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Discuss how classical notions of soul are reflected in astrology
1. Introduction

The classical notions of the soul have been intricately woven into the fabric of astrology, particularly in the context of ancient Greek and Roman cultures. The philosophical schools of Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics, which dominated Hellenistic thought, posited that the cosmos is a unified, living entity. This worldview significantly influenced astrological practices, as it was believed that celestial bodies exerted influence over earthly events and human destinies, reflecting the interconnectedness of the universe and the soul's journey within it (Campion, 2019; Cooper, 2018)
. The idea that the soul could ascend to the stars, a belief rooted in Egyptian temple culture, further illustrates how astrology served as a bridge between the material and spiritual realms, emphasizing the soul's transcendental nature (Campion, 2019)
. 
Astrology's role in understanding the soul is also evident in its medical applications, particularly within Vedic astrology. Astrology is seen as a framework that embodies the complex interaction among body, mind, and soul. This holistic approach (A.S., 2023)
 ties the state of the soul to larger cosmic patterns, conveying the notion that the power of astrology can be manifested in both the physical and spiritual health of humans. The use of astrological principles in medicine reflects not only the historical continuity of the soul-but also an important component of human interaction with the universe.
In addition, scholars like Cornelius Agrippa helped revive old ideas about the soul throughout the Renaissance. Agrippa's writings attempted to show that astrology could serve as a revelation of the path of the soul and its connection to cosmic forces, and these writings showed how the soul could be seen as an intermediary between the celestial and earthly realms (Cieślik 2010). 

The aim of this study is to explore how the concepts of the soul in ancient philosophy are reflected in the discipline of astrology, i.e. those in the Greek and Roman philosophical heritage. The philosophical concepts that were proposed by ancient philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle are the focus of this examination. The symbolic structure that is used in astrology is a reflection and development of these ideas.

Classical Greek philosophy established fundamental philosophical foundations that impacted astrology, especially via its examination of the soul. Plato's dualistic view of the soul as eternal, non-physical, and inherently connected to divine forms aligns with astrological concepts. Greek astrology, developed in the Hellenistic era, integrated philosophical concepts with celestial events, positing a cosmic interrelation between the soul and the stars (Campion, 2019)
. Plato's texts, like the Phaedrus and Timaeus, explore the preexistence of the soul and its reincarnational journey, paralleling themes present in astrological analyses of the natal chart as a representation of the soul's purpose and destiny (Tor, 2022)
.
Astrology functions as a symbolic framework that embodies and mirrors traditional concepts of the soul, delineating its dimensions, trajectory, and objective. The astrological chart serves as a microcosmic representation of Platonic philosophy, in which the essence and fate of the soul are influenced by the motions of celestial bodies (Tarnas, 2006)
. Examining the confluence of different traditions enhances our comprehension of the impact and shaping of metaphysical ideas of the soul by astrological principles.

2. Classical Notions of the Soul

Many branches of philosophy, including ethics and psychology, may trace their conceptual roots back to the classics' portrayal of the soul, particularly in the works of Plato, Aristotle, and Neoplatonism. Plato identifies the three parts of the soul as logos, thumos and eros, i.e. reason, spirituality and appetite, which form his theoretical paradigm. This paradigm is one of the more comprehensive philosophical paradigms for analysing the human condition, describing several aspects of human motivation. Reason is associated with reason and rationality, emotion with courage and passion, and desire with basic instincts and appetites (Kraugerud, 2010; Barney et al. 2012; Singpurwalla, 2010).

Aristotle's philosophy holds that the soul is more cyclical as it is the developing form of the body with three faculties: nutrition, senses, and thinking. Unlike Plato's point of view, Aristotle's emphasizes the part the soul plays in providing the body and enabling different physical processes by including more physiology instead of dualism (Gomes, 2017; Harrington, 2018)
. In line with his general empirical technique, Aristotle argues that the soul is not an autonomous entity but is inherently linked to the physical body (Harrington, 2018; Euree, 2022)
.

Neoplatonism further develops these ideas, positing that the soul descends from a divine source and aspires to return to that source. This journey reflects a dualistic understanding of existence, where the soul navigates between the material and the divine realms. Plotinus, a central figure in Neoplatonism, articulates a vision of the soul as fundamentally intelligible, striving for unity with the One, the ultimate reality (Papanidi, 2022; Nam, 2016). This notion of the soul's journey underscores its role as a microcosm of the universe, suggesting that individual souls mirror the greater cosmic order (Papanidi, 2022; Gee, 2020).

