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Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. (This evidence should be taken from you Professional Learning Passport –PLP.) Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development.
	Targets
	

	support all points made with reference to relevant literature
	I have tried to reference each point made with relevant literature as I have found the points I development and made in these references

	avoid over-reliance on single sources. Use multiple sources to develop your points and demonstrate your critical engagement with the ideas that they present
	I have tried to use more sources to support each point.

	proofread your work to ensure you avoid written inaccuracies that 
compromise the clarity of your writing
	I read over my work to make sure that the written is more formal and their are no mistakes. 




[bookmark: _Int_k12gbwj0][bookmark: _Int_6bbNpKfs]Employing a broad repertoire of teaching approaches, Creating authentic context for learning, Reinforce cross-curricular responsibilities
	What I did and why?
	In this experience in my PTE3 placement school we have a main whole school topic of World War Two. With this topic I was able to relate the children's learning to this topic. In this specific lesson that I created related to World War Two was an IQ. In an IQ the children are giving a main questions 'What are ration books?'. Within this main question the children have mini questions and activities that they can complete and research to develop their understanding and make their IQ. In this lesson the children are able to show their understanding from completing the IQ and then at the end of the week they complete a marking label which is self and peer assessment. 
From experiencing this experience, I wanted to be able to develop my understanding of the benefits of teaching the children through a topic and in real life context. I also wanted to experience how the children develop their understanding through cross curricular themes. In this lesson I was able to add in digital literacy framework throughout this lesson as the children were allowed to create their poster online and they used websites and google to research their answers. 
In this experience it linked in with the professional teaching standard of real life authentic context, cross-curricular themes and blended learning experience. 
This lesson linked with real life authentic context because the children are learning about real life that has happened in the past. This is seen as I was developing the children understanding of World War Two and the ration books that were used. 
This lesson linked with cross-curricular themes as they were developing there learning within the digital competence framework. This is seen where the children were able to create their 'make do and mend' posters online. They also used digital literacy framework as they needed to understand the importance of researching online and the issues that could occur and what they need to look out for. It also links as in this lesson the children were developing in a range of there six areas of learning these being language, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, humanities and finally expressive arts. 
Finally, it links in with blended learning experience as the children are using a range of learning experiences as they were having face to face learning through the launch of the lesson using partner talk and teacher child talk. Then the children did digital learning by researching on the chrome books, creating the digital poster and using the school website for support when answering the questions.


	What have I learnt?
	From completing this experience, I was able to see the importance of teaching the children real life context and using cross curricular themes. 
I was able to see the importance of teaching the children in real life context as it allows the children to develop an understand and then apply what they have learnt to the world around them. I also saw the importance as it gave the children more meaning to learning and they could relate the learning to themselves. From using this real life context lesson for the children, it allowed them to understand the challenges that people used to faced and how they would complete their life and learn to life. They were also able to is how it would of effect their life and relate it to themselves and make connections to how different life for them was compared to life now. 
I was also able to see the importance of teaching the children cross curricular themes. I was able to see the importance as it allowed the children to develop new skills and be able to work in the digital world. I was able to see how the digital competence framework has many different sections and it can support children in many different areas of learning. I was able to see the importance's of digital competence can enhance many of the learners learning and it can prepare them for their future in learning and work due to the rise of digital use throughout the world. I was also able to see the benefit of using a range of the six areas of learning within the class to support the children's learning this is because the children were more motivated and engaged in the learning as they were not bored complete one thing and their was an array of different activities for them to complete. I was able to see an improvement and development in these areas of learning was easy to spot when the complete their marking label. 
I was also able to see the importance of completing the blended learning strand as it supports the children learning as they can personalise their own learning experience as they can have access to the resources that they believe are useful and not only the resources given to them. It also supported the children as they did not need to keep up with the class and they were able to work at the pace best suited to them. This is because all of the activities that the children needed where placed on the website for them to have access too this meant that if a child was working faster or slower they can access the work when they needed. It also supported the children learning as there were the different chilli placed on the website with different questions for the children to answer which support the children's specific needs. 
From having this experience, it develops my learning and personal professional learning. This supports my personal professional learning as I allowed me to develop and deepen my own personal teaching experience. It also allowed me to discover different perspective and find different ways that I can use real life context which the children are engaged and motivated to learn about. It also allowed me to develop my own personal professional learning with cross curricular themes as was able to see the connections between the different areas of learning and gain a deeper understanding and find ways to keep engagement through the learners. 
Overall, from teaching this lesson to the children there has been many implications. Firstly, from completing this lesson the children have been able to develop their understanding on this historical context about World War Two and how these people were challenged in their life and what they needed to do and survive. Another implication that was discovered was it allowed the children to make connections between their present life and the past life the World War Two people lived. Finally, one more implication that I have discovered is that it allowed the children to develop their critical thinking skills about ration books and can explore exciting important thing that relate to their life which make the children more engaged and motivated in the lesson.


