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1. Introduction
1.1 Scope
As defined by Victim Support (2022) crime is the “deliberate act to cause physical or psychological harm, damage to or loss of property and is against the law”. Similar to Victim Support, the Oxford Dictionary (2024) describes crime as “an action or omission which constitutes an offence and is punishable by law”. While these definitions are similar, they are not entirely the same. Victim Support stresses that it is a deliberate action, whereas the Oxford Dictionary suggests that it doesn’t have to be deliberate.

In the year ending March 2023, statistics show that the total crime in England and Wales decreased by 10% since the previous year. While the overall crime rate has decreased, the amount of crime committed in the UK is still significantly high and demonstrates large impact on communities, businesses, and the police (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Statistics provided by the office for National Statistics (2023) demonstrates the biggest increase in computer misuse with a 30% rise since the previous year. Which is evolving as access to computers and technology is rapidly increasing, making it more likely for a person to misuse it. In contrast, they found the largest decrease in violent crime with a 21% decrease. While the number of incidents was still significant with 894,000, it demonstrates that the police interventions are somewhat successful, and the public safety is slowly increasing. 

According to section 34 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998), the age for criminal responsibility in England and Wales is 10, meaning that a child under the age of 10 cannot be arrested or charged with a crime. However, they can be subjected to a Child Safety Order which puts them under the supervision of a social worker (Uk Government, 2023). The Royal Society (2011) suggest that a ten-year-olds brain is still underdeveloped and very often still immature. The report discusses new insights provided by neuroscience and how they are concerned that the age for criminal responsibility is significantly low, suggesting that it should be at least twenty years of age. Supporting this, the Centre for Social Justice (2012) states that a child is not deemed responsible enough to buy a per until the age of twelve, drive until they are seventeen, vote in a general election until they are eighteen, or seek paid employment until they are thirteen, but can be criminally prosecuted in the court of law at an age as young as ten. However, they suggest that the age should be at least twelve, which differs from the findings provided by the Royal Society (2011). 

While adolescents can be criminally prosecuted through custodial and life sentences, there are also many other alternatives for criminal punishments (Prisons and Probation, 2024). Depending on the severity of the offence, other methods of punishment could include local child curfews, where the police can ban specific children from being in a public place unless they are accompanied by an adult, between 9pm and 6am. This is more beneficial for offences such as vandalism and public order (Sentencing Council, 2024). Another example is secure children’s homes, where the Youth Justice Board can decide which children go to these homes that are run by the council. In this facility, the children follow a school day timetable, with thirty hours of education a week. There are many more alternatives for criminal prosecutions within young people, however these are the most used in the UK today (Police and Crime Commissioner for Leicestershire, 2024)

There is a wide range of types of crimes that young people commit, including theft, criminal damage, drug offences, violence against a person, public order, and many more. In the year ending March 2022, summary offences and possession of weapon offences were the two most common offences committed by a child (Youth Justice Board, 2023). The offence of possession of a weapon is most commonly found in gangs, which is becoming more and more popular within young people in the UK. Wolff (2019) suggests that young people with low self-esteem and a lack of support structures are more likely to join gangs as it provides a sense of belonging, protection, and identity. The vulnerability of children with low self-esteem is huge and feeling like a member of a group of people that look out for each other and create their own little community can create a purpose and routine in the individual’s lifestyle. 

In the 1940’s, there was gangs of young people that were identified by the areas that they lived in. They would often fight using weapons such as bicycle chains, knives, cut-throat razors, and makeshift knuckle dusters which were coins wrapped in a handkerchief, wrapped around their wrists. The postcode gangs adopted named for themselves, some include the Elephant Mob, the Wild Boys, the Teddy Boys, the Bow-commoners, and the Millwallers (Mitchell, 2019). Differently, youth crime today is committed through different types of weapons, which are more evolved and dangerous. For example, Rambo knives, machetes, shotguns, air weapons, gas and pepper spray, and crowbars. While some of these weapons are similar, they are more advanced today as they are manufactured through companies as opposed to being created with different objects (Office for National Statistics, 2023). The House of Commons (2024) argue that the advance in weapons from the history of youth crime to now lies mainly with the ability to have access to weapons and how they are readily available to members of the public. They state that a google search takes no longer than 10 seconds and reveals many different types of weapons available to buy from online retailers that are commonly used, such as amazon and temu for less than £30. Thus, more children have access to these weapons which means that more children carry and use them, especially within the gang setting like the gangs earlier stated. This relates back to the statistics provided by the Youth Justice Board (2023) where they state that one of the most common offenses in youth crime is possession of a weapon. 

