Thomas Aquinas and the existence of God

According to Aquinas the existence of God did not only need theological understanding but philosophical reason to both explain and understand.  
Before analysing the words of Thomas Aquinas about God and his existence, it would be a good idea to see what influenced Aquinas’s thinking in regards to the influence of Aristotle the person Aquinas simply referred to as ‘The Philosopher’.
It is interesting to note in Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologica before embarking on the summery of Christian theology, he felt the need to defend simply the existence of God, and this is in reality a defence of theism not the Trinitarian Christian God.
When investigating Thomas’s arguments for God which is famously called the five ways argument, it is clear that he does not use Christian theology to do this nor does he even use the Bible, but exclusively uses philological reason and borrows extensively from Aristotle.
Since his argument is a carefully illustrated version of Aristotle’s unmoved mover argument from his work in the Posterior analytics. What will be investigated is just how much did Aristotle influence Aquinas in his five ways argument for the existence of God?  How much did Aquinas rely on the works of Aristotle for his arguments? 
In these questions regarding Aquinas and his philosophical influences. It is important to look at the arguments themselves, focusing more on the success and failures of one of the five argument rather than analyse all five.  The investigation will solely look at the first argument often called the unmoved mover, or argument from motion, which actually implies more than the English word for motion explains.
This particular argument is a kind of restatement of Aristotle’s argument for potentiality and actuality.  The argument for motion actually attempts to give credence to a statement that Aquinas actually makes before he begins to express his five proofs for the existence of God, in fact all five argument are very similar to each other and all complement and relate to each other, but the fundamental understanding of Aquinas thinking is interwoven with the works of Aristotle. So to first understand what Aquinas is defending one needs to look at his prior statement when he begins to discuss God and his existence.
 ‘It seems that there is no God’, for if, of two mutually exclusive things, one were to exist without limit, the other would cease to exist. But by the word ‘God’ is implied some limitless good. If God then existed, nobody would ever encounter evil. But evil is encountered in the world. God therefore does not exist (Mcdermott, no date).
The statement to which Aquinas makes before he begins his famous five ways argument for the existence of God, The study will look at why Aquinas began a defence of only theism rather than the Trinitarian God of Christian theology. It will look at how much Aristotle influenced his arguments and how much praise and criticism did his work get, looking at what both Catholic and Protestant Theologians thought of his use of philological reason and Aristotelian concepts.        
Looking at the criticism of both Catholic theologian Karl Rahner and Protestant theologian Karl Barth, who both criticised Aquinas for his defence of a religious neutral god. So we will see why in some ways Thomas’s use of Aristotelian philosophical reason worked in what he was trying to present and how much this form of thinking has influenced Christian apologetics over the centuries despite its continued Criticism.
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