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[bookmark: _Toc49713582]EXECUTIVE SUMMERY

This report is about the effect of Virtual Learning Environment on understudies learning involvement with University of Wales Trinity Saint David from the London Campus. A Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is an online study hall; it is a computerised space where bosses or training suppliers can have e-learning courses that they would like their staff or understudies to finish. 

The development of this report was made possible by using primary data that come from a questionnaire designed by myself and sent to my university colleagues through my student email. I obtained the answers from my colleagues and after an Excel elaboration I was able to create graphics aimed at a better understanding of the subject.

This report will navigate through the meaning of VLE followed by its advantages and disadvantages and will end with data extracted from a questionnaire previously made by the author of this report.
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The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) does not really need to supplant the physical study hall, as e-learning can supplement more customary ways to deal with instructing, making what is known as a mixed learning condition, or a flipped study hall. 

This report is intended to take as much information needed through a survey to better understand how the VLE impacted the students from UWTSD.

Due to the current pandemic situation I was not able to obtain the answers in any other ways.
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This report’s aim is to know what students from UWTSD think about the Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle) and if any improvement is needed as well as how satisfied the students are with it. 

[bookmark: _Toc49690440][bookmark: _Toc49705229][bookmark: _Toc49713585]RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

The main achievements that this research claims to work on are:

· Taking into consideration the negative and positive aspects of Moodle and learn about all the advantages and disadvantages that have had an impact on the students of UWTSD.
· Ease the understanding of Moodle for the students of UWTDS.
· Help develop the students’ learning methods using Moodle.
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The utilisation of VLEs is frequently restricted, comparative with VLEs' plan highlights and potential. There is a possibility that VLEs can change the learning and teaching methods, in terms of configuration, as they can allow the face-to-face collaboration through the use of any technological device. In any case, conversation facilities (for example the chat box) on VLEs are frequently underused. A long way from changing academic practices, VLEs have reaffirmed conventional methods of instructing and can be recognised as a continuing innovation, affecting negligible improvement (understudies and speakers can get to materials whenever, not just in a timetabled space) however it is not essentially changing the learning and educating process.
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Before looking at the advantages and disadvantages of virtual learning, one shall reveal in more detail the meaning of it and the usefulness:

· Preparing and managing lessons and activities;

· Admittance to computerised learning materials: messages, recordings, pictures, webcasts, and so forth; 

· Gathering conversations and one-on-one visits with an instructor; 

· Submitting schoolwork and different undertakings; 

· Evaluating, following understudies' presentation, giving criticism; 

· Holding live exercises. 

Such a PC supported methodology uncovers new open doors for understudies, instructors, and organisations just as brings new challenges. 

[bookmark: _Toc49690443][bookmark: _Toc49705232][bookmark: _Toc49713588]ADVANTAGES OF VLE 

The motivation to actualise any new innovation is improving something to make it easier and quicker and the VLE execution is not exempted from this rule. Here the main advantages of VLE:

Adaptability 

With the assistance of VLE, the instructive cycle is more adaptable, particularly regarding time. Having perpetual and free admittance to all the learning materials, understudies can undoubtedly adjust their examinations to different plans and exercises. 

Moderateness 

Another huge advantage gave by VLE execution is that getting a degree even at top colleges becomes less expensive since there is no requirement for paying any campus fee. The circumstance is remarkably better for outsiders since they don't need to spend huge aggregates of money on moving out to another nation. 

Straightforward administration 

VLE helps educators to design exercises, oversee managerial work, track understudies' exhibition, action, and level of commitment just as give extra materials and backing to the individuals who might need it. With VLE it is additionally simpler to examine the effectiveness of the current educational plan and to refresh it if necessary. 
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Inspiration 

The adaptability of a virtual learning condition can become an issue for individuals with an absence of self-restraint or with frail inspiration. Without perpetual control and exacting cut off times, it is difficult for them to remain focused and concentrate viably. Notwithstanding that, VLE opens more chances to cheat since nobody checks whether you are utilising gadgets while having an online test or really doing everything yourself. 

Impediments 

Not all learning exercises should be possible on the web. This makes a few courses and degrees either excessively hypothetical for additional use or accessible just inside the conventional learning framework. 