1.2 Objectives
This research project will critically analyse and discuss three objectives, which are the root causes of youth crime, the facts and figures of youth crime, and the rehabilitation and early intervention services that are available to young people. Firstly, Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and the impact they have on children will be addressed and analysed, including how it causes crime within young people. Publications and records provided by the UK Parliament (2019) show that just under 50% of the UK’s population experience at least one ACE. While ACEs have a huge impact on youth crime in the UK, there are many other contributing factors which will be addressed in this dissertation. Including poor parenting and family relationships, the effects of having a parent in prison, unemployment and lack of education, and head injuries. These experiences are all part of the root causes of youth crime. The second objective is the facts and figures of the crimes, where the author will provide statistics from the Youth Endowment Fund (2022) on how youth crime is increasing or decreasing in recent years. The Home Office (2023) found that antisocial behaviour is a recurring problem within young people in the UK, which will be addressed in the second objective. Additionally, this dissertation will examine the effect that criminal child exploitation and county lines have on young people and their engagement in criminal activities. Finally, the third chapter will examine the rehabilitation services and early intervention that is available to young people, including Swansea’s Bureau Intervention that was set out in 2009, and the Child first Intervention (2022). 


















2. Literature review
2.1 The root causes of youth crime
Lester (2020) suggests that adverse childhood experiences play a massive negative impact on the physical and mental growth and development of a child. These experiences range from physical and sexual abuse, substance misuse, domestic violence, and many more. While these experiences can be really harmful to a child, not all young people are negatively affected by them. It was found that child abuse is closely linked with aggressive behaviour and demonstrates a negative impact on a child’s future because there are close links with children that are abused, sometimes grow up to be abusers (Ran, 2022). 

Smith (2007) suggest that there are many factors that contribute to criminal activity within young people, however fractured families and poor parenting is the main factor that they draw upon. Indicators of youth criminal activity includes child abuse, family disruption, poor parental supervision, and unstable living conditions are all factors that contribute negatively towards the actions and life choices of a young person. However, Taylor (2016) suggests that a child’s background should not be an excuse for their behaviour, although the failure of education, health, and parental supervision have a direct impact on a child, it should not be used as an excuse for their behaviour in terms of engaging in criminal activity. 

The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023) offer evidence on the quality of family relationships and the impact each relationship has on offending in young people. They propose that lack of parenting such as supervision and healthcare allows children to associate with criminals and take part in criminal activity without their parents’ knowledge. This is a major risk factor within young people because they are still learning rights from wrong, and not being punished or told what is wrong will create a sense of normality and routine in criminal behaviour. Farrington (2011) has a very similar view on the impact parenting styles have on delinquency. He suggests that children who grow up in homes that lack support, parents that are apathetic and live a life characterized by conflict are most likely to be delinquent. However, families that are caring and have boundaries and offer child supervision are families that are less likely to experience delinquency. 

In England and Wales, it is estimated that every year there are up to 310,000 children with a parent in prison. Although the population of children is a lot greater than this, 310,000 is still a significant amount and demonstrates a large impact on the children affected (Barnardo’s, 2023). Hampshire Safeguarding Children Partnership (2022) suggest that children whose parents are in prison or have a history of offending are more likely to engage in criminal activities such as antisocial behaviour. With the statistics of children with parents in prison being quite high in the UK, these findings insinuate that not only do the parents effect their lives, but it also creates a sense of normality for their children to be engaging in criminal activity.

Boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted with a violent crime in comparison to a child who has continuously lived with their parents (HM Inspectorates of Probation, 2023). In England alone, statistics show that 70 in every 10,000 children end up in care, which has significantly risen since 2001 where the statistics showed that the rate was 44 in every 10,000. This increase in children being put in care negatively impacts the amount of violent crime committed by young people (Become Charity, 2023). To support this, it was recorded in 2022 that since March 2021, there was an 18% increase in arrests of young people due to violence against a person (Youth Justice Board, 2023). 

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan (2021) strongly believes that youth unemployment and lack of education demonstrates a significant effect on violent crime in the UK. He states that six of the 10 boroughs that are subjected to the largest increases in unemployment and education, are also in the top 10 boroughs for serious youth violence. Supporting Sadiq’s suggestion, the Young Londoners Fund (2019) provide evidence that London boroughs such as Lewisham and Croydon possess high rates in both unemployment and education, and serious youth violence.

While the concern for the root causes of youth crime is mainly focused on family backgrounds, it is suggested that head injuries from a young age can also cause a child to grow up with characteristics and traits of a criminal mindset. Schwartz and Jodis (2019) state that head injuries have previously been linked closely with problematic behavioural problems as well as mental health outcomes. Some outcomes include aggression, cognitive problems, and symptoms of anxiety and depression. Head injuries are strongly linked with aggression and violent offences from a child to a young adult, as well as antisocial behaviour as the cognitive problem doesn’t allow them to fully understand right and wrong, or the feelings of others (Laugalis, Connolly, 2023). This supports the findings provided by Lester (2022) where he suggests that physical abuse affects the mental development of a child. This relation stems from the head injury of a child caused by physical abuse, which then interrupts the mental development of the affected child as an adult. 

