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Abstract 
The aim of this dissertation was to explore the factors influencing British Police Officers carrying Taser. The author conducted an in-depth, critical review of relevant authoritative and academic resources surrounding the issue and use of Taser in Policing incidents.
The analysis of the literature review indicated that two views, the Police and general public, needed to be explored to enable the understanding of the influencing factors. Two separate surveys with questions with similar themes, one for serving police officers and one for the public were undertaken. The similar themes in both surveys allowed the two views to be compared.
The vast literature obtained and analysed resulted in establishing the following themes: Public confidence, disproportionate use, suspect aggression and resistance, injury and harm, documenting use of force, officer perception and lack of UK based research, each influencing Taser use by Police officers.
By methodically reviewing existing, relevant literature, identifying the appropriate methodology for the research project, conducting primary research and critically analysing the data, the aim of the dissertation was achieved by answering the question ‘Should all British Frontline Police Officers carry Taser?’
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1.Chapter One: Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk95129757]The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate the factors influencing Police Officers carrying Taser, and to answer the question: “Should all British Frontline Police Officers Carry Taser?” This chapter of the dissertation provides the background of this study and why it is felt that research into this area is valuable.
1.1 Background
One of the key responsibilities of a Frontline Police Officer is responding to, risk assessing and managing confrontational situations with a response that is proportionate and compliant 
with policy and legislation (College of Policing, 2022a). Managing confrontational situations may require use of force. Use of force should be the minimum to achieve a lawful objective (HMIC, 2011). 
British policing is underpinned by the concept of ‘policing by consent’ with 9 principles setting out how that is achieved (Home Office, 2012). The principles ensure that force used to enforce the law are minimal to ensure public confidence and continued consent. Established in 1829 they are still relevant today, however, arguably that the means of force used has changed considerably as over time, equipment such as pepper spray and Taser have been developed for officers to use as tools for PPE.  
The Home Office (2021a) identify the use of force as being when certain tactics are used. Examples include restraint and using equipment such as batons, shields, firearms and the topic of this dissertation a CED known as ‘TASER’. 
Taser is registered trademark for a CED used by British Police Forces and is classified as a prohibited weapon under Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968. It delivers an electrical current which can be discharged for 5 seconds and can be repeated or extended, temporarily incapacitating a person’s neuromuscular system (NPCC, 2022a). Statistics of police recorded data of 16 British forces analysed between 2017-2018 suggest that officers rarely fire their Tasers, with Taser officers not using it in 74% of incidents, 22% drawing it without discharge and only firing it in 3% of incidents (Quinton et al, 2020).
Since Tasers wider rollout to specially trained officers in 2008, statistics show a marked increase in Taser use. Between 2017 and 2020 it virtually doubled from 16,900 to 32,100 (Home Office, 2020). However, the report only speculates that this may be because there are more trained officers, more devices, greater number of volatile situations and an easier reporting system of use. Statistics alone will not explain taser use. Therefore, a greater understanding of officers’ attitudes and decisions leading to taser use is needed to better inform a decision to increase officer numbers that carry taser.
In 2019 there were 30,548 trained officers in Taser use out of a workforce of 156,833 (NPCC, 2022b). This is short of the 90% of officers that expressed a wish to be to be taser trained when surveyed by the NPCC (2019). The selection criteria for training stipulates applicants must demonstrate good judgement, use of the NDM to deal with conflict, a personal record demonstrating good character and ethical policing and using force appropriately and proportionately. The NDM is a framework used in Policing to aid decision making. It has a Code of Ethics at its core and is a cyclical model of gathering information, assessing risk, considering powers and policies to employ, identifying options, acting and reviewing (College of Policing, 2014a). It can be argued that all response officers should meet the requirements of the selection process as this is the expectation of the professional standards required by every officer under the Code of Ethics (College of Policing, 2014b).  To pass an officer must be able to discharge the CED accurately, pass an examination, demonstrate necessary skills using role play scenarios and use the NDM to evidence decisions made and understand the management of vulnerable people, with annual updates and review of competence (NPCC, 2022a). 
When Theresa May was home secretary, she identified Taser as a necessary tool for police in increasingly dangerous situations and allocated increased funding of £6.7 million to purchase 8155 devices (Home Office, 2020). Statistics from the 2020 welfare survey by the Police Federation indicate that 83% of frontline officers have been subject to an unarmed physical assault and 20% subject to assault with a deadly weapon (Elliot-Davies, 2021). These statistics support the argument that frontline responses officers need to be able to defend themselves, particularly against those who carry weapons. This is further supported by statistics showing a much lower risk of injury to officers using taser compared to other uses of force, except for firearms and attenuating energy projectiles (NPCC, 2019). 
Whilst there is an argument for increasing Taser on the frontline, there is also criticism and disagreement. Even the term used to describe Taser can be argued as controversial as groups such as Amnesty International UK (2018) and Liberty (2019) use the term ‘weapon’ while police forces media could be argued to use the softer term ‘device’ (Lancashire Constabulary, 2022, Northamptonshire Police, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk115343360]There is concern into disproportionate use against BAME groups and vulnerable individuals, especially those with mental health issues from both the Police investigatory body and human rights group (IOPC, 2021, Amnesty International, 2018). Investigating 101 episodes of taser use over a 5-year period The IOPC (2021) suggest a third of these cases were missed opportunities to de-escalate the situation using communication and negotiation skills, with examples of derogatory comments and ineffective communication techniques. Furthermore, Taser was noted to be a contributory factor to death in 4 cases and 1 case of an officer being convicted of unlawful man slaughter. Superficially this looks concerning, however this only represents a small proportion of total times Taser is used and only those that have given cause for concern. The human rights group Amnesty International UK (2018) have called for the British public to resist the call from Police to supply all officers with Taser. However, figures indicate that 79% of the public want more officers to carry Tasers (NPCC, 2019). Examples from the report indicate that the public feel that times have changed and that it helps officers stay safe and protect the public.
1.2 Research Rationale
The Author is a newly trained officer in the use of Taser with a long-term professional goal to join the firearms unit. Taser use extends beyond the practical training and assessment received. It is a complex topic with controversial views that require exploration. However, the public and officer consultation by the working group on less lethal weapons suggest there is a majority support both from the public and police for increasing taser trained officers (NPCC, 2019). Increasing these numbers may result in increased use and greater scrutiny into Taser use and whether it was proportionate. Maintaining public confidence is the foundation of policing and the use of taser must be justified in the public eye. If officers are meeting their expected professional standards, they arguably all meet the criteria they for selection for carrying Taser and as such should all be prepared to accept the responsibility to train and carry Taser. The NPCC (2019) cite reports of cases where incident response has been delayed due to lack of Taser officers available. There is no justification for an incident response to be delayed because there are insufficient numbers of trained Taser officers to adequately protect the public. It is argued that a frontline officer should be equipped to manage the increasing demands placed upon them by the increasing violent crime. Exploring the available literature will deepen understanding and enhance personal ethical decision making, ensure risk assessment is thorough and actions justified, demonstrating the accountability expected by the public. Exploring and analysing the available literature and identifying themes in chapter 2 may help to evidence whether it is appropriate for all frontline officers to carry Taser.
1.3 Aims and objectives 
The aim of this research project is:
To observe and acknowledge the potential impact of all response officers carrying Taser.
As well as: 
What would be the impact on public confidence if all response officers carried Taser, providing recommendations on how maintaining confidence could be best achieved. 
These aims will be achieved though completing the following objectives:
1) To critically research and analyse academic literature, government reports and public body publications to best understand how Taser has impacted policing since its introduction in 2003.

2) To identify the most current and relevant research to appropriately complete the research project on the controversial topic of Taser.

3) [bookmark: _Hlk114157548]To conduct primary research and examine all data gathered to greater understand the thoughts and perceptions towards Taser from the public and the officers themselves.

4) [bookmark: _Hlk113641477]To explore how public confidence can be maintained with a role out of Taser to all Frontline Police Officers. 
1.4 Structure 
To ensure the effective completion of the above objectives, dedicated chapters will be set to achieve the objectives:
Chapter two will examine the most up to date and relevant academic literature, government reports and public body publications to understand the impact of Taser since its introduction. To achieve this, the academic material used will mostly be limited to the UK but broadened as necessary and relevant to predominantly American research due to limited UK academic literature on Taser in the UK. 
Chapter three will attempt to recognise the most suitable research technique and practices which are most appropriate to conduct primary research. 
Chapter four will examine data gathered from the research conducted in chapter three. This chapter will aim to establish a better understanding of Taser using the common themes identified in the analysis.
Chapter five will draw the dissertation to a conclusion, achieving the final objective by providing recommendations drawn from all the available information observed in this dissertation.
1.5 Conclusion 
This first chapter of the dissertation has provided a brief context surrounding the research topic area of Taser use, outlined the main aims and objectives, and why this controversial topic needs exploring further in an independent project.
The following chapter will critically analyse academic literature, government reports and public body publications which were available to the Author at the time of commencing this dissertation.









2. Chapter Two: Literature Review
2.1 Introduction
This chapter will aim to critically analyse relevant authoritative and academic literature resources in relation to the topic of Police Officers carrying Tasers, examining statistics and academic research into factors influencing taser use in policing incidents, injury and how this may affect public perception and confidence in its use. In line with College of Policing Guidance (2022b) Taser use discussed will include drawing, sparking (arcing) the device, aiming the laser red dot and discharging (firing) the device. As Taser is one brand of CEDs, the term is used interchangeably in this review, as some authors do not specify Taser as the brand in their studies.
The first objective of the dissertation outlined in chapter one will be achieved by examining literature acquired from the UWTSD e-learning online library database, The College of Policing library, an internet search engine called Google Scholar, a search engine that identifies academic literature and Government publications.
Search terms used to find relevant information include “TASER”, “Conducted energy device”, “CED”, “non-lethal weapons” and “Use of Force”. See Appendix A for identified relevant literature used in this review.
2.2 Public Confidence
With the recent death of George Floyd, a Black American who died after being subjected to Police use of force, it is argued Police use of force powers have never been more debated and relevant than they are today (Yesberg et al, 2021). Such negative publicity can portray flawed and unjustified policing that erodes public confidence. The graphic nature of incidents such as the death of George Floyd while bystanders around pleaded for him are filmed, uncensored and shared by media channels and social networking channels instantly reaching a worldwide audience.
A report by the IOPC (2021) reviewing 101 cases of Taser use investigated between 2015 and 2020 was critical of policing, examples including poor risk assessment, not using de-escalation skills and disproportionate use in vulnerable groups such as children. Criticising the report Liz Groom and Che Donald National Vice-chair of the Police Federation (2021) condemn the report as unrepresentative, as it only included cases referred for investigation which are only a small proportion of overall use. Similarly, The NPCC lead for Less Lethal Weapons, Chief Constable Lucy D'Orsi (2021) that the report is vague and insubstantial. The IOPC is an independent investigatory body whom community and public groups place confidence in to ensure transparency in today’s policing and such reports can be damaging to public confidence. This report, for example can be used to create sensational media coverage, stating fact from the report but failing to put it in the bigger context of the background whereby Taser use is substantially greater than the 101 cases investigated.
Dymond and Rappert (2014) suggest that the collective value of all stake holders, including public rights groups to build an evidence base encourages public acceptability of new technology. However, American officers felt that activist groups opposing CEDs are outsiders pushing a political agenda creating antagonism between police and the public (Angelis and Wolf, 2013). Disappointingly ‘Liberty’ and ‘Open Society’ human rights groups, ‘Inquest’ a charity in England and Wales providing expertise on state related deaths, ‘Stopwatch’ a group which research and action fair and accountable policing, and the policing expert Dr Mike Shiner jointly withdrew from the National Taser Stakeholder Advisory Group as they felt that their views were not listened to (Busby, 2020).
However, despite the controversy it seems the public have confidence in police Taser use. A randomised control trial to test the effect of mass deployment of Tasers to British Police Officers showed no increase in complaints in officers carrying Tasers to those who did not (Ariel et al, 2018). This is further supported in the NPCC report analysing Taser use in the UK showing there were 1.1% complaints when Taser was used in 2015, none of which resulted in any misconduct (Drummond-Smith, 2020).
2.3 Disproportionate Use
[bookmark: _Hlk111540279]American research indicates suggests a disproportionate general use of force against minority groups, males and those of lower classes (Bolger, 2015). Taser was more likely to be used on non-white, male suspects (Crow and Adrion, 2011, Terrill and Paoline, 2017). 
In the UK the IOPC (2021) suggest a disproportionate use of Taser against BAME groups and concerns of use against those under 18 years old. Dymond (2020) identified that ethnicity had no link to Taser, however that male gender was significantly higher. Quinton et al (2020) found factors that increase likelihood of Taser being drawn and discharged were being male, Asian, having mental health problems, the taking of alcohol and drugs, yet was less likely in those under 18.
The IOPC report (2021) indicates half of the cases involved alcohol or drug, and many of those had mental health issues. Although the report may not be representative an extensive UK review of force records by Dymond (2020) indicate a significant association between mental health and Taser. People with mental health illness, at the point of crisis in a charged situation may not fully take instruction and information on board, so appear more resistive and more likely to be subject to Taser (Hallett et al, 2020). This can be argued to also be similar in those also intoxicated by drugs or alcohol.
Recent statistics indicate a proportionately higher use of Taser against those of black ethnicity and those with mental health illness (Home Office, 2021b). A new project was launched in 2021 called the 'Independent Review into Disproportionate Effects of Use of Taser' to review the causes and effects of racial disproportionate use. This report forms part of the Police Race Action Plan: Improving policing for Black People (2022), a jointly developed plan from the College of Policing and NPCC to tackle areas of racism within policing. In relation to Taser, it will aim to establish a national approach agreed by Chief Constables in the deployment and community engagement in the scrutiny of Taser use. A program of independent research into the disproportionate Taser use against BAME groups has been commissioned. This is an ongoing plan with further information on how the aims of the plan will be achieved expected in December 2022.
2.4 Suspect Aggression and Resistance
Sousa et al (2010) observed that officers faced with non-aggressive resistive suspects were no more likely to use Taser than those not armed with Taser. However, when faced with aggressive resistance, officers were more likely to favour Taser as a use of force as this use has less direct physical contact with the subject and in return protects an officer more effectively from potential injury. This study was training scenario based and may not truly reflect all actions in a real incident. Ariel et al (2018) suggest that officers frequently meet increased aggression against them with an increase in force and furthermore that there is there is a statistically significant increase in use of force when a Taser is present. These studies contrast with Crow and Adrion (2011) who suggest that officers are less likely to use Taser with subjects who are physically resistive or carry a weapon, although the researchers are unable to establish why, indicating an area that needs further research. It is argued that this needs further investigation as the results are contrary to the other research identified in this review, so may prove unfounded or highlight an influencing factor not previously observed. Reviewing UK data Quinton et al (2020) suggest active or aggressive resistance is a key factor increasing likelihood that Taser will be used. Similarly, Dalton (2020) suggests that as violent situations increase that police are becoming more reliant on responding with less-lethal weapons, instead of using de-escalation techniques. This view is further supported by qualitative research whereby some officers acknowledge an overdependence on CEDs (Angelis and Wolf 2013). However, Drummond-Smith (2020) suggests that whilst each situation may start with negotiation that each situation is unique, and that action taken will be based on risk assessment and level of threat. Therefore, it can be argued that officers who carry Taser attend the most serious incidents which may require an immediate response due to high possibility of harm that does not allow for hesitation.
The predominant reasons for discharging Taser in the UK are self-protection and protection of other officers (Home Office, 2021b). Possession of a weapon by the subject is consistently the most common impact factor recorded when using less lethal weapons, which includes CED (Home Office 2020, Home Office, 2021b).
2.5 Injury and Harm
[bookmark: _Hlk111541549][bookmark: _Hlk111541593]American research by MacDonald et al (2009) suggests injuries to officers and civilians were 25% less when using a CED compared to other types of force. Similar findings by Taylor and Woods (2010) 4-year study found significantly fewer injuries in suspects (75% less) and officers (85% less) in those that carried CED. More recent British research suggests that there is no increased injury to suspects, however, the visual nature of a Taser doubled the incidence of physical assaults against officers (Ariel et al, 2018). Although this randomised control trial was nationally representative of policing, with 75% of officers in the study being frontline it can be argued this may not be representative of all forces as it was conducted in the City of London where the nature and level of violent crimes are greater. 
[bookmark: _Hlk111542344]Womack et al (2016) noted an increased officer injury rate when a more restrictive policy for Taser use was introduced, raising the tolerance for suspect aggression before Taser could be employed, suggesting that a less restrictive policy on Taser use can reduce both suspect and officer injury by limiting ‘hands-on’ means of force. However, Terrill and Paoline (2017) suggest that a less restrictive policy has a direct impact on increased Taser use. Arguably the mere presence of Taser acts as a deterrent enabling a police officer to manage a situation without the risk of injury that more commonly used tactics such as pepper spray could cause, a view supported by Drummond-Smith (2020). Quinton et al (2020) review of UK data suggests it is not possible to determine whether reduced officer injury is because the Taser is a deterrent or simply puts distance between officer and suspect. 
Injury to suspects from secondary causes after being tasered appear to cause most harm. This is supported by MacDonald et al (2009) who suggest harm such as head injury from the fall is the biggest risk and that use of CED against a person is safe. Furthermore, that deaths following incidents are because of positional asphyxiation, underlying health conditions and drug related issues which would possibly be unknown to the Police Officer at the time of firing the Taser. Similarly, The Royal College of Emergency Medicine (2021) agree that significant injury or harm is unlikely as a direct result of CED discharge in healthy individuals, but that injury is more common in uncontrolled falls or fractures and dislocations caused by muscle contraction. Additionally, that often serious injury or illness after CED is most common when the patient has taken drugs or has a mental health illness. IOPC (2021) found that of the inquests of the 16 cases they reviewed associated with death, that 4 of them concluded Taser as a contributory factor and that officers risk assessment of the environment and a suspects’ vulnerabilities was poor. These findings all suggest that training and ongoing competency that ensures good risk assessment and decision making in officers who carry Taser are essential in minimising injury.
2.6 Documenting Use of Force
Despite the UK having one of the world’s best data recording systems the police use of force data records needs improvement (Dymond, 2014). From 2017 recording data on the use of force by all home offices funded police forces in England and Wales became mandatory and standardised. Recording how and why use of force is used ensures increasing transparency of police actions (Home Office, 2021b). Despite comprehensive guidance from the NPCC (2018), frequently information is not recorded, or is inaccurate or incomplete (Quinton et al, 2020), using examples such as when using multiple tactics, which specific tactic caused the injury and how serious the injury was. The Home Office (2020) also recognise that this information is unreliable and predict that incident recording will increase as forces recording practices improve. However, there seems to be no timescales or review period to ensure that data collected is reliable. 
Incomplete and inaccurate records could invalidate research conducted. Dymond and Rappert (2014) suggest that use of force data is inconsistent as not accurate and not always recorded for all types of force, which then makes the data for Taser use incomparable to other forms of force. Furthermore, that the lengthy forms do not have enough space to record some information such as injury and are submitted before all information is ascertained such as when someone is hospitalised, and medical attention is ongoing. It can be argued that forms have become electronic, allowing expandable boxes that enable all data to be recorded without space limitations. It can be argued that the increasing use of body worn cameras by Police officers provides a transparent and visual documentation of force used in an incident. Yet this is not without problem and a randomised control trial by Ariel et al (2018) raises concern that as Officers feel they are being watched and scrutinised that they may fail to exert the amount of force required and put themselves at greater risk of assault recommending that this is an area which again merits further research.
2.7 Officer Perception
[bookmark: _Hlk101942171]A survey of 6220 police officers by Mechelen (2017) found 84% in support issuing Taser to all frontline officers, with slightly more support from younger male and those working in inner-city areas more likely to support wider rollout compared to those office based or in more rural areas. Officers with less than 5 years of service were slightly more supportive than those with more than 15 years’ service. Furthermore 96% of the Taser trained officers captured agreed that Taser was beneficial to their job with 65% saying it was to avoid danger. Crow and Adrion (2011) suggest older and female officers were more likely to deploy taser. It is argued that this may be that they are physically less strong so more dependent on CED.
Dymond (2019) review of case studies suggests that carrying a Taser may alter officers discretionary decision-making processes, such as engagement in an incident they may not have without the Taser. Furthermore, carrying a taser may affect risk assessment of a situation, for example an officer may get closer to a suspect to facilitate taser use, however that puts the officer at risk by closing the distance between them. Furthermore, the officer can mentally distance themselves from the violence that force uses by merely firing the Taser rather than a more direct action such as striking someone with a baton. Officer equipped with tasers felt they were sent to the most violent incidents and that those officers were more likely to be single crewed. The Police Federations Policy on Safe Crewing (2021) recognises that a single crewed officer is more likely to have increased anxiety and stress. Therefore, it can be argued that being single crewed could negatively affect decision making due to the increased stress and anxiety and may result in unsafe actions or over-reliance on Taser that may not have happened if the Taser officer had a colleague with them. 
American research concluded that most officers had no safety concerns using CEDs, reinforced by having had the device used upon themselves during training (Angelis and Wolf 2013). Furthermore, that they felt Tasers reduced officer injury without the need to discharge as the mere presence or drawing and aiming a CED was enough to control a situation, particularly when someone was mentally disturbed, suicidal or in domestic situations. Many recognised safety risks and were aware of its limitations. The officers felt that the public were ill informed about the technology of a CED, and that the predominant misconception was that a person was ‘electrocuted’, with views reinforced by media sensationalism. They equally recognise that the media could be used to portray the role of policing and educate the public about such technologies as CEDs.
Bolger (2015) found male officers more likely to generally use force. Similarly, and more specifically Quinton et al (2020) found that male officers were more likely to draw a CED, but no more or less likely to discharge them, with those with more than 15 years’ service less likely to draw them. Single-crewed officers were more likely to discharge a CED.
2.8 Lack of UK Based Research
Taser creates divided opinions which arguably are not based on robust evidence. There appears to be very little UK based academic research into the reasons, types of situations and context that Taser has been used since its introduction to Forces in England and Wales in 2004. Crow and Adrion (2011) suggest that research into Taser use is necessary so that its safety and effectiveness can be assured to prevent media, policy makers and public opinion being based on inadequate information. Dymond and Rappert (2014) suggest that lack of evidence reduces credibility of senior police officers with policies implemented with no evidence base. 
Many gaps need exploring, such as what motivates a suspect to act as they do in a situation in relation to raised aggression and resistance Ariel et al (2018) and officers decision making processes and the physical and psychological impacts on those with mental distress Hallett et al, 2020). The lack of a reliable evidence base about adverse effects of Taser which leads to insufficient police training was noted to be an area of concern in the inquest of Marc Cole in 2017 in which accumulative effects of being Tasered multiple times was unclear (Williams, 2020). 
Kroll et al (2019) suggests that modern CEDs provide a unique opportunity for accurate capture of data in comparison to other forms of force, for example baton use does not record the number and velocity of strikes compared to the accurate recording of a charge delivered by CEDs.
Dymond (2014) identified a lack of literature of research into Taser use in the UK, with very little peer reviewed, with 3 specific gaps: little comparative data with other means of force, a need for more publicly available data and that criminology literature needs to include scientific and technological research. 
Dymond (2020) recently explored the factors associated with Taser use by police in England and Wales, claiming to be the first analysis conducted outside of North America with the most of our previous knowledge having come from American based research which was based on limited data and little testing. While a first step, the data was collated from 1 UK force so there still needs to be further national research. 
2.9 Conclusion
Maintaining public confidence can be achieved by ensuring that policy and decisions are based on proven knowledge. There are, however, inconsistencies and more questions rather than answers why certain suspects are more likely to be tasered, what influences their decision making and those of the police officers involved.
With increasing violent crime and a desire to increase officers equipped with taser all relevant bodies must work together to ensure that identified gaps in knowledge are addressed so that the public and police can be assured that training and policy governing Taser use is evidence based. Furthermore, it is damaging not to remedy the gap of evidence as current attitude and practise may not currently be appropriate and may become embedded into culture, making change difficult when new evidence comes to light. With the literature review now complete, the next chapters will aim to address gaps in the literature to explore and identify themes in Police officers’ and the public’s perception of Taser so that recommendations can be made to ensure how public confidence can be maintained with a role out of Taser to all frontline officers. 





