] 

	One of the noticeable elements in this story, is that Achilles’ inborn warrior nature and fate to fight Troy overcome efforts to the contrary.[footnoteRef:16] Achilles’ nature is obvious straight away from his portrayal in the conversation between Thetis and Chiron, where Achilles is described as a natural fighter and warrior, raiding centaurs lands and fighting wild beasts, and appears to be promising to be “brewing into something big”.[footnoteRef:17] Thetis knowing that this will end in his death decides to try and hide Achilles, by making him dress in a women’s dress, which McAuley implies that Statius makes Achilles a weak character manipulated buy those around him, such as Ulysses and Thetis.[footnoteRef:18] At the end Ulysses by putting weapons on the ground releases Achilles’ inner warrior, and he appears to undergo a physical transformation into what scholars state is Homers’ Achilles.[footnoteRef:19] It is highly likely that these scenes are there to show the inevitability of Achilles’ martial nature returning no matter what the attempts by Thetis to prevent them, as he returns to the war-like figure portrayed at the beginning of the story.[footnoteRef:20] In essence, Statius appears to suggest that no matter how hard one tries one cannot overcome ones nature. The Achilleid, therefore uses the pre-Trojan War upbringing of Achilles to emphasise the role of nature on a human being, even when people try to change that role. [16:  Augoustakis, Antony, Achilles and the Poetics of Manhood: Redefining Europe and Asia  in Statius’ “Achilleid”, The Classical World, 109, 2, (2016), pp.195-219; Bessone, Federica, Visions of a Hero: Optical Illusions and Multifocal Epics in Statius’s Achilleid, Helios, 45, 2, (2018), pp.169-194]  [17:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.323-327]  [18:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315-321, 333-341; McAuley, M., Ambiguus Sexus: Epic Masculinity in Transition in Statius’ Achilleid, Akroterion: Journal for the Classics in South Africa, 55, 1, (2010), pp.37-60]  [19:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.375-379; Bessone, Federica, Visions of a Hero, pp.169-194]  [20:  Chinn, Christopher, Intertext, Metapoetry, and Visuality in the Achilleid. In Brill’s Companion to Statius, Edited by W.J. Dominik, C.E. Newlands and K. Gervais, (Leiden: Brill, 2015), p.178-181; Alepidou, Apostolia, Thetis in Identity Crisis, Inversions of the Iliad in Statius’ Achilleid, Mnemosyne, a Journal of Classical Studies, 74, 5, (2021), pp.799-824] 

	McAuley’s suggestion that Achilles’ easy surrender to Thetis’ whims is a sign of his impotence and easy manipulation does have some validity to it, especially as Thetis manages to convince him to pretend to be a woman by manipulating his desire for Deidamia.[footnoteRef:21] This can be seen in the quote that “his mother is already aware of his secret” and Thetis says “my son, is it so hard to feign to dance among these girls and join hands in play”.[footnoteRef:22] However, Bernstein suggests these acts of Ulysses, Chiron and Thetis are examples of the importance of nurture and education in Roman society,[footnoteRef:23] rather than McAuley’s argument of Achilles’ being a weak character. Chiron, certainly appears to be preparing Achilles for conflict as can be seen in Achilles’ boasts to Diomedes and Ulysses in book 2, although he also teaches him the lyre and medicine.[footnoteRef:24] Thetis, in book 1 also teaches Achilles the rudiments of being a women, this training is continued by the Skyros kings daughters.[footnoteRef:25] According to Gregory, Chiron’s education of Achilles encouraged those areas, such as swiftness and strength, that Achilles already had.[footnoteRef:26] Indeed, Romans believed nurture and education was important to finetune the preexisting talents of an individual.[footnoteRef:27] It is noticeable in the text that Achilles, despite being trained by his mother,[footnoteRef:28] does not appear to be very good at being a girl, Statius describes that Achilles “scorns womanish steps and dress” and during the dance “causing untold confusion”.[footnoteRef:29] This quote, when mixed with the idea that Romans believed nurture and education trained pre-existing talents, suggest that Achilles’ lack of convincingness as a women is the result of it going against his nature. Indeed, Statius makes it clear that neither Chiron nor Thetis can control Achilles’ nature. Chiron makes it clear that he cannot prevent Achilles from plundering the centaurs and that “Ossa does not contain him, nor huge Pelion, nor Pharsalian snows”.[footnoteRef:30] Meanwhile, Thetis fails to prevent Achilles from showing off masculinity and therefore eventually leading to Achilles going to Troy, which was what she was trying to prevent.[footnoteRef:31] This inability of Thetis to control Achilles, can be seen in his remark after he rapes Deidamia, where he says “not in all things shall I obey my mother”.[footnoteRef:32] It is clear from both Chiron and Thetis’ failures to control Achilles, that he is resisting any controls on his war-like nature. Perhaps the most obvious sign of Achilles’ war-like nature is that the sight of a shield and spear instantly arouses the inner warrior in him.