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Name:


Sandrine McLocklin



Title of Research:
Please phrase this as a question.

Do near-death experiences transform personal cosmologies, and if so, what are the philosophical connections of such transformations?

Aim of the Research Project:
Outline the purpose of your research project and consider its possible contribution to the academic understanding of your subject matter. What questions would you most like your research to answer?

The purpose of this research is to investigate how Near-Death Experiences (NDEs) influence and often transform personal cosmologies, and how these changes can be interpreted from a philosophical perspective.
The goal is not to validate or invalidate the concept of life after death from a scientific standpoint, but rather to concentrate on the phenomenology of NDEs and lived experiences and their effects on those who have experienced them. Notably, the works of Moody and Greyson have shown that such experiences frequently follow a similar sequence of stages. These stages, or features, could be understood within broader philosophical frameworks.
The possible contribution to the academic discourse could be to expand on the debates surrounding the divide between rational and irrational worldviews. By bridging scientific and metaphysical perspectives, it may encourage to reconsider these realms as not being mutually exclusive but rather as being mutually participative. My questions would be whether these experiences and their impact could relate to the concept of a primordial tradition pointing to a common spiritual origin. And just as Plato viewed philosophy as a preparation for dying, could it not also be true that dying may be viewed as philosophy in practice ?

Academic Rationale:
What is the background to your research? What problem in scholarship or in current knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship?

The background to this research stems from the relatively recent interest in Near-Death Experiences (NDEs) and their phenomenology, a concept introduced by the work of Moody (1975) and investigated by Greyson (2009). Such experiences seem to be presenting striking similar features which can be traced back to ancient texts, such as those of Plato and Plutarch who told similar accounts, but also to the medieval period up to modern times. These narratives can be examined from various cosmological, philosophical or metaphysical perspectives, which may shed meaningful light on the nature and purpose of human existence. 
However, existing scholarship tends to prioritise scientific explanations, analysing these phenomena from an empirical and neurological perspective. This approach often overlooks the potential for a more transcendent interpretation. When considering a philosophical lens, particularly in the context of NDEs, as explored by Michael Grosso, the focus shifts to whether consciousness transcends its earthly bounds and the collective implications at a pivotal time for humanity. Yet, it seems that the study of the impact on personal cosmologies of such experiences from a philosophical perspective could provide a rationale for these transformations that is frequently overlooked. Therefore, to ground these transformations into philosophy could provide a supportive framework at an individual level, while also representing the initial step towards a collective awareness and a transformative potential. From this standpoint, it seems to make sense to attempt to bridge these lived experiences, and the profound transformations that accompany them, by integrating philosophical concepts that may illuminate the existing scientific and academic perspective while offering mutual benefits.
 Besides, an academic study of such occurrences and their impact on personal cosmologies could provide a level of meaningful validation for those who have faced such experiences. It could help address some of the existential challenges they frequently encounter as a result. Collectively, this research could also encourage a reconsideration of topics and practices related to broader life and environmental issues.






Wider Academic or Theoretical Perspectives that will inform your Research:




Any MA work requires the discussion of research in relation to a wider theoretical perspective, for example, modernism or post-modernism, secularisation or privatisation, or some other framework which has been proposed by scholars in the area you are researching.


The broader theoretical perspective underpinning this research would rely on metaphysical cosmology and philosophical writings that investigate the connection between the physical and spiritual realms, shaping the experience of physical existence. The objective would be to consider the meaning of reality from a subjective post-modern standpoint, taking into account the phenomenology of lived experiences, with an interest in accounts related to the strange and the non-ordinary.













Methodology:
Outline  your  research  methodology:  for  example,  library  based  or  fieldwork  (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological.



The methodology will be based on existing medical accounts of near-death experiences (NDEs), such as those reported by Moody, Greyson or Charbonier, and interviews with NDEs experiencers. Guided by Greyson or Moody’s scales, references to ancient sources illustrating accounts of NDEs will also be used. The interviews will be semi-structured to ensure focus while also permitting personal insights, thus expanding the scope of this research. Potential participants will be found on NDEs forums, and the IANDS database as well as personal connections.