3. Chapter Three: Research Methodology
3.1: Introduction 
The aim of this dissertation is to investigate the factors influencing Police Officers carrying Taser and provide an answer to the question “Should all British Frontline Police Officers Carry Taser?” The previous chapter identified overwhelming support from officers and public to increase officer numbers carrying Taser and there were very few complaints received from the public about officers’ conduct using Taser which suggests that the police have the publics consent and confidence in relation to this. Some civil groups strongly oppose increase of Taser rollout and media sources can negatively report on police use of force in general with a potential erosion to public confidence. There seems to be lack of clarity in the evidence surrounding the decision-making processes that officers have influencing their actions in an incident where Taser is a factor and a lack of literature around the publics’ understanding of Taser and where that information is gained. This chapter will aim to identify the most appropriate research methodology to conduct primary research to achieve aim 3 of this dissertation: To conduct primary research and examine all data gathered to greater understand the thoughts and perceptions towards Taser from the public and the officers themselves.
3.2: Research Strategy
Research is the systematic exploration and logical questioning process during an investigation. Research often exposes more areas of investigation leading to more questions being asked, which require further investigation. Research can be likened to an ever-expanding puzzle where new information is pieced together. It is important to remember that research can only be as good as the question asked and it is not a method of “Proof”. It can be a time-consuming process which can be subjected to repeated replication to compare reliability (Hurley et al. 2011, p.2-17). 
Research needs to be focused and specific within the broader area of interest, otherwise the researcher may waste valuable time collecting large volumes of useless and irrelevant data that swamps them (Denscombe, 2012, p.169). There is little to be gained from asking questions that have already been answered in other research projects and that the right question to ask needs to be relevant to reflect the area to explore (Denscombe, 2009, p.144-145). 
The Author has considered all issues pertaining to the broader issues surrounding the question ‘Should all British Frontline Police Officers carry Taser?’ but has chosen to narrow their exploration to ensure that all data gathered is manageable and relevant, therefore increasing its validity and credibility. the Author has not been able to consider all issues pertaining to the broader question of ‘Should all officers carry Taser?’. The specific areas to explore will be twofold: Firstly, how officers perceive their safety and that of others in an incident where Taser is a factor, and their perception of public knowledge and understanding and secondly the public’s perception of Taser use and their understanding of officers’ training and knowledge.  It is hoped by comparing these that this can form the foundation for ensuring an understanding of both their views, whether views are accurate and where that information is obtained so that with the increased rollout of Taser, information to both sides can be most effectively targeted.
At the start of any research project there are 5 areas to consider by the researcher on how they intend to approach the investigation as these considerations will have important implications on the research design (Denscombe, 2009, p.101):
A. [bookmark: _Hlk114144239]Time frame over which the research be conducted.
B. [bookmark: _Hlk114144315]Number of examples or instances to study dictating the size and depth of the research.
C. [bookmark: _Hlk114144491]Will the study be in a controlled or natural environment?
D. [bookmark: _Hlk114144380]Will data be Quantitative, Qualitive or Mixed?
E. [bookmark: _Hlk114144430]Will it be Explanatory where current theories will be tested or Exploratory where new theories will be formed?

These 5 areas will be considered to guide the Author through the research choices and rationales.
A. Time frame over which the research will be conducted.
In this project the research will be captured over a short and precise period, so will be a Cross-sectional study. In this type of research, a “Snap-shot” in time is captured. This does not need to be any specific time and information captured is current at that moment the research is conducted. Research is often dictated on the availability of resources, practicability, and a completion deadline (Denscombe, 2009, p.101). The Author is working to a tight deadline so has chosen this approach.
B. Number of examples or instances to study dictating the size and depth of the research.
To provide a balanced view it was necessary to have 2 sample groups as the research question posed affects both police officers and the public, however each group may have a different perspective. 
[bookmark: _Hlk114059603]Sampling can be defined as the selection of a given number of a specific unit to study (Banerjee, 2020, p.169). Sampling can be random, whereby all participants have an equal probability of being selected or non-random whereby participants are selected as they have certain characteristics required by the researcher. A random sample can create a generalised sample that is representative of the whole population, whereby to examine a sub-group non-random sampling is best (Vanderstoep and Johnston, 2008, p. 26-27). Therefore, a random sample of the public will be selected as that will be more representative of the population, whereas the sample of Police Officers will be non-random as they must fulfil the characteristics of being or having been a serving police officer. As the Author has direct access to a limited number of Police officers, they will be asked to enlist other Officers creating a snowball effect. This snowball effect allows the researcher to build a suitable sample by building on the initial sample selected (Vanderstoep and Johnston, 2008, p.27). 
Recruiting the sample group will be by the participation in online surveys. Policing surveys will be emailed directly to the Authors’ colleagues and shared in closed policing groups with an invitation to share to their contacts, there will be an initial rollout of 44 surveys. Public surveys will be sent to family and friends to complete and post to social media to reach a varied sample group, there will be an initial rollout of 12 surveys. 
C. Will the study be in a controlled or natural environment?
Denscombe (2009, p.103) differentiates a controlled environment as being in an environment such as a laboratory where variables can be controlled and the environment manipulated, whereas a natural environment allows study in a more social environment allowing the researcher to see how things fit together rather than a test of cause and effect. If the Author wished to examine the effect that changing one factor might have on Taser use, then it might be appropriate to be conducted in a controlled environment, however the research will aim to understand the complex inter-relationships of factors in the normal social setting so will be in the natural environment. 
D. Will data be Quantitative, Qualitive or Mixed?
[bookmark: _Hlk114601286]Data can be either quantitative data (numerical data collected from various figures, useful for predicting changing patterns) or qualitative data (non-numeric information such as thoughts and opinions which offer perceptions and morals). Both have strengths and weaknesses therefore some may choose to adopt a mixed approach (Denscombe, 2009, p.104). A mixed method approach gives the most credible data and that internet-based surveys can draw a wealth of information (Fielding et al, 2017, p.154). The main benefit to survey studies is that information can be gathered easily from large groups of people in a cost-effective way (Marczyk et al, 2005, p.154). Based on these insights the Author will use internet-based surveys to collect quantitative and qualitative data to gather the richest data. For example, one question in the questionnaire will be to ask the police and public if they agree officers should carry Taser which will give statistical data, followed by the question ‘Why?’ which will provide the reasons and insight for their answer.
[bookmark: _Hlk106537725]Google Forms was chosen as an online resource to conduct the surveys as it offers a framework of multiple-choice questions with the choice of free text boxes to allow expansion of answers. There will be a timeframe of 2 weeks to gather responses. Closed questions will provide quantitative data and the open text boxes will gather qualitative data. 
To ensure the surveys are fit for purpose the Author will initially conduct a pilot study to highlight areas of participant uncertainty and ambiguous questions (one survey will be sent one member of each group for feedback) with a planned 24-hour turnaround. The survey will then be tweaked according to feedback so ensuring the master surveys are suitable and so accurately capture data. 
E. Will it be Explanatory Research or Exploratory Research?
[bookmark: _Hlk114252366]Explanatory research is where current theories are tested, and Exploratory research is where new theories will be formed. Explanatory studies focus on why something has happened and to predict future occurrences, whereas exploratory studies tend to be qualitative and create theories but do not test them (Sue and Ritter, 2012, p.2). The aim of this dissertation will not be to test a current theory, but to explore and gain greater insight into the issues surrounding Taser, potentially identifying new theories, so will adopt an exploratory approach.
3.3: Data Collection and Analysis
[bookmark: _Hlk114155627]The approach of data collection will often depend on the type of data the researcher wishes to obtain (Denscombe, 2009, p.104). 
The concept of validity and reliability derives from quantitative data gathering and now also adopted into qualitative research (Denscombe, 2009, p.106). Validity refers to the quality of the data, it must be relevant to the topic, sufficient and accurate. Reliability relates to the reliability of the method used to collect the data, having to be consistent and credible. The collection of numerical data is easily tested and replicated, in contrast to qualitative data which is subject to human interpretation (Anderson, 2010).
The online survey tool which has been chosen for this project will collate closed question responses into percentages, which can then be displayed as a graph or pie charts. This will give an overall picture of trend. The free text responses will be collated by the Author and reviewed for themes or areas of note that will add clarity or expose areas that may not have been explored.
3.4: Limitations & Potential problems
Sample selection is likely to be the biggest limitation. Unlike planned interviews which guarantee a sample size, online surveys are reliant on recipients responding to the survey and sharing to increase the sample size. It will not be possible to follow up survey recipients to ensure participation due to its anonymity. To increase participation the survey will have questions that are clear and of a length that enables quick completion however, this may give a limited picture. It is hoped that the free-text boxes will enable participants to expand on answers and so increase the quality of the information gathered. The Google forms platform used allows responses to be monitored, so if response is poor after 1 week, the survey will be recirculated.
Alternatively, it may be shared so much that the sample size becomes considerable. Whilst the quantitative data gathered will easily be collated by the survey tool the pose free text data will need to be reviewed and analysed by the Author into themes, with given time constraints of the project a large amount of data may be difficult to analyse in that timeframe so resulting in a more superficial analysis. Arguably analysing such data is subject to the researchers’ personal bias and Dawson (2009, p.132) who suggests that one transcript analysed by two different people may give two entirely different results. Therefore, the Author will be mindful in their analysis of findings to ensure they remain objective and not reflect the Authors personal views. All the raw data gathered will be included in the appendices maintain transparency.
Like the ever-expanding puzzle earlier, this research may add a piece of the puzzle and expose areas that warrant exploring with a larger piece of work.
3.5: Summary of Chapter 
This chapter has considered and identified a specific area within the broader concept of interest to explore. The rationale for selecting the methodology has been discussed. The next chapter will analyse and present the data gathered during the collection period of the research project.










4. Chapter Four: Data Analysis and Findings
4.1: Introduction
The previous chapter of the dissertation discussed the methodology for the research project achieving objective two of the dissertation. This chapter will aim to achieve the third objective of this project which is: “To conduct primary research and examine all data gathered to understand both police officers’ and the publics’ understanding and perceptions in relation to Taser”. 
[bookmark: _Hlk110270881]To capture both views 2 separate surveys were conducted, one for serving police officers and the second for the public. The questions had similar themes to allow the data from the 2 viewpoints to be compared.
This chapter will now present and analyse all primary research gathered in both surveys.
To assist the reader the following appendices have been created and referenced in the body of work:
[bookmark: _Hlk115341619]Appendix B: Unanswered copy of public survey
Appendix C: Unanswered copy of officer survey
Appendix D: Graphs and figures of public survey
Appendix E: Graphs and figures of officer survey
Appendix F: Excel spreadsheet of data recorded from public survey 
Appendix G: Excel spreadsheet of data recorded from officer survey


4.2: Sample Demographics
The police officer survey was shared to policing groups where participants were asked only to share to other serving officers. There were 202 officer participants, of which 52% were Taser trained, and 90% of those currently carrying Taser.
The public survey was shared to friends and family who shared again through the social media platform Facebook. There were 66 participants. 63% had been at an incident attended by Police. The majority were female and over 50 years, likely due to the random nature of sharing and participation through social media.
4.3: Data Analysis 
Data analysis is the sifting, organising and interpretation of data collected so that it can be used to answer the research question. 
The analysis of the data within this chapter will assist the Author to answer the project question “Should all British Frontline Police Officers Carry Taser?”
4.4: Method for Analysis
The platform chosen to complete the surveys was Microsoft Forms as it enabled an unlimited number of multiple-choice questions with options to insert free text boxes, allowing the Author to gather both quantitative data and qualitative data in the free text to add clarity and depth to the quantitative findings. The platform automatically configured data gathered into graphs, charts and Excel spreadsheets making the process of analysis easier. There was an unexpected and overwhelming number of participants who took part in both surveys, this resulted in a large amount of data gathered than initially anticipated. After reviewing the text to gather a flavour of the responses, the text was copied into Word Art to identify common words which assisted the Author to identify themes. 
The data gathered will now be analysed under 4 themes.
4.5: Theme 1: Knowledge of Taser 
[image: Text
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Figure 1.0: Summary of Keywords used in the description of how Tasers work from the public survey. 
65 of the 66 public surveyed said they knew what a Taser was. 61% said they knew how it worked. This contrasted with the Police Officers view, with 90% of officers believing the public did not understand how a Taser worked and 88% believing the public did not understand when a taser would be deployed. It would appear on the surface the public have a good understanding of how Taser works (Figure 1.0). However, no-one mentioned the varied functions of the device such as the ability to Arc or admit red dots which raises the question ‘do they truly know how a Taser works?’ The legitimacy of some answers could be questioned, for example public participant No.21 provided a word for word definition provided by the Google Assistant which when asked “How does a Taser work?” via a smart device, provides the definition found on www.britannica.com. The literature review did not find any studies that included the publics understanding of Taser. The Author feels these findings add to the knowledge base and the raw data indicates the public only have a rudimentary understanding see Appendix F.  Further research into this finding and its effect on public confidence and cooperation with the police would add a piece of the ever- expanding puzzle, providing new information to create a solid evidence base to influence strategies and policy as Taser use increases.
[bookmark: _Hlk114559366]79% of officers believed the publics knowledge of Taser came from social media. However, the public survey showed social media was only 16% of the public’s source of knowledge. Television programmes were the main source of public knowledge accounting for 40%. However, the data did not determine the type of programmes and whether they were fictional or factual. 
4.6: Theme 2: Training 
85% of the public were aware that officers carrying Taser received additional training and 77% stated they would have more confidence knowing what level of training Taser officers received. 36% felt it should be issued in Police training school, while 25% felt during the probationary period and 39% at the end of the probationary period. The reasons the majority who felt after training school tend to be that they need experience, to demonstrate competence and observe and learn from other experienced officers. When officers were asked when a Taser should be issued 16% felt it should be in Police training school, 38% during the probationary period and 46% at the end of the probationary period. There is a lack of consensus by both parties, however notably less officers than public felt that this should be in Police training school. However, the public view of 39% and the police view of 46% that Taser should be issued at the end of the probationary period are most similar. Some officers refer to it as additional personal protective equipment, yet there are conflicting reviews such as needing it straight away due to the risk to officers at an incident to first needing to learn how to manage confrontation using de-escalation before issue.
87% of officers found taser training to be sufficient. The small number that did not, stated they would like more regular scenario-based refreshers with a variety of scenarios such as use of vehicles and built-up areas being factors. The 17% of officers that did not support Taser uplift felt strongly that a student officer must first learn how to use basic tactical communication skills first, building their ability to communicate before being trained in Taser.

[bookmark: _Hlk114559527]
4.7: Theme 3: Safety 
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[bookmark: _Hlk115338949]Figure 1.1 Summary of Keywords used                    Figure 1.2 Summary of Keywords used by Police Officers why Taser is necessary                by the Public why Taser is necessary
100% of the public felt the role of the police officer is dangerous with 87% supporting issuing Taser to all frontline officers. Similarly, 87% of officers supported the uplift in Taser in frontline officers. However, contrary to the public opinion only 59% of officers felt that the public supported the uplift in Taser officers, demonstrating a breakdown of communication that needs to be mended. 80% of officers felt having a Taser did not put them more at risk.  10% felt that having a Taser increased the likelihood of being dispatched to a higher risk incident involving weapons. One example includes a West-Mercia police officer who stated they were 1 of only 3 Taser officers in their division. Consequently, they were frequently dispatched to the most dangerous incidents, often involving knives, further stating that there is now a reliance on Taser which at times appears to be a replacement for more suited specialist firearms officers.
32% of the non-Taser equip officers stated they had been told at least once not to attend an incident until an officer carrying Taser had arrived. Supporting text identified 2 common themes regarding the nature of those incidents with 14 involving a knife and 10 involving a male assailant.
98% of officers believed it did not increase the risk to the public as it offered an alternative to using other PPE such as baton where there was more risk of causing injury. The consensus from officers was that Taser was an additional “tool” as a “deterrent”. 63% of officers stated just the presence at times had been enough to “defuse” would be aggressors. Figure 1.1 shows that after ‘risk’, ‘tool’ and ‘deterrent’ are the most prominent key words. Analysing the raw data ‘Risk’ was mentioned 50 times followed by ‘deterrent’ at 31 times and ‘tool’ at 20 times.
[bookmark: _Hlk114559560]71% of the public felt an increase in Taser officers would increase public safety, 16% felt there would be no change and 3% felt there would be a decrease. Mirroring the police officer view, the consensus was that Taser was a visible deterrent to criminality, see Figure 1.2 showing ‘Deterrent’ as the most prominent word. The 3% who felt it would decrease public safety consisted of two individuals with only one individual choosing to explain why. That individual said that ‘people who see officers with Taser may feel more threatened’.
4.8: Theme 4: Use of Force and Perception of Injury
73% of the public agreed that force is a requirement of the job. 1 participant answered no but did not answer why. 26% stated “maybe” and a theme was identified whereby they stated force needed to be an escalation starting with communication first. The majority agreed that when faced with a dangerous situation with no compliance then force would have to be used as a last resort.
45% of the public who had been at an incident where Police attended say the officer was carrying Taser. Of those 56% stated the device was not used, 11% stated it was drawn and 33% stated it had been fired. 7% of Taser trained officers stated they had never used the device. 38% had drawn the device, 32% had red dotted, 8% had arced the device and 16% had fired the device.
3% of officers who had used the device stated the subject was injured, equating to just 3 incidents. One was not due to Taser as the subject had cut themselves with knife, the second was facial injury due to a fall from the Taser shot, and the third was a retained barb which required hospital treatment. 41% of the public predicted likely secondary injuries such as cuts and bruising from falls, 23% the risk of cardiac arrhythmias, 18% burns from the probes and 3% stating possible death.
97% of officers reportedly recorded a Use of Force on every occasion and the majority said forms were easily accessible. The remaining 3% said due to the volume of paperwork, workload and call demand some would “slip through the net” 
Most officers perceived Baton as being the appointment which presented the most risk of injury with physical restraint a second. 5% of officers thought Taser was the appointment which presented more risk of injury. Similarly, 61% of the public identified Baton as most likely to cause injury, whilst 18% thought taser would give greatest injury.
4.9: Conclusion 
This chapter has presented the findings of the research project derived from the primary data collection in the form of 2 surveys. This chapter has a completed objective three of the dissertation by identifying 4 key themes surrounding the topic of whether all police officers should carry Tasers by analysing the responses of a random sample of Police Officers and the public.
The next and final chapter of the dissertation will conclude the research project. It will discuss the implications, and try to provide recommendations surrounding the issue of Tasers to officers as well as answer the question: Should all British Frontline Police officers carry Taser? 
[bookmark: _Hlk113905810]