Key themes emerge from these philosophical foundations, particularly the idea of the soul as a microcosm. 
2.1 Key Themes

• The Soul as a Microcosm of the Universe A recurring idea in Greek philosophy is that the soul mirrors the cosmos. For Plato, the harmony of the soul corresponds to the divine order of the universe, as seen in the mathematical precision of the celestial spheres (Timaeus, Plato, 1997). Aristotle’s hylomorphic view sees the soul as the animating principle, akin to the universe’s prime mover, which sustains cosmic motion and life. 

• The Soul’s Journey The soul’s journey is central to both Platonic and Neoplatonic traditions. Plato’s Phaedrus describes the soul as a charioteer, steering two opposing horses—reason and desire—toward enlightenment. Neoplatonists extend this idea by framing the soul’s journey as a cyclical process of descent into materiality and ascent toward divine unity. This journey is often tied to ethical development, self-knowledge, and cosmic integration (Armstrong, 1967)
. 

• Connection to Divine and Material Realms Philosophers consistently portray the soul as a mediator between the divine and the material. In Aristotelian thought, the rational soul represents humanity’s connection to the divine intellect (nous), while the appetitive soul grounds it in material reality. Similarly, Neoplatonists view the soul’s material entanglement as a consequence of its descent, with its ultimate purpose being to transcend this condition and reunite with the divine.

3. Astrological Foundations

The astrological foundations of the soul are deeply intertwined with core principles that elucidate the symbolic representation of archetypes, the role of celestial bodies as governors of various soul aspects, and the significance of the natal chart as a map of individual characteristics and journeys. In addition to these basic ideas, the theory of correspondences adds depth by suggesting a link between astronomical events and the human condition.

An important part of astrology is the zodiac, which represents archetypes. According to human psychology, each zodiac sign reveals a person's personality traits and future development (Sun, 2024; Tikhomirova et al., 2019)
. The zodiac is more than a collection of symbols; it is a comprehensive system that captures the complexity of the human developmental experience (Sun, 2024; Tikhomirova et al., 2019)
. Within this archetypal framework, individuals are able to explore their fixed patterns of behavioural habits. The zodiac is a mirror that shows us how humans relate to the universe as a whole. When you look at Aries, you see a dynamic, courageous and original fighter. Cancer is the sign of the nurturer and is also associated with family life, intuition and relationships. Capricorn represents the builder and symbolises ambition, discipline and organisation. Each sign serves as a foundation for comprehending how universal forces influence personality and experience. Jungian psychology often correlates these archetypes with the collective unconscious, providing a psychological framework for the examination of astrological archetypes (Greene, 1976).

Alongside the zodiac, planets are seen as heavenly "governors" that affect different dimensions of the psyche. Each planet is linked to distinct attributes and energy that influence an individual's character and life situations. For instance, Venus is associated with love and relationships, while Mars regulates ambition and aggressiveness (Ross et al., 2012; Kelley, 2003)
. The planetary influence indicates that the locations and motions of celestial planets at the moment of birth may profoundly affect an individual's psychological constitution and life path. The natal chart functions as a customized map that depicts the distinct interaction of various influences, demonstrating the intricacies of the soul's traits and its life path (Ross et al., 2012; Kelley, 2003)
. The natal chart encompasses the zodiac signs, planets, and the twelve astrological houses, each signifying distinct life domains (e.g., profession, relationships, home). Astrologers analyze the natal chart to reveal an individual's soul path, purpose, and karmic lessons. The North Node represents the soul's prospective development and objective. The South Node signifies past-life experiences and tendencies that must be transcended. This symbolic map offers direction for self-awareness, spiritual development, and managing life's obstacles (Campion, 2004)
.