[footnoteRef:33] The shield and spear episode also suggest that, as Bernstein says, Achilles values the form of training that Chiron and Peleus encourage over the one Thetis encourages; especially as Statius portrays Achilles as measuring “himself with his father’s spear” while under Chiron’s tutelage.[footnoteRef:34] While neither Chiron nor Thetis appear totally in control of Achilles, it appears from the text that Chiron’s training worked better, probably as Gregory argues because Chiron worked with Achilles’ innate talents,[footnoteRef:35] while Thetis’ lessons on being a girl do not work,[footnoteRef:36] as it goes against Achilles’ nature. In essence, Achilles education and nurture are important in showing that Chiron’s education works as he moulds the preexisting skills of Achilles, while Thetis eventually fails for trying to go against his nature. Basically, Achilles education in Statius follows the principle Roman belief that education and nurture encourage improvement to one’s natural talents.[footnoteRef:37] [21:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.333-339; McAuley, M., Ambiguus Sexus, pp.37-60]  [22:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.337]  [23:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, Narratives of Kinship in Flavian Epic, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2008), p.109-113]  [24:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 2, p.393-397]  [25:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.337-343]  [26:  Gregory, Justina, Cheiron’s Way: Youthful Education in Homer and Tragedy, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018), p.44-47]  [27:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.111; Quintilian, Institutio Oratoria, Books I-III, 2.19.1-3, Loeb Classical Library Edition, Translated by H.E. Butler, (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1996), p.349 ]  [28:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.337-343]  [29:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.377]  [30:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.325]  [31:  Alepidou, Apostolia, Thetis in Identity Crisis, pp.799-824; Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.126]  [32:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.363]  [33:  Bessone, Federica, Visions of a Hero, pp.169-194; Hagedorn, Suzanne C., A Statian Model for Dante’s Ulysses, Dante Studies, with the Annual Report of the Dante Society, 115, (1997), pp.19-43 ]  [34:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.126; Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315]  [35:  Gregory, Justina, Cheiron’s Way, p.44-47]  [36:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.377; Alepidou, Apostolia, Thetis in Identity Crisis, pp.799-824; Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.126]  [37:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.111] 

[bookmark: _Hlk165729941]	Another crucial aspect of Statius’ Achilleid is the role of fate, and how this effects Achilles’ upbringing. This appears to be the result of Statius’ aim being to “traverse the whole hero” from “Skyros” through “Hector’s drag… singing the warrior through Troy’s whole story”.[footnoteRef:38] Most scholars agree that Statius’ Achilleid shows the journey of Achilles from his youth to the warrior from Homer.[footnoteRef:39] Therefore throughout The Achilleid, the gods (aside from Achilles himself) seem to be either trying to prevent or force Achilles into achieving his fate.[footnoteRef:40] Thetis attempts to prevent Achilles’ destiny firstly by attempting to sink the fleet taking Helen to Troy as she knows that it will end in war and that if it does “Achilles… will want to follow”.[footnoteRef:41] When this fails Thetis decides to conceal him on Skyros, disguising him as a woman.[footnoteRef:42] However, other gods are portrayed as trying either force Achilles to perform his destiny or at least refusing to change it. Neptune refuses to allow Thetis to sink the Trojan fleet as “The Fates forbid” it, and “Jupiter has proclaimed war’s decree and years sad with slaughter”.[footnoteRef:43] Meanwhile, Apollo gives the Greek seer Calchas the vision of where Achilles has been hidden by Thetis, thereby allowing Ulysses and Diomedes to set out to find him.[footnoteRef:44] In addition, Jupiter “did not suffer Thetis to change the Fates decree”, preventing her from causing a storm that would have stopped Ulysses and Diomedes from landing on Skyros.[footnoteRef:45] As Alepidou suggests, Thetis, for all her determination and force of personality in Statius, has not the power to overrule the fate of Achilles as decreed by the senior gods like Jupiter and Neptune.[footnoteRef:46]  The thwarting of Thetis’ attempts to prevent Achilles from his fate by the other gods suggest that Statius was aiming to suggest that one cannot escape ones fate. However, while not being able to escape one fate is the crucial point of The Achilleid there is some dispute over his reasons for this portrayal. Many scholars appear to agree that it was just part of Statius’ declared aim to “traverse the hero…through Troy’s whole story”.[footnoteRef:47] However, Augoustakis argues that Achilles’ transformations show the differences and continuous disputes between East and West.