5. Chapter Five: Findings and Conclusion 
5.1: Introduction
The previous chapters of the dissertation have navigated the reader through the research project starting with the introduction, followed by the literature review, then the research methodology with the last chapter analysing and presenting the primary data of the research gathered in the two targeted surveys.
The previous chapters have achieved 3 of the 4 set objectives and this chapter will now achieve the final objective:
‘To explore how public confidence can be maintained with a role out of Taser to all Frontline Police Officers’. 
Finally, this chapter will also conclude an answer to the research question: “Should all British Frontline Police officers carry Taser?” as well as identifying the limitations of this research project, potential future academic research, and a self-reflection from the Author. 
5.2: Main findings 
Both the literature review and this research project demonstrate an overwhelming support by police officers into issuing tasers to all frontline officers. The literature review had assumed public support for the issue of Tasers using the complaints and investigation data and confirmed by statistics from the NPCC (2019) indicating that 79% of the public want more officers to carry Tasers. Likewise, this was supported by the research project where the survey showed 87% of public supporting Taser issue to frontline officers. However, nearly half of officers surveyed in the research project thought the public would not support this and the majority thought that the public did not understand how a Taser worked and when it would be deployed. The survey responses demonstrated that there was a lack of communication between the public and the Police. Negative publicity from media are factors that may have influenced police officers’ perception of how they are perceived by the public.
Previous literature was not found in relation to identifying when a Taser should be issued to an officer or under what circumstances this would be made. This research project explored the police and publics thoughts on this. There was a lack of consensus for when a Taser should be issued from both groups, however there were similar views that police officers needed to develop good communication and de-escalation skills before issuing it. 
The literature review identified a strong link between disproportionate use of Taser against specific groups such as BAME, as evidenced in recent statistics from the Home Office (2021b).  It was not a specific area that was explored in this research project and the primary data analysed did not identify it as a theme raised by the public or the police. There clearly is a significant concern based on the literature review, however, not specific to Taser alone, and a limited project such as this could only provide the required depth and insight by exploring it as an independent topic. 
The research project findings supported the literature review in that Taser presented little risk of injury compared to other appointments. Most studies in the literature review indicated that Taser was a deterrent to further violence, and this was supported in both the police officer and public surveys, with recognition that the job was dangerous and violent crime and use of weapons was an influencing factor.
The literature review suggested that documenting use of force was not always completed or that information recorded was inaccurate or unreliable. An overwhelming number of officers in the research project said they documented every Use of Force and that the forms were easily accessed. The general theme for not recording was time constraints, increasing workloads and an increase in paperwork meaning some would “slip through the net”. Therefore, it is felt that looking at accuracy of information submitted and the impact of limited time constraints on this would benefit from further examination in the future. Body cam footage which is currently managed on a separate system needs to be easily linked to use of force forms, enabling officers to reference the footage which could improve the quality of information, increasing its reliability and ensuring additional confidence, and be a more credible source of data for further research and improvements in service. 
This project has demonstrated that the issue of Taser to all Frontline Officers is not a clearcut decision. There are many influencing factors and falls under a bigger umbrella of use of force in general by Police Officers. There is a clear need for additional protection and as a deterrent to violent crime. Policing is and always will be by the consent of the public. As Taser use is increased there must be ongoing monitoring and research into the influencing factors both environmentally and individual factors such as officer, suspect and public perception. The shift in violent crime means that Policing will have to employ additional PPE to ensure delivery of safe Policing and there is a corresponding responsibility to do that with the co-operation, confidence, and consent of the public. 
Taking the conclusions drawn from the literature review and the primary research the Author feels that in answer to their original question ‘Should all British Frontline Police Officers carry Taser?’ that the answer is ‘yes’.
5.3: Limitations
There were several limitations which came apparent over the course of the research project.
The biggest limitation and one which impacted the research project the most was the size of the project itself! Having to work within a tight-time frame with a limited word count meant at times it was difficult to fully analyse and present the findings that much of the raw data in the free text provided.
The public sample was not truly representative of society as predominantly female over 50 years of age. This was due to the sharing and participation using social media platforms. 
A limitation which was not anticipated prior the research project was the legitimacy of some of the answers in the surveys. This became apparent when analysing answers provided within the public survey which were found to be word for word definitions of those found online questioning whether the public really understood about Tasers. 
On reflection the Author felt that these limitations could have been avoided through conducting targeted interviews and ensuring sample group demographics were representative of society. Additionally, direct interviews would provide more depth to the data and reduce bias by exploring knowledge and views without a party having access to online information sources to base their answers on. However, it is still felt that this project selected the right methodology as it has set the first step to exploring the bigger picture and enabled areas of further interest to be identified for future research.
5.4: Future Research
The Author feels that areas of future research should include:
1. Exploration of officers and suspects perspectives involved in incidents using Taser. This will help to identify explore officers’ decision-making processes and the effect that those decisions have had on the suspect.
2. To explore the factors around the timeframes of training and issuing to officers.
3. As technology changes and Tasers are updated with new capabilities that research into its usage and effects is quickly identified to build an early evidence base.
5.5: Recommendations
The following recommendations are based on the information obtained whilst conducting the research project: 
· All frontline officers attending calls either need to carry Taser or always have a Taser trained partner.
· Emphasis and support for officers to develop de-escalation skills using education, reflective practise and hand-on support and guidance such as mentorship and coaching.
· Promote an educational campaign using media such as television and social networking channels to educate the public on what a Taser is and how it is used.
· Neighbourhood policing teams and networks to ensure constructive communication channels are established and maintained to gather feedback and concerns, and to provide further opportunities to ensure the public are as informed as possible. To ensure channels to feedback their views to Frontline Police officers. 
5.6: Achievement of Objectives
1) To critically research and analyse academic literature, government reports and public body publications to best understand how Taser has impacted policing since its introduction in 2003.
Within Chapter 2 an analysis of current literature was carried out, highlighting gaps in the research, such as the lack of UK based research, and identifying themes for exploration, successfully achieving this objective.
2) To identify the most current and relevant research to appropriately complete the research project on the controversial topic of Taser.
Within Chapter 2 gaps in the research were identified. Chapter 3 identified the most appropriate research methodology to obtain the required data. Two surveys, one targeted at police officers and one targeted at the public were undertaken. They gathered both qualitative and quantitative data within the allotted time constraints.
3) To conduct primary research and examine all data gathered to understand the police officers and public’s understanding and perceptions in relation to Taser.
Chapter 3 presented and then analysed data gathered during the surveys, achieving this objective.
4) To explore how public confidence can be maintained with a role out of Taser to all Frontline Police Officers.
This final chapter has provided the Authors answer to the research question and has achieved the final objective.
5.7: Conclusion 
This dissertation has achieved the research aims and objectives. It has answered the question ‘Should all British Frontline Police officers carry Taser? ‘And explored in depth the complex influencing factors affecting the officers and publics’ perception of its use in todays’ policing.
The aim throughout the project has been to identify whether there is public support and police officer support for Taser use, the reasons why and how public confidence and support can be maintained. Chapter one discussed the background of the topic and the rationale for the topic choice. Chapter two examined the most relevant, available literature surrounding this issue. Chapter three determined the most appropriate research methodology. Finally, chapter four analysed and presented the primary data gathered in the research element of the dissertation. 
To conclude it is necessary to remind the reader that Policing is not without risk to personal safety in their protection of the Public in fighting crime. The threat is real and immediate, with an increase in the types of violence seen. The public trust the police with this task and to this end there is a need for PPE. Taser is one essential tool for protection. This remains a controversial and complex issue and with the human side of Policing always will be. Therefore, ongoing research on which laws and policies governing its use are informed are essential to maintaining the publics’ confidence that although Taser may be carried by an Officer it will always only be used when necessary. 
5.8: Self reflection  
As stated previously the Author is a serving police officer who carries Taser and has a long-term professional goal of joining the firearms unit. 
When choosing a subject area for their dissertation, Taser presented a subject which was both controversial and ethically thought-provoking. It also presented an opportunity to broaden their own knowledge in a subject relevant to their current role.
Prior to conducting the dissertation, the Author believed Taser was an essential part of PPE which should be compulsory issue to all Frontline Police Officers. It was felt this could be achieved by providing Taser training to student officers while in initial police training alongside other pieces of PPE like baton, handcuffs, and pepper spray. 
After extensive reading, considerable analysis, the undertaking of their own research project and profound thought the Author now recognises the complexities surrounding this concept.
The Author now feels that although, as argued in chapter one, that all officers should have the decision-making skills to undertake Taser training that there is a need to first develop basic tactical communication and skills and de-escalation techniques when dealing with conflict, a view shared by many who participated in the surveys.
The research project has investigated areas which till now had never been explored and answered questions which previously had been presumed. 
The dissertation has been challenging throughout but rewarding none the less! The Author has achieved their own personal goal of increasing their knowledge in Taser and answered their dissertation question. However, it has also increased the Authors appetite for knowledge as it has proved to be but a piece of that ever-expanding puzzle whereby one area of research has exposed further areas to explore.
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Literature Resource Matrix Table

		Author & Year

		Type of Information

		Key Findings and Conclusions

		Strengths 

		Weaknesses 



		Angelis & Wolf (2013)

		Qualitative study into officers perceptions of public concern over CED

		Officers feel outside agencies push political agenda causing friction between officers and public



Officers have over-dependence on CED



Officers have no safety concerns using CED

		A lot of rich data

		American



Small sample group may not be representative



		Ariel et al (2018)





		Randomised controlled trial

Testing mass deployment of Tasers to officers

		Statistically significant increase in use of force (nearly 50% increase) in TASER equipped officers / increased force with non-TASER officers/ rubbing off/ patrol in pairs/ overall increase in use of force



TASERs do not lead to sustained injuries to suspects



Significant doubling of assaults on police officers with Tasers



No difference in complaints between the 2 groups.





		UK study



Representative of frontline (75%)



Large sample size



Despite only over 1 week/ high volume of calls/ increased opportunity to show statistics as valid





		Only conducted in City of London/ classic jobs + counter terrorism + public order as city centre events so jobs and incidents not reflective of some other areas of the country



Only conducted over a seven-day period



Does not say time of year/ pre covid



 



		Bolger (2015)

		Statistical analysis of police officer use of force decision making

		Disproportionate use of force against minority groups, males and those of lower classes.

		Full search of all databases and clear exclusion criteria for studies included

		Assumed results based on smaller studies may not be representative of the true picture



		Busby (2020)

		News article

		Human rights groups leave Taser advisory group

		Guardian/ reliable source

		None



		College of Policing (2022b)

		Authorised Professional Practice

		Comprehensive Taser guide

		Evidence based

		None



		Crow and Adrion (2011) 



		Analysis of force data/ 5.5 years 2004-2010 (144 officers 84% male/ 78.5% white)

Officers complete force forms and fed into database electronic/ combined with data from personnel department to gather officers information per case and case files examined for missing information. Results=610 incidents. Excluded incidents involving animals and missing key data narrowed to 461 cases



		Suggests important to understand how and why used/ recognise inadequate information used to create policies/ particularly as police in unique position and able to use force/ divided opinion for/against

Recognises lack of reliable statistics/ literature into police use of force figures.

TASER was used in just over 50% of cases

Non white male more likely to be tasered

Older/ female officers more likely to use

		Good time period

		American



		Duncan Shipley Dalton (2020)

		Discussion article

		Uses a UK and American case study (The UK study coroner raises concerns re information & training)

		Argues that although violence face by officers increasing, lead to reliance on less-lethal weapons disproportionate without using other de-escalation methods first. Tasers are the equivalent of arming police, as such training should be that standard

Criticizes home office for failing to research evidence

		Subject to authors own bias



		D’Orsi (2021)

		Police chief blog

		IOPC vague and insubstantial

		Respected opinion/ Good standing

		Personal view



		Drummond-Smith (2020)

		Working group on taser analysis

		Low complaints from public on Taser use/ no misconduct

Situations are unique/ action based on risk and threat

Taser is a deterrent with lower risk of officer injury compared to using other tactics

		Good evidence base 

		None



		Dymond (2014)



		Journal article on use of force in UK and use of Taser on current academic research

		Lack of academic research

Use of force forms need improving to truly analyse the data/ particularly injury/ hospitalisation



		Comprehensive review



		None





 







		Dymond (2019)

		Data collection from use of force records reported by officers across England & Wales between Jan 07 – Jan 15



 



		Use of Taser broken down into variables :

Ethnicity

Gender

Disability

Mental health

Drug & Alcohol consumption

Resistance and behaviour, which was broken down again into “weapon, general struggle/ unarmed aggressive”



Taser fired in 1% of recorded use of force incidents with open-hand techniques accounting for 70% of use of force



In ½ of incidents where Taser was fired another technique was used.



Significant links between Taser and mental health, 44% of Taser discharges involved a person with mental health



Only 3% of Taser discharges were against women



Found no association between taser firing and ethnicity



77% of discharged incidents, officers stated it was necessary to protect self and others compared to 46% of cases involving other uses of force



Found UK based use of Taser was based on weapons and mental health compares to American research which was linked to levels of resistance 



Most research American



		Strong paper of UK based research



Information gathered over a long period of time “07-15



23556 incidents







		Data was collected by an anonymous police agency of one force so doesn’t truly represent all forces UK wide













		Dymond (2020)

		Case study of Taser and police use of force

		Ethnicity had no link.

Male gender had link.

Significant link between mental health and Taser.

		UK based figures

		Only analysed 1 force



		Dymond & Rappert (2014)





		Review of science and research into Taser use over its history

		Lack of peer reviewed, non-robust incomplete evidence is used in Taser debate, resulting in False picture, affecting public safety and incorporated into officer training

Insufficient information/ lack of use of force forms

		Extensive reference list/ many sources of information

		Subject to authors interpretation and opinions



		Hallet et al (2020)

		Literature review of 31 studies into taser use and subjects with mental distress

		Significant gaps in literature



Use of Tasers in people with mental health crisis is common and occurs in a variety of environments

		Good mix of quantitative and qualitative reviews used

		Subject to authors interpretation and opinions



		Home Office (2020)

		Official statistics/ government publication

		492,000 use of force incidents recorded



78% of use of force were restraint



68% of use of force was for officer protection



Most common impact factor was the person being under the influence of alcohol 



Most common characteristics of people involved:

69% were white

83% were male

54% were between 18 and 34 years of age 

81% of people did not have a physical or mental health condition



		Reliable source

		Statistics rely on reliability of reported data



		Home Office (2021)

		Official statistics/ government publication

		562,280 use of force incidents recorded



80% of use of force were restraint



70% of use of force was for officer protection



Most common impact factor was the person being under the influence of alcohol 



Most common characteristics of people involved:

70% were white

82% were male

54% were between 18 and 34 years of age 

81% of people did not have a physical or mental health condition 



		Reliable source

		Statistics rely on reliability of reported data 



		IOPC (2021)





		Investigatory Report 











		Commissioned after numerous incidents involving black males and people suffering from mental health.

Review of 101 cases investigated between 2015-2020



17 recommendations aimed at improving training, especially around communication and de-escalation



Taser incidents doubled from 17k incidents between 2017-18 to 32k in 2019-20 Majority of incidents the taser was not discharged



Black people more likely to be subjected to Taser 



The average age was 35years with 6 being under 18 years

26 cases ended up being referred to CPS 



90% of Taser incidents involve males 



Those 16 cases linked to deaths only 4 have been found in inquests to be a contribution to the persons death but this went in hand with other factors not just Taser alone





Taser accounted for 7% of all use of forces records between 2018-2019



½ cases were linked to drugs and alcohol



90 of the 108 people subjected to Taser were recorded by the officers as being, aggressive, violent and resistant





		UK based data from the IOPC therefore a reliable source 













 

		UK based data from the IOPC therefore a reliable source 

Not “fully representative” due to the IOPC only dealing with incidents of controversy therefore may be slightly unbalanced?





		Kroll et al (2019)

		Literature review on benefits, risks and myths of Taser use.

		Unique force option which provides accurate recording of force e.g. velocity



Use as deterrent



Subject injury rates lower using Taser



Injuries include probe penetration and falls



Electrocution is a myth

		Covers key areas

		Partially funded by Axon ?vested biased interest



		MacDonald et al (2009)



		Data analysis of 24380 cases across 12 police departments that documented injuries to officers and civilians. 









		Injuries to officers and civilians were lower when police used CEDs.



Adoption of CEDS during the timeframe of the review saw decrease of injury by 25%



More risk of injury when officers use alternative appointments to CEDs, such as baton or physical restraint



CEDs increase risk of secondly head injuries from the falls. CEDS appear safe on healthy individuals but deaths from CED appear to have come from positional asphyxia, underline health conditions and drug related factors



A review of medical records over 2 years found 1% people sustained moderate injuries and 0.1% severe



87% suspects were male of approximately 30 years with 31% being white



CEDs and Pepper spray reduced injuries to suspects by 69%

		Wide time frame (9 years)









		American 



No standard way of recording injuries, each department had own way of recording injuries. Some departments not recording per individual, instead per incident. 



Does not review what type of incidents, e.g. mental health or crime 

















		Mechelen (2017)

		Research and policy support report between 216 and 2017 

		84% of officers stated Taser should be issued to more frontline officers, this an increase from the 74% in 2014



Officers based in inner city’s were more supportive of Taser being issued compared to those more rural 



Younger officers under 25 years of age were more supportive of front-line officers being issued with taser = 93% compared to those over 55 = 73%



89 % of Officers with less than 5 years supported Taser issuing compared to 81% of those on 15 year +



25% of the officers survey stated they were trained in taser. 89% of them still carrying at that time of doing the survey



66% of the officers carrying taser in the survey stated they have used it with 65% saying to was to avoid danger to themselves 



96% of the officers carrying taser stated it was beneficial to their job









		British



Sent out to all federated officers in Dec 2016, except Merseyside Police due to completing a survey the month prior to this



Wide range of officers took part for varied roles and ranks, majority being constables at 81% 





They had a response of 6,220 officers which represented 5% of officers



 







		Not very diverse: predominately white male officers took part













		NPCC (2018)

		Use of force monitoring form

		Guidance on use of force form

		

		



		Police Federation (2021)

		News bulletin

		IOPC report flawed

		

		



		Quinton et al (2020)





		Analysis of police data between,

2017 – 2018 of 46,661 use of force records of 16 forces per incident



		46,661 recorded incidents only 11,176 of those incidents involved officers carrying CEDs



74% Taser was not used, 22% drawn but not discharged and 3% discharged 



Factors which increased the likehood of force being used was – 

· Sex = male

· Length of service - 5+ years

· Single crewed

· Faced with Mental health 

· Faced with active resistance subject



Factors linked to use of CEDs – 

· Sex = Male 

· Location = dwelling 

· Impact factors = Mental health, Active resistance and Self defence 



In 5% of the reported use of force incidents involved officers being assaulted. Common themes for assault were,

· By Black males

· When single crewed



Only 1% of individuals subjected to force were hospitalised



Found evidence that Taser acts as a deterrent and drawing it reduced the likely hood of an officer being assaulted 







		Reliable UK based data from College of Policing 



		





		Royal College of Emergency Medicine (2021)

		Best practice guidelines for emergency department staff managing patients subjected to Taser

		Significant injury or harm unlikely as a direct result

Injury more likely to be secondary 

		Based on clinical evidence

		Relies on accurately reported data



		Sousa, et al (2010)





		Findings from 3 randomised scenario-based training experiments of 64 officers studying impact of Taser on police officers with faced with different levels of resistance. 



Group was split into 2 with one half armed with Taser and the other not, all had the same scenarios















		Persons being non-aggressive resistance had no effect on how the officer dealt with the subject by both groups even when armed with a weapon 



When faced with aggressive resistance officer carrying Taser opted for Taser over baton and spray. 

When armed with Taser the officers were more likely to use a Taser over a firearm which went against their force policy when faced with a potentially lethal situation 











		Groups were even and fair (rank, sex,age and experience and other attributes such as height)





All the behaviours can be found in UK subjects





		American



Data 12 years old



Training scenario not real life











		Taylor & Woods (2010)





		Comparison of 4 years of data from seven law enforcement agencies with CED deployment with six matched law enforcement agencies without CED deployment.

		Lower rates of officer injuries, suspect severe injuries, and officers and suspects receiving injuries requiring medical attention in CED sites. 

















		Data collection had set standards e.g. Use of force and level of injury 

		American



No guarantee similar groups compared, and no consideration of how different agencies worked



		Terrill, W. and Paoline, E. (2017)

		Study on effect of policy on use of force

		Taser use greater on male, non-white



A less restrictive policy on Taser use increases its use

		Selection of forces that collate use of force data providing wealth of information

		No standardised policy in recording use of force



		Williams (2020)

		Coroners ruling

		Lack of reliable evidence base leads to inadequate training

		Official source

		



		Womack et al (2016)





		American study which analysed officer injury panel data from the City of Dallas (Texas) and compared it against its,

2005 modification to the Dallas Police Department’s TASER policy





		They found several papers stating Taser was not appropriate for law enforcement with no study saying Taser is a piece of equipment suited for all policing incidents



A modest increase in the monthly rate of police officer injuries following the restricting policy 



Overall they found Taser to be “safe, effective and necessary to Police arsenal” 





		Data was analysed over 14 months, 7 months prior and 7 months post policy change. In all this captured 348 incidents 





		Although this is a recent article the information analysed is old (2005)





		Yesberg et al (2021)

		Qualitative study in UK

		No main effect of suspect race on publics acceptance of use of force. Opens debate on acceptance of use of force even when that is disproportionate.

		UK based

		Limited to London. Ethnicity may not be generally representative.

Online platform used to recruit reimbursed participants with compensation (may bias sample)
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2. How old are you?

@ Below18
Q@ 18-24
25-35

o
@ 36-49
o

50 +

3. Where do you reside?

@ Wwales
. England

Scotland

Other

O
. Northen Ireland
O

4. Do you know what a Taser is?

. Yes
. No





o





9. Would you agree that the role of a Police officer requires them to use physical force?

. Yes
@ No
@ Maybe

10. Please explain why?

11.

Please put in order what you believe is most likely to cause injury, with the top of the list
being the most likely and the bottom being least likely?

Baton
Pepper spray
Taser

Physical restraint





12. Which officers are equipped with Taser? (Select all that apply)

B Response Officers
B Traffic Officers
. Police Community Support Officers

B Firearms Officers

13. What do you think the likelihood is of injury when Tasered?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not at all likely Extremely likely

14. When an individual has been subjected to a Taser discharge what is the level of injury

sustained?
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No injury Fatal

15. What injuries would you expect when subjected to a Taser discharge?






16. Are you aware officers who carry Taser receive additional training?

. Yes
@ No

17. Would you have more confidence knowing the level of training a Taser officer
undertakes?

. Yes
@ No

18. When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser?

. Inital Police training school
. During their initial two year probationary period

. On completion of their probationary period

19. Please comment why you feel this?






20. How confident are you that Police use Taser appropriately?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No confidence Extremely confident

21. Have you ever been at an incident where Police have attended?

. Yes
@ No

22. Were the officer/officers carrying Taser?

. Yes
. No

. Cant remember

23. Was the Taser,

@ Notused





24. Do you think an increase in Taser officers increases or decreases public saftey?

O Increase
@ Nochange

O Decrease

25. Please explain why?

26. Would you be supportive of all frontline Police Officers carrying Taser?

O Yes
@ No

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

i Microsoft Forms
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2. Which force are you currently serving with?

3. What's your gender?

O Prefer not to say

O Other

4. How old are you?

@ 18-25
@ 26-35
@ 36-49





5. What is your length of service?
. 0-2years
@ 2-5years
. 5 -8 years

. 8 years +

6. What department are you currently working in?

@ Neighbourhood
. Response
Training
Firearms

CID

PPU

PSU

Traffic

Other











11. Was the individual injured?

O Yes
@ No

12. Briefly describe the level of injuries?

13. Have you ever had to wait before booking off at an incident due to having to wait for an
officer carrying Taser?

O Yes
O No

14. Briefly describe what type of incident?

15. When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser?

@ Inital Police training school
O During their two year probationary period

O On completion of their probation





16. Do you feel carrying Taser puts you at more risk?

O Yes
O No

17. Please explain why?

18. Do you feel carrying Taser puts the public at more risk?

O Yes
@ No

19. Please explain why?

20. Do you feel Taser training is sufficient?

O Yes
O No





21. Please explain why not?

22. Do you complete a Use of Force Form on every use of force?

@ VYes
O No

23. Please explain why?

24. Are Use of Force Forms easily accessible?

O Yes
O No





25. Please put in order what you believe is most likely to cause injury, with the top being the
most likey and the bottom being least likely?