2.2 Facts and figures of youth crime
According to the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), Since 2012 the number of first-time entrants to the youth justice system has been decreasing significantly, falling by 78% altogether. In more recent years it decreased by 20% in 2021, which within the last eight years was the largest decrease, falling by 28%. Following on to the year after that, 2022 saw a further 10% decrease in first time entrants. While this is a good reflection on young people, it doesn’t take away the fact that people are still offending and reoffending (Youth Justice Board, 2023). 

Child criminal exploitations is often the start of a child engaging in criminal activity and results in a child developing a criminal mind-set that remains with them throughout their life, providing they don’t seek the support that they need. County lines is a major factor in child criminal exploitations, where vulnerable children are recruited by criminals through control and manipulation. The types of crimes that criminals recruit young people for include selling drugs, hiding or carrying weapons, money laundering, working on cannabis farms, and many more. Gangs or recruiters target vulnerable children such as children that have criminal family backgrounds, children that are growing up in poverty, or those who aren’t supervised by their parents (Harding, 2020 s.5 pp.143-145). While county lines are often hidden and unspoken about in communities, making it seem that it isn’t a problem in the UK, 90% of English police forces have reported county lines in their area, and four in five parents have concerns about county lines in their area (The Children’s Society, 2024). This relates back to the root causes of crime imposed by The HM Inspectorate of probation (2023) because they suggest that lack of parental supervision is a root cause of crime. The absence of parental supervision allows children to engage in criminal activity and associate with criminals without their parents’ knowledge. This allows child criminal exploitations to take place such as county lines because the parents are unaware of their children’s whereabouts, friendships or associates, and the types of things that they get up to when they are out of sight.  

In the year ending March 2022, there was an 18% increase in arrests due to violence against a person since the previous year, while there was a 20% decrease of drug offences within young people. However, statistics show that the largest increase in arrests of an offence is sexual offences, which increased by 64%. This indicates that despite the decreases of some offences, there are aspects of youth crime, such as sexual offences, that are still increasing and are in dire need of attention to tackle these offences (Youth Justice Board, 2023, figure 1.3). 

Antisocial behaviour within young people is a recurring problem in the UK. While it is often seen as ‘low-level crime’, it can amount to more serious crimes, causing the public perceptions to deteriorate, and feel unsafe. The impacts it has on the public include negative mental health, lack of social activity, decreased economic productivity, and major financial impacts (Home Office, 2023). After YouGov (2022) carried out a survey, it was found that more than 50% of people in the UK felt that the biggest anti-social behaviour issues in their local areas were caused by “youths/ teenagers/ groups of young people hanging out on the street” in 2022 (Resolve, 2023). Six teenagers aged between 13 and 15 were arrested following an anti-social behaviour incident in Swansea on August 16th, 2023. On the same day, a number of other youths were directed to leave Swansea city centre and were visited at their home address to be issued with anti-social behaviour warnings (Harries, 2023).

Relating back to the Home Offices statement and the survey findings, Swansea’s city centre is filled with shops and restaurants for people to go to and enjoy, however this type of behaviour will divert people to go somewhere else because they feel unsafe or disrupted by the negative presence of unwanted youth crime. This will contribute to lack of social activity and cause businesses lack of custom, resulting in closure of businesses. Examples of antisocial behaviour that affects businesses include, vandalism and graffiti, threatening behaviours towards customers, people in the street or staff members of the businesses, and environmental damage, such as littering and leaving rubbish (National Business Crime Centre, 2024).

2.3 Rehabilitation and early intervention
Youth offending teams in the England and Wales play a large part in rehabilitating young people who have previously been delinquent. They work together to plan and deliver interventions to young people aged between ten and seventeen and are under supervision within their community. Their main priority is to prevent young people from offending or further offending by coordinating youth justice services in local areas (Wilson, 2013). 

In 2009, the Bureau intervention was created in Swansea with the hope to tackle youth crime in Wales. Their main aims were to reduce the number of fist time entrants to the Youth Justice System, to provide programmes to battle the root causes of criminal activity, and to treat young people as “Children first, Offenders second”. It is designed to divert young people from having criminal records or formal charges in order to avoid negative impacts on their employment opportunities in the future. With the engagement of parents or carers and offering a place for young people to attend and be heard about things going on in their lives were the main two strategies that the Bureau fixated on (Haines, Pp.5 2013). While this intervention was created over ten years ago and was used mainly in Swansea, in recent years it has extended to many other parts of Wales, and aspects of the intervention are still used today. Not only does the Bureau seek to divert young people away from the Youth Justice System, but it also aims to divert them into positive and successful outcomes, by offering them support in employment and education (Centre for Justice Innovation, 2018). This intervention will contribute to preventing crimes caused by unemployment and lack of education which was earlier established by Khan (2021) by hopefully decreasing the amount of young people that lack education and are unemployed in the UK. If this intervention is successful, statistics should show a decrease in youth crime. 

