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Abstract
Crime is a growing concern in the UK and worldwide, it is constantly changing with new crimes coming into effect and old crimes still being committed. To tackle these offences, it is vitally important which police tactic the police should implement. In this document there will be an analysis and an evaluation on this topic with various forms of research being looked at to understand which police approach is the most effective to bring down crime rates in the UK. The aim of this chosen question is to find out what effective practices can be put in place to either prevent or tackle the ongoing issues that the police face when it comes to crime. From creating a questionnaire with quantitative and qualitative questions this data will provide a broader perspective of the views of the participants who consented to being part of this research. One hundred and fifteen responses were collected. This questionnaire was created to get a deep insight on what other people thought would prevent crime from occurring. The participants would include friends, family, staff and other students to collect this data. From this data collected and the research conducted which examines and which crime tactic the police should use to deter and tackle crime.   
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1.Chapter One 
1.1 Introduction:
This dissertation will be an analysis of the tactics the police use to prevent crimes from occurring. The known definition of crime is considered to be a behaviour which breaches the law (Halpin, 2004). The research conducted attempts to understand the true meaning of crime and what it takes to prevent it from occurring. To find out which police crime tactic is the most effective approach a questionnaire was created and was sent out using email and social media platforms to gain responses from anyone who was willing to participate. Throughout the research, participants opinions and ideas were collected to determine an end result. Within this document various crime approaches and strategies, were looked upon to gain a better perception of what affects they have against crime. For example, hot spot policing, stopping and searching individuals, community policing, recruiting more police officers and patrolling more. Each of these had their own aims and objectives. The fundamental aim of this research is to answer questions which surround the causes of crime and which tactic participants thought was the most effective. The aim of using a questionnaire is to gather different opinions about people’s thoughts on different crimes that take place in the UK. To receive feedback on how the police can become more effective in dealing with ongoing crimes and bringing the percentage rate down across the country.  


1.2 Aims and objectives: 
Defining crime
Aim: To fully understand the true meaning of crime.

Objective: To identify what crime is and what approaches can be used to prevent and tackle it.


Police officers necessary in the UK

Aim: To discover if more police was necessary. 
Objective:  To unfold and understand whether or not more police officers being recruited and trained in the UK would impact crime. 


Can patrolling more impact crime? 
Aim:  To understand if more police patrolling would bring down crime rates.

Objective: To look at various types of research on the matter if more police patrolling is an effective way to prevent crime. 


Does targeted and proactive policing bring down crime rates?
Aim: To comprehend why hot spot policing is needed.

Objective: To analyse the need for targeted and proactive policing and unfold whether or not how effective it truly is against crime.


Is neighbourhood/ community policing an effective approach to tackle crime with?
Aim: To highlight the need for more neighbourhood or community policing.

Objective: To identify how effective community policing is and to discover if it’s an appropriate approach for the police to use against crime.


Who does the police mainly target when they stop and search people and is it an effective approach?
Aim: To investigate who the police mainly target when they stop and search people.

Objective: To understand why they search people and whether or not this police power is still as effective as it used to be. 





2.Chapter two: Literature review
This chapter seeks to find out the most effective strategies and approaches from various research sources and to focus on what crime tactic can effectively bring crime down. 

2.1 Definition of crime
If someone breaches the law this means a violation of the criminal law has been broken. In a criminological view point the term crime is a behaviour that breaches the criminal law (Lynch, Stretesky and Long, 2016). Since not every individual will agree that this is the best solution to define the term crime, it is then referred to as the criminal law definition of crime and as either the ‘orthodox’ or ‘traditional’ definition of crime, because it is widely accepted and used in criminological discourse (Lynch, Stretesky and Long, 2016). The factual definition of crime is considered as an action or ‘omission in violation of criminal law’, and which is carried out without defence or reason and is authorized as a felony or misconduct (Henry and Lanier, 2001). Numerous people suggest that the search conducted for the definition of crime can’t be established in any type of scientific definition (Henry and Lanier, 2001). Therefore, trying to define crime is very difficult because crime is a ‘social construct’, and it is very reliant on the circumstances which it is set in (Muncie, Talbot and Walters, 2010). For example, when the law changes overtime, meaning acts of crimes which are considered at some point to be a crime are not definitely considered to be a criminal act at another point in time (Muncie, Talbot and Walters, 2010).    