Spray
Taser
Baton

Physical restraint

26. Where do you think the public get thier knowledge of Taser?

. Social media
@ Television
@ News

@ Policing websites
O

Other

27. Do you think the public know how a Taser works?

. Yes
. No





28. Do you think the public understand when a Taser might be deployed?

O Yes
@ No

29. Do you think the public would support the issuing of Taser to all frontline officers?

O Yes
O No

30. Please explain why?

31. Do you support the issuing of Taser to all frontline officers?

O Yes
O No

32. Please explain why?






This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

i Microsoft Forms
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Public Perception of Taser (2)

66 13:23

Responses Average Time

Active
Status

1. What's your gender?

. Male 16
Female 50
®
Other 0
®
2. How old are you?
@ Beow s 0
@ -2 2
@ >5-35 8
@ 36-4 14
@ o0 42











5. Would you be confident to say how a Taser works?

. Yes
. No

40

26

6. Please explain how?

39

Responses

Latest Responses











Latest Responses











13. What do you think the likelihood is of injury when Tasered?

Promoters 6
Passives 15
Detractors 44
0
-100 +100
NPS®

14. When an individual has been subjected to a Taser discharge what is the level of injury
sustained?

Promoters 1
Passives 12
Detractors 52
0
-78
-100 +100

NPS®






Latest Responses






18. When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser?

. Inital Police training school 24
. During their initial two year pro... 16

. On completion of their probatio... 26

19. Please comment why you feel this?

50

Responses

Latest Responses






20. How confident are you that Police use Taser appropriately?

Promoters 19
Passives 22
Detractors 24
0
N
-100 |+'I 00
NPS®

21. Have you ever been at an incident where Police have attended?

. Yes 40
@® o 23











Latest Responses
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202 08:58 Active

Responses Average Time Status

Latest Responses






3. What's your gender?

Male 127
Female 71
Prefer not to say 1
Other 1

4. How old are you?

18 - 25 48
26 - 35 107
36 - 49 39
50 + 7











6. What department are you currently working in?

. Neighbourhood 11
. Response 142
. Training 5
. Firearms 6
@® co 13
@ rru 0
@ rsu 2
. Traffic 2
@ other 12

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

o N — e — 1

7. Are you a Taser trained officer

. Yes 105
® o 96











11. Was the individual injured?

Q® - 3
@® o 101

12. Briefly describe the level of injuries?

3

Responses

Latest Responses

13. Have you ever had to wait before booking off at an incident due to having to wait for an
officer carrying Taser?

. Yes 31
@® o 65






14. Briefly describe what type of incident?

42

Responses

Latest Responses

15. When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser?

. Inital Police training school 32
. During their two year probation... 76

. On completion of their probation 92

16. Do you feel carrying Taser puts you at more risk?

. Yes 40
® o 160






17. Please explain why?

160

Responses

Latest Responses

18. Do you feel carrying Taser puts the public at more risk?

. Yes 3
® o 196

19. Please explain why?

151

Responses

Latest Responses






Latest Responses






Latest Responses











27. Do you think the public know how a Taser works?

Q® - 19
@® o 171

28. Do you think the public understand when a Taser might be deployed?

® - 23
® v 167






Latest Responses






32. Please explain why?

150

Responses
Latest Responses
“Officers should feel as safe as they can at work. If an officer wants a taser, as long as they pass their training for ...
"Keep us safe, all officers can attend all jobs, don't have to wait for back up”

"Not everyone needs or wants one. Would need forced to update their understanding of eyesight and treat cont...
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Appendix%20F.xlsx
Sheet1

		ID		Start time		Completion time		Email		Name		What's your gender? 		How old are you?		Where do you reside?		Do you know what a Taser is?		Would you be confident to say how a Taser works?		Please explain how?		Where has your knowledge of Taser come from?		Would you say the role of a Police officer is dangerous?		Would you agree that the role of a Police officer requires them to use physical force?		Please explain why?		
Please put in order what you believe is most likely to cause injury, with the top of the list being the most likely and the bottom being least likely?
		Which officers are equipped with Taser? (Select all that apply)
		What do you think the likelihood is of injury when Tasered?		When an individual has been subjected to a Taser discharge what is the level of injury sustained? 
		What injuries would you expect when subjected to a Taser discharge?		Are you aware officers who carry Taser receive additional training?
		Would you have more confidence knowing the level of training a Taser officer undertakes?
		When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser?
		Please comment why you feel this? 		How confident are you that Police use Taser appropriately?
		Have you ever been at an incident where Police have attended?
		Were the officer/officers carrying Taser?
		Was the Taser,		Do you think an increase in Taser officers increases or decreases public saftey? 		Please explain why?2		Would you be supportive of all frontline Police Officers carrying Taser?


		1		6/27/22 19:12:25		6/27/22 19:17:02		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Social Media 		Yes		Yes		Criminals are violent, with more knife crime		Taser;Pepper spray;Baton;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;		5		7		Heart electrocution 		No		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		They need experience		7		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		Because there are more youths who carry knives and I want to be safer		Yes

		2		6/27/22 19:27:59		6/27/22 19:34:04		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electric shock		Television programmes ;News outlets;		Yes		Yes		Criminals  resisting arrest 		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		3		3		From falling		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Part of 5hier training		9		Yes		No				Increase		As a deterant		Yes

		3		6/27/22 19:40:47		6/27/22 19:54:14		anonymous				Male		25 - 35		England		Yes 		Yes		It a non lethal use of force that sends out an electrical current 		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		You never know what’s out round the corner and with knife crime and physical crime this puts all officers in harms way		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;Firearms Officers ;		4		4		Shock 		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		A taser could save an officers life and a life threatening incident could happen at anytime not just when an officer has passed their probation. 		10		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		Might decrease when a criminal might think about a serious crime and could stop the incident quickly. 		Yes

		4		6/27/22 19:50:10		6/27/22 19:54:45		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Delivers a voltage shock through a charge into a person when it is deployed by an officer to incapacitate someone.		Television programmes ;Social Media ;News outlets;		Yes		Yes		They need to be able to defend themselves from people that want to do them harm.They need to also protect others from harm and sometimes this is only possible through using physical force.		Pepper spray;Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Firearms Officers ;		5		3		Injury from falling after the shock, possible injury where the barb enters 		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		They need to learn how to use it properly in order to protect themselves and the public.		10		Yes		Yes		Drawn		Increase		More deterrent 		Yes

		5		6/27/22 19:47:33		6/27/22 19:55:10		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		Yes		It shoots probs into a subject and has an electric charge (can't remember what voltage), which incapacitates the subject it's fired at		Television programmes ;Social Media ;News outlets;		Yes		Yes		Depending on the threat, you may have to use physical force to disarm someone		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;		3		3		Injuries sustained  through landing on the floor		No		No		Inital Police training school		So they have the respect to know what it can do and not discharge it for a laugh		7		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		I think people would behave better if there was a none lethal threat used. I doubt it's fun being tasered		Yes

		6		6/27/22 19:54:23		6/27/22 19:56:31		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				L;		Yes		Yes		Not everyone listens		Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Firearms Officers ;		7		7				Yes		No		During their initial two year probationary period				8		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 				Yes

		7		6/27/22 19:50:30		6/27/22 19:57:50		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		No				News outlets;		Yes		Yes		People who break the law are getting more and more brazen. They don’t care about courts or sentencing etc. the police have too many restrictions on them now which makes their job harder. Police don’t get the respect they deserve. 		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;						I’m sorry I really don’t know		Yes		No		On completion of their probationary period 		Well I don’t know a lot about tasers but I’m suspecting they need special training for and more suitable for a qualified officer. 		8		No										Yes

		8		6/27/22 19:51:53		6/27/22 19:58:49		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To protect themselves, to restrain criminals		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;		6		4		Injury from falling, burn from contact		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		So that their character and capabilities are known		8		No						Increase		It must be something of a deterrent 		Yes

		9		6/27/22 19:54:49		6/27/22 20:01:40		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49				Yes 		Yes		Delivers an electric shock rendering you immobile 				Yes		Yes		To detain criminals 		Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;Taser;		Response Officers ;		1		1		May injure when falls to the ground		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		Need to be prepared when they complete training to start going out on the streets		10		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		Would put people off offending and bring violent 		Yes

		10		6/27/22 19:56:00		6/27/22 20:04:32		anonymous				Male		25 - 35		England		Yes 		Yes		Safely incapacitates target, non lethal 				Yes		Yes		Angry/ aggressive/ combative persons don’t tend to listen to commands 		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		6		3		Burns, small prong stab marks 		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		Why delay the training, all essential training like taser should be covered in the first Period of training. 		9		Yes		Yes		Not used		No change 		Crime will still be committed regardless 		Yes

		11		6/27/22 19:57:27		6/27/22 20:05:21		anonymous				Male		50 +		England		Yes 		Yes		Two wires are shot out of a device, which then hit the target and pierce the skin, providing a circuit for the voltage to flow into the target				Yes		Yes		Police officers have to in the line of there duty to restrain members of the public 		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;Response Officers ;		5		5		Shock and disoriented for a while after		Yes		No		On completion of their probationary period 		The office needs to be fully competent on there duties before being able to use a taser 		8		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		The use of weapons by members of the public is on the increase, police officers need to be able to meet the threat		Yes

		12		6/27/22 19:54:42		6/27/22 20:08:44		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Two darts are fired into target then bursts of electricity are fired into them via attached wires 		Personal experience ;		Yes		Maybe		In some circumstances .. eg violence " reasonable" force may be required to prevent injury to themselves or others nt criminals .imes ..force		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		8		3		Grazes,contusions, bruises .. if extremely unlucky .. possibly minor fractures from falling/collapsing/spasming		Yes				On completion of their probationary period 		They are potentially an offensive weapon .. probation is a period to check suitability to job .. that should also include authority to carry and use 		6		Yes		Yes		Fired		Increase		Whilst tapsering is force... if used responsibly ... can be used to prevent violence or criminal  activities in a "comparitivly" safe manner ..with no or very little risk of long lasting  I jury to anyone 		Yes

		13		6/27/22 20:04:56		6/27/22 20:09:11		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		It fires and shocks who ever it hits		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		Because the world we live in is just horrible		Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;Taser;		Response Officers ;		4		3		Slight burn may be		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		So they have experience and knowledge 		6		No						Increase		May be criminals will think about there actions		Yes

		14		6/27/22 20:06:39		6/27/22 20:11:09		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electric volts shocks into your body 		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		Whether its right or wrong some do use force 		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		6		6				Yes		No		On completion of their probationary period 				5		No						No change 				No

		15		6/27/22 20:11:13		6/27/22 20:13:43		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes				Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;		4		4				Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period				10		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase				Yes

		16		6/27/22 20:07:57		6/27/22 20:14:06		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		Yes		Targeted electric shick		Television programmes ;Social Media ;		Yes		Yes		Sometimes they need to restrain people for the safety of themselves or others		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		8		5		Fall injuries		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		So they can witness more experienced officers first		5		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 		Don't think people would know if it would be a tasered officer turning up 		Yes

		17		6/27/22 20:17:51		6/27/22 20:24:17		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				News outlets;Television programmes ;Social Media ;Policing websites;		Yes		Yes		If someone is threatening you or attacking you you should be able to protect your self		Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;		10		8		Burns ,bruises and in minority case death		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		Because they have a lot of other this to concentrate on 		6		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		People are more wary of cause any kind of offence if they see tasers		Yes

		18		6/27/22 19:47:06		6/27/22 20:24:28		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		A taser is gun like that spring electric two pins in the offender that gives a shock 		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		Same people need physical force to control them 		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;Response Officers ;		6		2		Cuts and bruises from falling over		No		Yes		Inital Police training school				5		Yes		Yes		Fired		No change 				Yes

		19		6/27/22 20:16:17		6/27/22 20:24:32		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		England		Yes 		Yes		A long wire with hooks on the end is discharged from the taser gun. The hooks make contact and fix on to the intended target. The gun then discharges electricity at a level intended to disable the target without causing permanent injury.		News outlets;Television programmes ;		Yes		Maybe		I think that communication and verbal de-escalation are always better and more preferable to using physical force when managing challenging behaviour.		Physical restraint ;Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		7		5		More likely to be trauma caused by falling and hitting hard objects following the delivery of the electric charge.		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		I feel that takers training should be a supplementary skill that is assessed using competencies while on the job.		6		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 		It is just one of many skills and tools that officers can deploy to defuse situations.		No

		20		6/27/22 20:20:36		6/27/22 20:25:28		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electric shock paralyses someone		Social Media ;News outlets;		Yes		Yes		To arrest someone who is trying to escape		Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		4		7		Heart problems 		No		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Because they are on probation and being supervised		8		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		There are more violent crimes. Youths more likely to carry drugs and knives.		Yes

		21		6/27/22 20:11:43		6/27/22 20:26:17		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		 Taser fires two small darts, connected to the device with thin wires, up to a distance of approximately 11 metres (35 feet). The darts can penetrate clothing and, once they make contact with the target, deliver the electric shock, which disrupts the target's nervous system, resulting in temporary incapacitation. 		Television programmes ;Policing websites;		Yes		Yes		Because they are always under attack from idiots who are mostly on drugs . Police need more protection and the right to retaliate 		Physical restraint ;Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;		6		6		Fracture burns seizures death 		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		They have completed all training and proved themselves competent 		5		No						No change 		Police need stronger deterants 		Yes

		22		6/27/22 20:25:53		6/27/22 20:28:58		anonymous				Male		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		No				News outlets;		Yes		Yes				Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;Baton;		Response Officers ;		4		5		Bruise		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		Never know when you may get into a situation where it is required 		9		Yes		No				Increase		Has a definate end to the incident 		Yes

		23		6/27/22 20:17:13		6/27/22 20:34:38		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Taser is a stun gun weapon, it delivers an electric shock via two darts that are connected to the gun via a wire… approximately 30meters in length, which disrupts the target's nervous system, resulting in temporary incapacitation.		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		For the sole purpose of restricting the movement of others		Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		7		4		Dart injury, superficial burns, possible erythema.		Yes		No		Inital Police training school				4		No						Increase		Fear of being tasered, although a patrolman with a Police Dog would deter anyone from local crime.		Yes

		24		6/27/22 20:33:23		6/27/22 20:37:44		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes				Television programmes ;		Yes		Maybe		To many idiots around , they need to protect them selves		Taser;Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		5		5		Heart 		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				7		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase				Yes

		25		6/27/22 20:30:38		6/27/22 20:40:49		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		News / social media 		News outlets;Social Media ;		Yes		Maybe		Depends on a given scenario. If they, or other members of the public, are in danger then yes. Must be legally justifiable		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;Firearms Officers ;		5		4		Embarrassment. Hopefully piss themselves. Could injure if fall badly. Could it cause heart attack? And I expect it’d really fuck up their ego		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Used properly a taser should be a good deterrent 		5		Yes		No				Increase		Deterrent 		Yes

		26		6/27/22 20:33:45		6/27/22 20:42:21		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Maybe		If someone is being physically violent the police may need to restrain them.		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		5		5		Where the taser has penetrated the skin maybe a small puncture wound.		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		The earlier the training the more confident and competent the officer will become in using a Taser.		8		No						Increase		Would hopefully act as a deterrent for wrongdoing.		Yes

		27		6/27/22 20:43:07		6/27/22 20:47:29		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales				Yes		By disabling the person its used on with a sort of elextric shock.		News outlets;		Yes		Maybe		Restraint etc		Pepper spray;Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		9		6				Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		So thdy have complete knowledge on what can happen when used		7		No						No change 				Yes

		28		6/27/22 20:36:00		6/27/22 20:48:04		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		Yes		It delivers an electric shock, which targets a perpetrators nervous system, resulting in them being temporararily immobilised. 		Policing websites;		Yes		Maybe		Each situation is different, however physical force shouldn't be a police officers first line of defence.		Physical restraint ;Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		5		5		Immobilisation or worse if a person reacts badly to the electric shock.		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				4		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 				No

		29		6/27/22 20:42:35		6/27/22 20:48:07		anonymous				Female 		18 - 24		Wales		Yes 		Yes		A gun like weapon that shoots electrics shocks to the body of the person it’s aimed at 		Social Media ;		Yes		Yes		Even just handcuffing an individual would need Physical force then you have the added challenges of if the individual puts up a fight this would need more force to keep under control		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		8		8		Possible body injuries from dropping the the ground 		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period				10		Yes		No				Increase		As I believe certain individuals who are prone to ‘kick off’ when police attend would think twice about this behaviour if they knew the officer had a taser 		Yes

		30		6/27/22 20:41:18		6/27/22 20:53:03		anonymous				Female 		50 +		USA		Yes 		Yes		Gives electric shock and causes temporary incapacitation 		Have seen demonstration;		Yes		Yes		To protect self and others		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;		3		2		Mild scrapes from fall unless cardiac event		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		Unsure if valid since I'm in the US, but assume anyone with one needs training. 		9		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		Use of Taser is safer than alternatives used here in the US. Can keep officers and public safe when suspect is armed. 		Yes

		31		6/27/22 20:55:44		6/27/22 20:58:05		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				News outlets;		Yes		No				Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;		7		7				Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school				4		Yes		No				Decrease				No

		32		6/27/22 21:04:58		6/27/22 21:10:46		anonymous				Male		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Two electrodes which pierce skin via a barb which then can provide an electric current causing (in most cases) temporary paralysis to the muscles 		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		Unfortunately we live in an age where sometimes force is required to protect the public 		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		9		5		Skin piercing, and fall damage (eg cut to head) severe cases may include breaks or unconsciousness 		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		I think everyone trained should be able to use one 		10		Yes		Yes		Drawn		Increase		It decided the public disturbance I witnessed quickly and efficiently 		Yes

		33		6/27/22 21:11:29		6/27/22 21:15:31		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		No		No						Yes		Maybe		Due to drugs in sensible people 		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		8		7		Burns blindness		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		They would have been taught about the law		5

		34		6/27/22 21:13:36		6/27/22 21:18:48		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				News outlets;		Yes		Yes		With the increase in people carrying knives / weapons they have to be able to respond appropriately to dangerous situations 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		6		6		Fall injuries 		Yes		No		On completion of their probationary period 		Should be an additional qualifucation		8		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		Acting as a deterrent 		Yes

		35		6/27/22 21:41:46		6/27/22 21:54:51		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		England		Yes 		Yes		It omits an electrical charge via a wire shot out of a hand held gun style device that electrocutes the victim.		I used to be a police officet;		Yes		Maybe		More and more in now a days, the public Just don’t seem to be scared of the police anymore. 		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		5		5		As you body locks up, there is risk of injury during the fall and a small risk of triggering a heart attack		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				5		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		 No one wants to be tasered		Yes

		36		6/27/22 22:00:47		6/27/22 22:02:45		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes				Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;		6		6				No		Yes		Inital Police training school				7		Yes		Yes		Fired		Increase				Yes

		37		6/27/22 22:16:29		6/27/22 22:20:50		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Social Media ;		Yes		Yes		That is the nature of policing		Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;Baton;Taser;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		5		3		shock upset distress		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		Because why would you leave it		5		No						No change 		lets try and reduce crime before the event		No

		38		6/27/22 23:01:05		6/27/22 23:07:35		anonymous				Male		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Tasers deliver an electric shock, which disrupts a persons nervous system, resulting in temporary incapacitation		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes				Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;Firearms Officers ;		5		5		Injuries related to a fall or heart issues 		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				3		No						Increase				Yes

		39		6/27/22 23:07:58		6/27/22 23:12:47		anonymous				Male		18 - 24		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Two wires go hit the body via prongs attached to the end, with a current that flows through them which shocks the body 		Knowledge ;		Yes		Yes		Depending on ranking 		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;		6		6		Nerve damage, injury when failing 		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		Should have refreshers every couple of years of when to use not just how to use 		3		Yes		Cant remember 				Decrease		People that see officers with taser may feel more threatened 		No

		40		6/27/22 23:14:43		6/27/22 23:23:55		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		A lot of people are not just committing a crime,they also deal with countless people with mental health issues,  who are through no fault of there own are extremely unpredictable and dangerous. 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		7		3		Most likely to be injured as they fall to the ground. Rarely heart problems from the charge.		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Because that's when they will be out dealing with the public.8		8

		41		6/27/22 20:48:35		6/28/22 2:29:05		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		Wales		Yes 		No				Social Media ;		Yes		Maybe		In difficult situations when the criminal tries to run .		Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;Taser;Baton;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;Police Community Support Officers;		9		10		Super ficial		No		Yes		Inital Police training school		Things learned at a earlier level stays forever		6		No						Increase				Yes

		42		6/28/22 7:48:52		6/28/22 8:02:21		anonymous				Male		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electrical discharge of probes shot at the target (connected to wires) the barbs latch onto a subject by embedding in the skin- releasing voltage to incapacitate the subject 				Yes		Yes		Some individuals do not wish to be arrested & can turn to violence to get away. 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;Response Officers ;		4		3		Minor injury from barb discharge, potential impact injury if subject falls following taser. 		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Police officers need to understand the risks involved in the job. During the initial training period there is an awful lot to learn and become competent in, adding extra training on top could be detrimental to the probationer learning the fundamentals of policing and could use the taser incorrectly during certain situations. 		10		Yes		Yes		Fired		Increase		Some subjects change they’re intentions and attitudes when they see a taser even in cases where it is not drawn. 		Yes

		43		6/28/22 8:01:06		6/28/22 8:06:56		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;News outlets;		Yes		Maybe		To restrain a dangerous criminal		Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		7		7		Injury when falling after hit by taser and  effects of taser after impact 		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		So they are confident in their role and know when it is appropriate to need to use taser				Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		Criminals would be aware of the need to use a taser if they are extremely violent /threatening behaviour		Yes

		44		6/28/22 8:57:05		6/28/22 9:04:54		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		Yes		To electric shock an individual in order to apprehend them		Policing websites;		Yes		Yes		To use reasonable force to apprehend a potential individual who intends to be a threat		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		6		6		Short term pain		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				8		No						Increase		They would be deterred if they’re aware this will be deployed		Yes

		45		6/28/22 9:18:50		6/28/22 9:26:00		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Provides an electric shock to a targeted area		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		They need to be able to limit damage that can be committed by persons who are out of control 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		2		2		Maybe an injury from falling due to taser shock, ?? Does it affect people with heart conditions		No		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Not sure, personally I feel training with this sort of thing should be updated annually 		7		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		They need to have the ability to control without injury, plus perceived threat could help control some situations 		Yes

		46		6/28/22 9:24:57		6/28/22 9:42:41		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		England		Yes 		Yes		Tasers are to temporarily immobilize a person from a safe distance. When the triggers is pulled two wires with needle like probes are aimed to attach to the body, once attached will deliver electrical current, more current can be delivered by further holding the trigger.  		Ambulance service ;		Yes		Yes		Defense and protection of selfs and civilians 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;Firearms Officers ;		10		3		Injection/wound site lacerations and possible burns. Possible cardiac changes due to electrical current and head/back injuries are possible if the subject receiving the taser had sudden fall from standing.		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		Whilst a great tool, a taser is still a weapon. To allow every new police officer with great training but perhaps not much experience or has not yet developed intuition		10		Yes		Yes		Fired		No change 		It won’t effect the crimes or quantity, it can change how officers respond and amend the quantity of officers to arrest/demobilize someone.		No

		47		6/28/22 10:29:03		6/28/22 10:35:17		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;News outlets;Social Media ;		Yes		Yes		Everyone has a right to defend themselves. Police are generally dealing with dangerous people and situations so I think a taser is an ideal means of self defence.		Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;Taser;Baton;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		5		5		For a person with a healthy heart, a bruised ego and potentially a few bruises from the fall. 		No		No		On completion of their probationary period 		I can imagine there is a lot to learn becoming a police officer so I don’t think the added stress of being responsible for a taser should be put on a new recruit. 		5		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 		I can’t comment as I have seen police handling situations with and without tasers		No

		48		6/28/22 12:46:50		6/28/22 12:50:36		anonymous				Male		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Sends an electric shock to the recipient, incapacitating them		Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To restrain and combat force used by others		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		4		5		Burns?? Don’t really know		No		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		They have a certain level of experience 		7		No						Increase		More easily stop a criminal in his/her tracks		Yes