Correspondence 

Despite the fact that VLE frameworks give a great deal of instruments to encourage correspondence they cannot permit a similar degree of commitment as vis-à-vis discussions. 

Funds 

The enactment of the VLE requires time and money ventures from the educational institution. 
From the understudies' viewpoint, there is additionally a spot for noteworthy speculations. There is still a great deal of nations in the world where the cost of a PC is unmanageable or have too helpless media transmission facilities.
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To better understand the effectiveness and any impact made by the VLE (Moodle) on the students of UWTSD I made use of data gathered from a survey sent to a small group of students from the previously mentioned university, doing that I use the qualitative research type. As for the quantitative research, I have made sure that everyone who I sent the questionnaire to responded so that the count, analysation and transcription into graphs was possible thanks to their responses. 
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The students who attend one of the many courses at UWTSD (London Campuses) and therefore use VLE (Moodle) are roughly 2500. It was not possible to send the questionnaire to all the students thus for the development of this research the data gathered come from a sample size of 15 students all of whom attend the same class as myself on a population sample of 350 students.  
The data collection process in this report comes merely from primary data. This latter was possible to acquire through the conduction of a survey in line with the government parameters to help stop the spreading of COVID-19.
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QUESTION 1:
Do you regularly use Virtual Learning Platforms like Moodle?

YES          NO 

ANSWERS:

	YES
	7

	NO
	0

	NO RESPONSE
	8













ANALYSIS:
As we can see from the chart the 53% of the students have not responded to this question. From this we can evaluate that the students who did not respond to it, possibly do not use it regularly or either do not think that they use it on a regular basis.

The 47% of the students said that they use it regularly. This is perhaps due to the many features provided by Moodle like online library and forum.


QUESTION 2:
How much have you learnt through virtual learning (Moodle)?

	1. Nothing at all
	2. Not much 
	3. Neutral 
	4. Much enough 
	5. Very much

	
	
	
	
	



ANSWERS: 

	Nothing at all
	0

	Not much
	0

	Neutral
	1

	Much enough
	4

	Very much
	2

	NO RESPONSE
	8




ANALYSIS:
According to the answers obtained from the survey, excluding the 53% of students who did not feel like responding to this question, the majority of them (27%) thinks that what they have learnt during VLE lessons was enough to understand the subject(s). 

The second position is occupied by a 13% of students that think they have learnt very much followed by a 7% of students that stand on the neutral side. 


QUESTION 3:
On a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 is extremely unsatisfied and 7 is extremely satisfied, please rate your experience with the Virtual Learning Environment.

	  1
	  2
	3
	4
	 5
	      6
	7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



ANSWERS:
	1.Extremely unsatisfied 
	0

	2.Very unsatisfied
	0

	3.unsatisfied
	0

	4.neither unsatisfied nor satisfied
	3 

	5.satisfied
	4 

	6.very satisfied
	0

	7.extremely satisfied
	0

	NO RESPONSE
	8





ANALYSIS:
The majority of students (53%) could not define their satisfaction on a scale from 1 to 7. However, the 27% of them are very satisfied and the 20% are neither satisfied nor unsatisfied. 

Throughout the next questions these results are better explained.


QUESTION 4:
Please tell us about your personal experience using the Virtual Learning.

ANALYSIS:
The general experience of the students who responded to this question, is overall good. Some negative notes come from a 14% of the population who said that they felt sceptic at first glance but then realised that using Moodle was “really helpful”.

The rest of the responses are generally positive remarks focused on the performances and the ability to not miss any lessons thanks to the record lesson option.


QUESTION 5:
If there is anything you want to let us know about the app used to deliver our lessons, please write it in the box below. (ex. performances, functionality, activities etc.)

ANALYSIS:
from what I could deduct, all the understudies that responded to this question concurred on the fact that the different capacities that MS Teams (the application adopted by UWTSD to convey the lessons) had helped the understudies to monitor their examinations just as additional features, for instance, the option to share ones’ notes.

A 7% of the students thinks that faster performances are needed and another 7% thinks that it is a flexible app (MS Teams).
QUESTION 6: How has Moodle helped you with your studies?