“Why should a child of 14 have a criminal record which is going to affect them for the rest of their life, when steps can be taken and things can be done to prevent and put them on the right track, if they've gone off on the wrong track?” (Centre for Justice Innovation, 2018)

The statement above was made by a Bureau Police Officer which supports the intervention because it demonstrates a sense of hope and confidence that the work they are carrying out will create a positive impact on their desire to decrease the number of young people committing crimes and support them in their future life choices. 

While the concept of “Children fist, Offenders second” is heavily supported by organisations, Case (2020) suggests that the term should be abolished and replaced with the term “Children first, Offenders nowhere”. He argues that the concept should promote positivity and faith in the fact that children will never be offenders, rather than emphasising on negative outcomes and criminalising children. 

Similar to the Bureau intervention, early intervention splits into two main aims which are the prevention of crime, and the diversion of an existing offender. The activity to prevent crime focuses on preventing children from engaging in criminal activity by encouraging them to stay in school and ensuring that they possess a safe environment to live in at home. The activity to divert young people mainly focuses on children that have committed an offence, or have been linked with a crime, where services work closely with the children to make sure they are making positive choices and avoiding crime (Youth Justice Board for England and Wales, 2023). 

While some people argue that the Early Intervention is only effective at the early stages of a child’s life. The Early Foundation (2023) argues that despite the age of the child, evidence shows that an effective intervention can significantly improve children’s life choices if carried out at any point during their childhood. Supporting their statement, Zeller (2017) states that after carrying out a survey, 90% of parents reported that the early intervention service improved their children’s behaviour and supported them as a family to develop and learn between the ages of three to seventeen. 

The Child First (2022) intervention focuses on an ABCD approach to enhance the development of a child in a more positive way. The first objective ‘As children’ focuses on prioritising the best interests of a child and recognising their specific needs. The second objective is ‘Building pro-social identities’ which consists of promoting a child’s strengths and capacities in order to develop pro-social skills, leading to better community safety. The third objective being ‘Collaborating with children’ allows them to encourage children to participate in activities, engaging and supporting a wider social inclusion. Finally, the last objective is ‘Diverting children from stigma’ which consists of promoting a childhood removed from the criminal justice system, as well as using pre-emptive prevention techniques such as the rational choice theory which is increasing the amount of effort it takes to carry out the crime and reducing the rewards that the person may obtain from it (Youth Justice Board, 2022).









3. Methodology
During the literature review, there was different arguments made on the root causes of youth crime in the UK, while providing information on the facts and figures of the crimes and an analysis of the rehabilitation services available to children within the criminal justice system. It was highlighted in the previous chapter that family relationships and adverse childhood experiences have a huge negative impact on the mental development of a child and significantly increases the likelihood of that child growing up to engage in criminal activity. While this is not a definite outcome, the information was collected from many different research providers, including Lester (2020) and The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023). 

This chapter will provide information on the methods of research that are being undertaken during this research project. This will be done using the research onion which was established by Saunders Et Al. The research onion provides six layers of research methods and strategies, choices, and paradigms that researchers use throughout their research project (Alturki, 2021). 

3.1 Research philosophy (positivism and interpretivism)
The research philosophy is critically important to any academic research project with the main focuses being split between two paradigms: positivism and interpretivism. These paradigms indicate how the researcher approaches and collects data surrounding their chosen topic (Phil, Pp. 2-3, 2023). Positivism is a research philosophy which focuses mainly on the generalisation and the basis of facts that are observable and measurable to gather a general overview of society (Junjie, Pp. 11, 2022). Rashid (2023) suggests that positivists assume that there is only one correct reality for our perceptions, following four key principles. The first objective stresses the importance of objectivity within research. This eradicates the idea of biasness and personal opinions when forming research. Determinism is the second objective, which suggests that external factors such as social order and economic circumstances can determine human behaviours. Reductionism being the third objective, which allows positivists to gather a better understanding of the subject by studying individual components of the chosen subject. Finally, positivists believe that quantitative methods such as surveys, statistics and experiments are a crucial part of research study as it allows them to collect and compare numerical data. 

Unlike positivism, Interpretivists argue that it is essential to gather subjective and socially constructed information in order to gain a clear understanding of a person’s reality and reasons for particular behaviours. The historical and social perspectives differ from person to person, meaning every individual has a different definition of ‘reality’ which makes interpretivism subjective as opposed to objective (University of Nottingham, 2024). Interpretivists rely mainly on qualitative methods of research, including unconstructed interviews, focus groups, case laws and observation. An advantage of interpretivism is that it can collect and produce data in high validity as the main focus is based around personal meanings and motivations (UK Research and Innovation, 2022). However, a disadvantage of interpretivism is that because of its nature to the approach, it can cause the researcher to be bias, making findings less credible (Dudovskiy, 2022).