[footnoteRef:48] Additionally, he argues that the Skyros crossdressing interlude was Achilles dabbling with Eastern culture, and the danger it poses to Greek and Roman masculinity, using the Roman belief that Asians were effeminate, and that Skyros is halfway between Europe and Asia as evidence.[footnoteRef:49] In essence, Achilles’ upbringing and particularly the disputes between, Thetis, Neptune and Jupiter over whether Achilles should be protected from his fate or not, is a tool to argue that Achilles’ fate is inevitable. This is definitely to achieve Statius’ stated aim of wanting to tell Achilles’ entire story. It is also likely to be an argument about the inevitability of conflict between East and West, and the dangers of effeminate Eastern culture on Rome. [38:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.313]  [39:  Ganiban, Randall T., The Beginnings of the Achilleid. In Brill’s Companion to Statius, Edited by W.J. Dominik, C.E. Newlands and K. Gervais, (Leiden: Brill, 2015), p.73-75, 86; McAuley, M., Ambiguus Sexus, pp.37-60]  [40:  Alepidou, Apostolia, Thetis in Identity Crisis, pp.799-824; Heslin, P.J., The Transvestite Achilles, Gender and Genre in Statius’ Achilleid, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), p.104-114]  [41:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315-321]  [42:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.327-343]  [43:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.319]  [44:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.347-355; Econimo, Francesca, Epic Voices in Statius’ Achilleid: Calchas’ vision and Ulysses Plan, Classical Quarterly, 71, 2, (2021), pp.759-776]  [45:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.365]  [46:  Alepidou, Apostolia, Thetis in Identity Crisis, pp.799-824]  [47:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.313; Ganiban, Randall T., The Beginnings of the Achilleid, p.73-75, 86; McAuley, M., Ambiguus Sexus, pp.37-60]  [48:  Augoustakis, Antony, Achilles and the Poetics of Manhood, pp.195-219]  [49:  Augoustakis, Antony, Achilles and the Poetics of Manhood, pp.195-219] 

	According to McAuley, the youth and upbringing of Achilles was a crucial method of education in the Roman world.[footnoteRef:50] In addition, Bernstein notes that the Achilles in Statius’ Achilleid seems to have a very Roman style upbringing and education.[footnoteRef:51] These scholars ideas suggest that Achilles was Romanised, so that the youthful audience that was supposed to learn from him could associate with him better. Certainly, the portrayal of Achilles’ education, appears to fit the Roman model, where an outside caregiver takes over the education and nurture of the youth to train his natural talents.[footnoteRef:52] In Statius, Achilles is given to Chiron to educate and nurture, and it is clear that Achilles does not see his parents often,[footnoteRef:53] a very Roman upbringing. Whereas, in The Odyssey, it is implied that Achilles was raised by his father, this is because when meeting Odysseus in the underworld, Achilles states he wants to “return to” Peleus, his father.[footnoteRef:54] It is clear therefore from the that the change in raising appears to be a source of Romanisation. In Roman families it was common for the student to be closer to the foster-parent than to the real parent.[footnoteRef:55] It is clear that Chiron and Achilles’ relationship is similar as “Achilles fondly twines himself about his shoulders, though his faithful mother is there, preferring the familiar bosom”.[footnoteRef:56] Scholars also argue that this fondness between Achilles and Chiron leads to Achilles being able to resist Thetis’ attempts to remodel him through the crossdressing.[footnoteRef:57] Bernstein argues this idea comes from the Roman belief that a youth adopted the values of his caregiver rather than the birth parent.[footnoteRef:58] The fact that Achilles appears to have been given a Roman style upbringing and education in The Achilleid suggest that Achilles had been Romanised. This is furthered when one considers that Achilles’ youth was a crucial source of education in the Roman world. This ultimately suggests that The Achilleid portrayed a Roman-style education and upbringing to Achilles so as to make it more accessible to the Roman youth that would be reading from it. While the Roman audience is clearly a factor, one cannot ignore that a reason for the Romanisation of Achilles could be that Statius was a much influenced by the Roman Ovid, as Homer.[footnoteRef:59] [50:  McAuley, M., Ambiguus Sexus, pp.37-60]  [51:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.105-131]  [52:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.109-113; Bernstein, Neil W., Family and Kinship in the Works of Statius. In Brill’s Companion to Statius, Edited by W.J. Dominik, C.E. Newlands and K. Gervais, (Leiden: Brill, 2015), p.150-151]  [53:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315, 327]  [54:  Homer, The Odyssey, Book XI: Odysseus Among the Ghosts, Oxford World Classics Edition, Translated by Walter Shewring, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980), p.139]  [55:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.119-120]  [56:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.327]  [57:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.121; Bessone, Federica, The Hero’s Extended Family: Familial and Narrative Tensions in Statius’ Achilleid. In Family in Flavian Epic, Edited by Nikoletta Manioti, (Leiden: Brill, 2016), p.181]  [58:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.120-121]  [59:  Feeney, Denis, Tenui… Latens Descrimine: Spotting the Differences in Statins’ Achilleid, Materiali e Discussioni per L’analisi dei Testi Classici, 52, (2004), pp.85-105] 