	What next?
	I will continue to develop my understanding of cross-curricular themes and how important it is to use this throughout the lessons. 
I will continue to develop my understanding of real-life context and how this supports the children's learning and allows them to be more engaged and motivated to work. 
I will continue to develop my knowledge of cross-curricular themes plan using the Welsh government literacy/numeracy and digital framework sheets. From reading these and having a full knowledge over these I will be able to teaching cross-curricular themes to the highest ability which will support the children development. (Welsh.gov,2022)


	Using assessment for learning to accelerate progress



	What I did and why? 
	In this professional experience I learnt the benefits of self and peer assessment. The children complete something called a marking label after the end of every topic. In a marking label is consists of the learning objectives, the progression steps, the assessment of the children's learnings, their reflection and peer reflection and finally the teachers' comments. 
I engaged in this experience as it supports me to understand the children's learning and understand and what part they are currently at. In this particular placement they are marking children on either being at Learning, Understand or Analyse. 
From the children completing these marking label after every topic I am then able to see the progression and what area of learning and progression step the children now need to proceed to. 
This professional experience has connected to two professional standards. One of these are pedagogy refining: assessment. This is because from the children completing marking labels it allows them to complete an assessment on themselves and also it allows me as the teacher to give them the next steps in learning.

	What have I learnt?
	From the children completing this marking labels it allows the children to have full understanding of what they have learnt, why they have completed this lesson and what they believe should be done next to improve their learning. It also allows me to make a comment on what I believe as the teacher needs to be improved on next and what they believe went well and needs improvement. 
This experience meets the intended outcome that I wanted to meet when completing this experience. I was able to support the children by giving them ownership of their learning and promoting a growth mindset. This is because it allows them to reflect on their work and receive feedback from their peers, which can enhance their understanding and improve their future work. From completing this experience it has been seen as valuable learning experience for support the children learning and development. 
From completing this experience of using marking labels in class after a topic has allowed me gather information and develop my understanding. From completing marking labels at the end of a lesson/topic it allows me to have a valuable insight of the children's views. It also allows me to gain a deep understanding of the children's learning process and discover any misconceptions, strengths or weaknesses. 
This experiences also helped me as a teacher to discover that from completing this marking labels it teaches me whether my teaching strategies are supporting the children and whether I need to adapt anything to better met the needs of my children. 
Overall, this experience supported my learning in the two strands of pedagogy refining: assessment. This is because it also me as the teacher to gain more understanding of the holistic information about the students' learning and development. From completing self-assessment in the marking labels it allows them to be more involved and reflect on their work by identifying the strengths and/or weaknesses which will allow them to set goals for themself. From the children doing this they are taking charge, responsibility and ownership of their own learning. When they are peer assessing each other work it offers them the opportunity to support and give feedback about their work. From completing this it allows the children to do critical thinking, consider multiple perspectives and how to receive and give constructive criticism. 
However, I did discover some implications when creating these marking labels. One implication that could occur is that they are not specific and clear where they need to be constructive and not discouraging. Another, implication that could occur is using marking labels as the only form of assessment and not giving personalised feedback. It is crucial that verbal feedback is still used to allow the children to full understand their next target to achieve their learning goal.


	What next? 
	From reviewing my experience of using marking labels in placement I have been able to see the children's thoughts of their work and where they want to progress too next. From completing these it allows me to have a deeper understanding of the children's learning and where to continue next. 
From reviewing the implications that I discovered I will need to make sure that I do not make the marking labels to critical which will discourage them. I need to make sure that I continue to make them related to the children's learning and development where it is specific to all the children's abilities and encouraging. I also need to make sure that the marking label is used for it correct purpose and does not override the personalised verbal feedback which is what support the children to fully understand their learning and their development. 
To continue my learning of these strands my making sure that I keep informed about the research that is beneficial for assessment and reflection this will carry on developing my teaching which will in time support the children's development as well. I will also make sure that I continue to reflect on my practice to make sure that the children's development is improving by experimenting with different strategies of assessment and reflection by making sure that the children to continue to self and peer assess and acknowledging their strengths and weaknesses.