Literature Review:
What are the main scholarly works which would underpin your research question? You need about five books or academic articles.





The scholarly books/articles this research would be using are

Some of the book and articles that would be used for this research :
Raymond Moody, Life After Life, The Light Beyond, Glimpses Of Eternity

Bruce Greyson, Debbie James, The Handbook of Near-Death Experiences 

Jean Jacques Charbonier, 7reasons To Believe in The Afterlife

Cardena Et Al. Psychology of Consciousness: Theory, Research, And
Practice

Marinus Van Der Sluij, Three Ancient Reports of Near-Death Experiences: Bremmer Revisited

Christopher Cherry, Self, Near-Death and Death

John Pennachio, Near-Death as Mystical Experience

Joantine Berghuijs, Cok Bakker and Jos Pieper, New Spirituality and Social Engagement

Fortier, Simon. “The Far-Wanderer: Proclus On The Transmigration Of The Soul.

Sartori, Jenny and Walsh, Kelly. The Transformative Power of Near-Death Experiences. How the Messages of NDEs Positively Impact the World. CPI Group, Croydon, 2017.


(this is only indicative as the list will expand as I progress, while some listed above might not be used after all)


What are the principal sources and/or materials you would use in your research?
What primary sources would you use? What is the basis for your selection of these primary sources?
Plato, Republic X , the Timaeus, Phaedrus 
Plotinus, Ennead.
Alfred North Whitehead, Process and Reality
Henri Corbin, L’imagination Creatice dans le Soufisme d’Ibn Arabi
Henry Corbin, The Man of Light
Rene Guenon, The Symbolism of the Cross
Rene Guenon, The Crisis of the Modern World
Mircea Eliade, Shamanism / The Sacred and the Profane

Plato for his account of what could be described as a NDE with the Myth of Er, his cosmological models and philosophical implications in particular the divide between Being and Becoming, the Ideas or Forms, ideas on remembering, education, beauty. 
Plotinus seems relevant to NDEs with sections on Beauty and Out of The Body and what is Man?
Whitehead for his interpretation of reality and consciousness as a participatory experience
Corbin for the concept of Mundus Imaginalis as it seems to resonate with the inter-world accessed during NDEs. Guenon for his reflection on modern thinking and its implications, in particular regarding the divide between physical and metaphysical, and his reflections on the cross as the symbol of the interplay between physical and spiritual, being and existence, fixity and transcendence.
Eliade for his work on shamanism as an exploration of other dimensions connecting previous works cited ( Plato, Corbin etc..)
as well as his work on the topics of sacredness.




Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion.
September - December 2025: drafting the Methodology, Positioning, and Literature Review sections; conduct interviews, develop a structure and identify themes and sections to explore following the interviews. Reading
January - June 2026:. Process interviews by themes. Reading focusing on one theme at a time. Drafting/notes. 
July - September 2026: As above. Conduct follow-up interviews or extra ones if necessary.
October - December 2026: Focus on writing. January – 
February 2027: Edit and prepare for submission.






Ethical issues:
Please describe any ethical issues, if any, which are related to your proposed study, and outline how these will be addressed:

Due to the sensitive and personal nature of these experiences, participants will be treated anonymously, except for public figures who consent to being interviewed. The reported accounts of near-death experiences (NDEs) by Moody, Greyson, and Charbonier should address concerns regarding validity and reliability, as their work is well-regarded within both academic and medical communities.
From a positioning standpoint, the researcher occupies both insider and outsider roles regarding these experiences. The challenge lies in the ability to step back from the narratives presented, thereby minimising expectations for specific outcomes and allowing space for the unexpected to emerge. However, the insider position should allow me to formulate questions empathically engage more authentically with them, allowing for some valuable insights to be expressed that might have been kept private otherwise
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