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Reflection

In this section, the definition of quality will be discussed and why it is important in a setting. Two types of assurance methods will be discussed and compared.

Firstly, according to Bland (no date) It can be challenging to pin down quality in the early years because "what excellence looks like" depends on a person's pedagogy, experience, training, and other personal opinions. You can develop your own collective understanding of what quality looks like as a team. 
Team members should get together to discuss their vision and ethos and to decide on quality using relevant research, curriculum materials, legislative documents, staff expertise, and experiences with the children they all deal with. 
Participating as a team in defining quality will help to foster a common understanding, provide a variety of viewpoints, encourage staff to take responsibility for their own practises, and enable the team to deliver and uphold high standards of care for all age groups. 

Moss (2016) believes that everyone seeks quality in both their own possession and their offerings. A "quality" early childhood service is one that is judged to comply to these norms; the concept of quality presupposes the possibility and desirability of experts discovering and measuring universal, objective, and stable norms. As part of the revolution in modern public administration and the expansion of the "audit society," "quality," which was initially created as a component of management theory, has been implemented into early childhood care and other services.
Moss's book provided a second language of evaluation, which we called "meaning-making," while acknowledging that there may be others, if quality might be thought of as one language of evaluation. Making sense of what is happening in early childhood education is first and foremost about "constructing and developing awareness of the early childhood institution and its programmes, in particular the pedagogical activity." (Dahlberg et al., 2013: 112). 
According to Finding quality childcare (no date) a high-quality programme may help children feel accepted for who they are, regardless of their abilities or cultural background. It entails having supportive friends and adults who can be relied upon, as well as the ability to participate in a wide range of enjoyable, fascinating, and stimulating activities. For many parents, high-quality childcare protects a child's health and safety, ensures that the youngster is content and is accessible. For many parents, finding great childcare is essential to juggling job and family obligations while maintaining mental calm while working. Instead, parents might describe good quality childcare as a setting where their child is content, meets friends, has worthwhile experiences, and discovers a wide range of topics. Although there isn't a single definition of quality childcare, there are several general components that are recognised as essential to children's wellbeing. They consist of:
· Safety, health, and proper hygiene
· Wholesome diet
· A child-friendly atmosphere that is kept up well
· Enough staff members who are responsive and sympathetic to children. 
Overall, twinkl (no date) states that quality management is carried out via quality assurance, which is a technique to ensure that quality requirements are met. To make sure that a school develops and operates in accordance with the curriculum and standards in place, quality assurance might be especially crucial. To make sure that every school complies with quality assurance criteria, these standards can be evaluated both internally and externally. Education and training are typically used to evaluate schools. To ensure that they are meeting their goals, these evaluations may include student assessments, instructor evaluations, leader evaluations, and school self-evaluations. This can involve teacher evaluations and the arrival of inspectors at the school.
There are many reasons why quality is important overall and in early years settings.
According to Kelly (2016) children from impoverished households especially benefit greatly from early years settings because they have access to resources and experiences that they would not have at home. All children should start school at a good level of development, which can be achieved by providing quality environments. A child's chances of succeeding in life are greatly influenced by his or her preparation for school, and delays in development can have negative outcomes. Among them are ill health, increased criminal propensity, disadvantaged upbringing, and subpar academic performance. The growth of children depends greatly on the environment. Children must attend early years settings, and those settings must be of a high calibre. The strongest effects come from high-quality environments, which also support children in achieving healthy levels of growth and allow them to realise their full potential. 
Teaching expertise (2013) states several national reports have argued that educational provision for young children should be expanded, and the quality of early childhood education has long been a top political and social concern. The significance of good quality in this expansion, the requirement for a national system of quality assessment and assurance, and a plan for evaluation and development in early childhood institutions have all been emphasised in these reports. In the UK, young children are exposed to a wide range of learning environments, each of which has its own goals, resources, staffing, and quality-control methods. While a variety of options should be available, there shouldn't be a vast range of standards. Early learning experiences for young children must be of the highest calibre and efficacy to provide a solid foundation for later life.  Thus, it is claimed that "quality assurance" is necessary due to the diversity of offering. Professor Pascal (1995) suggests a programme for quality evaluation and improvement through the execution of the EEL Project that brings early years settings up to, and beyond, minimal regulatory criteria and supports them in a process of long-term development. 
Therefore, for schools to maintain and improve their effectiveness, leadership, and student achievement through internal and external assessments, quality assurance is crucial. Schools will make sure that staff and students support high-quality inclusive teaching and learning by working towards quality standards states twinkl (no date).
It is the law, quality of care review under regulation 16 of the childminding and day care (Wales) regulations 2010, it is a legal requirement that it is done annually. Focuses on 3 aspects: monitoring, reviewing, and improving. 
The redesigned Early Years Foundation Stage framework places a strong emphasis on learning; thus practitioners should be encouraged to consider the learning environment as part of their quality assurance procedure.