Word count – 3,084
The use of pedagogical principles in a school's curriculum is the key to professional teaching and learning. Altogether, there are twelve pedagogical principles that are at the core of the curriculum which support and offer guidance to educators to allow the best education and support to learners. In this assignment, I am going to be discussing and researching two of these principles (Welsh Government, 2023 and Impact Wales, 2022). According to Griggs 2015, the concept of pedagogies are described as what educators follow to support all learners by blending knowledge to make a difference to learning. Being a reflective teacher is crucial as educators as it allows us to evaluate the impact whether these being benefits or challenges to our teaching to create the best learning environment (Kalbani. U, 2024 and Kuswandono, 2012).
Research stated that Donald Donaldson created the twelve pedagogical principles to support educators in Wales to teach in various ways. The two pedagogical principles that will be discussed throughout this assignment are ‘Good teaching and learning creates authentic contexts for learners’. This pedagogical principle suggests that when teaching and learning the context needs to be authentic and for learning to be effective it should link with the learners lives for them to make connection and gain experiences. The second pedagogical principle is ‘using assessment for learning to accelerate progress’. This means that when implementing good teaching and learning the educator uses assessment as a tool to guide and support the learners journey. By using assessment for learning as a strategy educators can support the learners to make faster progression and achieve their highest potential (Donaldson, 2015 and Estyn, nd).
Creating authentic context for learners is one of the key elements in the twelve pedagogical principles. Teaching with real life context offers meaningful links which allows students to develop concepts and idea’s (Osika et al, 2022 and Mims 2003). 
Whilst teaching authentic learning, research has discovered that this pedagogical principle is mainly a constructivist theory approach (Galindo, n.d and Lee, 2021). One main element in a constructivist approach is that students learn through their experiences.  One theorist that agrees with this pedagogy is Piaget (1974) who is known as a cognitive constructivist. Piaget suggested that learners actively engage in learning by learning through experiences. Piaget created a theory of cognitive development which consists of the simulation, equilibrium, disequilibrium and finally the accommodation. This theory suggests that children develop their learning through the world around them by using their prior experiences (Tassoni et al, 2010 and Christmas, 2014). John Dewey is another theorist who supports real life authentic learning and created the philosophy of education. Dewey suggested that children’s education should be related to real-life experiences as he believed children learn through experiences in the real world (Nickerson, 2024 and Baker et al, 2012). Another crucial area of this approach is its seen to be a student led environment. According to Iversen et al (2015), student led learning is becoming essential in a classroom. Student led learning is where a child gains more control with their overall learning and I as the educator is seen as a facilitator. There are many theorists that agree with this approach one being Bruner. Bruner believed that children need to develop their own learning and the teacher should be there for support. This is known as child-led learning as the support given by an educator is only given when necessary to allow the learner to guide their own progression (Pappas 2014 and McLoed, 2023).
In my PTE experience I was able to teach the principle of authentic context for learners. This experience allowed me to discover the impact this pedagogical principle can have on the learners and educators. Whilst in my PTE experience the overarching topic of the term was World War 2. Through the term I completed lessons related to World War 2 which linked with the pedagogical principle of authentic context. One lesson that I taught that was related was when the child learnt about ration books and make do and mend. In this lesson the learners were researching what ration books are and how they were used and what make do and mend was about. The children were completing independent research and created their IQ two page spread by answering the questions. From the children understanding and researching about this they were able to compare the similarities and differences between living in World War 2 and their current life. This experience linked with authentic context for learners, as they were learning and understanding the different experiences that occurred between the two lives. 
From teaching real life authentic context in my PTE school and conducting research I have discovered the benefits and challenges of this pedagogical principle. According to Nicholas (2022) and envision (2017), research suggests that when children are taught real life authentic context it has many benefits. One benefit that the pedagogical principle has on learners is it prepares them for real life by linking it to experiences that will occur in the future, and they will have understanding on, it also supports the children to develop their critical thinking and problem-solving skills because the learner is presented with situations and challenges that they need to use their skills, knowledge and understanding to complete the activity. The final benefit discovered is that children are taught a different perspective in learning this is because the learner is presented with diverse situations, people and challenges where they are multiple views and solutions. By having these benefits when teaching this pedagogical principle, it supports the learner's development, the children are more engaged and motivated in the work as the lesson they are completing relates to their specific experiences and knowledge and they become more open-minded. Which in turn will allow them to critically think independently and have the knowledge to navigate the real world. 
