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Introduction
Criminal law is an essential legal framework to regulate criminal activities. The objective of criminal law is to frame rules for the punishment of offenders. Apart from it, criminal law is also essential for certain purposes such as rehabilitation, restoration, incapacitation and deterrence. When a person acted criminal activity with criminal intent, that person is responsible or liable for their criminal activity. This is called criminal liability. This essay aims to address various types of offences such as fatal offences and personal offences. This essay also aims to provide a deep understanding of criminal liability along with the principles of actus reas and mens rea. Actus reas is a Latin principle that deals with guilty acts. On the other hand, mens rea is also a Latin principle that deals with the guilty mind.  
Background of the scenario
One Saturday evening, Jaimie and Carl entertained themselves along with their friends in a nightclub of Swansea. While they were entertaining themselves, a man named Andre barged Jaimie in the shoulder. Jaimie take no notice of that act but after a time Andre again stood on Jamie’s foot. This activity was noticed by the doorman of the nightclub named Lucian. Due to the behaviour of Andre, Lucian asked him to leave the club. After that, Andre got angry and knocked Lucian with a forceful punch. Before the police reach the nightclub, Andre left the club. As the consequence of that forceful punch, Lucian died in the hospital. Swansea police station made an appeal for the purpose of witness. After that Andre thought that Jaimie told everything to police about the incident and therefore, he stop Jaimie and stabbed him in the chest. As the consequence of the stabbing, Jaimie died immediately.
Legal issues in this scenario
The main issue in this scenario is regarding the criminal liability of Andre. According to criminal law, criminal liability arises when a person acted criminal activity with criminal intent.  Therefore, that person is responsible or liable for their criminal activity. Here, Andre is liable for two incidents. The first incident is the death of Lucian by the forceful punch of Andre and the second incident is the death of Jaimie by stabbing. These two incidents are responsible for criminal liability. Therefore, relevant statutory provisions of criminal law and factual examination of the circumstances will play a vital role in the understanding of criminal liability in this case. Therefore, the main legal issue in this case is regarding the offence of murder and offence of manslaughter.
Legal principles applicable in this case
Legal principles related to murder and manslaughter will apply in this case. In the context of the United Kingdom, homicide is constituted by manslaughter and murder. Manslaughter and murder are two different aspects of criminal law (Evans, 2019). As per the common law, murder happens when a prudent and sound mind person kills another person without reasonable lawful cause or under the Queen’s peace or King’s peace and with the clear intention to kill or cause grievous hurt. In the offence of murder, both actus reas and mens rea elements are present. The intention of the person plays a crucial role in the offence of murder (R v Wollin [1999]). The offence of murder is a serious offence in the United Kingdom. Therefore, the offences of murder are subject to serious punishment. 
On the other hand, manslaughter happens when a person kills another person unlawfully. Manslaughter is further divided into involuntary manslaughter and voluntary manslaughter. This is the reason why manslaughter is a less serious crime than murder. In the offence of manslaughter, the element of actus reas is presented but the element of mens rea is not presented. The intention of the person plays a crucial role in differentiating murder and manslaughter. The offence of manslaughter is committed in different ways. It includes various circumstances such as loss of control, diminished responsibility, gross negligence manslaughter, unlawful manslaughter and dangerous act manslaughter.
Applicability of law in this case
This case study deals with various types of offences. As per the circumstances of the case, Jaimie and Carl entertained themselves along with their friends in a nightclub in Swansea. While they were entertaining themselves, a man named Andre barged Jaimie in the shoulder. Here, Andre voluntarily caused a wrongful act towards Jaimie. After that Andre stood on Jamie’s foot. These two incidents indicate that Andre wants to harm Jaimie and intention is necessary part of committing assault (R v Venna [1975]). As per the various legislations of the United Kingdom, acts or omission causing mental, physical and psychological harm to a person falls under the category of assault and assault does not require a physical touch (R v Rolfe [1952]). Therefore, Andre is liable for this act. In this circumstance, Andre caused actual bodily harm (ABH) to Jaimie. Actual bodily harm refers to a situation where a victim is affected by psychological harm and the least serious injuries. 
The act of shoulder barging and the act of standing on Jamie’s foot was noticed by the doorman of the nightclub named Lucian. Due to the behaviour of Andre, Lucian asked him to leave the club as soon as possible. After that, Andre got angry and knocked Lucian with a forceful punch. Before the police reach the nightclub, Andre left the club. As a consequence of that forceful punch, Lucian died in the hospital. This act falls under the category of manslaughter. As per the common law, manslaughter happens when a person kills another person unlawfully without the intention (R v White [1910]).  In the offence of manslaughter, the element of actus reas is presented but the element of mens rea is not presented. The intention of the person plays a crucial role in whether the offence is murder or manslaughter. 
Actus reas deals with guilty acts and mens rea deals with the guilty intent (Mallorquí-Ruscalleda, 2020).  Here, Andre does not intentionally wants to kill Lucian. His death occurs due to the forceful punch of Andre. Andre wants to hurt Lucian but there is no intention of causing death is seen here. This incident happens because Andre lost control of his actions. Loss of control is an essential element of manslaughter. Loss of control is defined under the Criminal Justice Act of 2009. Therefore, Andre is liable and responsible for the death of Lucian and criminal liability arises due to the criminal act of Andre (Smith, 2019).  Moreover, Andre is liable to be punished in accordance with the punishment of manslaughter. 
As per the circumstances of the case, Swansea police station made an appeal for the purpose of collecting witnesses. After that Andre thought that Jaimie told everything regarding the incident that happened in the club and therefore, he stops Jaimie and stabbed him in the chest. As a consequence of the stabbing, Jaimie died immediately. This act falls under the category of murder. As per the common law, murder happens when a prudent and sound mind person kills another person without reasonable lawful cause or under the Queen’s peace or King’s peace and with the clear intention to kill or cause grievous hurt (Hossain and Rahi, 2018). In the offence of murder, both actus reas and mens rea elements are present. It means a person has a motive to kill another person and an intention to kill another person. The intention of the person plays a crucial role in the offence of murder (R v Wollin [1999]). 
In this case, Andre intentionally wants to kill Jaimie for the purpose of diminishing the evidence of eye-witness regarding the incident of the forceful punch. Therefore, Andre is liable and responsible for the death of Jaimie and criminal liability arises due to the criminal act of stabbing (Smith, 2019). Apart from it, Andre is liable to be punished in accordance with the punishment of murder. The offence of murder is considered a serious crime in the United Kingdom.
Conclusion
Criminal law is essential to define criminal acts and omissions along with the procedure and punishment. This essay provides a deep understanding of various offences related to the criminal law. This essay also addresses the criminal liability on Andre arising due to committing various offences. As per the circumstance of the case, Andre commits three different offences. The first offence of Andre was the act of shoulder barging and the act of standing on Jamie’s foot. The second offence of Andre was a forceful punch to Lucian that resulted in the death of Lucian. Therefore, Andre is liable and responsible for the death of Lucian and criminal liability arises due to the criminal act of Andre. The third offence of Andre was stabbing Jaimie which results in the death of Jaimie. Therefore, Andre is liable and responsible for the death of Jaimie and criminal liability arises due to the criminal act of stabbing.
This essay pays attention to the difference between murder and manslaughter. These two offences are different from each other. The intention of the person plays a crucial role in differentiating murder and manslaughter. Actus reas is a Latin principle that deals with guilty acts. On the other hand, mens rea is also a Latin principle that deals with the guilty mind.
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