    When it comes to facing crime in the UK the police forces use various methods and strategies to prevent it from occurring in the first place. Crime is highly concentrated, various evidence suggests that majority of crime is largely connected with a small quantity of locations, offenders and victims (Braga and Weisburd, 2010). This has vital potential implications for the targeting of police resources (Braga and Weisburd, 2010). When the police focus mainly on criminal hotspots, people who keep reoffending crimes, and high-volume offenders it is considered to be a really powerful approach to combat crime because if the police focus on these issues, then crime will fall drastically (Braga and Weisburd, 2010). The main issue for the police to understand what is actually causing these high volumes of offenders breaking the law and the problems in hotspot areas is coming up with vital solutions which work and often in collaboration with other organisations will allow the police to reduce crime in the UK (Teasdale and Bradley, 2016). Furthermore, for preventing crime and deterring criminals from offending, it all depends on the type of way the police treat people of communities on a daily basis and over a period of time (Teasdale and Bradley, 2016). This can cause a huge impact on crime, because by treating everyone equally, fairly and explaining appropriately to the residents what they may have done wrong and being respectful at all times this can have a massive impact and motivate individuals to collaborate with the police and not breach the law (Braga and Weisburd, 2010). 








2.2  More police officers in the UK
2.3 Patrolling more
    Having more police officers responding more swiftly to calls from people does not actually reduce the crime rate or reassure people (Lott, 2013). However, when police officers patrol certain areas in the UK on foot it can actually reduce crime where it is targeted in crime hotspots and this method actually reassures the public as it sends out a sign that the police are taking action in these areas (Scott and Clarke, 2020). Also, if the police go around patrolling in police vehicles more than usual it can actually prevent individuals from exceeding the speed limit and there will be less dangerous drivers on the roads (Scott and Clarke, 2020). To reduce crime and reassure people, a critical analysis is needed to ensure that officers and employees are doing the correct thing at the correct times and in the correct places. The police need to find out what matters to the public and what concerns they have and then decide how to tackle these issues (UK police 2021). 

    Some evidence suggests that the police should spend more time on essential activities and spend less time on unessential activities, this could reduce crime rates drastically without having to increase the total number of police officers (Lott, 2013). A review by Bradford (2011) on the literature commissioned by HMIC gathered that there was not enough sufficient evidence to propose that more police officers was the reason why crime rates had fallen. In spite of consistency in more research, which almost all the studies which were reviewed by Bradford had been found out to be suffering from limitations which had made their findings inconclusive. However, what was also found out is that not one study could provide strong sufficient evidence of a ‘cause-and-effect relationship’, the review manifested that the studies when taken together point to the possibility for the amount of police officers to be negatively connected with at least some forms of recorded crimes (Bradford, 2011). When there was a higher sufficient amount of police officers, crime would be lower. This was only the case when it came to looking at property and other acquisitive crimes which were the only crimes which slightly decreased due to the amount of more police officers (Bradford 2011). It was found out that a ten percent increase of the amount of police officers was the cause of a reduction in property thefts of around three percent for this type of crime (Bradford 2011).    

    More research on whether more police officers is necessary in the UK. There is limited evidence that shows that more police officers on the streets means people are kept safe and crime will be reduced (Guerin, 2019). Alternatives to this can be if the government increased spending on programmes which will effectively and efficiently tackle crimes which are on the rise (Guerin, 2019). This can include hot spot policing this is when the police focus police resources and activities in areas where crime is mainly concentrated (Guerin, 2019). Other solutions can be allocating the right amount of funds to other public services which could possibly help prevent young people from getting involved in crime in the first place (Guerin, 2019).  