3.2 Research approach- Inductive v deductive 
When dealing with research methods, there are two main approaches which are inductive and deductive. The inductive approach is a method that focuses on validating an existing theory or producing a new theory solely based on the researcher’s data collection and findings during the research activity (Bucher, 2021). In contrast, the deductive method focuses on developing a hypothesis using existing theories, and then takes it upon themselves to test the hypothesis through research, observations and collecting data, in order to determine the truth regarding the theory (Dudovskiy, 2022). Throughout the research project, lots of information and data will be collected and used to create a conclusion using an inductive research approach. 

3.3 Research strategy 
The Imperial College of London (2024) suggests that questionnaires can be used to gather both qualitative and quantitative information. They stress that the value that the questionnaire has to the research massively depends on the ability to provide relevant material and data that can be used in assistance to the research question. Thus, creating and distributing a questionnaire to people in the UK will contribute to better knowledge and a better understanding of family and public perceptions on youth crime in the UK. Furthermore, if the amount of rehabilitation services available to young people is significant enough, and if the quality of these rehabilitation services has a positive impact on the behaviours of young people.  

3.4 Time horizon 
The time horizon is part of the research onion, which is the period of time in which the researcher has most interest in studying, usually the timeframe which is at the most relevance to the research. There are two types of research depending on the time horizon, which are cross-sectional and longitudinal (Thesismind, 2019). Specifically, cross-section research is relevant if the researcher chooses to study things at a specific time. Whereas longitudinal research involves studying something over a period of time, which can be either long-term or short-term study (Alamgeer, 2023). However, in this research project a cross-sectional approach will be undertaken as the available timeframe is limited and there are deadlines to be met. 

3.5 Ethical consideration
A research proposal and an ethics form were completed and submitted before carrying out this research project in order to provide approval that the researcher has complied with the ethical standards to make their research project genuine and legit. The ethics form is designed to ensure that any person taking part in the questionnaire, including the researcher will be protected and will experience no backlash or harm in their participation in the research project. In the course of respecting participants rights and dignity, any data collected during the questionnaire will remain confidential and only be used for the purpose of analysis of findings (UWE Bristol, 2024).

3.6 Research limitations 
The limitations to a research project include failings and weaknesses of the research that could alter the data collected. While there are many advantages of carrying out a questionnaire, there are disadvantages that come with it (Sirisilla, 2023). (Andrade, 2020) suggests that online surveys that are distributed through social media platforms are only responded to by people that have access to the internet, which doesn’t allow everyone to participate and therefore limits the responses. Andrade also stresses that the people that are most likely to take the time to carry out the questionnaire are “sufficiently biased” as they are interested in the topic. 

Aldhaen (2020) suggest that it can be difficult to obtain qualitive responses through questionnaires due to the inability to ask follow up questions to gain a more in-depth understanding of the perspective. However, face-to-face interviews offer the researcher more freedom in their research project. 

3.7 Questions 
	
Questions

	
References addressing issues raised in previous chapters

	Q.1 The data collected from participants during this questionnaire will remain confidential and anonymous. Do you consent to use your responses in this BSc research project?

Q.2 Please select your age range

18+
21-25
26-35
36-40
41-50
51-55
56-65
66-75
76+

Q.3 Please select your ethical background

Q.4 What is your gender?

Male 
Female 
Other

	Questions 1-4 are demographic questions that allow the researcher to gather the participants background information and to provide categories of age groups, ethnicities, and genders to contribute to the analysis when analysing findings.  

	Q. 5 What is the age of criminal responsibility?
7
10
15
18

Q. 6 Do you think it is too low?

Yes 
No 


	This question is designed to gather the public's perception on the controversial question regarding the age for criminal responsibility. In the introduction, research shows that the Royal Society (2011) and the Centre for Social Justice (2012) believe that the age is too low and is in dire need of an increase. 

	Q.7 How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statement: youth crime is currently a problem in the UK?

(1 strongly agree – 5 strongly disagree)

	This question is designed to gather the public's perceptions on the current severity of youth crime in the UK. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) suggests that youth crime is currently decreasing and has been since 2012, but how do the public perceive that. 

	Q.8 Do you know what is meant by Adverse Childhood experiences?

Please explain. 
	This question is designed to gather information on the knowledge of the cause of youth crime that was imposed by the UK Parliament (2019) and Smith (2007) during the literature review. 

	Q.9 How strongly do you agree with the statement “Boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted with a violent crime.”

(1 Strongly agree – 5 Strongly disagree)

	The HM Inspectorates of probation (2023) suggests that the given statement is a fact, associating frequent distributions to different caregivers with larger increases of offending within young people. 