		49		6/28/22 13:09:06		6/28/22 13:22:06		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		Wales		Yes 		No				Policing websites;		Yes		Maybe		I believe physical force should be last resort, every circumstance is different though. 		Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		6		2		A sprained wrist, bruising		No		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		Tasers are scary and not something that someone should have access too easily, the officers should need to prove they are ready to use one rather than just provided straight away		4		Yes		Yes		Fired		Increase		Nobody wants to be tasered, I feel if people knew that officers were carrying one they may be more reluctant to act up at the chance they could get tasered. It could give the officers more control of situations. 		Yes

		50		6/28/22 14:09:14		6/28/22 14:15:44		anonymous				Female 		25 - 35		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To protect themselves 		Taser;Pepper spray;Baton;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		5		4		Shock		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		To have some sort of protection from the start. 		10		No						Increase		More officer around to protect the public 		Yes

		51		6/28/22 14:16:29		6/28/22 14:23:06		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To protect themselves 		Taser;Pepper spray;Baton;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;		5		4		Shock		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		They need protection from the beginning of training 		10		No						Increase		More protection to the public and themselves 		Yes

		52		6/28/22 14:44:45		6/28/22 14:48:58		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Maybe		Dependent on the situation		Physical restraint ;Taser;Baton;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		8		7		Burns		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		They need to be taught how to use it safely		6		No						No change 		Its not perceived as a deterrent		Yes

		53		6/28/22 17:41:05		6/28/22 17:44:39		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;News outlets;		Yes		Maybe		To keep the public ,the perpetrator or themselves safe		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;		7		7				Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period				8		Yes		Cant remember 				No change 				Yes

		54		6/28/22 18:34:44		6/28/22 18:40:54		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Policing websites;				Yes		In up holding the law and being confronted by violence then proportionate force is necessary		Taser;Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;		6		6		Heart, impact to falling		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		With experience gained and receiving competency 		9		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		It can act as deterrant		Yes

		55		6/28/22 19:07:19		6/28/22 19:11:35		anonymous				Female 		36 - 49		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		Restraint and self defence		Physical restraint ;Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;		3		3		Fall, cuts and bruises		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period				5		No						No change 		Usually used after the crime 		Yes

		56		6/28/22 20:10:00		6/28/22 20:22:10		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;News outlets;Social Media ;		Yes		Maybe		Depending on the situation. Life threatening or not.		Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		8		8		Electric shock. Bruising, cuts, grazes from the fall to the ground.		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		First two years are spent  gaining confidence and training.		8		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		As long as officer is fully trained how to use and when to use tazer. Can act as a deterrent. Less close contact for the public. 		Yes

		57		6/28/22 20:38:13		6/28/22 20:45:37		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		It discharges an electric shock 		Television programmes ;News outlets;		Yes		Yes		At times they may need to respond with physical force if the is possible danger to themselves or the general public.		Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Firearms Officers ;		2		1				Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 				8		No						Increase		May work as a deterrent 		Yes

		58		6/28/22 20:46:03		6/28/22 20:58:19		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Disable by electric shock		News outlets;		Yes		Yes		Individuals under influence sometimes need restraining by force to stop them injuring public or police		Baton;Physical restraint ;Taser;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		5		5		Injury by falling,      taser may find weakness in person.		Yes		No		During their initial two year probationary period		Should be part of basic training		8		No						Increase		Gives police ability to disable extremely violent individuals quickly		Yes

		59		6/28/22 21:09:36		6/28/22 21:14:39		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electric charge to stun a person stopping harm		News outlets;Social Media ;Policing websites;Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To safely deal with dangerous situations reduces harm for both police and individuals 		Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;Baton;		Response Officers ;		10		2		Muscles ache head ache 		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		Important for probationary officers to understand how tasers work safely and how to use and deploy		7		Yes		Yes		Not used		Increase		Deterrent 		Yes

		60		6/28/22 21:19:35		6/28/22 21:27:58		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		It is a device that shoots out two ‘pins’ connected wires that deliver an electric Voltage to incapacitate an individual 		News outlets;Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes		To protect themselves and others from physical harm		Baton;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		3		2		Injuries from falling 		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		So they are confident in its use and understand when to use it		10		No						Increase		As a deterrent the public would be more reticent in committing behaviours that would warrant its use so less violence would happen 		Yes

		61		6/29/22 0:49:36		6/29/22 0:55:18		anonymous				Female 		50 +		England		Yes 		No				Television programmes ;		Yes		Yes				Physical restraint ;Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;		4		4		No idea		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		No mistakes		7		No						Increase		Less likely to be fatalities		Yes

		62		6/29/22 8:18:53		6/29/22 8:34:29		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Two 'darts' attached to wires which when fired attach to the target.  An electric shock is projected to the target which then incapacitated them.		Working for the police ;		Yes		Yes		Sitting and chatting never has and never will be the solution for dealing with certain areas of society.  In certain situations physical force will ultimately be the only course of action that will be effective. 		Pepper spray;Baton;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Traffic Officers;Police Community Support Officers;Firearms Officers ;		3		3		Bruising, soreness unless they stupidly try to fight it		Yes		No		Inital Police training school		The sooner they learn how to use one they will be more at ease with its use		9		Yes		Cant remember 				Increase		I would hope that the possible use of a taser might work as a deterrent 		Yes

		63		6/29/22 17:43:12		6/29/22 18:08:04		anonymous				Male		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		2 darts are fired from the taser and release a large electrical pulses to stun the target 		Military ;		Yes		Yes		People do not always play by the rules 		Baton;Taser;Pepper spray;Physical restraint ;		Response Officers ;Firearms Officers ;Traffic Officers;		4		4		Once the taser has been discharged the subject will fall to the ground possibly causing injuries 		Yes		Yes		Inital Police training school		They need to be fully trained when are expected to patrol the streets and carry out their duty 		9		No						Increase		The more officers being able to defuse a situation before it escalate to far		Yes

		64		6/30/22 10:24:06		6/30/22 10:31:54		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electrical current passes through a fine wire which is attached to a gun like instrument..so you don't need to be right against the perf.		Policing websites;		Yes		Maybe		Sometimes people are afraid..and not all police people are approachable..		Taser;Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		8		8		It's like a stun gun..but if you don't know the state of health of the person you are pointing TOO!!!!		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Literally get their feet wet first..before jumping in at the deep end		10

		65		6/30/22 19:19:11		6/30/22 19:35:16		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		The trained person in charge of the Taser tells the suspect to stop if they don't stop after the warning,the person with the taser releases the safety catch pulls the trigger, hit's the suspect with an electric current to stop them long enough for the person in charge to apprehend the suspect, can be fatal with a pacemaker though!		News outlets;Social Media ;Television programmes ;Policing websites;		Yes		Maybe		Sometimes suspect's don't want to be apprehend.		Baton;Pepper spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Firearms Officers ;Response Officers ;		5		3		Bruising from falling, possible cut's maybe a burn mark or red area to where the Taser made contact with the suspect.		Yes		Yes		On completion of their probationary period 		Basics need to be completed before any further training.		5		Yes		No				Increase		It would be an Extra deterrent.		Yes

		66		7/1/22 17:28:56		7/1/22 17:37:01		anonymous				Female 		50 +		Wales		Yes 		Yes		Electric current rendering a person helpless		News outlets;		Yes		Yes		A need to protect themselves from physical attack and a need to protect others from physical attack .. also physical resistance from potential restraint  		Taser;Baton;Physical restraint ;Pepper spray;		Response Officers ;		8		6		Possibly local burn .. or cardiac issues if the person has underlying health issue		Yes		Yes		During their initial two year probationary period		Awareness as part of training		5		No						No change 		As incident would be underway before officer attended with or without a taser 		Yes
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		ID		Start time		Completion time		Email		Name		Are you a serving officer?		Which force are you currently serving with?		What's your gender?		How old are you?		What is your length of service?		What department are you currently working in?		Are you a Taser trained officer		Are you in date and carrying the device? 		Please explain why not?		Have you ever had to use the device? (Select all that apply)		Was the individual injured?		Briefly describe the level of injuries?		Have you ever had to wait before booking off at an incident due to having to wait for an officer carrying Taser? 		Briefly describe what type of incident?		When do you feel an officer should be trained and equipped with Taser? 		Do you feel carrying Taser puts you at more risk? 		Please explain why?		Do you feel carrying Taser puts the public at more risk?		Please explain why?2		Do you feel Taser training is sufficient? 		Please explain why not?2		Do you complete a Use of Force Form on every use of force? 		Please explain why?3		Are Use of Force Forms easily accessible?		Please put in order what you believe is most likely to cause injury, with the top being the most likey and the bottom being least likely?
		Where do you think the public get thier knowledge of Taser? 		Do you think the public know how a Taser works? 		Do you think the public understand when a Taser might be deployed? 		Do you think the public would support the issuing of Taser to all frontline officers? 		Please explain why?4		Do you support the issuing of Taser to all frontline officers?		Please explain why?5

		1		6/27/22 19:42:42		6/27/22 19:52:21		anonymous				Yes 		Response		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		You are required to attend a higher level of Threat, Harm and Risk where the use of weapons have been disclosed in the initial call		No		Response officers are able to deal with situations where taser would need to be deployed to reduce detain subject who is carrying weapons or reports they have concealed a weapon, therefore this mitigates risk and protects the public from harm of an individual and other police officers. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		No		No		No		They do not fully understand the requirements of taser and why it might be deployed and feel that it is an over use of police power		Yes		To protect themselves, other officers and members of the public, 

		2		6/27/22 19:53:20		6/27/22 19:56:20		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Safer, extra tool in the box		No		Only deployed under risk of harm 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		3		6/27/22 19:52:53		6/27/22 19:56:25		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		I feel people don’t like the police using force full stop and see it as a lethal impliment 		Yes		A good deterant, never know when it’s needed 

		4		6/27/22 19:54:12		6/27/22 19:57:18		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Carrying taser puts you at a safety advantage 		No		It’s not a compliance tool and only used at incidents that carry a significant risk 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If they knew the reasoning behind it 		Yes		Yes but only when officers can justify there thinking skills when more experienced 

		5		6/27/22 20:03:20		6/27/22 20:05:25		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Report of a male who had been stabbed 		During their two year probationary period 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;Baton ;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes				Yes

		7		6/27/22 20:05:52		6/27/22 20:08:02		anonymous				Yes 		Met		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				Inital Police training school		No		It's good officer safety 		No		It is a useful tool 		No		Because I haven't done it yet 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes		It's a good use of force 		Yes		Officer safety

		8		6/27/22 20:05:39		6/27/22 20:09:22		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan police		Female		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								On completion of their probation		No		Extra contingency option to have		No		I’ve not known there to be any issues with the public		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Taser;Baton ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Most people are pro police, we just don’t have any interactions with them! 		Yes		I don’t see a ready why any competent officer shouldn’t have a taser for their own protection or for the protection of others.

		9		6/27/22 20:07:29		6/27/22 20:09:28		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent police 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		No		Expired due to being on maternity 		Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Television 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		10		6/27/22 20:09:47		6/27/22 20:11:29		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes				During their two year probationary period 		No				No				No				Yes				Yes		Spray;Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		11		6/27/22 20:10:19		6/27/22 20:14:18		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Youget sent to more calls where risk is heightened to engage, I.e person with a knife. They will always ask for taser officers first instance.		No		If used appropriately it allows a faster response time to deal with certain incidents as opposed to waiting for firearms units to attend		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		I dont believe they would be happy for all officers to carry taser. Some may see it as a waste of money as it is expensive and soke officers may not be competent and abuse it.		No		Some officers do not wish to carry taser due to the risks involved and I don't believe they should all be issued with it. Some officers may not be competent in certain situations to be able to use taser safely.

		12		6/27/22 20:10:16		6/27/22 20:14:54		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		The taser is an added protection for an officer to consider using. It also allows officers to attend calls with confidence knowing that if a violent offender would be present having a taser gives the officer another tactical option to use it. This can protect officers, victims, subjects and witnesses		No		Officers carrying taser would ensure the pupil are more at ease and safe.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Anything that can protect members of the public from danger would be supported in my opinion 		Yes		So all officers can attend the same calls and deliver the same service 

		13		6/27/22 20:12:39		6/27/22 20:15:57		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		Knife call		During their two year probationary period 		No		Having a taser would make you better equipped to deal with the dangerous reality of the job		No		It would help protect the public.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		The press, media and public show repetitive hate for the police and do not appreciate or support them		Yes		It would help keep officers safe and the public.

		14		6/27/22 20:15:25		6/27/22 20:17:22		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		incident involving weapons 		During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		extra protection 		Yes

		15		6/27/22 20:06:00		6/27/22 20:19:12		anonymous				Yes 		Met		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		No because with or without taser I would still be attending the same incidents 		No		To answer a question with a question, why are the public at more risk? We all go through a taser training course		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Declining support for police in recent months, the recent incident at Chelsea Bridge and limited understanding of policing		Yes		Every house has a knives. Taser is a good distance control weapon where it’s presence can deter hostility without having to deploy 

		16		6/27/22 20:11:54		6/27/22 20:19:23		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent				26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								On completion of their probation		No		Any risk of an incident can change regardless of having a taser or not. Certain calls may initially have a taser authority but the details are not always accurate 		No		Taser is a device that can assist with defusing the risk of the situation and having the equipment available to use if required would reduce the risk to the public		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Feel more safe knowing officers were carrying sufficient equipment for violent incidents 		Yes		With fewer officers on the front line, back up is further away and there is an increase in confrontation. For officer and public safety it is far better to have the option to use the device if required that not have it at all 

		17		6/27/22 20:18:50		6/27/22 20:24:03		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Domestic related call		On completion of their probation		No				No		Its a reassurance for the public. Know I no an officer has a taser.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Television 		No		No		Yes		I strongly believe members of public would support officers to have taser for officer protection aswell of members of public at risk		Yes

		18		6/27/22 20:14:00		6/27/22 20:24:51		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		More responsibility but feel safer with it 		No		More and more violence used towards officers and public. Can be used effectively to protect member of the public.		Yes				Yes				No		Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;Baton ;		News		No		No		Yes		They will feel safer 		Yes

		19		6/27/22 20:22:06		6/27/22 20:26:17		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Training		No												No				Inital Police training school		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes				Yes

		20		6/27/22 20:23:00		6/27/22 20:26:28		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Feel safer 		No		Law abiding members of public should never even see a taser		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Protects police officers		Yes		Makes policing safer 

		21		6/27/22 20:26:04		6/27/22 20:28:00		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		22		6/27/22 20:25:50		6/27/22 20:29:19		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		It’s deterrent 		No		Deal with risk safely 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		We live in a world now where any use of force is heavily criticised by public and the media		Yes		It makes the job safer. Officers deal with dangerous situations all the time and should be well equipped to do so.

		23		6/27/22 20:24:13		6/27/22 20:34:55		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		Reports of a male self harming potentially still holding the knife. Told to wait off until taser trained officers arrived		Inital Police training school		Yes		There is a risk that an individual that encounters taser trained officers will feel threatened if they see a taser and could decide that they themselves are in danger, causing them to become violent		No		I do not believe the use of taser puts the public at risk because taser trained officers are given extensive training in when to use their taser and as such it will usually only be used in situations where it is necessary to do so.		No		I have not completed taser training so I can’t comment on whether it is sufficient or not.		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes		I believe a lot of the public understand the severity and danger of the calls police officers attend and would be supportive of an officer protecting themselves in a manor that is non lethal and incapacitates the person that it is used on. 		No		An officer should choose whether they want to carry a taser or not. Although Tasers offer a further amount of protection to officers, they may feel as if they are protected enough with their current PPE and unarmed defensive techniques

		24		6/27/22 20:31:38		6/27/22 20:36:23		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		Yes		On one occasion one barb became stuck in subject in the genital area, requiring hospital treatment. 						On completion of their probation		No		It is a visual deterrent and allows more options for dealing with subjects who are a threat						Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Media coverage normally only shows the negative uses and not positive. 		Yes		Would probably reduce injury to officers and allow them better protection. 

		25		6/27/22 20:37:03		6/27/22 20:42:17		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		You are expected to attend more dangerous calls as part of carrying Taser 		No		It would only be used in a situation that needed it and the target would be the suspect that you would consider using taser on 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes		It’s allows all Police to help keep the public safer by carrying taser 		No		Some officer just won’t be able to use taser safety as it a specialist skill that not everyone would be able to adapt to using 

		26		6/27/22 20:37:44		6/27/22 20:43:29		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;Arced ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		50/50. Due to the amount of negativity on social media, published by newspapers this could potentially sway the public point of view. 		Yes

		27		6/27/22 20:43:54		6/27/22 20:48:08		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent police		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Inexperienced officers are equipped with taser but are not experienced enough to deal with conflict 		No				No		Again, too much inexperience for officers attending 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Too confrontational 		No		I believe that it is purely to reduce numbers on response

		28		6/27/22 20:46:51		6/27/22 20:51:15		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Carrying taser offers other tactical options and considerations which benefit day to day response policing		No		Just because officers carry taser it doesn’t immediately put public at risk. It is another option available for officers to deal with violent and volatile subjects. Members of the public should be supportive of this. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		We police by public consent therefore the majority of the public will be happy with officers carrying to deal with criminals. 		Yes		In this day and age many individuals have access to weapons and carry them daily. Officers need to be able to protect themselves and members of the public 

		29		6/27/22 20:49:59		6/27/22 20:54:10		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Although doing ti more high risk jobs then taser training you receive actually makes you think differently when approaching these situations. In my opinion as I’ve only been carrying for a few months I react differently now 		No		We are there to protect, if people don’t carry weapons to harm others or themselves then these wouldn’t be required. Only used is absolutely necessary and helping to prevent injury and serious harm 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes		If they understood it more. To help keep officers and the public safe 		Yes		Safety, the course is so intense you can fail. If you do pass it’s a good effort and have to qualify every year, don’t meet expectations you won’t be allowed to carry. It’s not a simply go and pass course 

		30		6/27/22 20:49:24		6/27/22 20:55:23		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent police		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		Domestic incident involving a knife		Inital Police training school		No		Better equipped to deal with situations if they are to escalate 		No		It’s used to protect officers as well as the public 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		No		Yes		Most people are law abiding citizens and appreciate the job that officers do and the variety of calls they have to deal with. I’m sure the majority of normal people would prefer officers to have the ability to protect them to the highest standard.		Yes		People are unpredictable regardless of they are known to us or not. The situation can escalate quickly and anything can happen at any moment. Taser protects officers and enhances their safety, as well as the public.

		31		6/27/22 20:48:38		6/27/22 20:55:33		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent Police 		Male		36 - 49		8 years +				Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Arced ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		Deployed to more violent, Threat risk harm type incidents 		No		Taser can be a deterrent to offenders and potentially reassuring to others.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Public have a generally negative perception of police using any force at all		Yes		Would benefit officer safety. Those who don't want it shouldn't have to carry it

		32		6/27/22 20:44:00		6/27/22 20:56:09		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		It is a useful good piece of kit that protects you and prevents you having to get too close to a subject.		No		All they have to do is behave and they won’t get tasered. It also protects victims being attacked. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		They have no idea how the kit works and when it’s used. Used correctly it has a minor impact.		Yes		Used well it saves officers being hands on in personal reach of dangerous armed individuals and allows incapacitation to self garners to make it safer for the officer and subject. 

		33		6/27/22 21:05:15		6/27/22 21:08:28		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		I feel and have experienced by carrying taser people are less likely to want to fight you reducing risk of assault 		No		Public wouldn't be at risk of police carrying taser if anything it is more likely to protect then I.e. terrorist attack / person with weapons 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		34		6/27/22 21:04:59		6/27/22 21:10:18		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Male was seen brandishing a knife to members of the public 		During their two year probationary period 		No		Taser seems to defuse situations when it is seen by subjects. Their behaviour sometimes changes for the better 		No		Tasers are carried in holsters and equipped safely. Tasers protect the public from harm as they will usually only be drawn in very hostile and dangerous situations whereby the public are in danger 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes		I think this is a very hard question to judge. It is hard to predict what members of the public think as it their thoughts usually obtained through the news/social media		Yes		This would benefit officers for their safety. With knife and violent crime on the increase and the drive on supporting assaults on emergency workers, I think this would be an important step forward 

		35		6/27/22 21:17:37		6/27/22 21:20:22		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		CID		Yes		No		Went to CID and gave it up. 		NA (Never used);		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		You attend more serious incidents and normally first one through the door 		No		If anything, it protects the public from offenders with weapons 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Television 		No		No		Yes		They may feel more safer knowing officers are equips to protect them for efficiently 		Yes		If the officer would like it and can show competency then I do not see a reason why not 

		36		6/27/22 21:17:09		6/27/22 21:22:52		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		N/a		Inital Police training school		No		It’s a useful tool to stop people playing up		No		Only reason someone would be tased is if they presented a massive risk		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Television 		No		No		Yes		Protect them		Yes		All officers should have all training before being put on the frontline

		38		6/27/22 21:21:59		6/27/22 21:24:25		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales police 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Investigations		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								Inital Police training school		No		It's a good deterrent 		No		Use of taser is regulated 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Too many bad news stories		Yes		Safety 

		39		6/27/22 21:21:39		6/27/22 21:24:55		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Gives another tactical option. There’s a need for officers to be able to police without prior to having it so they don’t become reliant on it.		No		Safer a baton to the face. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Public have never faced the threats most officers do. 		No		Some officers are idiots. 

		40		6/27/22 21:21:50		6/27/22 21:25:15		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Several. Taser policy calls which could be suitable for any officer with PPE due to cause being mental health etc 		Inital Police training school		No		It gives you a tool which is becoming more and more useful, MOP are willing to use weapons against police so all police officers should be prepared and carrying necessary kit and appointments 		No		Correct training is given, usage is still limited and Tac Comms is still option number one		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Silent majority would support 		Yes		Weapons are being used against police more frequently but not all officers are given the correct tools to properly defend themselves and the public 

		41		6/27/22 21:21:45		6/27/22 21:26:24		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Organised Crime		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		You rely on the taser as opposed to de-escalating situations through communication 		No		It is a safe piece of equipment and there is good training behind the use of taser 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		People don’t understand the concept of a taser and when or why it is used 		No		People should pass their probation first so they learn how to communicate with people in high intense situations without relying on taser 

		42		6/27/22 21:21:56		6/27/22 21:26:44		anonymous				Yes 		SWP 		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								Inital Police training school		No		I’ve had dangerous people look at me stand up to fight me only to see the taser and to then sit back down, the presence of it alone acts as a deterant		No		The taser is a tool used to help create distance between officer and subject or to help detain the most dangerous individuals I fail to see how the public could be in more danger for taser		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		With knife crime all over the news,I feel the public would support taser more these days		Yes		It a valuable tool for self defence

		43		6/27/22 21:23:56		6/27/22 21:27:30		anonymous				Yes 		South wales		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Better protected to gain control of a violent subject and acts as a deterrent		No		More chance of protecting the public against violence		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes		If the public were educated correctly instead of relying on the biased press and vilification of police by sections of society then they’d back the use and see the benefits of a non-lethal option		Yes		Officers often find themselves single crewed and dealing with situations that aren’t as reported 

		44		6/27/22 21:22:05		6/27/22 21:27:47		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales police 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Being a TTO allows you to effectively deal with a subject from a distance minimising risk of harm to you or colleagues.		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes		Due to knife crime is definitely on the rise and that taser is a non lethal tactic 		No		I would not trust some officers with a taser. I believe taser should be based upon a sergeants recommendation

		45		6/27/22 21:26:35		6/27/22 21:27:58		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 				Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		46		6/27/22 21:24:11		6/27/22 21:28:05		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		I believe carrying taser is a significant visual deterrent.		No		Officers carrying taser is a visual deterrent to offenders in public.		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I believe the majority of the public would support this.		No		Each individual officer should be considered appropriately and in accordance with their role, background and experience.