The idea of correspondences, summarized by the adage "As above, so below," emphasizes the relationship between the universe and the individual soul. This concept asserts that celestial motions reflect the interior workings of the human mind, indicating that the exterior cosmos and internal experiences are reciprocal reflections (Anwar & Rahmawati, 2017; Honoré & Noël, 2016)
. This viewpoint corresponds with the notion that comprehending cosmic patterns may provide insights into individual obstacles and possibilities, emphasizing the connection between the soul's journey and the universe. The cycles of Saturn, lasting around 29.5 years, align with significant life transformations, including maturation, job realignment, or spiritual enlightenment. Retrograde planets, which give the illusion of moving backward in the sky, signify phases of introspection, evaluation, and adjustment. The ancient Hermetic principle "As above, so below" is contemporaneously reflected in Carl Jung's notion of synchronicity, when external occurrences meaningfully correspond with interior psychological conditions (Jung, 1973)
. This idea underpins astrology's conviction in cosmic harmony, whereby global and personal cycles mutually reflect and affect each other. Pluto transits, linked to transformation, often align with substantial changes in both internal and external life (Forrest, 2012)
.

4. The Influence of Plato's Works on Astrology

Plato's astrological writings reveal the interrelationship between philosophical thought and astrological practice, highlighting the influence of Plato's theories on astrological thought and interpretation. A number of important quotations illuminate the connections, drawing attention to the symbolic representation of archetypes, the role of celestial bodies and the idea of all-encompassing correspondences.
Hannah's study is a significant source of knowledge. She investigated Plato's perspective on the world and discovered that the presence of celestial bodies was essential to his comprehension of time and the events that occurred in human history. Through the use of the positions of the planets, the moon, and the solar system, astrology is able to give an explanation for the human experience (Hannah, 2020)
. This perspective serves as a significant basis for astrology. The concept that these heavenly planets may affect happenings on Earth was compatible with Plato's notion that the cosmos mirrored the order of the soul. Plato believed that the universe was a reflection of the soul.

The study conducted by Parolin places a significant emphasis on the role that Apuleius and Marsilio Ficino played in bringing Platonic ideas into the realms of astrology and magic. This demonstrates how Platonic philosophy provided the grounds for astrological analyses and an understanding of the trajectory of the soul (Pajorin,2014)
. Ficino's version of Plato's ideas had a significant impact on the methodologies that were used in Renaissance astrology. The importance of this relationship demonstrates how Plato's views continued to have an impact on subsequent astrological interpretations.

Astrology, according to Laishley's "Astrology as Religion," has its theoretical foundations in Platonic philosophy, particularly in the creation story told in the "Timaeus." By illustrating the link between the universe and the human spirit, this piece embodies the Platonic view that understanding the movement of the stars may help one become more self-aware and reveal their life's true path (Laishley, 2007)
. A recurring theme in platonic philosophy is the idea that astrology may help us make contact between the celestial and material realms.

Campion underlined intellectual systems in his study of astrology in antique Greek and Roman civilizations, especially those developed by Plato, who saw the cosmos as a unified, live entity. This perspective underlined the concept that the stars mirror the soul's identity and destiny, therefore helping one to grasp the astrological theory that planetary motions might influence human events (Campion, 2019)
. Including philosophical investigation into astrology is a reflection of Plato's major influence on the development of astrological philosophy prior to his lifetime.

To summarize, astrological interpretations of Plato's writings provide light on the nuanced connections that exist between astrological and philosophical thinking. These interactions include the portrayal of the function of celestial bodies, the concept of correspondence, and symbolic representations of archetypes. The examples presented here shed light on the fundamental connection that exists between the mind and the universe, and they demonstrate the ways in which Platonic philosophy has impacted both the theory and practice of astrology.

5. Contemplations on Aristotle's Treatise on the Soul in Astrology
When it comes to astrology, Aristotle's study of the soul, particularly as defined in his book De Anima (Theory of the Soul), exposes ramifications that are vast and far-reaching. A significant contribution to the development of astrological philosophy was made by his investigation into the characteristics and characteristics of the soul, as well as its relationship to the universe, particularly the hypothetical connection between celestial bodies and human affairs. The purpose of this debate is to examine, with the assistance of supporting evidence, the ways in which Aristotle's concepts have been validated in the field of chemistry.
The analysis of the impact of celestial bodies on human characteristics and activities may be better understood in light of Aristotle's idea of the soul as the form of the body, which includes nutritive, sensitive, and intellectual components. Astrology provides an assessment of the influence of heavenly bodies on human characteristics and behaviors. While the sensitive and nurturing aspects of the soul are associated with primal impulses and bodily sensations, the rational soul is connected to intellect and heightened awareness (Cohoe, 2014; Corcoran, 2003)
. The rational soul is also associated with the heightened consciousness. The astrological traditions make use of this tripartite notion by categorizing planets and signs according to the ways in which they influence one's emotional well-being, mental faculties, and physical health.

