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Professional Statement
My name is Heather Adele Kirkpatrick and I have an infectious passion for dance, drama and performing arts! 
I am an organized, passionate dance/performing arts educator. I have experience in teaching dance and drama to all ages at Key Stages Two, Three, Four and within Post 16 and Higher Education. I believe you never stop learning and performing arts as subjects demand inclusion, equality, creativity, social and personal skills, the very least you learn is how to be creative! 
Performing Arts within education has the power to touch lives and really make a difference, this is my working ethic, I hope to continue engaging and educating others in a positive and energetic manner. 
Area of Expertise
	· Edexcel BTEC Standards Lead External Verifier
· Strong Communicator
· Performances & Events
· Teaching all Levels
· 100% BTEC results all levels.
	· Masters in Choreography
· Extra Curricular Activities 
· ‘Can do’ Attitude
· Pastoral Care
· Creating Resources 
· Level One, Two, Three BTEC 
	· Excellent classroom management skills.
· Dance Specialist
· Planning
· AQA Moderator
· GCSE, A Level


Professional Experience & Significant Achievements
	
The Arden Theatre School                                                                                               Oct 2010 - Ongoing
Nicholls Campus
Hyde Road
Ardwick
Manchester
M12 6BA
___________________________________________________________________________________
Since October I have worked as a Senior Lecturer at The Arden Theatre School, Manchester. Delivering dance and movement on a range of courses including the BA Hons Musical Theatre and Acting degree courses, Foundation Degree Contemporary theatre, HNC Acting & Dance courses. I have managed the HNC Dance Course and been the lead writer on the new Foundation Degree in Dance Theatre.  I have choreographed and array of performances from Shakespeare to Musicals.  I have also made links between the Further Education and Higher Educational learning in Performing Arts and Dance. I am the lead internal verifier for all courses.  I have delivered workshops on performance skills and taught an array of dance genres including contemporary, jazz, ballet dance and physical theatre. I have written and delivered seminars and lectures in Performance Context and Guidance, Business, Industry and Historical Perspectives as well as advising on dissertations. I also lead on the dance and  acting selection audition team. 
____________________________________________________________________________________


MA Choreography.                                                                                                        Sep 2009 – Sep 2010
Full time Postgraduate Course
School of Performance & Cultural Industries
University of Leeds
Leeds LS2 9JT
Tel; 0113 438 729
______________________________________________________________________________________
I studied full time at the School of Performance and Cultural Industries for my Masters in Choreography. I have had an insightful year and created two major dance works for education, one being about domestic violence in conjunction with Women’s Aid which will headline this year’s White Ribbon Awareness Event. My thesis has considered creativity in education; the knowledge I have gained in this field will no doubt assist and develop my teaching and creativity as an Educator. 



Course Team Leader for Dance & Senior Tutor
Haringey Sixth Form Centre              
White Hart Lane
Tottenham
N17 8HR                                                                                                                           
Tel; 0208 376 6000                                                                                    
	


The Haringey Sixth Form Centre opened new in August 2007. I was responsible for all the dance which takes part in the centre including 14-16, SEN, BTEC courses in Performing Arts and Dance Specialist Awards, Level One, Two and Three. I also contributed to the teaching of Drama, Physical Theatre, Performing Arts Business, Key Skills and PSHE. The centre was brand new back in August 2007 therefore I have established dance and performing arts and contributed to us raising a profile and excellent reputation throughout the College, feeder Schools and the wider Community.  I have ensured there are clear pathways for Students to progress and monitored the curriculum development so that it is appropriate to the needs of our Students. I have been building links with professional Dance and Physical Theatre Companies both London and internationally based. Introducing the concept of ‘Live Performance’ to Students in forms such as regular Theatre visits, Workshops and Festivals. Recent projects have involved ‘Siobhan Davies’, ‘Sadlers Wells’, ‘Matthew Bourne’ and ‘Frantic Assembly’. I have directed cross curricular projects with other creative departments such as Art, Music, Drama and Media. 
Daily I oversaw the Teaching, Creating Schemes of Work, Lesson Planning, Assignment Briefs, Internal Verification and established the Resources from scratch for Dance Students. I have achieved 100% pass rate on the BTEC courses I co-ordinate and teach on.  
I have developed and teach the Level One Performing Arts Units for Vocational Studies and the Performing Arts Business and Production Process Core units for BTEC First Diploma Performing Arts and teach drama and physical theatre on the Level One Course.  
I Manage both curriculum and non based dance within the College, technique classes I teach weekly include Ballet, Contemporary (Graham, Cunningham), Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop and offer Street Dance Enrichments. I  set up a College Based Dance Company which I co run with the Students. I am currently an Edexcel External Verifier for Performing Arts/Dance. I have also been a moderator for AQA.
I was the Senior Tutor, managing 14 tutor groups of first and second years plus have my own Tutor Group. I have extensive pastoral responsibilities including organizing counseling, anger management, connections and housing advice and guidance for Students. I oversee all relationship and sex education. , I write personal statements, deal with day to day issues, and help Students with Career, Financial and Personal decisions. I often work one to one with Students with issues to help them integrate back into education. I have always worked with Students with behavioral issues and have developed skills which enable me to help build better relationships between staff and students.  I challenge poor behavior and find solutions which are appropriate for the individual Student ranging from reports to meetings with Parents/Carers. 
I was a member of the Inclusion Committee at the college as feel strongly about giving all young people equal opportunities.
The remainder of this academic year will see me working collaboratively on  performing arts projects with; London Metropolitan Police, ‘Rambert’, ‘The Cochrane Theatre’ in the West End and ‘The Laban Centre’. I truly believe dance and expressive arts to be one of the most powerful means of communication in terms of creativity and inclusion within education.
Reason for Leaving: Left to pursue my full time studies for my Masters in Choreography.

