Field Journal


For the Excavation, we were in Llanllyr, Tal-sarn, Lampeter, SA48 8QB (Google maps). Llanllyr is a farm in Tal-sarn, full of sheep, pigs and cattle. The farm that we are excavating on is the Llanllyr Farm and water source. The location of Llanllyr can be seen in Image 1 and Image 2 (Google Maps). This location was where we excavated last year. The location was not known until the week of preparation and the conditions of the excavations were muddy and raining.
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(Image 1)					  (Image 2)

In the first week we had a Preparation week where we looked at the excavation last year. There were discussions on the Location and the plan for the excavation. In the lectures, we understood the various methods that are used on the excavation such as the carbon dating, the bore holes. Most of the explanations came with the results gathered last year. It came clear that this year no one had an exact plan of what we were doing for the excavation. Last year it was known to me as a first year that there was lake in Llanllyr. This year I gained more information that the Lake was once known as Lake Aeron. This Lake has impacted the geology and the landscape within the area. This also impacts where we place trenches and how we excavate. In the case of Llanllyr, the mounds place a key role in identifying what dry land that early hominids had access to, and this would impact the activity of the early Hominids.

The lecture was talking about why we excavate at the location, and it is due to the formation of the ground and the mounds in the area (See figure 3). Amongst the first dig in 2019, they found a stone axe which could be Mesolithic or Neolithic, which is the reason why we continue to excavate. The lecture was useful as we were introduced with a better understanding of the time periods, Holocene being that the period of time after the Ice Age. This period starts 11,800 years ago to present day. We looked at the other specific periods of time to get a better understanding of what we were looking at and what we were discussing. The information last year and previous years gave an indication that mounds were not lived on but instead they were places of activity in hunting and tool making.
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(Image 3, Martin’s Introduction PowerPoint)

There was a connection made in the lecture between Llanllyr and Star Carr in terms of time period and the stone tools that could be fine. There was a reminder that for me that Flint and chalk are not native to the area therefore if any is found it can be linked to human activity. Last year, there was an oak structure found. This Structure was tested and found that it dated back to the Roman/Medieval period of time. As this is of no interest in the excavation project it was covered back up and the focus turned back to the other mounds.

The Second week of the Module was the focus on the dig itself. We had to take a different way in from last year as the cattle were coming into mating season. It took me a while to get my Barings of the area and figure out familiar fields and where we were. Last year we entered through Field 2 where Trench 10 was however this year we entered through field 1 where the base had been placed this year. The ground was wet and very boggy due to the raining and cold weather. We went on a tour of the area, and we decided where the Trenches would be in Field 2. After the decision was made on where we would place the trenches, we used Pythagoras Theorem to measure out the Trenches individually. The trench I was placed on was Trench 10 S which was to be an extension on last year’s Trench 10 and measured at 2m by 8m, see image 5. The Trench is an extension of Trench 10 as last year Trench 10 was where majority of the Flints were found and many chalk pieces were found showing signs of a possible fire. 
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After we measured the Trench out using the Pythagoras Theorem, we put in some nails at the corners and the 4-meter mark of the trench and then put string around the nails to create an outline which will be the edge of the trench. As a group, we then took of the turf from trench using shovels. This was a hard and group task. After taking off the turf, we started mattocking the topsoil, but we did not sieve the loose soil as the top said was not the type of soil that we are interested in. The Mattocking process is done to level the ground so that the trench is levelled and ready for everyone to start trowelling. Nothing was found on the first day however it was an experience to work under the wet and cold conditions as opposed to last year’s warm and dry conditions. This made the soil and sediments very hard to sieve and required a lot of energy. 

We continued to trowel, and we when we got to the sediment we started sieving the loose to see if we could find any small finds that would be there. I was then placed in Trench 10 N on week 3. A lot of flints came up in Trench 10 N which was consistent with Trench 10 last year. The knapping spread pattern was very interesting as it was going north and then became an Arch that went up the mound. The significance of this pattern for me is the idea that they was knapping towards the north and up the mound showing consistency and also that the Mesolithic and Neolithic had strong presence in that specific mound, which in that period of time would have been an island. We did find World War 2 plough marks that were done by a single cut plough but as this was not the time period we were looking for we continued to trowel passed this and continue to the sediments from the time period we needed. 

In Trench 10 S, a burnt pit was excavated and by looking at Image 6 that is a map of Trench 10 last year, made after the excavation was done, we saw that the burn pit was linked with the burnt material that were found last year. There was a decision made to cut around the burnt pit and carry on trowelling to get further down to see if anything was found. The finds code for the flint we found in Trench 10 N was 100001 and we measured the Trench was at 2m by 8.54m. When we found the flint in the ground, we placed a code, 100001, on them and then a nail where the flint was found and measured where the flint was in the trench by length and width. After that Quentin used the Dumpy level to get a measurement. For me I never knew what this did or how it was calculated. We then filled a finds sheet out with all the measurements taken which can be seen in Image 7. This information is used to update and extend the Graph on Image 6 that was made last year. When the finds were found it became clear that activity was seen more the higher up the mound rather than lower down. For me this could be a sign that rather than going lower towards the lake level, we should go higher up to see if there could be more found.
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Midway through Week three, I was asked to help create a new Trench, Trench 14 (see Image 4). We had to repeat the Process done at the start of the second week with taking the turf off. Trench 17 was placed near the base near where the Stone axe was found in 2019. After we took off the turf, we looked the Dumpy level and Quentin explained the process. The Dumpy level is placed on a tripod and to start measurements there is a Temporary Benchmark, TBM, needed. This TMB is the temporary place where all measurements are made from. The TMB is given a value of 100m. From this 100m it is added to the backsight to get the Columnation. For example, the TMB was 100 and the Backsight was 1.05m to made the Columnation of 101.05. Then the trench and finds are measured by the dumpy level which is called the foresight and the reading from this brings the Reduced Level. For Example, we first measured the four corners of the trench, Northwest, Northeast, Southwest and Southeast. For Northwest we gathered a reading of 1.70, this is the foresight. 1.70 is then taken away from 101.05 to get a result of 99.35, this is the Reduced Level. This Process to get the Reduced Level, RL, is used for any find that is made and to add the RL to the find record sheet, see Image 7. The work done on to get the RL will help with later data that is looked at after the Excavation is complete. 

In conclusion, this module was far more informative than last year and gave me more experience and a better understanding behind the processes especially with the Data. It was great that the staff on site helped us understand what the data would be used for after the excavation and what would happen beyond what we see. It was nice to see and understand what equipment and processes that other people use to get a better understanding on the entire data and excavation as a whole and not just focusing on one single Trench. After the excavation many of us talked about our experiences on the day and traded many observations so we knew what was happening in the other trenches and seeing how that would effect what activity we had in the trench we were working on. As I was moved around it was more important to get updates from people so I could see and identify the work that was being done after I left that specific trench. On a social element, the excavation was a nice way to talk and get to know people that were in and near your trench or in the excavation so you can create bonds and made the day more enjoyable on a social level. Therefore, the excavation was great not only academically or historically but for the group it was a great way socially to get to know people and share knowledge. The knowledge I gained from this excavation was a great process despite my limited ability to do things due to an injury.
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Llanllyr 2024: Small Find Record Sheet
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