2.4 Targeted and proactive policing bring 
  Targeted approaches and strategies to crime and disorder might reduce crime. There is very strong evidence that can show that targeted and proactive policing approaches can reduce anti-social behaviour and crime (Braga, Papachristos and Hureau, 2012). Also, there is vast amounts of research evidence that shows that focusing on hotspot areas of crime and individuals can create high amounts of demand on the police and can be a very effective and powerful approach to crime (Braga, Papachristos and Hureau, 2012). A review on hot spot policing concluded that this type of policing where the police would target certain areas that have high crime figures can actually reduce crime significantly. Twenty-five tests of hot spot policing revealed that, twenty had an actual effective effect on crime (Braga, Papachristos and Hureau, 2012). This review revealed tactics which can be successful for preventing crime for example directed patrol and problem-solving was concluded to have the biggest impact and is thought to be very effective and beneficial for police community relations (Braga, Papachristos and Hureau, 2012). Another interesting study on intensive police patrols found out that patrols in high crime locations can in short term reduce crime, however the actual effect of problem-solving policing on crime had a much longer effect on crime. If these 2 approaches were combined together then it might be more effective against crime (Taylor et al. 2011).   

   Evidence suggests that when the police target people who have repeated crimes for example burglary it can effectively reduce re-victimisation. (Knepper, Doak and Shapland, 2017). The most effective and sufficient way to reduce people who commit the same crimes over and over can be to focus on improving building security and to be well implemented (Knepper, Doak and Shapland, 2017). Also, to focus on those individuals who are considered to be the most at risk to be hurt by anti-social behaviour can be effective (Farrington and Welsh, 2007). If the UK police took initial action against the most demanding issues, they might be able to reinforce people in communities to care and look out for one another (Farrington and Welsh, 2007).





2.5 Neighbourhood/ community policing  
   Another major policing approach which actually prevents crime is community policing, which is commonly defined as involving three major elements, these are advancing community partnerships, engagement in problem solving and administrating community policing organisational features (Williamson, 2008). Community policing is a philosophy which enables police officials to operate in a community or the same location in order to create a much more powerful bond with the people living in that specific area (Williamson, 2008). This type of policing provides people with more control over the type of quality of life they want in the community which they live in. Police can become part of a community or a neighbourhood from this type of policing (Williamson, 2008). This gives the police a more of an understanding of a resident’s needs and this will provide help to residents and develop more trust in the police (Williamson, 2008). Development and maintaining trusted relationships are the starting point of community policing and is essential to deter, prevent crimes such as terrorism, targeted violence and gang crimes. Law enforcements need to find out the issues, challenges and concerns which communities and neighbourhoods face, they can do this by gathering real-time data (Williamson, 2008). 
    
    Community policing provides closer alliances between communities and the police, which will reduce the publics fear of crime, advance police-community relations will provide more sufficient responses to community issues (Kappeler and Gaines, 2012). However, there are also some drawbacks to this type of strategy for policing, there can be hostility mainly between certain neighbourhood residents and the police, which can obstruct productive partnerships between them (Palmiotto, 2011). If the aspect of community policing is misunderstood by all individuals involved, then this philosophy will not work. Therefore, community policing works when communities collaborate together with the police this will then make it a success (Palmiotto, 2011). The greatest problem with community policing which it has to face is the concept of change. Police officers will need to change their concept of policing and individuals involved need to be willing to welcome that change (Parsons and Kremling, 2020).

  Individuals will trust the police force more when police officers are present in their local communities and have gained the knowledge and understanding of the risks and threats that these communities face (Parsons and Kremling, 2020). This type of force will be more effective at preventing crime and tackling anti-social behaviour than one which does not adapt to these (Verma, Das and Abraham, 2012). This is called neighbourhood policing which is when the police focus mainly on solving issues and preventing crimes, to keep people safe in their communities (Verma, Das and Abraham, 2012). This policing approach builds trust, reduces peoples fear of crime and can lead to more confidence in the police and more desire to report crimes (Verma, Das and Abraham, 2012). There is evidence which supports neighbourhood policing as an overarching strategy (Npcc, Police UK 2021). It is highly adaptable and can be used with other crime reduction strategies, for example hotpots policing. Neighbourhood policing has been shown to reduce public perceptions of disorder and allow people to feel much safer in their communities (Npcc, Police UK 2021).      