	Head of Post 16 Dance 
St Brendan’s Sixth Form College
Brislington 
Bristol
BS4 5RQ
Tel; 0117 927 7766                                                                
	Aug 2005 – Jan 2007


Head of all Post 16 Dance in college, including creating, resources and delivering schemes of work for A Level and BTEC Dance and Musical Theatre courses. Creating Choreography for internal and external productions including ‘Grease’, ‘Cabaret’, ‘Fame’ Creating work which fuses dance with other art forms such as media and drama to create dance for camera pieces. To link dance with music studies within the college and external projects
Building links with Bristol’s dance community, work with ‘Dance Bristol’ and the ‘Bristol Dance Centre’ and the National Resource Centre for Dance.  To advise local Partner Schools on key stages two, three and four for dance within the national curriculum. 
Teaching and help resource and set up the BTEC Musical Theatre and Performing Arts Courses. 
Organize visiting workshops and dance professionals to deliver workshops and curriculum based learning opportunities including ‘Kathak and Contemporary Dance.  Frequent trips to London and Bristol to see dance including Dance Umbrella, ‘Richard Alston’,’ Akram Khan’ and ‘Anna Teresa De Keersmaker’. To create and deliver enrichment opportunities for Students in all dance genres including contemporary and street dance with inclusion being the main aim. Charity fundraising events including ‘Cafod and Children in Need Events’.  Establishing a Gifted and Talented weekly master class to offer advanced technique training in Contemporary, Choreography and Ballet.   Designing and implementing a dance uniform for Students to wear.  Raising the profile and professionalism of dance as both a department and curriculum area.
Reason for Leaving: I left this position as I went travelling to Turkey; I learnt the language and volunteered as a dance and english Teacher.  I then returned to the full time position at Haringey Sixth Form. 


]

	Head of Dance
Newall Green High School
Green brow Road
Wythenshawe
Manchester
M23 2SX                                                                                         
Tel; 0161 234 6432                                                                                   
	May 2003 – Jul 2005


Head of Dance in Arts Status Secondary School. In charge of GCSE Dance and GCSE Expressive Arts.
Created Schemes of Work, Lesson Plans and Resources for Key Stages Two, Three and Four. 
Community Dance Leader, delivered dance in the local feeder Primary Schools, created schemes of work for Teachers at the Schools in reference to current curriculum based topics. Offered advice and ongoing support for dance to ensure a smooth transition from Primary to Secondary.  Created Performance opportunities for Students in and around Wythenshawe including Theatre and Open air events such as ‘TWOK’ and the ‘Manchester Arts Festival’. Regular Theatre Visits to Professional Works including ‘Rambert’ and the ‘Australian Ballet Theatre’ helped to use dance to mediate within a deprived Greater Manchester community. 
Taught dance at the local Special School. Creating dance schemes of work and opportunities for their Students to engage with dance in an equal and comfortable zone which enhanced creativity and inclusion. Organized local dance practitioners to come to dance space and deliver classes including ‘Touch Down Dance Company’ 
. Created Choreography for internal and external school based performance pieces. Staged shows included ‘Bugsy Malone’, ‘Our Day Out’, Evening Of Examination Dance’ and numerous Dance Showcases.
Form Tutor for two years for 32 Year Seven Students plus mentor to five Year 10 Students. Had a very active pastoral role within the school, worked closely within the full service school framework for supporting our Students. 
Reason for Leaving: I left Newall Green as I had been offered the position at St Brendan’s. 

Dance/Drama Co Coordinator                                                                                           Oct 2002 – May 2003
Youth Worker
Chapel en le frith Youth Centre
Chapel en le frith
High Peak
Derbyshire                                                                       
SK23 0HD                                                          
Tel; 01298 812 705
Delivering dance within a youth club setting to young people. Creating performance opportunities and educational dance pieces within an environment that young people could drop in and attend rather than within an educational institution. 
Ensuring dance within the youth centre was creative, engaging and accessible to all. 
Working closely with the youth centre manager to create dance opportunity which evolved to meet the youth community need.
Successful projects included a visit to London to Houses of Parliament to discuss arts projects and music and dance showcases. 
It was fantastic to have regular attendance from the young people who had a real sense of responsibility in a none compulsory educational environment. 
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