		47		6/27/22 21:25:09		6/27/22 21:28:13		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Taser presence deters individuals if it’s in view 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Television 		No		No		Yes				Yes		Once competence has been completed 

		48		6/27/22 21:21:58		6/27/22 21:28:21		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales police 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Answer more calls involving weapons, go forward before non taser carriers		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		MSM and news outlets are often anti police and quick to blame police for anything that has gone wrong, use of force is heavily scrutinised 		No		I don’t think that officers should come out of training carrying taser, they need to have a level of experience dealing with conflict and learn how to talk to people before being issued with taser

		49		6/27/22 20:05:59		6/27/22 21:30:21		anonymous				Yes 		MPS		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				No		Some officers would have poor weapon retention and be a risk if carrying taser

		50		6/27/22 21:25:00		6/27/22 21:30:54		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Feel better equipped to deal with situations.		No		Taser use should reduce harm to the public, waiting for STOs from other departments may put people at risk.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		I think MOPs think a Taser electric shocks subjects rather than incapacitate them.		Yes		More Tasers on the frontline means lesser wait times, and therefore quicker resolution of incidents.

		51		6/27/22 21:31:42		6/27/22 21:33:21		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes				Yes

		53		6/27/22 21:31:42		6/27/22 21:33:38		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Visual deterrent which makes individuals change their behaviour when one is present		No				Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Violent crime increasing		Yes

		54		6/27/22 21:31:32		6/27/22 21:33:47		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Male		50 +		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;		No								Inital Police training school		No				No				No		Too short 		Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		55		6/27/22 21:28:34		6/27/22 21:33:49		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		50 +		8 years +		Specialist Crime		Yes		No		Handed in due to change of role		NA (Never used);		No								Inital Police training school		No		It’s another piece of equipment to be used where necessary and can be justified 		No		In my experience members of the public are aware of it as it’s visible and it can help descalate situations		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		It’s now an essential tool of policing just like the baton was when it was introduced		Yes		It’s is a necessary part of modern policing and all frontline officers should be issued with ot

		56		6/27/22 21:31:46		6/27/22 21:34:57		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		OCU		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								Inital Police training school		No		It's an extra utility/deterrent		No		Strong justification required for use		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		No		No		No		It is seen as a dangerous item		Yes		Seems foolish not to equip officers with tools required to complete their job effectively 

		57		6/27/22 21:31:33		6/27/22 21:35:22		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Male		36 - 49		8 years +				Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				No		1 day every year isn’t enough. There should be more training around tactics along with both vehicle and house tactics.   		Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		58		6/27/22 21:25:48		6/27/22 21:35:24		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		I don’t think it puts you more at risk. But possibly at risk, e.g. when people try and grab it.		No		No, it’s for personal / colleague protection, use for safety of the individual concerned, to protect the public, to be used where the operator perceives a threat to anyone including that person.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Some officers do not want to carry, so forcing them or making it a requirement would not be good. Also, not everyone passes the course so therefore not everyone is suitable to carrying them. Some officers would be useless with a taser, in my opinion.		No		As above. Officers should not be issued them, they need to learn tactical communication first and then if they pass the course, can have a taser. 

		59		6/27/22 21:26:20		6/27/22 21:35:35		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Just having the taser present with you can often diffuse situations where the subject can see it. The public generally know that the Taser is bright yellow, so for me it has often de-escalated situations by acting as a visible deterrent, lowering the risk to myself.  		No		Unless a subject is being extremely violent or a weapon is present, the general public are not at any more risk through the carrying of Taser		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		No		Yes		I think the general public are supportive of carrying and the use of Taser. It is only used in certain circumstances, so if the public had a slightly better understanding of how/when/why Taser is used then it would increase the support		No		I would say that all frontline officers are not fully proficient in using force when they come out of training. In my opinion, an officer would first need to prove themselves by developing tactical communication skills, all the way up to higher levels of force before being put forward to carry Taser by their line manager. I suggest that this would be in their probationary period, with tight scrutiny around their previous use of force. 

		60		6/27/22 21:28:45		6/27/22 21:36:05		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		50 +		8 years +				Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		Yes		Facial injury following fall upon successful Taser shot						During their two year probationary period 		No		1st & best weapon is verbal comms. Taser, baton, spray are optional 'tools' to be considered as & when appropriate/justifiable.		No		As above, it is another aspect to officer presence.  Sometimes the carrying of Taser has diffused a situation without even being drawn.		No		Taser tactics including building search/clearance should be taught to all Taser carriers.		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Television 		Yes		Yes		Yes		Law abiding public should have no issue with officer having several less lethal means of defending themselves/others from serious violence.		Yes		As above.

		61		6/27/22 21:33:07		6/27/22 21:36:17		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		TST 		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		62		6/27/22 21:21:12		6/27/22 21:37:02		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent police		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Was single crewed going to attend a violent male with markers for weapons and previous for assaulting police		During their two year probationary period 		No		A taser makes dangerous situations safer and people are more prone to calming down if a taser is drawn rather than an asp or spray		No				No		Not sure haven't received training 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Those who support police want police to have the right tools to do their jobs		Yes		Many officers attend calls by themselves and would be safer to carry

		63		6/27/22 21:39:03		6/27/22 21:41:08		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		CID		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		64		6/27/22 21:35:38		6/27/22 21:43:59		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Tst		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;Arced ;		Yes		Cut his hand with his own knife						During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Currently it does as your asked to go forward over non units to violent incidents. However, if rolled out to all then i believe it would reduce the risk as the burden would be shared more evenly		No		Its a tool that is effective in preventing further violence 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Media is biased against policing and influences the public opinion on this matter in a negative way		Yes		After being judged as competent at utilising communications and being of the right temperament for the role of a police officer then officers should be trained in using taser. 

		65		6/27/22 20:31:51		6/27/22 21:45:05		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Androsexual		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Enhances officer safety, but should always be double crewed 		No		Because it only effects violent offenders		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The silent majority would.		Yes		Should be mandatory training. 

		66		6/27/22 21:45:28		6/27/22 21:47:41		anonymous				Yes 		MET 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		No		Bad publicity 		Yes		Safer to be armed with violent offenders

		67		6/27/22 21:48:25		6/27/22 21:52:07		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Taser officers are often required/ deployed to incidents in which non taser carriers are not. 		No		Taser is used to protect, especially the public. 		No				No		Time, attending so many incidents, some slip through the cracks.		Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		Lack of knowledge and understanding of the purpose of a taser		Yes		I think carrying a taser protects officers, especially with today’s clientele. 

		68		6/27/22 22:02:37		6/27/22 22:06:27		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales 		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				No		You should have to do more regular training scenarios, you can easily go 12 months without using it, meaning the only time you fire it is every 12 months when you re qualify 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The majority would, only a minority wouldn’t 		Yes		The more people able to carry the better, when used properly is a great piece of kit to deal with armed persons 

		69		6/27/22 22:06:10		6/27/22 22:08:09		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes				During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		70		6/27/22 22:06:24		6/27/22 22:10:47		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Male		36 - 49		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Mental Heath call ssh with a knife 		Inital Police training school		No		It’s a deterrent 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes		It’s a non lethal and effective and should make peopleFeel safer 		No		I fee it should be a choice for the officer , but should be offered asap 

		6		6/27/22 20:06:57		6/27/22 20:07:54		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan Police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No

		37		6/27/22 21:21:53		6/27/22 21:23:00		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Make with a knife 		During their two year probationary period 		No		More capable of dealing with threat 		No		More able to deal with risk 

		52		6/27/22 21:31:26		6/27/22 21:33:34		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		N/A		Inital Police training school		No		It is an extra layer of protection, especially when attending domestics or a person carrying a bladed article.		No		It enables officers to defuse a situation quicker when a taser is needed

		71		6/27/22 22:05:41		6/27/22 22:10:57		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Female		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Because you are sent to more griefy calls and expected to take the lead at incidents because you have taser		No		Because taser is only deployed when it is necessary 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Because I believe the media will frame it as an abuse of power and a scare tactic 		Yes		For the safety of officers and the public 

		72		6/27/22 21:58:22		6/27/22 22:13:31		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent Police		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No		N/A		During their two year probationary period 		No		Officers should retain the ability to choose whether or not they wish to carry taser. In my opinion it can be a great tool to assist in any role in a dynamic changing environment. However, taser can mean you are deployed to more incidents involving higher risk on a more frequent basis. I do not feel however this has a baring effect on risk to the officer though as all incidents with you carry taser or not carry great risks to everyone involved. 		No		Carry taser is a tool for public safety not for public risk. It can be seen by the public in some circumstances as negative dependant on its use and the perspective in which it is used from. I do not feel taser poses a risk as it is only and should be deployed in circumstances which involve the public or officers being placed in specified serious danger or harm.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		No		No		I feel that in some circumstances tasers can be seen as a great tool by the public to deter crime and stop criminality to both protect officers and the public they serve. However, I don’t think issuing a taser to all officers is sufficient in the eye of the public due to public perception on the police today, especially in recent events where the police have been scrutinised over their use of force. If all officers had taser it would no doubt have consequences on public perception as it’s misuse will be extremely scrutinised by the media and general public. It is a great and effect tool and I am fully supportive of any officer wishing to obtain a taser for their use and protection and to expand skills. But I do not feel the public would completely support the taser being issued to all officers.		Yes		I feel that if any officers wishes to use a taser and adopt the correct approach to using a taser rather than using it for the wrong reasons then they should be allowed to do so. At the end of the day it is a great deterrent and an excellent defensive tool in dynamically changing incidents.

		73		6/27/22 22:27:47		6/27/22 22:31:18		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Less risk as it is often a deterrent of violence if seen without even having to draw it		No		Effective way to disable a violent subject who may be putting public at risk		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The public who don't believe what is on social media and appreciate the benefits of officers carrying taser		Yes		Extra safety measure

		74		6/27/22 22:33:02		6/27/22 22:43:33		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				Inital Police training school		No		Acts as a deterrent without needing to be drawn. By drawing pava it can be seen as an escalating action, whereas the simple presence of taser puts the ip on notice. 		No		It is there to protect the public and act as a deterrent 		No		Not offered to all officers 		Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;Baton ;		Social media 		No		No		No		Social media speculation 		Yes

		75		6/27/22 22:58:30		6/27/22 23:02:05		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Training		Yes		No		Out of compliance		Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		It’s a firearm. If you fail to justify its use, you will not be protected against the law. 		No		It’s intention is to protect the public. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		The public have a negative perception of the Police. More now than ever. Giving officers a Taser will probably make the Police feel more oppressive. This is down to lack of education. 		Yes		So that Officers can come to work, and then safely go home to their loved ones after each shift. 

		76		6/27/22 23:01:38		6/27/22 23:05:35		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent Police		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		Usually either persons with weapons or mental health calls 		On completion of their probation		No		People will behave how they want to, regardless of what safety equipment you’re carrying		No		No. It can put them less at risk as situations can be dealt with more effectively keeping them out of harms way		No		I have never completed it. 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		They may just see it as officers wielding more power over the public 		No		Not everyone wishes to carry one - including myself.

		77		6/27/22 23:09:19		6/27/22 23:13:04		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		You are sent to higher risk incidents as a result of carrying		No		It is a non lethal piece of equipment when used correctly 		No		More scenario training under pressure to simulate real incidents.		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Lack of understanding by the public, public perception		Yes		Officer safety

		78		6/27/22 23:18:08		6/27/22 23:24:13		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		I feel safer carrying the taser. It is an additional tool and enables me to attend calls that require the use of taser. If anything I feel less at risk as I know I have it to defend myself if needed, it acts as a visual deterrent in itself.		No		If the public are not presenting a serious/aggravated threat to me or other members of the public, then they are not at risk. The only risk posed is if taser is deployed and the subject becomes injured in the fall: the risk to the general public is very minimal		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If the public realised the risk towards officers that is rising with knives being carried so often, assaults rising, they would support the issuing of tasers. It is non lethal and a very useful tool.		Yes		I think all officers should carry as it would allow all to attend ‘taser’ calls, it would assist resourcing on the frontline and would ensure the safety of all officers carrying. If the funding is there, then why not? 

		79		6/28/22 0:43:35		6/28/22 0:49:31		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Criminals see it and tend to calm down. It’s a deterrent to many people 		No		It’s PPE same as other equipment. A baton is just as dangerous in the wrong hands. Streets are safer with more taser officers. We can respond to marauding terror attacks better and other violent incidents without the needs for specialist units.		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		They may feel safer knowing we have a better capability 		Yes		Safer officers 

		80		6/28/22 2:39:32		6/28/22 2:43:41		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		CID		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Taser is not as effective as portrayed in the media		Yes		Am I crease in the use of Taser will inevitably cause an increase in weaponisation of offenders - see USA for reference		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes				No		Taser should only be issued to those who are competent under pressure

		81		6/28/22 3:38:01		6/28/22 3:41:06		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales police		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Risk of being sacked		No		Unlikely to cause them harm unless it’s pointed at them and the trigger pulled 		Yes				No		Too much paperwork if I do it every time I touch someone 		Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		Yes		No		No		Worried about deaths		Yes		Officer safety is paramount 

		82		6/28/22 5:34:09		6/28/22 5:39:36		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan Police		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		You are less likely to cause serious injury with a taser than a baton for example. It’s a less lethal option. As long as you can justify it’s use you are actually less at risk from repercussions or injuries to yourself 		No		You don’t taser law abiding non aggressive or dangerous  members of the public. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Because of misinformation they don’t know the benefits of it and think it’s dangerous. They need to be informed 		Yes		Why wouldn’t I. As long as someone can pass a course and use it appropriately, everyone should have one! 

		83		6/28/22 7:08:24		6/28/22 7:12:13		anonymous				Yes 		SWP		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		CID		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		I feel it is a deterrent and adds an extra tool to your arsenal to use if needed 		No		I feel it puts them at less risk, if a subject can be dealt with by the use of taser there is less risk to the public and the officers as there will be fewer fights between officers and a subject 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Only the horror stories ever get disseminated to the public and they view social media as real and accurate information 		Yes		It’s a safety measure. However I feel it should only be given to officers with more experience of front line policing as you do not want it to become a taser fits all approach, officers need to learn to utilise tac comma effectively and diffuse situations verbally rather than drawing taser every time 

		84		6/28/22 8:41:38		6/28/22 8:44:35		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Traffic		Yes		Yes				Fired;		No								Inital Police training school		No				No		Effective means of neutralising threats to innocent members of public and those who are psychologically unwell 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		85		6/28/22 8:40:16		6/28/22 8:51:29		anonymous				Yes 		SWP 		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		If used appropriately and training is adhered to then no harm should come to the user or others simply because a officer is carrying a taser. 		No		As previous answer 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I think they would believe that it will make the public safer		Yes		I think it would make all officers and the public safer, however I think the 15 month delay on training is good because officers need to know how to cope with confrontation and how to handle an incident without taser as carrying taser can create an artificial feeling of safety. 

		86		6/28/22 9:19:15		6/28/22 9:23:30		anonymous				Yes 		south wales 		Female		36 - 49		8 years +		PSU		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		its a visual deterrent 		No		I have a better chance of apprehending suspects and protecting public at large 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		No		too much negative press		Yes		gives officers better tactical options in the current climate 

		87		6/28/22 7:51:29		6/28/22 9:50:24		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Carrying taser can act as more of a deterrent 		No		Acts more of a reassurance 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes		The threats and violence that officers face particularly regarding knives and weapons has massively increased 		Yes		I do support it however I do believe that some officers would not be suited to it!

		88		6/28/22 11:12:33		6/28/22 11:17:27		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Male		36 - 49		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		No		Been off work for a little bit 		NA (Never used);		No								On completion of their probation		No		It’s an extra deterrent.  Something else in your arsenal 		No		It’s there to protect the public when needed		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Television 		Yes		No		No				No		The incapability of some officers

		89		6/28/22 13:18:29		6/28/22 13:24:38		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		Incident where there is mention or markers for weapons such as firearms or machetes  		During their two year probationary period 		No		If trained correctly and used in the correct where is works as an effective deterrent for violence either by actual use or by informing the subject you’re carrying taser 		No		Officers are trained to use taser and will only use it in the right circumstances when the risk to persons is great due to the actions of the subject. It protects the public 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Because they believe it will help prevent crime and protect people		Yes		Because the nature of crimes is becoming more dangerous and unpredictable whereby other use of force may no longer be suffice 

		90		6/29/22 9:09:11		6/29/22 9:11:26		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Female		36 - 49		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				Inital Police training school		No		It is a deterrent 		No		It can protect them and eliminate danger		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Due to knife crime		Yes		To protect the protectors

		91		6/29/22 9:09:47		6/29/22 9:11:51		anonymous				Yes 		D&C		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Training		No												No		N/A		Inital Police training school		No		Deterrent, officer safety. Prevention. 		No		Deal with incidents quicker and safer, minimising risk, also deterrent for people who may think to escalate a situation. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I think they would agree from a safety perspective 		Yes		Officer safety as a priority, public protection. 

		92		6/29/22 9:10:47		6/29/22 9:13:09		anonymous				Yes 		West Mercia		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				No		Use of force form doesn’t work		Yes		Taser;Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Greater deterrent of crime and prevents escalation		Yes		As above, and great protection. In my force everyone is single crewed (apart from nights) and in some areas there is only one officer for 20-30 miles

		94		6/29/22 9:15:31		6/29/22 9:19:12		anonymous				Yes 		Avon and Somerset 		Female		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Sent to jobs requiring taser, also possibly provocation 		No		It’s an option to deal with violent offenders and protect the public and colleagues 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		From what I have seen in the media 		No		I don’t personally want one. It should be optional for all front line officers 

		95		6/29/22 9:15:12		6/29/22 9:20:28		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales 		Female		36 - 49		8 years +				No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		It is a deterrent not a hinderance 		No		Less lethal option than a firearm 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		Yes		No		Yes		Most recognise the need for additional less lethal protection for officers and subjects		Yes		I think it should be personal choice but should be available to all

		96		6/29/22 9:17:29		6/29/22 9:21:49		anonymous				Yes 		Warwickshire 		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		No												No		.		During their two year probationary period 		No		The public seem to do what you want quicker of you have a taser officer on scene 		No		It’s less long term injury than a batton and has instant results normally 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		Yes		Safety 		Yes		Unfortunately there is less and less officers on shift and safety of the officers needs to improve 

		97		6/29/22 9:20:11		6/29/22 9:23:22		anonymous				Yes 		SYP		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		A taser is an extra bit of PPE, whilst you may get deployed to more serious incidents EG a knife job/violent incident. It is a tool to keep you safe which you wouldn’t normally carry. 		No		The public are not more at risk, it is a tool to use if and when needed. Just like they aren’t at risk when we carry a baton. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		No		Unsure 		Yes		It’s an extra part of PPE, with how many little officers there are it cold be useful to give us an extra layer on PPE 

		98		6/29/22 9:24:02		6/29/22 9:27:34		anonymous				Yes 		Northants 		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Traffic		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		You will be sent to the more risky jobs because you have a taser		No		How can it put the public more at risk 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		All of the above bar the police sites		No		No		Yes		Because the majority are behind the police, and want them protected		Yes		Because it is 2022, not Dixon of the Dock Green, and in any event he was shot in the end.

		99		6/29/22 9:22:40		6/29/22 9:28:22		anonymous				Yes 		Warwickshire		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Provides a visual deterrent to offenders. Further it allows for dealing with confrontation at a distance preserving officers safety.		No		Allows for confrontation and violent behaviour to be managed in the least impactive way possible. It is a better option than using batons or everyone piling on aggressive people. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Public do not understand about taser.		No		I support offering the opportunity for taser to all: subject to an application process and passing the course. The standards should not be dropped.

		100		6/29/22 9:36:43		6/29/22 9:40:04		anonymous				Yes 		Surrey		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		CID		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		Yes		People are more likely to use excessive force on an Officer with a Taser 		Yes		People getting in the way of the taser and it being used on the wrong person accidentally 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Television 		Yes		No		Yes		Safety for officers 		Yes		Safety especially due to the lack of officers 

		101		6/29/22 9:40:31		6/29/22 9:43:25		anonymous				Yes 		Lancashire 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Wanted person with markers 		On completion of their probation		No		Safety tool incase an incident kicks off, people are aware of tasers as they are pava 		No		Officers use when needed to protect themselves and others 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		It’s a protection tool, to safeguard officers and others. Pepper spray does not always work and due to staff shortages I think it is useful 		Yes		Should be an officers choice 

		102		6/29/22 9:40:43		6/29/22 9:44:45		anonymous				Yes 		Met police		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Dog section		Yes		No		Lack of time with other training commitments 		Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		No		No		The public seem not to have confidence in police		Yes		It is less harmful than a baton, less chance of the officer being injured. A good deterrent 

		103		6/29/22 9:37:02		6/29/22 9:45:45		anonymous				Yes 		Derbyshire		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Training		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		More often than not you'll be sent to those higher risk jobs anyway without a taser so its a useful tool to have in thise situations. Its also another tactical option to use at range before having to get hands on where assaults etc are more likely 		No		Its a less lethal option than alternatives such as strikes or baton		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		A lack of education means that the publics perception of taser usage is very different to how they are actually used. I think the public view them as a harsh weapon that the police use against people.		Yes		They're an incredibly useful tool and provide another tactical option in any scenario and are more effective and safer than alternatives

		104		6/29/22 9:44:44		6/29/22 9:46:02		anonymous				Yes 		North wales		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		105		6/29/22 9:44:37		6/29/22 9:46:37		anonymous				Yes 		Nottingham 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		N/a		During their two year probationary period 		No		Think it makes you safer 		No		It’s for their safety as well 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		106		6/29/22 9:46:04		6/29/22 9:48:21		anonymous				Yes 		Met 		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Pro active 		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		News		No		No		No				Yes

		107		6/29/22 9:46:09		6/29/22 9:49:29		anonymous				Yes 		Cleveland 		Female		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		It puts you at risk in terms of disciplinary action, in our force we were told that any UOF for taser will be immediately reviewed and you’re taser card will be taken off you		No		Because we only use it when absolutely necessary and I’ve only ever used it in cases of people trying to harm themselves, it is less lethal force 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Because the public think we use them to cause harm, the majority of the time it is a last resort to extreme violence of threatening behaviour when all other tactical options have failed or are either not sufficient 		No		Because not everybody wants one, I think the option should be there as it requires a higher level of accountability however you should be able to opt out 

		108		6/29/22 9:57:21		6/29/22 10:03:23		anonymous				Yes 		Gmp		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Priority		No												No		Na		On completion of their probation		No		I believe that people can become complacent when carrying a taser, however, I believe all the positives outweigh the small negatives. It is a essential piece of PPE and believe the sight of it changes most peoples mindsets		No		The taser does not give a dangerous amount of electricity. It is no more dangerous for the public than hitting a person with a batton		No		I haven't completed the training yet so can not talk about the training		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I believe the majority of the public would support. They are aware of the dangers officers face and if an officer needs the equipment to keep the public and themselves safe then they would support		Yes		I believe that every officer should have access to all PPE that can be given to them. You never know when you'll attend a job that didn't sound like a taser was needed but it was

		111		6/29/22 9:59:07		6/29/22 10:04:36		anonymous				Yes 		Lincolnshire		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		I believe that presence of taser can sometimes de escalate a situation. However there are incidents where a taser would be required but a trained officer may not be readily available, therefore untrained (taser) cops will still have to deal		No		I believe that taser provides additional protection to pu loc to deal with violent / armed criminals. It provides police officers with additional tools		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The majority of public, I believe would support taser, as they believe it is used to deal with violent people or those armed with bladed weapons. Thus keeping them safe		Yes		Taser is a less than lethal option. It provides officers with additional tools to use. 