The centre for research learning in Early childhood (no date) has developed an assurance method called Effective Early Learning (EEL) for children aged three to six years. This programme helps practitioners evaluate how they help young children learn at a deep level while also serving as a foundation for their professional growth. After receiving the necessary training, practitioners are equipped and empowered to make observations that contribute to small-scale action research projects. In this approach, the effectiveness of children's learning and adult-child interactions is watched, assessed, and improved, resulting in changes that are entirely pertinent to the service and the personnel providing it. Due to EEL's evidence-based methodology, many staff members feel more capable of bringing about progress. The level of children's engagement in learning activities that are both adult-led and child-initiated is one issue to consider. Practitioners are aware that when children are completely engaged, they are more likely to be learning deeply, which leads to high-quality, long-lasting learning. The EEL programme provides methods for assessing learning through observations based on a five-point scale that goes from scale one, which is an absent or passive attitude with no signs of investigation or curiosity, up to scale five, which is: 
• scale five – intense concentration on the task at hand while displaying high levels of motivation, alertness, precision, and delight. 
By looking up the Leuven Involvement Scale, practitioners can get the entire five-point scale. Parents will be able to participate more actively in their children's education by exchanging the knowledge they have learned through practitioners and parent observations. 
The focus on deep-level learning is also the focus of the Ofsted inspector, as the engagement of children is a key to determining if learning is occurring, so increasing practitioners' skills in watching children's learning has another advantage. Scales for adult-child interactions are also available in the EEL software, and they can be used to assess employee performance and provide support for performance management. The development and business plans for the organisation as well as the professional development plans for each employee can then be informed by pertinent information.
However, according to learning scales (no date) the Leuven scale has disadvantages much like any other educational instrument or method of scientific learning. No method or scale can be said to be a "catch-all," and the Leuven scale does not attempt to capture all aspect of a child's educational journey. The Leuven scale has drawn a lot of criticism for not adequately taking specific educational requirements or disabilities in children into consideration. Children with SEND, especially those who are non-verbal, frequently lack the behaviours listed on the scale or display them in less evident ways.
Utilizing the EEL programme encourages critical, reflective thinking, allowing practitioners to collaborate with others to improve quality, which supports diversity of thought and opportunity for all. 
Another assurance method that is the environment rating scale (ERS) NH connections (2023) state that the Environment Rating Scales (ERS) are an observational evaluation that rate a program's programmatic process quality. Process quality is what the children in the programme are doing, and it directly affects how they develop. Graham (no date) states their adaptable and thorough design enable an investigation of the relationship between the calibre of early childhood programmes and its various root causes and results. The scales, for instance, have been used in studies to determine which structural factors, such as staff-child ratios, teacher qualifications, and costs, etc., are the most effective at predicting programme quality as measured by ERS scores. Also, the ERS have also been used to examine the impact of programme quality on how children acquire abilities like language proficiency, maths readiness, and social competence. The scales can be applied to a wide range of study designs and analytical techniques.
NH connections (2023) states it is designed to be used in a single classroom at a time with 75% of the students being between the ages of 3 and 5 years. This tool consists of thirty five components in total. Based on what is most likely to be encountered in similar situations, these items are divided into 6 separate subscales. The 6 subscales are Personal Care Routines, Learning Activities, Interaction and Program, Language and Literacy, and Structure. 
There are many positive findings which has been found using ERS. Research shows such as Clifford (2010) states there has been several important social outcomes. Specifically, a positive relationship between scores on the social interaction subscale and children’s scores on a measure of independence, concentration, cooperation, and conformity skills in preschool. Also, this method provides specific information about dimensions of quality in which programs are low scoring. It is also an easy assurance method to use, and the feedback is easy to understand which allows for positive transitions. 
However, findings have found that one critic for this method is that it could be overly close supervision. Being in an environment where the supervision can be too much can have a negative effect on staff morale, productivity, staff-wellbeing and the quality of care and support being provided states social care Wales (2022).  
The difference between the EEL and ERS methods are that the effective early learning project (EEL) is a professional development programme that supports self-evaluation and improvements to be made for all settings that allow education and care for children states teaching expertise (2013). Whereas According to Keystones to opportunity (no date) The Environment rating scale (ERS) is an assessment tool that is designed to measure the quality of group programs for infants and toddlers. They collect this type of information through classroom observations and staff interviews. This assessment is a 43-item rating scale sectioned into seven environmental subscales. However, the relation to these two types of methods is that they are both used to measure quality. Although, one is classroom based they are both working for the same objective but just have a different pedagogy state Teaching expertise (2013). They also both works efficiently in the way of scales, both programmes are sectioned and narrowed down. The ERS has a training program for each scale whereas the EEL is sectioned down to more specific requirements of a child’s well-being states Cryer (no date). The correlation between these two methods is that the effective early learning (EEL) project is designed to improve and maintain the quality of children’s learning in early years settings states Newton farm (2016). Like the (EEL) project the environment rating scale (ERS) is also a tool to assess the process quality of a program which is what the children are directly experiencing and how it has a direct effect on their development but in an observational assessment with the child and how they interact states university of Minnesota (2023). 


Conclusion 
To conclude, the early years of a child's education is a positive approach for the needs of children for their wellbeing. However, the effective early learning programme should be improved, as there seems to be a need for guidance for practitioners on how to attain more consistent and coherent ways to watching, assessing, recording, and reporting children's progress. However, the assurance methods that are used at settings to ensure good quality practice is being held at school settings is a positive one. 
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