Parliamentary Sovereignty 

In these finding’s there will be detailed explanations on what a constitution is, what parliamentary sovereignty means for the UK and how it has been used for the betterment of the UK’s public. There will also be an argument on whether the UK’s parliament should bind in the future and examples of parliament binding in history, alongside a possible parliament reform. There will also be research from online trust resources and research done in lectures. The conclusion at the end of the essay will summarise what has been learnt from the essay and confirming what parliamentary sovereignty is. 
A constitution, is usually a written single document, in which parliaments use as set rules to fill in the gaps of law. A part of the constitutions is conventions, this is where they are not legally binding and are always changing. Merriam Webster (2023) dictionary, defines a constitution as basic laws and principles. A constitution is made by a state, nation or social group, whom decide on the duties and powers of a government. The constitution society (2022) explains why a constitution is needed; it is needed due to it defining the powers in which any political institutions hold. This makes it so a countries citizen can understand the powers of their political bodies. ConSocYT (2022) gives a detailed analysis on what a constitution is with the key information being that it is the court’s duty to make sure it is upheld and not broken. 
Sir Ivor Jennings once said that the definition of the UK’s constitution which is, “If a constitution means a written document, then obviously Great Britain has no constitution”. The UK’s constitution is agreed upon by parliament and is also the way the parliament can change laws fast, and is the responsibility of the cabinet and royal ascent. The UK’s constitution has been called the ‘unwritten constitution’ by many due to it not being codified and not in a single document, this makes the UK’s constitution one of the only countries to have formed a constitution in this way, UCL, (2023). Countries such as Germany, Italy, Spain and more have a single document codified constitution thelawyerportal (2020). The final source of the UK’s constitution comes from international law and the agreements on law, expanding the UK’s constitution and making it better for the UK, with support from other countries. 
Parliament is the supreme law-making body, whom are only questioned on the laws they put forward by political sovereignty, as without this they would be able to put forward and get rid of laws whenever they would like. Parliamentary supremacy are the ones who make and put forward law, whilst also taking away laws, which are seen as no longer relevant or not adapted to current evolutionary factors. There are many examples of this, such as the same sex marriage act in 2013. Parliament (2013), put together a legislation, which made it so religious places could allow to marry same sex couples, if they were willing to do so, this protected the religious groups as it was their choice to marry same sex couples. This legislation enabled civil partners could change their partnership to marriage. This act also made it so transsexual people were able to change legal gender without the needing to end their marriage. This is a prime example of parliamentary sovereignty making a new act to change the future for the betterment of the UK population.


Parliament (2023) Parliamentary sovereignty makes it so parliament is the supreme law-making body. This means that parliament has the power to make and get rid of any law they’d like in simple terms. Of course, making laws and getting rid of laws is a very long process due to the house of commons and house of lords both having to agree on a law, and having royal ascent for a law to pass through to become an actual law. The UK’s court generally does not have any power to overrule a parliaments legislation. ICLR (2023) states that the court can overrule a legislation only if it is a common law legislation and usually only if it is to replace it with a different legislation. Publications parliament (2018) explains the “supremacy principle”, whilst the UK were in the EU and delves into how the UK is still following the EU laws, due to the fact that if there weren’t those rules, then there would be legal uncertainty. Although this is a key factor in the UK’s law system, it does not mean that parliament aren’t the supreme law-making body.

Parliament (2023) The UK’s constitution makes it so parliament cannot make any laws that future parliament can’t change. An argument which has been brought up over the years, is that parliament has made some laws that could possibly affect parliamentary sovereignty, leading to future parliament making it difficult to change the legislations if they needed to. This is due to the affect the legislations have had on the UK citizens, meaning if parliaments in the future were to try and change those legislations, then it could cause public outrage therefore affecting future parliament. The argument to this though, is in effect those legislations are actually going to help future parliament and are therefore beneficial for it’s future. Some of these legislations include the devolution of power to the Senedd Cymru and Scottish parliament, basically meaning that Wales and Scotland can put forward legislation for their own countries, although Wales and Scotland don’t have all the power for their own countries, and still have to follow England’s new and old laws. Wales and Scotland can only put forward legislations that affect their countries health, agriculture and transport and Scotland do have a bit more power that Wales in the devolution of power. Another example of an important act that could affect the parliamentary sovereignty, is the UK’s choice to exit the European Union which in turn has a big effect on the future of parliament, especially due to the fact that the country was very split on the choice of whether or not to leave. But the argument to this is that the parliament technically has more power and doesn’t need other countries approval on certain choices that the UK makes.

Legislation.Gov (2023) Constitutional reform act 2005 is one of the main examples of reform for the UK. In this act there were many changes introduced and are still on-going in 2023 and set to finish November 8th 2023. Some of the main affects of this act, are the separation of powers, where the Lord Chancelor no longer has any judicial functions and instead the UK have the Lord Chief justice in place. The other way the act made a big impact was by abolishing the house of Lords’ jurisdiction, creating a chance for more separation between parliament and court. It was also done to enable the UK’s courts senior judges to be separated from individuals from the house of Lords, therefore making the legal system deemed fairer. Reform.UK (2023) believe that there needs to be a reform for a number of areas in the UK’s infrastructure, one of these suggestions in particular is the NHS, in which they believe that there needs to be a significant improvement, due to the fact there have been cases of people waiting up to four hours for an ambulance and beds have been full in hospitals, meaning the UK public are having a complete lack of care. This is not being blamed on the NHS but instead on parliament, who should be doing something about it, and this is one of the reasons why reform UK believe there needs to be a reform.

In conclusion the UK’s constitution is a fundamental part of parliamentary sovereignty, which has been shown through the research. Few of the main points showing how important parliamentary sovereignty is, is when finding the definition of a constitution which according to Merriam Webster (2023) is the basic rules and principles of a country and when comparing this to the UK, it is understandable how the UK is perceived to have an ‘unwritten constitution’, which is backed up by UCL (2023), explaining the fact that the UK’s constitution is in separate parts and written on separate documents. This research also displayed what parliamentary sovereignty is and its importance. Parliamentary sovereignty is the parliament’s power to implement new laws and, take away laws which then goes on to answer why parliament is the supreme law-making body. All of these reasons are why the UK’s constitution is dependant on parliamentary sovereignty, and just goes to show how important it is, whilst also displaying why there may need to be a possible reform in the future and what reforms have done for the UK in the past. This all shows how parliamentary sovereignty is a key part to the UK’s constitution.
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