2.6The main targets the police choose to stop and search
     Finally, a highly used police tactic which is constantly used in the UK is stop and search, this is considered as an important police power for the police to be able to use. This allows the police to tackle crime, protect the public and keep the streets safer (Weber and Bowling, 2014). The principal purpose of the use of stop and search is for the police to be able to search suspicious people who might be carrying unlawful items (Bradford, 2017). Figures from the UK Met police shows that between 2019 and 2020 stop and search resulted in nearly 65,000 criminal acts being found out and 34,000 arrests were made as a result of these discoveries (Met Police, UK 2021). This also includes 4,418 arrests from people carrying illegal, dangerous weapons and that this strategy displays what an important crime fighting tool stop and search is and how it can protect people by removing dangerous weapons off the streets of the UK (Met Police, UK 2021). Even though evidence shows that stop and search police powers truly does work by making more arrests of people who carry illegal weapons as showing from the statistics from the Met police. There are however some downfalls to this police power because Black individuals are six times more probable to be searched compared to White individuals (Onyeniran, 2017).

   More recent figures from the UK Government also shown that in April 2018 and March 2019 the police stopped and searched a staggering 375,588 people in the UK (UK Government statistics, 2019). During this time there were also 4 stop and searches conducted for every one-thousand people, whereas there was 38 for every one-thousand Black individuals that were searched (UK Government statistics, 2019). Clearly these statistics show that Black people can become main targets by the police for the use of stop and search police powers which isn’t fair at all. To fix this the police must maintain the public’s confidence in the way they use stop and search powers, and they must be used in a fair, effective and professional manner. For this particular police crime tactic there is a mixed response on how effective it truly is and there needs to be serious change to make this police power become more effective and efficient when used to battle crime.     

   To conclude this literature review there are many crime tactics the police could use from gathering research from sources and case studies. All of these approaches could significantly bring down crime rates. To figure out which crime tactics other people think is the most effective to reduce crime, a questionnaire will be conducted. 














3.Chapter three:
Research and methodology 
   The previous chapter was the literature review, this chapter will be the methodology. Research is commonly defined as the systematic investigation which studies various materials and sources to find out facts and come up with conclusions (Saunders et al., 2009). Research is known as a scientific method which is undertaken to manifest something for example, a fact, a principle, an approach or an application (Kumar, 2008).  
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3.1 Figure 1- The Research Onion (Saunders et al., 2016) 
    The research onion was created by Saunders et al in 2007 it describes the stages through which a researcher must use when creating a successful methodology (Saunders, et al., 2009). Some advantages of the research onion can be that it fabricates a series of stages or steps which data can be collected by using it and it illustrates steps to achieve successful approaches to put in a methodology (Saunders, et al., 2009). There are various layers to the research onion, the onion is made up of six layers (Saunders, et al., 2009). The research onion will be used through various points when conducting research for this type of dissertation because the research onion provides a successful development through which a research methodology can be created from (Saunders, et al., 2009).   

3.2 Philosophies 

Research philosophy is the very first layer of the research onion by Saunders and it is an essential and crucial layer. It is the idea or belief about the collection and analysis of data collected (Saunders, et al., 2009). The research this dissertation will adopt a pragmatism position which embraces quantitative and qualitative research, this offers a more flexible approach to the research design and evaluates various aspects to a research problem (Johnson and VanderStoep, 2008). Pragmatism advocates the use of mixed methods when conducting research, this will enhance a more detailed understanding of the research question and the results from this will lead to a balanced conclusion on issues and challenges about the research problem (O’Dwyrr and Bernadette 2013). 

3.3 Approaches

    Research approaches is another layer to the research onion, this involves the approach a researcher takes, which can be either deductive or inductive. The deductive approach is one that people typically associate with scientific investigation (Saunders, et al., 2009). This involves studying what researchers have done and read existing theories of the chosen topic and then tests hypotheses that emerge from these theories. The inductive approach involves collecting data and various findings to develop a theory (Glaser, 2014). The research in this dissertation will adopt mostly a deductive approach which is used with qualitative research techniques and uses forms of questionnaires to achieve a better understanding of people’s responses using empirical data (Glaser, 2014). 