	Q.10 What effect does criminal child exploitations and county lines have on the mental development and behaviour of a child?

	The Children’s Society (2024) state that county lines and criminal recruitments within young people are hidden in communities, which doesn’t allow the public to see the problem that is going on behind the scenes. 

	Q. 11 Do you know what Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is?

If so, please explain. 


	The Bureau Intervention was created in Swansea and aims to tackle youth crime by adopting the attitude that children are “Children first, Offenders second”. 

































4. Analysis 

A questionnaire was created and distributed to the public through social media which gathered their views and perspectives of youth crime in the UK. This chapter will analyse the data that was found in the questionnaire. Out of 84 responses, 100% of them consented for their responses to be used in this research project. 73% of respondents were female, and 23% were male, the majority of the respondents are white British, with some Greek individuals too. During this questionnaire, the most popular age ranges were people aged 18-20 and 21-25, and the least popular age range was 76+. This indicates that the majority of the responses were conducted by younger people, meaning the perspectives of youth crime will be mostly made of young people. This is a research limitation that was earlier established by Andrade (2020) where he suggests that questionnaires that are distributed through social media are only responded to by people that have access to the internet, which is generally the younger generation as opposed to individuals ages 76+. 

Participants were asked what they think the criminal age for responsibility was in the UK through a multiple-choice question. 63% of respondents knew that the age was ten, however other respondents believed that the criminal age for responsibility was fourteen, eighteen, or ten as seen in the pie chart below.
[image: A screenshot of a questionnaire
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Figure 1- Question 5 responses
Additionally, the participants of this questionnaire were asked if they feel that the age for criminal responsibility was too low, and seventeen of them said that they feel it is. This question is designed to gather the public perception on section 34 of the Crime and Disorder Act (1998) where they outline the criminal age for responsibility. The majority of their reasons were because their brain is not fully developed. To assist this, Nguyen (2021) suggests that a human’s brain is not fully developed until around the age of twenty-five. Supporting this, the Royal Society (2011) suggests that a child’s brain is still underdeveloped and immature at the age of ten. Additionally, it was established in the introduction of this research project that children are not deemed responsible enough to buy their first pet, drive, vote in a general election, or seek paid employment until they are older than the age of ten, which leads to the question; how can they be criminally responsible for their actions before they can do all these things? 

In contrast, the questionnaire reveals that the majority of respondents felt that the age for criminal responsibility is the right age, and it shouldn’t be changed. In 1993, two ten-year-old boys abducted and murdered two-year-old James Bulger. Because of the age of criminal responsibility being ten Bulgers family were able to receive the justice that they deserved when the ten-year-old boys, Thompson and Venables were criminally prosecuted. Bulger’s mum, Denise Fergus states that the murder was “coldblooded, planned, and premeditated” and people that suggest the age should be higher are “twisted and insensitive” (Morton 2023). While this case is extremely personal to her, a lot of the respondents stated that they feel children at the age of ten know right from wrong, regardless of if they consider the consequences on themselves and other families. 

Question seven was designed to understand whether the public feel that youth crime is currently a problem in the UK. This research project earlier established by the Youth Endowment Fund (2022) that youth crime has been decreasing since 2012 in the UK. In the questionnaire, 61% of respondents strongly agreed that youth crime is one of the UK’s current issues, while only 5% strongly disagreed. This suggests that the public feel that youth crime is a problem that needs to be tackled. While this data is credible and interesting, it ultimately goes down to the areas that people live in or visit, where they may witness or be victims of youth crime. The Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (2022) states that police recorded crime rates are lower in rural areas than urban areas. This is purely because the population in urban areas is a lot greater, therefore more crime is being committed and more people are witnesses or victims of crime. Different to the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), the Youth Justice Board (2024) reveal that in 2023 the number of stop and searches against children has increased by 13% since the previous year, and the number of arrests made against children increased by 9%. While the statistics in 2022 may have demonstrated that youth crime has been on a downward spiral since 2012, more up to date legislation reveals that it is on an increase, and the public are noticing it. The average rating of the public perception on the current issue of youth crime was 4.29 as shown below.    
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Figure 2- Question 7 responses
In the literature review, Lester (2020) suggested that Adverse Childhood Experiences are one of the biggest root causes of youth crime that has a huge impact on the mental development of a child and a negative impact on the child’s future. Participants were asked in the questionnaire if they know what is meant by the term ‘Adverse Childhood Experiences’ and 30 people said that they do not, while the rest said they do. Condit and Williams (2021) suggest that being aware of what Adverse Childhood Experiences are is crucial to helping individuals, noticing signs, and understanding why certain people act in a specific way. Statistics provided by the UK Parliament (2019) revealed that just under 50% of the UK’s population experience at least one Adverse Childhood Experience. Almost half of the participants from the questionnaire did not know what was meant by the term, which is quite high considering the UK Parliaments (2019) findings. This question limited the researcher as it should have been better constructed with a follow-up question for the people who did know what the term means, which is “Do Adverse Childhood Experiences have an impact on youth crime?’ to gain a better understanding of what the public feels is a root cause of youth crime.