		112		6/29/22 10:03:08		6/29/22 10:06:39		anonymous				Yes 		Warwickshire		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		CID		No												Yes		Violence involving a weapon		On completion of their probation		No		Job needs to be attended anyway. More availability means more support available which is safer		No		Less lethal option. Traditional escalation of force would be baton which had a higher injury potential 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Comparison against other policing authorities globally. They would support the issuing of firearms. This is a much less impact I’ve option. 		Yes		Safety

		113		6/29/22 10:02:28		6/29/22 10:07:51		anonymous				Yes 		Sussex		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		It's really hard to say yes or no - it depends on the situation. Some jobs, the high vis nature of a tader can escalate conflict and make it hard for the STO officer to get close and either get hands on or deescalate with tac comms. Other times it really is all you can use when the situation is dangerous. The answer varies according to the situation.		No		There's no reason for it to unless perhaps a suspect gets hold of one! 		Yes				No		Sometimes it is not practicable with the existing workload to complete one immediately but everything gets covered in a statement and a UoF can be added when able. 		Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		People would perceive it as an escalation in the arms race between police and criminals. They may feel it indicates police becoming harder or more militaristic. People may be worried offenders are more likely to die or come to serious harm during interactions with police. 		No		I think there is a place for tasers and there is a place for officers without them. We need both types of officer available at jobs. 

		114		6/29/22 9:56:53		6/29/22 10:08:26		anonymous				Yes 		Humberside Police		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Taser, when worn overtly is an excellent deterrent to a lot of violent subjects and it's simple presence, in my experience allowed for a safe compliant detention of a subject rather than having to use UDT or other equipment techniques to gain and maintain compliance.		No		Similarly to the answer above, TASER training is thoughroully planned and the tactics used enable officers to deal with a wide range of incidents to protect officers and the public from potentially violent subjects rather than rile them up to a point where they pose a risk to the public. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If properly disseminated, information regarding the issue and use of TASER would allow the wider public to see the great deterrent effect that TASER has on potentially volatile subjects and they will be able to see that violent crime could be safely resolved and mitigated by its use.		Yes		At my station, it is often that 2-6 officers will cover 300 square miles of of patrol area and should an assistance call be made the fastest backup is in excess of 40 minutes away with specialist units even further. The routine issue of TASER would allow for a wider range of incidents to be able to be resolved with less officers and a less overt show of force (Armed officers or protected PSU serials) and could potentially reduce officer casualties. 

		115		6/29/22 10:07:02		6/29/22 10:09:26		anonymous				Yes 		Greater Manchester Police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Still deployed to the same incidents but now have the kit to protect myself and colleagues		No		Better able to protect them		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The (silent) majority are generally pro-police		Yes

		116		6/29/22 10:14:43		6/29/22 10:18:33		anonymous				Yes 		Humberside 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								Inital Police training school		Yes		Erm, it’s difficult more at risk because we get sent to the jobs however we are more protected because we have one 		No		Don’t see how it would? If we have a taser we can respond to an incident such as a knife 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		News		No		Yes		Yes		Safeguards both the officer and members of the public 		Yes		All officers should feel safe. It should be the minimum standard, majority of other countries officers have guns! We need more to protect ourselves Pava isn’t enough. 

		117		6/29/22 10:16:26		6/29/22 10:18:42		anonymous				Yes 		Sussex		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								Inital Police training school		No		Its a tool for officer saftey. Its effective deterrent it just being on my person		No		Its the least use of force compared to other options on your belt / vest		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Most people know the police struggle dealing with situations		Yes		Its basic PPE

		118		6/29/22 10:16:22		6/29/22 10:19:11		anonymous				Yes 		Northumbria		Male		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								Inital Police training school		No		I don’t believe that it affects the public or their behaviour so the risk for me stays the same		No		Again, there is no more risk as the officer who has the taser is trained well		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The majority of the public support the police and the decisions they make		Yes		Every officer faces the same dangers and should be equipped the same

		119		6/29/22 10:16:03		6/29/22 10:20:55		anonymous				Yes 		West Yorkshire Police 		Male		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		It actually acts as more of a deterrent 		No		It has no affect on the public, it should make them feel more safe		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The majority of public support the police and only want them to have the correct tools to deter crime		Yes		Train staff up and if they pass the course then they are competent.  It is up to every officer to justify why they have used taser

		120		6/29/22 10:15:04		6/29/22 10:21:57		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan Police		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Training		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Generally speaking I believe Taser is used as a tool for compliance, more often than not, a red dot challenge seem to work before the need to deploy the taser.		No		Someone who needs to be tasered pesents a higher risk of harm to themselves and the public than the device itself.  		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;Baton ;		Social media 		No		No		No		The publics trust of the Met Police is very low at the moment		Yes		To all officers who want to carry a taser, it should not be compulsory 

		121		6/29/22 10:17:20		6/29/22 10:22:57		anonymous				Yes 		Staffordshire Police		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Carrying a taser offers a deterrent, it's presence is enough to change a situation let alone its use, therefore putting officers less at risk.		No		Much more vital tool when dealing with an individual in a public setting, although there is a risk to other members of the public, risk is minimal.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		A lot of negativity around police use of force in recent years, think education needs to come to gain public support.		Yes		They are crucial when used as often work immediately, however also crucial when not used, having a taser visibly present on the vest can be enough of a deterrent to those being arrested.

		122		6/29/22 10:24:59		6/29/22 10:26:34		anonymous				Yes 		Police Scotland 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No				No		Not applicable 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		123		6/29/22 10:25:44		6/29/22 10:28:44		anonymous				Yes 		Norfolk		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		CID		No												No		Had to wait to enter the address waiting for taser officers die to potential presence of a knife 		Inital Police training school		No		It is a great tool which increases Officer and public safety 		No		As above 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Sometimes maybe but in general they have a poor perception 		Yes		It is a great less lethal tool! I’ve seen it used more than once and in those situations serious hard could have been caused to subject and officers of taser was not used. There are also incidents where firearms could have been used but taser was chicken ultimately saving suspects lives as well

		124		6/29/22 10:26:40		6/29/22 10:31:46		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Part of officer skills in connection with ndm		No		Less injury caused from taser than batons or cs 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If explained reasons for application and given evidence on low injury 		Yes		To use for self protection and that of public 

		125		6/29/22 10:34:22		6/29/22 10:37:08		anonymous				Yes 		 		Male		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		CID		No												No				Inital Police training school		No		Everyone who wants one should have one then anyone can attend all incidents		No		Protects the public, often the suspect and the officers		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Majority of law abiding people would support officers in being safe and privid8ng a more comprehensive role out		Yes		A probationer could go to same job as a 25 year experienced cop! Makes no different on the level of violence against police 

		126		6/29/22 10:09:11		6/29/22 10:39:43		anonymous				Yes 		The British Transport Police		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		PSU		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No				No		Because the same use of force justification applies		No				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		No trust in police due to lack of knowledge, ignorance and media bias.		No		I wouldn't trust some colleagues with a whistle let alone a taser.

		127		6/29/22 10:34:55		6/29/22 10:41:26		anonymous				Yes 		North Wales		Male		50 +		8 years +		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Risk is part of the role, if you are facing an individual where taser is an option then the risk is the same with or without		No		I have over 20 years front line. The taser is not the risk, the actions of the individual causes that risk		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The majority of people support the police, sadly the one who voice their criticism of most policies are usually the only ones heard		Yes		Best tool in the box, it is visible and effective

		128		6/29/22 10:41:30		6/29/22 10:47:06		anonymous				Yes 		West Yorkshire Police		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		I don’t believe it puts me at anymore risk. I feel it provides an extra level of safety		No		No impact on the public at all		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		Social media has a lot to answer for. The public do not understand the risk posed to the subject and officers. They do not understand deployment criteria. They are influenced by incidents where people have died after a Taser has been used but this is known to be because of underlying health issues. The public see this as excessive force. Arguably, a baton would cause more injury		Yes		Knife incidents are on the increase. Officers need to be better equipped to deal with this. 

		129		6/29/22 10:49:37		6/29/22 10:52:54		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		36 - 49				Response		No												Yes		Knife incidents mainly. There was an incident of a male with an axe where all officers had to wait in the surrounding ding areas for firearms 		On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		130		6/29/22 10:47:56		6/29/22 10:53:57		anonymous				Yes 		MDP		Male		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								Inital Police training school		No		It’s just another tool (contingency)		No		I think it’s the opposite. My belief it makes them safer. The alternative is an different use of force.  		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		It’s keeps the officer safer & the public safer. 		Yes		It’s keeps the officer safer & the public safer. 

		131		6/29/22 10:51:07		6/29/22 10:57:25		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		Single crewed taser officers with no retention on the x2 could potentially result in the taser being used against them or stolen		No		Used correctly it’s a less lethal use of force that can make a big difference in certain violent situations 		No		Little to no tactical training given, training focused on the use and characteristics alone.		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes				No		Not all officers are capable of passing the assessment and the assessment should not be made easier to accommodate them.

		132		6/29/22 10:51:49		6/29/22 11:02:50		anonymous				Yes 		South Wales Police 		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Situation involving a mentally unstable male being very aggressive on a busy high street while being in possession of his dog. The dog was being used to threaten members of the public with aggressive behaviour and barking. The male was advancing towards officers with the dog between his legs. Myself and another probabtioner at the end of her probation had to attend first due to resources. Neither of us with taser. We could not engage and had to keep retreating unable to defuse the situation u too taser officers arrived.		During their two year probationary period 		No		Enabling officers to carry tasers increases the safety of those officers and others around them, MOP or fellow officers. It gives you an extra piece of PPE that can be used WHEN NECESSARY, to protect yourselves or others. E.g. if there is a spontaneous incident of someone with using a weapon and you’re the first officer on scene without a taser, it’s going to be a lot harder, take more time and increase the risk to those involved.		No		Carrying a taser would increase the safety to the public as it is a more suitable piece of equipment to deal with the increasing incidents of knife crime or other weapons in general. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes		It increases their safety in dealing with incidents where a taser would be required and can defuse a situation more effectively.		Yes		It’s provides an extra piece of PPE to officers which increases their safety and the safety of the MOP. It would enable all officers to attend incidents where PPE (including taser) is required by the Bronze Insp, rather than calls going unanswered due to unsuitable resources, which with the high number of student Constables is more likely.

		133		6/29/22 10:32:49		6/29/22 11:06:44		anonymous				Yes 		Suffolk		Female		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		CID		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Less risk, however asked to attend higher priority jobs with more risk		No		Safer, prevents further offences		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Television 		No		No		No		Think we overuse it - don’t understand. Less lethal option than others		Yes		I’d feel safer with taser 

		134		6/29/22 11:03:08		6/29/22 11:07:34		anonymous				Yes 		Merseyside		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Neighbourhood		No												Yes		Domestic burg where the offender was still inside the property		On completion of their probation		Yes		as you are expected to go into situations first, tasers aren’t guaranteed to work on everyone especially in instances such as ABD. 		No		No as they are seen as a safer alternative to a gun, tasers offer a shock and stop movement for moments really the only way it could go wrong is if the offender has a heart condition that isn’t known about 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		no as I wouldn’t give taser to student officers (i am one myself) as we don’t have enough experience in the job to know when taser is needed to be deployed. it may seem as an abuse of power 		No		as mentioned above i think officers with a wide range of experience should carry taser, not students and not people who don’t feel comfortable using one - if you have it on your belt you are expected to be able to use it 

		135		6/29/22 11:07:56		6/29/22 11:14:32		anonymous				Yes 		Merseyside		Female		36 - 49		8 years +		CID		Yes		No		Moved to CID		Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Even carrying it, is preventative, same as BWV. They see the bright yellow Taser being carried and behave better. Even prior to Taser wed have to go to armed jobs, so we arent being sent to higher risk jobs, we can just deal with them with more tools.		No		We can protect them better, same as us. Plus they de escalate situations,  meaning less force used overall. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Television 		No		No		Yes		Can I just mention that I think Merpol taser training is enough, we do a full week. Not so sure a 3 day course in other forces is enough. The majority of th public are sensible and supportive of the police.		Yes		I believe all from tline officer should be equiptwith the knowledge, skills, time and kit to do their role to the best of their ability. Not giving them kit or training, restricts their options

		136		6/29/22 11:14:04		6/29/22 11:16:29		anonymous				Yes 		Met		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		If anything I think it makes you safer		No		Makes them feel safer and can be used in challenging situations		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		No		Public don't support anything lol		Yes		Makes you safer especially if someone comes up against you with a machete and all you have is pava to defend yourself 

		137		6/29/22 11:15:24		6/29/22 11:16:58		anonymous				Yes 		Swp		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes				Yes

		139		6/29/22 11:15:47		6/29/22 11:21:47		anonymous				Yes 		Surrey		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		We deploy to the same incidents, just are more equipped to deal with a threat. 		No		Taser is a use of force to deal with violence. The suspect may be at risk of injuries from falls etc however public are unlikely to be in the way of the taser when fired. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If they understood the rationale behind the use and threat of use then they will understand its benefits. 		Yes		We all face the same risks so should be equally equipped to deal with it. However the initial training of officers would need to be more stringent to make sure people understand the usage and necessity with its use. 

		140		6/29/22 11:30:00		6/29/22 11:32:26		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Safer		No		Used correctly - safe		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		No		No		Yes		Most would		Yes		Makes officers safer

		93		6/29/22 9:13:47		6/29/22 9:17:01		anonymous				Yes 		South Yorkshire police		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		From what I have seen it is a deterrent & people we deal with know our advantages with a taser. 		No				Yes

		109		6/29/22 9:58:41		6/29/22 10:03:56		anonymous				Yes 		Hampshire 		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Neighbourhood		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Despite having the additional PPE, officers with taser are turned to when there is a risky incident or one that could result in injury. 		No		I don’t think it puts the public at more risk, more so that it protects them as it can be used in a dangerous situation which will mean the public are kept safe. If there were lots of reports of misuse of a taser then I would say it could put the public at higher risk

		110		6/29/22 10:03:20		6/29/22 10:04:08		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire 		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes				No

		138		6/29/22 11:19:49		6/29/22 11:20:31		anonymous				Yes 		NYP		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No

		141		6/29/22 11:24:31		6/29/22 11:33:26		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire 		Male		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Neighbourhood		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		In everyday policing carrying a taser is unlikely to draw anymore risk than captor or a baton. Only when dispatched to high risk jobs would the risk level rise.		No		Most of the public now expect police to carry taser and in my experience are surprised when you haven't got one. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Spray;Baton ;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		As before most expect us to already be carrying  		Yes		The ability to have a taser and not use it far out ways not having it and needing it. 

		142		6/29/22 11:23:48		6/29/22 11:35:38		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Being a Taser officer means we are deployed to the riskier jobs ONLY WHEN that risk is known. However, there is nothing stopping a non-taser Officer going to a routine job that suddenly would turn into a ‘taser job’. So no, where the risk is known, you could argue we are at more risk, however, having a taser reduces that risk.		No		If anything, it should add confidence. We don’t live in wonderland and the UK has rife knife crime at the minute. Should an incident involving a knife take place, you should expect a taser officer not to be too far away. Any members of the public who feel intimidated by an officer simply armed with a taser would arguably be the same type that would whinge if the officer didn’t use it in time during an attack on a Member of the public. Swing. And. Roundabouts. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;Baton ;		Social Media and News		No		No		No		There’s far too much criticism around taser from people who have never held nor been close to a taser in their lives *Cough* Sophie Khan. Unfortunately, people already have their thoughts on Taser and when that’s the case, it’s not something that will change quickly. It will take a lot of time and a number of good and bad taser deployments for them to even consider altering their opinion if at all. Taser deployment to all UK officers should and will happen with or without the support of the public. Unfortunately, it is just one of them. 		Yes		As above in a few questions back regarding risk. Where there is known risk, Taser officers are deployed. However, when the risk is unknown non taser officers are usually dispatched because there’s no specific mention of a threat which should raise eyebrows and a confused facial expression when you really think about it. However, again, a taser is an extra piece of kit that could save yourself, public and even suspects from injury. And you never know when you might need one in that split second moment when the routine MH job you go to turns into the suspect running at your colleague with a knife that they didn’t admit they had to the call Handler. Or when they go to plunge it in themselves. TLDR - every cop should have Taser, if they don’t want it, then they should really consider whether frontline policing is for them. 

		143		6/29/22 11:45:24		6/29/22 11:48:44		anonymous				Yes 		West mercia police		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Knife job		During their two year probationary period 		No		Tazer is a firearm in addition to pava it gives you more tactical options in difusing a threat.		No		It allows officers to detain a suspect with a weapon. Pava has the chance to effect individuals in a small region of the deployment. Tazer does not		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		No		Gun culture		Yes		It aids officers to better protect themselfs and the public

		144		6/29/22 11:43:20		6/29/22 11:49:42		anonymous				Yes 		Cleveland		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Non Taser officers will attend incidents regardless		No		Cannot see how it could		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		Yes		No		Cost implications		No		The amount of people that leave the job within 5 years it would be uneconomical

		146		6/29/22 11:59:55		6/29/22 12:23:49		anonymous				Yes 		Devon and cornwall		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Fired;Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		The taser is a visual deterrent, even in its holster the bright yellow colour makes it clear to people what it is and this can help to deescalate situations		No		I have gone through training to teach me when to use a taser. I believe that I am responsible and will only ever use the taser at the appropriate time and for the correct reason. There is no reason for any member of the public to be concerned about me carrying a taser unless they pose a risk to other members of the public, my colleagues or myself.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		The public only see or hear about policing through social media or mainstream media when something has gone wrong and this gives them a warped view of policing. Much of the information the public get is from social media and many of the videos they see do not give a full and accurate record of the events, often the video will just see officers tasering and restraining a suspect, there will be no context as to why this has happened, and as such many of the public believe that police are already heavy handed, due to this I do not believe that many of them would support further "arming" of police. The other issue is that the taser is shaped like a gun, which many people see as a police officer being armed. The taser looks much more threatening than a can of captor spray.		Yes		I believe that any officer that wants to carry taser, is competent and has passed the appropriate training and has been deemed responsible by senior officers should be given the opportunity to carry taser. However I do believe that the training needs to continue to ensure that officers are fully competent.

		147		6/29/22 12:10:39		6/29/22 12:25:05		anonymous				Yes 		South Yorkshire Police		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								On completion of their probation		No		From my own experience, I feel that the taser device functions as an additional visual deterrent to a lot of individuals. I also feel that I am able to use this as another tool in dangerous scenarios, allowing me another opportunity to protect myself, colleagues and members of the public. 		No		Under the use of correctly trained and competent officers, I feel taser does not pose any further threat to anyone. It allows officers to use an additional less lethal option to combat both extremely violent individuals causing harm to officers or others, and an option for preventing harm coming to the subject in the right circumstances. Given the data, despite the stigma that taser draws, it is a much safer tactic that that of say a baton. Which officers have carried for decades. 		No		Although I believe that the initial taser training is sufficient for the safe use and handling of the device, I would ensure that the application and selection process for training is correctly managed, in that officers should be shown to have a very good understanding of use of force powers and policies, with experience to evidence correct decision making when using force, in like with operational competency, before being selected to undergo taser training.		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		News		Yes		Yes		Yes		The majority of the general public i come accords do seem to support the use of taser. Similarly for a lot of policing matters, issues raised often tend to be those that are controversial and worthwhile to report on media, thus giving the subject more publicity. 		No		I do believe that taser should be a specially trained officer, as it currently stands. I do not believe that all officer wish to carry taser. It should remain a choice, for those willing to undergo the extra scrutiny of its carry and use, along with the additional training. I do however believe that taser should be offered to any officer that meets the competency requirements, and should not be held back for a matter of numbers.

		148		6/29/22 12:27:37		6/29/22 12:29:06		anonymous				Yes 		Dorset		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Television 		No		No		No				Yes

		149		6/29/22 12:39:28		6/29/22 12:43:45		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Potentially being sent to more violent jobs including weapons over colleagues who do not carry taser. Furthermore, at incidents in general you will lead as a taser officer and therefore be at more risk. 		No		Minimal risk to general public. Only risk is if it is fired but this may generally reduce risk of violence. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		To increase their perception of safety 		Yes		We all attend the same jobs with various levels of risk. If you can pass the training and it is supported by your supervision then there is no issue. 

		150		6/29/22 12:39:32		6/29/22 12:45:21		anonymous				Yes 		Civil Nuclear Constabulary 		Male		18 - 25 		5 - 8 years 		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								Inital Police training school		No		It's another use of force option that could prevent harm to myself if used correctly.		No		The deterrent it provides to not fight with officers is effective but also if they do fight in my opinion the risk of physical injury using hand to hand tactics is higher than with a taser deployment.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		There is unnecessary stigma surrounding it in the public eye where people see it almost on the same level as a firearm.		Yes		It is a great bit of kit and it can end an altercation quickly, minimising the risk to both the officers and the subject. Yes there needs to be good training with it, but leaving it only for the select few officers I feel is not using its full potential and risks leaving officers short when it comes to fighting. 

		151		6/29/22 12:43:08		6/29/22 12:46:39		anonymous				Yes 		Cumbria		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes		High risk MFH with PNC warning markers		Inital Police training school		No		You have an extra form of personal protective equipment 		No		The police are highly trained in use of Taser and the repercussions of wrong usage can result in the career ending.		No		More cops needed training.		Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Wrong news story getting shown to the public		Yes		Protects every cop on the front line and leaves a less window of opportunity for assault.