However, due to research and experiences limitations of this pedagogical principle have been discovered. One limitation of authentic context learning is teaching this pedagogical principle can be time consuming due to the reason it needs to be connected to real life experiences and the children need to reflect on their work. Another limitation that needs to be consider is it can be highly student led which leads to having less structure as it depends on what specific need each child has. Finally, another limitation that could occur is due to the learning being student led the opportunity for feedback is lower (Aspriningyouths, n.d.). However, even though I as the researcher have discovered these challenges within this pedagogical principle, they can be overcome with well-planned engaging lessons for the children to participate and engage with. 
As stated above the second pedagogical principle I will be discussing is using assessment for learning to accelerate progress. Assessment for learning (AFL) in education is essential for teaching and learning. AFL is used in the classroom throughout the whole learning process, and this is where the educator and learners can gather information about their knowledge, skills, strengths and weaknesses which is completed in various ways (Berry, 2008 and Johnson 2023b). AFL in education is blended in the Welsh curriculum as the curriculum is in place to support each learner's progression (Welsh government, 2020). AFL can be split into four categories these being questioning, feedback through marking, peer and self-assessment and formative use of summative test (Taras, 2010 and Welsh gov, 2010). Each of these categories of AFL are essential to support student learning and understanding. 
AFL was first discussed in the research of Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam (1998). They believe that when learners are taught using formative assessments, they have better progression than the other learners. Due to this research conducted by Black and Wiliam, AFL in education has been identified as crucial for effective learning. AFL is being seen as more than an assessment to track development but a way to enhance a learners learning (Lynch, 2023 and DJOUB, 2019 and Wolterinck, 2022). 
As a practitioner, it is important to understand the fundamental principles of using AFL in the classroom. When conducting AFL in the classroom it is important to make sure the feedback given is specific to each child, the children are aware and involved in the process. Also, it is important for the children to self-assess their work and set their own achievements and one more fundamental principle is to allow the data gathered to support the learner's growth and learning (Arnold, 2022). 
In my PTE experience I was able to conduct the pedagogical principle of ‘assessment for learning to accelerate progress’ in many ways. One way I was able to implement this principle was by using AFL strategies like questioning, partner talk and quizzes. The way I will be discussing in this assignment is by having the children complete a marking label at the end of each piece of work. On the marking label it consisted of many different areas. This first part of a marking label is explaining the area of learning, the statement of what matters, the description of learnings and finally the learning objectives. The second area on a marking label is the peer assessment. In this area the children are given four questions to ask their peers to answer which they should have gained the knowledge about in the lesson. Then the third area is where the children complete self-assessment on their learning and state what they believe could have done better and finally the last area of this assignment is where the educator completes assessment for learning. By the learners completing the marking label, I as the educator can see where the children are acceding and where their weaknesses are and where they need support to progress. 
AFL has been seen to have many benefits and challenges that can occur. According to Steele, 2019 the benefits that could occur from completing AFL in the classroom is it allows the students to have more control over their learning this is because the children are encouraged to set their own goals and reflect on their learning by completing self-assessments, it supports the learner to see what their goal is and what they need to complete to achieve their goals, it highers engagement for the students and it increases the learner's confidences this is because the learners are involved in their learning and the receive feedback often. As well as there being benefits for the learners there are also benefits of using AFL for teachers and this is that it allows the teacher to gain a deep understanding of the learner's progress. 
However, some limitations have been found when using AFL in a classroom and these are it can be time consuming this is because in the assessment in AFL it is continuous and providing feedback to student often, misconceptions of the assessment may occur these may be that the educator sees the assessment as grading rather than a strategies to support the learners, it may need extra training and finally the feedback that is given to the learners needs presented carefully where it shows support and not given in a negative perception (Cambridge International Education Teaching and Learning Team, 2011 and Johnson, 2023a).
According to, McDowall, 2019, it is essential for practitioners to gain the knowledge and understanding that each child is unique and do not develop at the same rate. By completing AFL in the classroom, it allows the educator to discover the child's progression. Which in turn will allow the educator to find ways to accelerate the learners progress. When assessing and supporting a learner's progression it is important to understand that progression is not a direct process, and it takes time (Talyah, 2024). 
When developing a learner's progression in education many benefits and weaknesses have been discovered. By accelerating progress for learners there has been many benefits found. One benefit that has been discovered is that it allows the children to reach their fullest potential, achieve their goals and continue to develop their learning. Accelerating progression also boosts a child’s motivation, engagement and confidence to become the best learner they can. Finally, one more benefit that can occur from accelerating learners progress is it push their learning and makes them challenge their learning and explore new opportunities. However, research shows that challenges can occur when accelerating a learning progress. This can be that the educator develops a focus on progression which leads to focusing on score outcomes and not the child’s holistic development. One more challenge that could occur when accelerating a child's progress is it could put pressure on the learners to reach a certain goal by a certain time which can develop stress to the students. This shows as an educator it is important to balance progression and supportive education environment where a child can show progression at their own rate and set their own goals and achievements (Ferlazzo, 2021 and Ross, 2021).