	Statius gives Achilles many role models throughout The Achilleid, such as Chiron, Peleus, Thetis, Lycomedes (the Skyros king) and Ulysses.[footnoteRef:60] It is clear that Achilles’ chosen role models are the warriors such as Peleus, Chiron and Ulysses. This can be seen from the fact Achilles “measures himself with his father’s spear”,[footnoteRef:61] suggesting that he looked up to the warrior ethos it represented. Similarly, throughout the book he respects Chiron’s training; this is shown by Thetis’ struggles to get Achilles to cross-dress due to “his father and huge foster sire” standing “against her plea”.[footnoteRef:62] Similarly, in the conclusion of Book 2 of The Achilleid, it is obvious that he values Chiron’s education, as Achilles brags for a long time about his exploits under Chiron’s tutelage.[footnoteRef:63] Ulysses in Book 2, also appears to be a role model to Achilles, encouraging him to his destiny as the “destined sacker of great Troy” and to embrace his warrior nature against the “grand…cheat” of his mother.[footnoteRef:64] On the other side you have Thetis and Lycomedes’ attempts to teach him how to be a women.[footnoteRef:65] However it is clear that Achilles resents this attempt as he states “how long shall you endure the devices of your timid mother and squander the prime flower of courage in unmanly durance”.[footnoteRef:66] This preference for the warrior role model is likely behind the ease with which Ulysses manages to convince Achilles to go against his mother’s plan.[footnoteRef:67] As Bernstein states, Chiron and Ulysses trained the natural talents of Achilles, which Roman’s believed were crucial to the success of any education.[footnoteRef:68] Roman’s had a fear that putting education of children in the hands of foreign caregivers encouraged immorality.[footnoteRef:69] Considering Augoustakis’ argument that the Skyros episode was Achilles experiencing Eastern culture,[footnoteRef:70] one could reason that this episode and its failure was an example of this fear and the need for the right educator to train the youth. In essence, the role models a method of showing the right way to educate someone, by showing the inevitable failure that happens if one goes against this method, as personified in the contrast of success between Thetis’ training and Chiron’s. [60:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.124-125; Cameroon, Alan, Young Achilles in the Roman World, The Journal of Roman Studies, 99, (2009), pp.1-22]  [61:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.315]  [62:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.333]  [63:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 2, p.393-397]  [64:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 2, p.389-393]  [65:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.337-343]  [66:  Statius, Statius III: Thebaid Books 8-12 and Achilleid, Achilleid Book 1, p.361]  [67:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.121; Bessone, Federica, The Hero’s Extended Family, p.181]  [68:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.124]  [69:  Bernstein, Neil W., In the Image of the Ancestors, p.110]  [70:  Augoustakis, Antony, Achilles and the Poetics of Manhood, pp.195-219] 

	In conclusion, the education and upbringing of Achilles in Statius’ Achilleid, shows the Roman views on nature, fate, and nurture. The Roman’s believed education was important to train one’s natural talents, the fact that Thetis eventually failed but Chiron’s succeeded is likely because Chiron trained what was natural to Achilles. Statius shows Achilles as fated to fight at Troy no matter what, primarily as his aim was to tell the entire story of Achilles’ life. However, there is also an element of the Roman belief that war between Asia and Europe is inevitable and that Asia’s effeminate culture was dangerous Roman society. Additionally, the role models back this up, Thetis and Lycomedes’ effeminate training is likely based on the Roman fear that foreign caregivers led to immoral children, especially as Skyros is close to Asia. Meanwhile Chiron, Ulysses and Peleus encourage Achilles’ natural martial talents. Statius also appears to give Achilles a Roman-style education and upbringing. This is because Achilles’ youth was a crucial educational tool in Ancient Rome and therefore it is likely he gave Achilles a Roman education to make his story more accessible to the youth that would be reading it. In essence, Achilles’ education and upbringing tell us about Roman views on the uses of education, and Roman beliefs in fate and foreigners.
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