The HM Inspectorates of probation (2023) states that “boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted with a violent crime”. In the questionnaire, participants were asked how strongly they agree with this statement on a scale of 1-5. The purpose of asking this question was to understand how the public perceive this statistic, and whether they feel that it is true or not. The average rating for this question was 3.17 with 43% of people rating it 3, meaning they are unsure. However, more people said that they agree rather than disagree with the statement. In support of this, the Children’s Commissioner (2022) feels that boys who experience two or more caregivers before the age of ten are twice more likely to be convicted with a violent crime. This is more specific than the HM Inspectorates of Probation, but the ratio of people who agreed and did not agree in the questionnaire suggests that the public are somewhat aware. 
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Figure 3- Question 9 responses
Question ten asked participants if they feel that criminal child exploitations and county lines have an effect on the mental development and behaviour of a child, and only seven respondents said that they are unsure. All the rest of respondents felt that it does impact children. Avon and Somerset Police (2023) suggest that young people that are exposed to the world of county lines suffer emotional, physical, and psychological trauma which can carry on throughout their life. A lot of respondents felt that it causes emotional and physical trauma that effects children in later life, as well as contributing to the cause of mental illnesses. Bonning and Cleaver (2020) suggest that county lines and criminal child exploitations impact children through creating a sense of normality within their criminal activities and encourages them to engage in criminal activities to make money, friends, or for accommodation. One participant stated that they are genuinely concerned about the future to come because they feel as if there is not enough support or boundaries for children these days and the effect of crimes like county lines can make it seem like the ‘norm’ in a child’s life.

Question eleven asked the participants if they know what Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is, where 81% of people said no. The intervention is designed to tackle youth crime in Wales and aims to promote positive outcomes through offering support in education and employment. While this intervention could be successful, the public do not know about the intervention which indicates that it is not well promoted, and it is not very successful yet. Swansea Council (2021) revealed a performance report that states that there were a lot of delays in supervision, the preparation of workshops, and the completion of reports during the year of 2020-2021 due to being short staffed, through annual leave, and a lot of staff members being on sick. Further statistics on the report show that the number of first-time entrants in the third quarter increased by six from the previous year, which could have been reduced if the intervention did not experience the delays through being short staffed. Additionally, the public’s lack of knowledge on this intervention may also be because of the issue that they had with the staff. 

Swansea’s Bureau Intervention stated that they feel children should be treated as “Children First, Offenders Second” in order to prevent their actions having a negative impact on them, making them feel like they are not criminals and that they can still turn their life around. Having said that, it is a very controversial statement that some people feel should be demolished. Case (2020) suggests that the term should be abolished and replaced with “Children First, Offenders Nowhere” because he feels that the concept should promote positivity and faith in children rather than emphasising on potential negative outcomes. Question twelve of the questionnaire asked the participants which statement they most agree with out of the two. While it was quite close, 60% said “Children First, Offenders Second” and 40% said “Children First, Offenders Nowhere”. This means that out of the individuals that participated, the majority of them agree with the statement provided by Swansea’s Bureau Intervention, as seen below. 
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Figure 4- Question 12 responses
In the literature review the Early Foundation (2023) suggests that early intervention can significantly improve a child’s life and divert them from crime. Participants were asked if they feel that early intervention is effective in preventing youth crime only one person said no. They were then given a multiple choice of different types of early intervention and was asked to select the ones they feel are most effective. The intervention techniques with the most votes were education and family training, with the least being after school clubs, as seen in the bar graph below. The Early Intervention Foundation (2023) suggests that education is a fundamental tool for early intervention. Providing children with quality education can positively impact their cognitive, social, and emotional development and enhances their ability for success in their later life. 
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Figure 5- Question 13 responses
Question fourteen asked the participants what they think is the most common offence within young people in the UK. The Youth Justice Board (2023) revealed that the most common offences within young people are summary offences and possession of a weapon. However, the questionnaire results show that the public feel that the most common offence is theft, with 30% of people stating theft. The second most common offence according to the questionnaire is drug related crimes. Similar to question seven, this question ultimately goes down to the types of crimes that people are seeing or hearing about, which is dependent on where they live or visit most frequently. Some respondents did say that they feel knife crime is a common offence, which is supported by the Youth Justice Board (2023) because they say that possession of a weapon is the most common, which often amounts to the use of the weapon, whether it is a knife or a different weapon. 