3.4 Strategy 

    The research strategy is the next layer of the research onion, and it is commonly defined by Saunders et al (2009) to be the plan on how the researcher plans to conduct their work and how to answer the research question made. Research strategy lays out the overall direction of the research and includes the procedures how the research should be conducted (Saunders, et al, 2016). This dissertation will be using surveys, they are a unique way of gathering information from a large amount of people, this will gather a greater statistical power when it comes to the results of the survey (Blair, Czaja and Blair, 2013). 
   The surveys created will be in the form of a questionnaire which will be created using Google Forms and will be sent out through the use of a link to give participants access to this questionnaire. This questionnaire will also be shared online through such social media platforms for example, Facebook and will be sent by email to participants. The questionnaires responses will be anonymous, and participants will be given the topic question and will be asked various questions related to the chosen topic. The advantage of electronic data collection is that the people participating take their time reading each question and answering it truthfully rather than having someone explain each question because they can influence the responses to the questions (Gillham, 2015). Instead of using the traditional interviews such as zoom call interviews or face to face interviews which can result in a bias response to the questions because the person being interviewed may not give as honest answers as anonymous questionaries would. Also, the global pandemic restricted people from interviewing participants in person, so electronic questionaries will be the best option. 
  

3.5 Research method and choices
    The research onion advocates mixed method, multi-method and mono method as possible choices for gathering research for a specific topic. The mono-method only uses one method to look at for a study (Saunders et al., 2009). The mixed method uses two or more methods of research and uses quantitative and qualitative methodology (Corbin and Strauss, 2014). The multi-method uses the most selection of methods for research (Corbin and Strauss, 2014). For this layer of the research onion mixed-method research will be adopted for this dissertation. Research methods can be made up of qualitative and quantitative approaches. Quantitative research is an action of assembling and examining numerical data, which is used to discover patterns and averages, construct predictions, test causal connections and spread the results to wider populations (Oflazoglu, 2017).  However, qualitative research requires accumulating and examining nonnumerical data, for example audio, text or video (Corbin and Strauss, 2014). This dissertation will mainly use quantitative and qualitative research because a broader study can be created, which involves more subject matter and enables more accurate results and data, with fewer variables involved (Oflazoglu, 2017). This research uses various forms to attain data such as surveys, questionnaires, interviews and experiments. Most surveys and questionnaire’s providers are quantitative in nature and they allow an easy analysis of results. This research also collects public views to provide their opinion of what tactic they believe is the most effective at reducing crime.      

    The research gathered will mainly be primary and secondary research for this specific topic. Primary research is data and information which is gathered through self-conducted research methods (Gaillet and Eble, 2015). Primary research can fill in the missing gaps in information that a researcher was unable to gather through secondary research methods (Gaillet and Eble, 2015). There are many ways to gather primary research. The most common primary research methods can include interviews, surveys, questionnaires, observations and ethnographic research. Also, primary research guarantees that the information collected is relevant and up to date, this enables accurate trends to be revealed (Gaillet and Eble, 2015).   Secondary research involves using already existing data this can include news articles, books encyclopaedias and review articles (Largan and Morris, 2019). This type of research is very vital because it provides support for data which has already been previously found, this also backs up current data the researcher has found with additional perspectives (Largan and Morris, 2019). 

3.5.1 Time Horizon  
   Another layer to the research onion the is the time horizon layer this involves the time frame which a study or project is completed by. There are 2 types of time horizons which are cross-sectional and longitudinal (Saunders, et al., 2009). Cross-sectional involves accumulating data at a certain point in time and longitudinal is defined as accumulating data which is repeated over a long time period to compare data (Saunders, et al., 2016). This dissertation will mainly be using cross-sectional collection of data mainly because it carries multiple variables at the time of the data snapshot (Johnson and VanderStoep, 2008). This data collected can then be used for many various types of research, outcomes and findings which can be examined to produce new hypothesis, theories, studies or produce thorough research. Cross-sectional research is inexpensive, fast and enables further research of a topic (Johnson and VanderStoep, 2008).   
 