ANALYSIS:
The 100% of the students that responded to this question (9 students) agreed on the high effectiveness of Moodle. 

These exceptional results are due to the many factors that Moodle had provided them. Such factors are time management, access to timetables whenever they needed them and live chat lessons wherever they were.


QUESTION 7: Choose between these 3 options: 

          1: I think Virtual Learning is the future of learning process.
         
          2: I think the traditional learning method is the best process and we           
              should still be use it in the future.

          3: I think both methods are valuable for the learning process and can be               
              both adapted in the future.

ANSWERS:
	VLE
	2

	Traditional
	0

	Both
	5



ANALYSIS:
The data speak for themselves. The 71% of the students that responded to this question likes the idea of using both traditional and VLE methods in the future. The rest which is composed by a good 29% prefer just the VLE process and a scandalous 0% does not think that the traditional learning process is the best method to keep using in the future.

These results are understandable if seen from a different point of view; the majority of these students are aged 20 years old or above, with a job and various other things that takes time away from their studies. Hence, the flexibility that VLE offers is undoubtedly superior to the one that in-class lessons could ever offer.

Also, we should consider the current situation we are facing with the pandemic decease (Covid-19) as a reason for not feeling the necessity of the traditional in-class lessons.


QUESTION 8: Do you think the Virtual Learning Environment needs more improvements? If yes, please do let us know your suggestions in the box below. (tick your answer)

YES            NO     

ANSWERS:
	YES
	4

	NO
	4





ANALYSIS:
The 50% of the population did not have any suggestions to improving VLE and the other 50% suggested to develop a better interface meant to encourage a better interaction between the students and more possibility for the 1 to 1 lesson. 
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From all answers acquired from the questionnaire we can see that a large portion of the understudies know about the use of VLE (Moodle) and its settings. 

The vast majority of the students are certain of what they have comprehended utilising Moodle and a lot of understudies have no issues with continuing embracing Moodle as a learning technique, some explained that Moodle has improved their digital skills. 
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QUESTION 1: Do you regularly use Virtual Learning Platforms like Moodle? (tick your answer)

YES          NO 



QUESTION 2: How much have you learnt through Virtual Learning (Moodle)? (tick your answer)

	6. Nothing at all
	7. Not much 
	8. Neutral 
	9. Much enough 
	10. Very much

	
	
	
	
	






QUESTION 3: On a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 is extremely unsatisfied and 7 is extremely satisfied, please rate your experience with the Virtual Learning Environment.


	  1
	  2
	3
	4
	 5
	      6
	7

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




QUESTION 4: Please tell us about your personal experience using the Virtual Learning.





QUESTION 5: If there is anything you want to let us know about the app used to deliver our lessons, please write it in the box below. (ex. performances, functionality, activities etc.)















 

QUESTION 6: How has Moodle helped you with your studies? (write you answer in the box below).



















QUESTION 7: Choose between these 3 options: 

          1: I think Virtual Learning is the future of learning process.
         
          2: I think the traditional learning method is the best process and we           
              should still use it in the future.

          3: I think both methods are valuable for the learning process and can be               
              both adapted in the future.



QUESTION 8: Do you think the Virtual Learning Environment needs more improvements? If yes, please do let us know your suggestions in the box below. (tick your answer)

YES            NO     

Write your suggestions here.



VLE USE SATISFACTION

Students	[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
20%
27%
 [VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
53%

extremely unsatisfied	very unsatisfied	unsatisfied	neither unsatisfied nor satisfied	satisfied	very satisfied	extremely satisfied	NO RESPONSE	0	0	0	3	4	0	0	8	



VLE vs TRADITIONAL LEARNING PROCESS 

Students 	

VLE	Traditional	Both	2	0	5	



STUDENTS' SUGGESTIONS	
YES	NO	5	5	

Sales	


YES	NO	NO RESPONSE	7	0	8	
 impact of VLE on the learning process

Sales	



[CATEGORY NAME] [PERCENTAGE]

NO RESPONSE
[PERCENTAGE]

NOTHING AT ALL	NOT MUCH	NEUTRAL	MUCH ENOUGH	VERY MUCH	NO REPLY	0	0	1	4	2	8	


I