Furthermore, Aristotle's focus on the interrelation of all entities in the cosmos corresponds with the astrological principle of correspondences, which asserts that celestial motions mirror the internal dynamics of the human soul. This notion, encapsulated by the slogan "As above, so below," posits that the locations and motions of celestial planets may provide insights into human experiences and personal issues (Hon & Goldstein, 2008; Wilson, 2011)
. Aristotle's conviction in a harmonious universe, whereby celestial bodies impact earthly occurrences, bolsters this astrological viewpoint, affirming that comprehending the stars may enhance self-awareness and provide insight into one's life trajectory (Vaccarezza, 2018; Knoll, 2023)
.

Gregory further examines the amalgamation of astrology and Aristotelian natural philosophy, highlighting how people such as William Harvey, inspired by Aristotle, saw the connection between celestial forces and human health. Harvey's measured confidence in astrology embodies an Aristotelian prudence, indicating that while celestial bodies may exercise influence, they do not dictate destiny (Studtmann, 2011; Cammack, 2013)
. This sophisticated comprehension reflects Aristotle's perspective on causality, recognizing extrinsic effects but emphasizing the significance of human action and reason.

Martin's study of Renaissance astrology debates clarifies that astrological beliefs were an important factor in rereading Aristotle's works. Throughout the European Renaissance, astrology and Aristotle's ideas were deeply intertwined, with scholars examining how Aristotle's natural philosophy influenced astronomical phenomena (Vlasits, 2018). This sparked a heated debate between the discipline of astrology and Aristotelian theory. This dialogue shows that Aristotle's ideas still influence the interpretation and application of astrology. Using Aristotle's ideas of the soul, the field of astrological philosophy in particular attempts to understand the connection between human life and the universe and world. Aristotle's threefold conception of the soul, his concern for balance in the world, and his views on the influence of the celestial bodies are the conceptual genealogy of astrology. The incorporation of Aristotle's concepts into astrology demonstrates the enduring and significant influence of his writings in understanding human problems through the process of celestial movement.
6. Conclusion
It has been found through research that the ideas of the Neoplatonists, Aristotle and Plato can all be considered as the basis of astrology, which is the philosophical and theoretical framework that connects the material and spiritual worlds of humankind. Plato's dualistic belief that the soul is eternal and unchanging, always connected to God, is the theoretical cornerstone of astrology. The astrolabe is often seen as the end point of the soul, representing the soul's exposure to celestial movements and the destination of destiny and journeys. 
Aristotle, on the other hand, believed that the soul was a prerequisite and quality of the body, including nutrition, sensitivity and cognitive abilities, a concept that provided a further scientific and comprehensive theoretical frame of reference for the discipline of astrology. His view is very much in line with the anthropological holistic view that the configuration of the individual planets represents the interplay of the physical, emotional and spiritual aspects of human beings. This harmony is reinforced by Aristotle's concept of cosmic harmony. The fact that the planets and constellations are categorised according to their respective qualities and roles in human existence also suggests that the movement of celestial bodies has had a considerable impact on the lives of people on Earth.
The zodiac serves as an archetype for astrology, which adds depth to the ideological significance of astrology. Like the Platonic and Jungian archetypes, each sign represents a different human psychological condition and an aspect of cosmic energy. In the course of our practice, we have found that through human use of the zodiac archetypes, astrology is able to decipher the complexities of human existence and shed light on philosophical questions of life such as identity, destiny and the soul.
The ancient philosophical perspective on the soul in Astrology is inextricably linked to metaphysical enquiry and the analysis of symbols. By interpreting previously established theoretical frameworks, astrology offers modern humans a new perspective that demonstrates the role of the soul in the connection between the universe and human behaviour. This study attempts to illustrate the role of astrology as a bridge between ancient knowledge and contemporary spiritual consciousness, astrology is clearly a concrete tool and important means of revealing the soul as a path and purpose in the universe.
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