		153		6/29/22 12:56:53		6/29/22 13:01:17		anonymous				Yes 		North Wales		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);		No								On completion of their probation		No		It is another safety tool available to use should spray or baton not work or be applicable 		No		I think they would feel safer knowing officers are the best equipped they can be 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Taser;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I think they believe it would be a good tool for us all to have 		No		I think there needs to be a probationary period completed first to prevent young in service officers from being exploited and exposed too early into service 

		154		6/29/22 13:12:29		6/29/22 13:20:51		anonymous				Yes 		South Yorkshire Police 		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Yes taser officers are deployed when reports of weapons used but the taser cancels out the greater risk.		No		Taser is there to protect the officer and other MoP. There is no extended risk the the vast majority of public and only used appropriately can detain a suspect safely for all.		Yes				No				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		Yes		Vast majority of MoP would support as they are law abiding and will never be on the receiving end of being red dotted or having a pair of taser barbs removed and likely support all officers protecting themselves and other MoP.		Yes		I would like to see all officers receive taser training but then done to individual if they wished to carry taser in their day to day duties as I am aware some colleagues do not. I think Taser can be a great tool in a police officer PPE that can be used even without deployment of it.

		155		6/29/22 13:13:10		6/29/22 13:21:34		anonymous				Yes 		Cheshire		Female		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		I think carrying taser makes you safer as it provides you with another option to use when there is a threat posed to you		No		I think some of the public may see it as a risk but just the presence of taser has a large impact on the behaviour of a person you’re engaging with even if you don’t have it out		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Adds an extra level of safety for officers and people that are posing a threat		Yes		As above, adds an extra level of safety to officers and other option they can utilise to reduce threat. 

		156		6/29/22 13:21:30		6/29/22 13:23:23		anonymous				Yes 		WMP		Male		36 - 49		5 - 8 years 		Operations		No												No				On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		158		6/29/22 14:07:40		6/29/22 14:11:52		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent 		Female		36 - 49		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		I think the calls where you need to use a taser the person will likely be high on drugs and erratic. Also if you use a taser and something happens to their person you will be heavily criticised by everyone. 		No		It will only be used if needed 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Google		No		No		No		The public are anti police, and any force used by the police is criticised. 		Yes		So everyone is protected if needs be. It would keep a suspect at a distance if they were to have a knife or weapon

		159		6/29/22 14:10:35		6/29/22 14:12:14		anonymous				Yes 		GMP		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		N/a		On completion of their probation		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		160		6/29/22 13:57:42		6/29/22 14:24:55		anonymous				Yes 		As of recently I am MOD Police after transferring from a home office force. 		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		It is a fantastic device to aid my self defence against non lethal weapons and defence of others from non lethal weapons. 		No		If they are not committing a crime and are compliant with officers, they have no chance of being tasered. 		No		I believe the answer to this is both yes and no. Front line officers who carry a taser daily and regularly need to use it to defend themselves and others will always be competent in the use of taser. The office bunnies, lazy officers and taser trained officers in specialist departments who only go out on to the streets once every blue moon and only do one refresher a year should not carry a taser in my opinion. 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		No		The public is currently extremely anti Police due to the main stream media and social media. The only time they hear about taser usage is when it has gone wrong therefore that is all they know. 		Yes		It is a fantastic less lethal option which when deployed correctly and in the right circumstances, can neutralise the most violent subjects with little chance of injury. I have personally seen baton strikes, pava spray and physical restraints have little to no effect on certain violent individuals. I have never seen a taser fail to have no effect with the exception of user error (not aiming/ firing device to close to the subject ) and/or other extreme factors such as subject wearing body armour and thick clothing. 

		161		6/29/22 14:35:21		6/29/22 14:39:45		anonymous				Yes 		Police scotland 		Female		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		No												Yes		Knife call		Inital Police training school		No		Reduced risk due to perception by others and confidence that it should work 		No		If they are not doing anything illegal then no need to worry 		No		I cannot comment as I have not had training 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes		Officer and public safety 		Yes		Officer safety

		162		6/29/22 14:47:01		6/29/22 14:50:48		anonymous				Yes 		Greater Manchester Police		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		Na		During their two year probationary period 		No		In my opinion I think it will deter people just having holstered 		No		As when using taser, officers will be consulting the NDM to make sure they choose they ethical option 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		163		6/29/22 14:59:12		6/29/22 15:02:23		anonymous				Yes 		Cleveland		Male		36 - 49		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		The visual of a taser is enough most of the time to calm down the most violent of people.		No		Assists in public safety 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				No		Cost, most forces do not have enough tasers of cartridges to equip all officers. You will get trained officers reporting for duty and unable to carry. 

		164		6/29/22 14:59:27		6/29/22 15:06:47		anonymous				Yes 		Gmp		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Numerous incidents where knives are involved. One particular where a DV offender had assaulted partner and hidden in friends address over the road. When we arrived he had knives and threatened to stab cops who attempted to lock him up. Eventually, action was taken without Taser. The situation developed and offender came toward cops. 		On completion of their probation		Yes		The number of taser officers means that any job with higher risk factors involving weapons, taser cops are requested. Meaning taser cops see more conflict involving weapons. Taser isn't always effective and therefore more risk as they attend more jobs of this nature. 		No		Taser is a less Injury prone option over physical force or baton use. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The vast majority of the public have faith in the police and understand the use of knives is common place in modern society. They want cops who are equipped to deal with violent situations and keep them safe. 		Yes		Same answer. Violence with weapons is common place. The equipment we carry isn't on an equal level to a machete or similar weapons used by criminals. 

		165		6/29/22 15:37:35		6/29/22 15:42:43		anonymous				Yes 				Male		36 - 49		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Knife incident		On completion of their probation		Yes		People see the added equipment at your disposal and feel threatened		No		Knifes and other weapons are already prevalent, taser gives the public added protection by better equipping officers		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		They see it as a deterrent but often don’t consider other implications 		Yes		With the right training it’s a valuable asset and negates the need for arv deployment 

		166		6/29/22 16:25:26		6/29/22 16:32:13		anonymous				Yes 		Essex		Prefer not to say		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 				Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Arced ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Face same risks as anyone else just have an extra tool to deal with risks		No		Reduces risk to the public. Better ability to quickly resolve weapons incidents and presentation of taser often resolves problems without need for deployment.		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Anti-Police rhetoric and narrative is too prevalent		No		Officers should know and have experience of how to deal with conflict without Taser. Every Officer outside of their probation should routinely carry Taser and have them available (particularly CID’s and ‘non frontline’ roles) but it shouldn’t be issued to people who have little or no experience of conflict resolution (student officers). Would also help to control the cost implications.  

		167		6/29/22 16:41:24		6/29/22 16:43:07		anonymous				Yes 				Male		36 - 49		8 years +		CID		Yes		No				Fired;Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								Inital Police training school		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		Yes				Yes

		168		6/29/22 16:52:43		6/29/22 16:59:54		anonymous				Yes 		Staffordshire		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		No												Yes		Suspect with a knife		On completion of their probation		No		Taser is a tool in order to mitigate the risk to the officer as an addition tactical option for conflict resolution.		No		Taser enables officers to subdue and detain violent/dangerous individuals faster than other equipment issued, which allows police to better protect the public. As for the subject, research into taser has shown it to be far less risk to welfare than other uses of force.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		While it is often in the news about the Times taser incidents go wrong and small groups/individuals will shout the loudest spreading the word against taser, I strongly feel from my general interactions with the public day to day, that the majority are supportive of anything that will help keep officers and general public safe.		Yes		Officers are being sent to situations of high risk, danger, and when the presence of weapons is known anyway when policy would dictate it should be a taser officer pair going. Due to lack of numbers, any unarmed officer is being sent regardless. Furthermore, any incident at any time could turn hostile and dangerous. All officers should have the best equipment available to them to allow them do carry out their duties safely and effectively.

		169		6/29/22 16:57:34		6/29/22 17:01:51		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan 		Male		36 - 49		8 years +				Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Gives you a reactionary gap between you and suspect		No		Reduces risk to the public 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes		But once they are out of their probation and shown they are proficient.

		170		6/29/22 17:02:41		6/29/22 17:06:33		anonymous				Yes 		South wales police		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		No												No		N/a		Inital Police training school		No		It's a tool used to protect 		No		See above answer		Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Make them feel safer		Yes		To protect officers and members of the public. 

		171		6/29/22 17:07:20		6/29/22 17:09:56		anonymous				Yes 		Devon and Cornwall		Female		50 +		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Most people assume we have taser anyway		No		If it is used as trained it is safe and diffuses situations		No		I haven’t completed it so can’t comment 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		News		No		No		Yes		The majority of people want Police to have the best tools for the job		Yes		It increases safety for officers and the public 

		172		6/29/22 17:08:47		6/29/22 17:11:37		anonymous				Yes 		Met Police 		Male		18 - 25 		5 - 8 years 		Proactive		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		It is a tool I feel safer carrying		No		Taser is there for protection of the public and incapacitation of violent offenders		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		They should appreciate more coverage to protect them		Yes		It’s a necessary tool in this day and time

		173		6/29/22 16:43:21		6/29/22 17:23:40		anonymous				Yes 		Norfolk		Male		36 - 49		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Training and correct use of the NDM minimises the risk.		No		All taser officers have stringent training. They have to demonstrate their knowledge of the NDM and give examples of and evidence usage of risk assessments on application for a taser. This ensures a high level of competency and minimises risk to the public		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		While i believe a large portion of the public would support. Most taser incidents in the public domain are on social media platforms which purposefully paint a bad picture of the use of taser. Social media has a huge influence on public perception.		Yes		Only If they are safe and competent and successfully pass the training. It gives officers greater options and means they can be deployed to a larger variety of incidents which is more efficient than having to wait for taser trained officers.

		174		6/29/22 18:03:02		6/29/22 18:05:33		anonymous				Yes 		PSNI		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Neighbourhood		No												Yes		Male with a knife threatening officers		On completion of their probation		No		Police in Northern Ireland are all routinely carrying firearms so Taser would create no additional threat		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Physical restraint ;Baton ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		175		6/29/22 18:14:26		6/29/22 18:18:27		anonymous				Yes 		Met police		Female		50 +		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				Inital Police training school		No		Less risk due to suspect being more compliant 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		No		Media makes us look bad, public have poor perception of police officers		Yes		Safety of self and colleagues especially when faced with a knife 

		176		6/29/22 18:18:05		6/29/22 18:20:04		anonymous				Yes 		Durham		Male		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Greater chance of being sent to a risky job		No		Level of training is so that it means officers are safe		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		177		6/29/22 18:19:08		6/29/22 18:20:41		anonymous				Yes 		PSNI		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		No												Yes				Inital Police training school		No				No				No				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		178		6/29/22 10:24:27		6/29/22 18:28:00		anonymous				Yes 		Humberside		Male		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;Fired;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		More likely to be deployed to incidents involving weapons/threats towards officers.		No		It is very rarely used and when used it only if the circumstances warrant it. Most likely the circumstances will be to protect someone often the public. If anything it offers an element of risk reduction to the public should they require assistance.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		News		No		No		No		The current reporting of use of taser is predominantly negative, most headlines relate to the rare occasion it goes wrong with minimal mention of the regular occasions that it has had a successful deployment or involvement in safely concluding an incident.		Yes		Every officer attending an ongoing incident is as likely to face a threat that would benefit from taser as another. Just because an officer doesn't have a taser doesn't mean a suspect will act any differently.

		181		6/29/22 18:51:21		6/29/22 18:54:15		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan 		Male		36 - 49		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		No		Lapsed and not updated yet. 		Drawn;		No								On completion of their probation		No		It removes risk. 		No		Wouldn’t create risk just by having it. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Another deterrent 		Yes		Extra protection. 

		182		6/29/22 19:23:59		6/29/22 19:27:03		anonymous				Yes 		Derbyshire 		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Because Taser cops are limited which means you are disproportionately called to aggressive jobs.		No		Because it naturally diffuses situations in order to keep people safe.		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Television 		No		No		No		They already see us as dangerous meatheads! They'd see it s not like giving every Rottweiler a pistol 		Yes		It keeps people safe and diffuses conflict in a non lethal way

		183		6/29/22 20:06:36		6/29/22 20:10:34		anonymous				Yes 		Norfolk		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No		N/A		During their two year probationary period 		No		Yes they attend more risky jobs initially but on the other hand, a non taser office could go to a job and have a weapon pulled on them.		No		I think the public are glad to see taser trained officers. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Television 		No		No		Yes		Safety for them and the officer. 		Yes		I think it should be made part of the initial 2 year training. Some officers police rural areas and have no back up for miles. 

		184		6/29/22 20:13:48		6/29/22 20:18:48		anonymous				Yes 		Merseyside Police		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												Yes		Male throwing entire gym out of 1st floor flat.		During their two year probationary period 		No		Aggressive People tend to respond to taser officers more 		No		If it’s used correctly it benefits public safety 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		Yes		Reasonable people recognise that the behaviour of some is getting worse, can be used as a deterrent to those assaulting constables 		Yes		I’d personally feel safer carrying one, I’m a 5ft female

		185		6/29/22 20:25:07		6/29/22 20:29:57		anonymous				Yes 		West mids		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		You get sent to the jobs where weapons are being used and high risk incidents		No		It is only used as a last resort and generally causes minimal harm		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		The vast majority of public are law abiding. The only negative are generally criminals		Yes		It's a great piece of kit that prevents officers getting hands on

		186		6/29/22 21:41:53		6/29/22 21:46:15		anonymous				Yes 		North Wales		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		No		Taser is a deterrent when dealing with conflict!		No		Don’t understand why Taser would be more at risk. It protects officers and public more than being at risk		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Spray;Physical restraint ;Taser;		Television 		No		No		No		Public don’t understand how it works, when it’s used and why it’s used 		Yes		From experience Taser is a great piece of equipment when dealing with conflict.

		187		6/29/22 22:28:58		6/29/22 22:32:38		anonymous				Yes 		GMP		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Usually sent to more riskier jobs		No		Protects the public from violent and volatile offenders 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Knife crime statistics increasing 		Yes		It’s a vital piece of kit which could potentially preserve the life of officers, general public and even suspects 

		188		6/29/22 22:49:13		6/29/22 22:50:23		anonymous				Yes 		METROPOLITAN POLICE 		Male		18 - 25 		2 - 5 years		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No				Yes

		189		6/29/22 22:56:21		6/29/22 22:58:58		anonymous				Yes 		Cleveland 		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No				Inital Police training school		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		Yes		Yes		No				Yes

		190		6/29/22 23:02:28		6/29/22 23:05:21		anonymous				Yes 		Northumbria		Male		26 - 35		8 years +		Neighbourhood		Yes		Yes				Red dotted ;Drawn;		No								During their two year probationary period 		No		Additional PPE to protect self and others		No		Able to deal with greater threats		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Less lethal option, increase in knife crime		Yes		Crucial tactical option 

		191		6/30/22 1:40:33		6/30/22 1:44:12		anonymous				Yes 		Metropolitan Police 		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Response		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Taser already has a bad reputation through poor and I'll judged usage 		No		No worse then other tactical options		No		It's a 2 day course. 		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		No due to a lack of trust		Yes		It should be optional for anyone

		192		6/30/22 3:32:31		6/30/22 3:47:23		anonymous				Yes 		West Mids		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		Whilst you may be sent to higher risk jobs, you/ the rads can never truly know what you are walking into- carrying taser or not you might be faced with someone armed with a weapon. Taser is a less “harmful” option to pava, but honestly as a non taser officer, it’s nice to have a taser officer with you just as that little bit of extra protection. Red dotting and arching have also proved very effective in gaining control and compliance over those actively resisting arrest or lawful commands. 		No		As explained above, having both taser and pava mean you SHOULD gain control of the situation much quicker. 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		Yes		Yes		Current “anti-police” climate would have many arguing with anything we do, but upstanding citizens I believe would support 		Yes		My partner carries taser (longer in service than myself) and I will (hopefully) once I am done with PCDA. I appreciate not wanting to give students expensive courses, especially with the retention rate and PCDA students in the job purely for the degree to go off teaching, but it seems surreal to me that not all officers are offered taser training once substantive. Having seen one of our own neighbourhood teams try to tackle a pretty horrific double knife attack on police (with officers being stabbed in the hand) (video is on YouTube- west mids police (brothers guilty of knife attack on officers in West Bromwich) I genuinely believe that if they had taser the incident would not have been as horrific as it was and the situation would have been under control a lot quicker.

		193		6/30/22 9:26:32		6/30/22 9:28:01		anonymous				Yes 		North Yorkshire police		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												Yes				On completion of their probation		Yes				No				Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		194		6/30/22 12:28:29		6/30/22 12:30:16		anonymous				Yes 		Avon and Somerset		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		Response		No												No		N/A		During their two year probationary period 		No				No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Television 		No		No		Yes				Yes

		195		6/30/22 16:39:02		6/30/22 16:50:49		anonymous				Yes 		West Mercia Police		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		Yes				Drawn;Red dotted ;		No								On completion of their probation		Yes		It puts me at more risk because as it stands currently, I’m one of only 3 people on my entire division who carries a TASER and this means that I am sent to most jobs involving a knife etc... TASER is relied upon too much where a full firearms deployment is sometimes required but not possible and so TASER is the fallback.  		No		Any use of TASER is heavily scrutinised, meaning that its usage is likely only used where absolutely necessary. For this reason, it is likely to put the public at LESS risk and not more.  		Yes				Yes				Yes		Taser;Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		There is a lot of negative media coverage, especially in my force area surrounding the death of Dalian Atkinson, so for this reason along with people not understanding when TASER might be used, I don’t think people would support this. 		Yes		The TASER course is intense and hard to pass. If you can pass the course you are more than capable of using and justifying your use of TASER. If you can pass a course then you should be allowed to carry something which could and likely will save lives. If we don’t trust officers to carry a TASER then why are we trusting them to do their job AT ALL? TASER has saved my life or at least protected me from serious harm, however I’m just fortunate to have a TASER. Others might not be so lucky. 

		196		6/30/22 18:16:40		6/30/22 18:19:30		anonymous				Yes 		Met		Female		26 - 35		2 - 5 years		CID		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		It’s an extra tactical option		No		It’s for the protection of the public 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		If they understood the dynamic risk assessment the officer takes and the reason for it use and that it’s for protection of the public and other officers 		No		It’s another option but it should be down to each Officer if they want to carry a taser 

		197		6/30/22 22:59:23		6/30/22 23:04:51		anonymous				Yes 		Devon and cornwall 		Male		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		Response		Yes		No		Qualification elapsed due to transfer of forces		NA (Never used);		No								Inital Police training school		No		On many occasions I feel it acts as a great deterrent 		No		My previous role was firearms so offered a less lethal option also considered preferable to baton		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		Preferable to long term injury potential from use of baton, physical strikes, firearms and dogs etc		Yes		Often single crewed, and taser acts as a deterrent and, offers control of subject with a reactionary gap maintained

		198		6/30/22 23:57:17		7/1/22 0:03:07		anonymous				Yes 		Derbyshire 		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		Yes		Called out to more dangerous jobs, but the taser can and does miss. Not as easy to reload and try again, less likely to go for backup options 		No				Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Taser;Spray;Physical restraint ;		Social media 		No		Yes		No		Seems very effective on social media/tv, thought of as more dangerous than it is. There are bent cops out there; the public know this, why would we arm them. Also feels like we are becoming more American by arming our officers		No		I think people will reach for it too often, neglecting other options. Again I feel like the taser can often be ineffective 

		199		7/1/22 11:14:37		7/1/22 11:22:55		anonymous				Yes 		Gwent		Female		50 +		8 years +		Response		No												No		Male in possession of machete 		On completion of their probation		No		Officers are trained thoroughly to use this appointment and how to respond to various scenarios 		No		As above 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Spray;Taser;		Social media 		No		No		No		Lack of knowledge and understanding of when it can be deployed		No		Should be officers choice 

		200		7/1/22 14:43:58		7/1/22 14:48:27		anonymous				Yes 		Greater Manchester Police		Female		36 - 49		5 - 8 years 		Desk based investigation 		No												No				On completion of their probation		Yes		Adds more to the decision making process, more stuff for them to leg you for, sent to riskier jobs		No		Can resolve incidents more quickly 		Yes				Yes				No		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		They think they’re misused and dangerous thanks to MSM 		No		Not everyone needs or wants one. Would need forced to update their understanding of eyesight and treat contact lenses the same as unaided too. 

		201		7/2/22 12:49:33		7/2/22 12:51:42		anonymous				Yes 		Cumbria Constabulary 		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		It’s discreet, the officer doesn’t have to use it, most crims won’t realise it’s there. 		No		It’s a perfectly safe way of detaining suspects 		Yes				Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		Yes		I think the majority of the public want us to be safe.		Yes		Keep us safe, all officers can attend all jobs, don’t have to wait for back up

		202		7/2/22 21:58:53		7/2/22 22:09:06		anonymous				Yes 		Lancashire		Female		26 - 35		5 - 8 years 		CID		No												Yes		Incidents involving weapons particularly bladed weapons		During their two year probationary period 		No		My partner is taser trained and feels safer with it than without. When with an officer who is taser trained I have often seen people notice the taser and change their behaviour due to it just being carried on an officers kit		No		The public expect us to help in situations most people would run away from. We run into situations where people are at high risk of harm and the right kit can help protect them and ourselves		No		I can only answer this based on taser training for officers who are non taser trained- there should be more training during OST regarding what to do as the non taser officer when one is used. Eg when to step in an handcuff etc		Yes				Yes		Baton ;Physical restraint ;Taser;Spray;		Social media 		No		No		No		Due to the public having no real understanding of a taser, how it works, and when officers would use one they do not understand it. All they see is often incorrect information from very selective video clips circulating online which often generates a negative opinion. However they also don't know what it feels like to go in to a situation and wonder if you'll get out of it in one piece, so it is easy for the public to conclude this from the misinformation they have access to		Yes		Officers should feel as safe as they can at work. If an officer wants a taser, as long as they pass their training for it and are suitable to have one I don't see why they shouldn't. Risk to officers is not getting any better and knife crime/violent crime is only rising so they should have all the kit needed to deal with these situations

		145		6/29/22 12:03:53		6/29/22 12:06:10		anonymous				Retired		Not currently serving 		Female		26 - 35		0 - 2 years				No												No				On completion of their probation		No		Higher level of PPE		No		If used correctly, lowers risk to public 

		152		6/29/22 12:50:15		6/29/22 12:53:03		anonymous				Yes 		Staffordshire		Female		18 - 25 		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No				During their two year probationary period 		No		I think it dramatically reduces risks for both you and MoP- people 80% of the time see that and it descalates situations. 		No		People are less likely to try and fight officers etc

		157		6/29/22 13:51:42		6/29/22 13:53:46		anonymous				Yes 		Merseyside 		Male		26 - 35		0 - 2 years		Response		No												No		Na		On completion of their probation		Yes		More likely to attend jobs where there is increased chance of coming in contact with a weapon		No		Responsible officers carrying them and are well trained to do so

		179		6/29/22 18:48:35		6/29/22 18:48:42		anonymous				No

		180		6/29/22 18:52:30		6/29/22 18:54:01		anonymous				Yes 		CNC		Male		36 - 49		8 years +		Firearms 		Yes		Yes				NA (Never used);