From researching, experiencing and evaluating these pedagogical principles I have been able to see the importances in teaching and learning. By using the pedagogies principles in teaching and learning I can support the students to develop their learning, problem solving and communication skills (Welsh gov, 2023).
From completing this assignment, I have been able to discover the importance of using the pedagogical principles creating authentic context for learners. From completing the experience in the school and implementing the pedagogical principle of creating authentic context for learner into the classroom. I was able to experience firsthand how teaching using the pedagogical principles supported the learner's development, engagement, motivation and progression. 
 From researching and experiencing this principle I have been able to discover the benefits and weaknesses of this approach in teaching. In my future practice I will need to take all this information into consideration to support the learners to the highest potential. From having this experience, I can see the importance of using creating authentic context for learners as it supports the learners learning by activating their prior knowledge, learning through experience and learner-led learning. These are all essential areas in teaching for educators to implement in their classroom as they support a child to progress to their fullest potential. By implementing this principle into my future practice, I will be able to see higher engagement and motivation and the children will develop their problem solving and critical thinking skills (Lee, 2021).
From conducting this experience and research I was able to see that authentic context for learners allowed child-led learning to occur. The theorist Bruner created a model to support educators to implement child-led learning in the classroom called the discovery model. The discovery model is made up of five steps. The first stage is inquiry-based learning this is where the learner engages in a problem-solving activity, the second step is learner-leading learning where they use their prior knowledge and past experiences. The third step in this model is where the learner discovers new knowledge and information independently. The fourth step in this model is where the learners interact with the real-life experience. Finally, the last step in this model is where the learner actively engages in the process.  By an educator following this model it allows the learners to discover new knowledge and lead their own learning which will lead to them being able to use this experience in their learning (learning-theories, 2017 and Neber, H. 2012).  
Also, from this assignment I have been able to discover the importances of the pedagogical principle of assessment for learning to accelerate progress. From experiencing teaching AFL in a classroom setting and using the different strategies, I was able to understand how this pedagogical principle supported the learners progress and development. I made sure that I implemented AFL within the classroom everyday by asking questioning, self-assessment and peer-assessment. By completing these strategies in the classroom, I was able to see improvements in the learner's development and progress.
From completing this research, I will be able to implement this into my future practice. By implementing this knowledge into my future practice, I as the educator will be able to support the learners. To make sure that I support the learners with my highest potential in this pedagogical principle I will make sure to use AFL strategies every day to support the children and understand their development which in time can support their progression. I will use the range of different AFL strategies in the classroom like questioning, self-assessment, peer-assessment, peer talk and formative assessment. By using the AFL strategies, it allows the learners to assess their own learning and I as the educator to assess the learners understanding, strengths and weaknesses. 
After experiencing these pedagogical principles in my PTE I was able to see the benefits and challenges that occurred I did this by using Gibbs reflective model. This reflective model consists of six different stages. The first stage is description which is where the educator explains about the experience, the second stage of this model is feelings which is where the educators explain the thoughts and feelings of the experience. The third stage is evaluation where you evaluate the benefits and challenges of the experience, the next stage is called analysis which is where the educator makes sense of the situation. The fifth stage of this model is the conclusion where you evaluate everything you have learnt and what could be changed, and the final stage of this model is the action plan which is where the educator reflects and think how this experience will be dealt with next time and whether any changes need to be made (the university of Edinburgh, 2020 and study prism, 2023). 
By using this reflective model, I was able to critical reflect on my teaching and learning and see the benefits and challenges that occurred. I will continue to use this reflective model in my future practice and critical reflect on my teaching and learning often. By doing this I will be able to reach my highest potential as an educator to be able to support the learners by discovering the challenges that may have occurred and finding ways to overcome these challenges to support the children. 
Overall, to conclude this assignment I have been able to research and experience the importance of two pedagogical principles within a school setting and how they are beneficial for teaching and learning. From conducting these pedagogical principles in a classroom, I discovered the importance of planning, preparing and teaching lessons using these principles and how they support learners to reach their highest potential and progress to their specific needs. 
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