3.5.2 Techniques and procedures
   The last layer to the research onion is the techniques and procedures which will be used. This research looks to use the techniques of questionnaires to collect various data (Saunders, et al., 2016). From the use of a questionnaire this will be adopted to collect quantitative and qualitative data and the statistics gathered from it will be analysed to determine what tactics people think the UK’s police should use to deter and fight crime. Also, the questionnaire will provide a better understanding of other points of views and opinions on this particular topic. The questionnaire will consist of 16 questions which will be shared with many friends, family and colleagues to determine the best results for this research topic.    









3.5.3 Figure 2- Questionnaire 
	Questionnaire questions:

Q.1 Do you hereby acknowledge that the data collected within this questionnaire will be anonymous and will be used for academic purposes only?

Q.2 What is your age range?






Q.3 What gender are you?




Q.4 What do you consider as the worst crime?

Q.5 What crime do you think occurs the most within the UK?






Q.6 What age group do you think offends the most?






Q.7 Do you think the police are doing an effective job at preventing crimes here in the UK?




Q.8 Do you think that there is a high crime rate in the UK?


Q.9 What specific crime tactics do you believe is the most effective at preventing crime?








Q.10 Which crime tactic do you believe is the least effective at tackling crime?






Q.11 Why do you believe the chosen tactic to be the least effective approach?


Q.12 Do you believe that the Covid-19 pandemic has caused an increase in crime?




Q.13 Do you think the police mainly target people to stop and search for being:


Q.14 Do you think the police power of stop and search is abused here in the UK?




Q.15 In 2019/20 the overall crime offences in the UK reached approximately 6.43 million, this is an increase of around 130 thousand offences when compared to the previous year before. Why do you think crime has increased?


Q.16 Do you think the police can do more to prevent crimes from occurring? 

	Answers:

· Yes
· No




· 18+
· 21+
· 21 - 45
· 50+


· Male
· Female
· Other 



Type answer below:


· Rape
· Theft
· Murder
· Knife crime/Gun crime
· Kidnapping
· Assault
· Drug dealing/trafficking 


· 18-21
· 21-30
· 31-40
· 41-50
· 50+



· Yes 
· No




· Yes 
· No



· Stopping and searching individuals 
· Targeting hotspot areas with high crime rates 
· Having more police officers in the UK
· Having more police officers patrolling in cars and on foot
· Neighbourhood policing 
· Giving police officers more training 

· Stop and search
· Targeting hotspot areas
· More police 
· Patrolling more 
· Neighbourhood policing 
· More police training



Leave answer below 



· Yes, I agree
· No, I disagree
· Not sure 




· Suspiciously looking 
· For being White
· For being Black
· For being a different ethnicity 


· Yes 
· No 
· Not sure 



Type answer below:







· Yes 
· No 




3.5.4 Pilot study
   Before handing out the questionnaire, a pilot questionnaire is made in order to test validity and reliability (Ruel, Wagner and Gillespie, 2015). This involves testing the questionnaire on a small number of respondents. This lets the researcher know if the questionnaire is ready for implementation or if it needs to be changed (Sarkar, 2014).  




3.5.5 Reliability and validity:
   Questionnaires are known to be reliable and valid methods of collecting data. They provide and ensure plenty of data from the views of participants. Questionnaires which focus on tough and sensitive issues may affect the results. To avoid this possibility the questions made will be well thought through and the responses from participants will be anonymous to enable honest answers. 


3.6.1 Ethical considerations:
    The collection of data should not hurt or harm anyone in any shape or form (Saunders et al., 2009). Therefore, all research will be carried out for this dissertation will be in line with the ethical regulations and practices. Also, participants will be informed for their consent to participate in the questionnaire and will be anonymous when they fill it in. 


3.6.2 Limitations: 
   For the questionnaire there needs to be an almost fair and equal number of men and women responses to ensure accurate results. Otherwise, there is an imbalance between genders, and this will cause unreliable results. Therefore, both genders views on this topic need to be collected and analysed. Additionally, there are some limitations to using questionaries they can be very time consuming to collect the data and it takes respondents longer to complete open questions.  