Finally, the last question asked the participants if they feel that unemployment and lack of education causes an increase in crime. Of all responses, only five people said that they do not think it has an impact on crime. Most respondents felt that the crime that is increased the most is theft because lack of income can cause an individual to be desperate and somethings they may need in life, they cannot afford to buy due to being unemployed. Unemployment comes hand in hand with lack of education because to be able to seek employment, most employers ask for qualifications which people will not have if they did not attend school or further education (Ha, 2019).


































5. Conclusion 

5.1 Research Conclusion

This research project aimed to critically analyse the root causes of youth crime, the facts and figures of youth crime in the UK, and the rehabilitation and early intervention services that are available to young people based on a qualitative and quantitative analysis. It can be concluded that there are many factors that contribute directly to youth crime, including Adverse Childhood Experiences, family relationships, children with parents in prison, children that go through the care system, and unemployment and lack of education. These findings impose that there are many challenges that children may experience throughout their life that causes them to behave and act in certain ways. Basto-Pereira (2022) stresses that not all children that face challenges through their childhood engage in criminal activities during their youth and adulthood. He imposes that it can increase the likelihood of children engaging in criminal activities because of factors like chronic stress, trauma, normality, a sense of belonging, and limited access to supportive resources. While some children may experience challenges throughout their childhood, there are many different factors that contribute to an individual’s outcomes, like resilience, access to support systems, employment, and opportunities for personal growth and development.

The researcher investigated the facts of the crimes that young people are currently committing in the UK and how the crimes are influenced by the root causes of crimes that were earlier established. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) revealed that youth crime is currently decreasing in the UK and has been for the last eight years. While this is a positive reflection of police interventions, it does not mean that youth crime has completely stopped. In addition to this, the researcher’s questionnaire revealed that 61% of respondents felt that youth crime is currently a problem in the UK, meaning that although it has decreased, it is still evidently existent and the public notice it. A major concern for youth crime is gang involvement and county lines, where vulnerable children are exploited and used to sell drugs and engage in criminal activities through incentives like payment, friendship, and accommodation that they may be lacking through experiencing challenging times at home. Questionnaire participants all felt that county lines and criminal child exploitations have a huge impact on their involvement in criminal activity in their later life. Additionally, the Home Office (2023) suggest that antisocial behaviour is currently an issue in the UK, which does not only affect the children that are being prosecuted for the crimes, but it also deteriorates the public confidence and safety in their local areas or homes where they are supposed to feel safe. Thus, it causes businesses to be affected because they are experiencing lack of custom due to the lack of social activity because people are feeling unsafe and do not want to go out where they may feel vulnerable. Overall, it is clear that there are many different types of crimes that young people commit, which are all results of different experiences throughout their life. It is highly probable that most children that engage with criminal activity experience challenges throughout their life, however some children that commit crimes come from loving, functioning, and supportive families. 

The last objective of this research study found that there are many different rehabilitation services available to young people which includes Swansea’s Bureau Intervention which aims to treat children as “children first, offenders second”. While Swansea’s Bureau Intervention is successful and sets out clear aims and objectives to decrease and support youth crime, the questionnaire revealed that 81% of participants had no idea what the intervention was. This suggests that int intervention is not well advertised, and they will struggle to thrive in their goals if nobody knows what it is. Other rehabilitation services include the Early Foundation and the Child First Intervention where they strive to improve children’s life choices, prioritise their needs, promote their strengths and capacities, encourage them to participate in activities, and divert them from stigma (Early Foundation, 2022). In contrast, Taylor (2016) suggests that children are not getting the help they need early enough which is one of the main reasons why youth crime escalates into crime throughout their adulthood. Based on the evidence, it is clear that there are working interventions and rehabilitation services available to young people, which are successful to a degree because the number of youth crime incidents is decreasing in the UK. However, it is highly probable that more can be done to support young people through extra funding for more early intervention opportunities and successful outcomes through rehabilitation services. 


5.2. Further research
This research project would have been further enhanced if the time horizon period was longer for the researcher to conduct a further and more detailed understanding of the topic and the public’s perception of youth crime and the current issues that the UK are facing in relation to the root causes of youth crime, the facts and figures of the crimes and the rehabilitation services that are available to them. additionally, the researcher could have published the questionnaire further over more platforms and email so that people who do not use social media had the opportunity to participate in the questionnaire. This directly limited the quality of the questionnaire because it was solely targeted at people who use social media platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp. Further research could also be achieved by directing the questionnaire at people who work within the youth justice system and youth rehabilitation services to gain a deeper understanding and knowledge on their perception of youth crime. 
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9. How strongly do you agree with the statement “Boys who experience two
or more caregivers before the age of ten are more likely to be convicted
with a violent crime.”
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12. Which statement do you most agree with?
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13. Do you think early intervention is effective in preventing youth crime?

If yes, please select which interventions are most effective.
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5. What is the age of criminal responsibility?
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7. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statement: "youth crime
is currently a problem in the UK?"
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