3.6.3 Conclusion:
   To conclude this chapter, what has been identified is the appropriate research methods for the chosen question. It has shown the researchers choice of a pragmatism quantitative and qualitative deductive approach using the forms of questionnaires to collect the data and analyse the results. The next chapter is the data analysis where various data collected will be analysed to determine which crime tactic participants believe is the most effective. 













4.Chapter four: Data analysis  
    Chapter three included the methodology for the primary research. This chapter is the data analysis part of this dissertation. The purpose of this chapter is to calculate the results of the data collected on which police tactic is considered to be the most effective at preventing and tackling crime for the UK police to use. Tactics are the method or procedure of deploying police resources which in order meet specific purposes (Welsh and Farrington, 2014). Depending on the type of situation the police are put in, the police must respond using a single tactic or a series of combined tactics to tackle crime (Welsh and Farrington, 2014). The term data analysis is a procedure of systematically applying statistical techniques to illustrate and describe data and evaluate it (Lewis-Beck, 2010). The aim of this data analysis is to gain information from data collected and to find a meaning within such data so that the knowledge collected can be used to make informed decisions (Govaert, 2009). An online questionnaire which was created to gather responses on what crime tactic friends, family, and university colleagues believe is the best crime tactic for the UK police to use more often to tackle and prevent crime from occurring. The questionnaire received a response of a total of 115 responses. The way this data was collected was through using social media platforms for example Facebook was the best platform to fully put this questionnaire out there for friends, family and university colleagues to be able to have the option to fill it in and give their opinions on this particular topic. 

4.1 Findings
Participant’s permission
  Figure 3 shows the participants permission in this questionnaire, this would allow the participants responses to be collected if they agreed to this question for academic purposes only. The participants will also be anonymous because it creates a sense of trust and respect when surveying people and their opinion is valued (Corti et al., 2019). Anonymous questionaries are more likely to be filled with honest answers because the participant knows that it can’t be traced back to them (Sue and Ritter, 2012). This is important so that participants are given the legally required data protection information in this form that they can retain (Sue and Ritter, 2012). The first pie chart (Figure 3) of the questionnaire the researcher wanted the respondents to consent to the data being used and analysed for academic purposes only. All participants had the option of choosing either yes or no for this question, out of 115 responses to the questionnaire the feedback the researcher got was 100% permission for the data being used for academic purposes. 


Figure 3 - Pie chart of data permission 
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Participant’s gender
    Figure 4 shows out of 115 responses only 113 people answered the gender part of the questionnaire. The data shows the number of men compared to women who answered the questionnaire. Which is 48.7% of respondents were female and 51.3% of respondents were male. The total figure of responses which were female was 55 and the number of responses which were men was 58. Only two individuals missed this question out and didn’t answer it. They might identify as a different gender; therefore, they didn’t answer the question and left it blank. The researcher attempted to get an equal number of men to fill in the questionnaire to women for more reliable data on this chosen topic. 
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Description automatically generated]Figure 4 - Pie chart of participant’s gender




Participant’s ages
Figure 5 shows all the ages of participants were mainly aged 21+ with a percentage of 45.2% and 31.3% of people were aged between 21-45. Only 13% of participants were aged 18+ and the smallest percentage of age was the 50+ category for the participants which was a percentage of 10.4%. The researcher made sure to send this survey to all ages to get a variety of different ages opinion on which crime tactic they believe is the most effective at preventing and tackling crime. 


Figure 5 - Pie chart of participants ages
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What do you consider as the worst crime?
The researcher asked the participants which crime they thought was the worst crime. This was a quantitative question which required participants to drop down below their answers. In figure 6 the feedback received illustrated that almost all participants thought that murdering someone was the worst crime and many other participants believed that the crime rape was the worst crime.





Figure 6
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What crime do you think occurs the most within the UK?
The researcher asked participants what crime they think occurs the most within the UK. The most common crime in the UK is theft, the feedback received shows that a total number of 36 participants thought that the crime theft occurs the most in the UK. Also, the second highest crimes participants believed were the most common in the UK was assault and knife crime with both crimes having a total of 18 participants who thought this. From looking at this bar chart (figure 7) the crimes murder, rape, kidnapping and drug dealing were the least selected crimes that participants thought were the most common crimes in the UK. 
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What age group do you think offends the most?
For this question participants were required to choose which age group they think offends the most. The data (figure 8) from this question shows that participants said that 18–21-year-olds offends the most with a percentage of 36.5%. The second most selected age group for this question was between 21–30-year-olds with a figure of 32.2%. From looking at this data for this question not one participant chose the age of 50+ for the age group which mostly offends this is probably because you wouldn’t expect older people to commit crimes because of their age. The age of 31-40 had a 26.1% response from the participants and the age 41-50 had a low 5.2%. These low number of answers for the older generations to offend the most is probably because the younger generation are more likely to offend due to many young individuals abusing drugs and alcohol at young ages.  
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Do you think the police are doing an effective job at preventing crimes here in the UK? 
For this next question (figure 9) participants were required to answer whether they think the police are doing an effective job at preventing crimes. This was a quantitative type of question with the form of yes/no. The total percentage of people who answered yes were 75.7% and 24.3% answered no. 
Figure 9 - Pie chart [image: ]

Do you think that there is a high crime rate in the UK?
This question (figure 10) was also a quantitative type of question which required participants to select either yes or no to if they thought that there was a high crime in the UK. Out of 115 responses only 85.2% of participants answered yes and only a small percentage of people answered no which was 14.8%. The results from this question show the significant differences between if people think there is a high crime rate in the UK.
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What specific crime tactics do you believe is the most effective at preventing crime? 
This is another quantitative question (figure 11) asking participants what crime tactic they believe is the most effective at preventing crimes. This is a multiple-choice question which requires the participants to select one answer. From looking at the data targeting hotspot areas with high crime rates was the most selected answer with a percentage of 44.3%. Also,16.5% of people thought that more police officers patrolling was an effective approach. Having more police in the UK only had 15.7% of participants to select this approach. Other crime tactic strategies had low percentages from the participants such as stopping and searching individuals which only had 11.3%. Neighbourhood policing was also chosen by a very little number of participants with only 8.7%. The least selected crime tactic was giving more police officers training with a percentage of 3.5%. Clearly from this the participants thought that hotspot policing and patrolling more is the most effective approaches against crime.  

Figure 11 - pie chart 
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Which crime tactic do you believe is the least effective at tackling crime?
The participants were asked (figure 12) which crime tactic they believed was the least effective at tackling crime. From looking at this data, it is visible that more police were the most selected crime tactic which participants thought was the least effective approach to crime. A total of 29.6% of participants believed this.


Figure 12- pie chart [image: ]






Why do you believe the chosen tactic above to be the least effective approach?
This next question was a qualitative question because participants were asked why they believed the chosen tactic to be the least effective approach. The participants who selected the option of having more police officers in the UK, to be the least effective tactic also went on to explain why they thought this. Figure 13 shows the reasons why they believed this. An example of this can be when a participant said, ‘’More police in the UK, won’t necessarily prevent crime from occurring there are more effective approaches and solutions’’. Many participants said the same thing along the same lines as this response. This response shows that many people believe that there are better solutions to deal with crime than employing more police officers. Another participant stated that, ‘’More police officers won’t prevent crime, it all depends on which policing approach they use for example hot spot policing is an effective approach to deter and tackle crime’’. This response outlines that this participant believes that hot spot policing is the better option than having more police officers in the UK. By the police doing this more effective approach and not spending more money on training more police officers, this money saved over can be used on purchasing better resources for the police to use to deter crime. Hot spot policing generates statistically a reduction in overall crime and disorder in areas where the strategy is applied, this why participants believed it’s the most effective approach from analysing this data (Scott and Clarke, 2020).

Figure- 13
[image: ][image: ]

Do you believe that the Covid-19 pandemic has caused an increase in crime?

This next question was a vital question because the researcher wanted to find out if Covid-19 has impacted the amount of crime in the UK. From figure 14 the percentage of participants who agreed to this was 75.4%. Only a small percentage of individuals were not sure which was 1.8% and the total percentage of participants who did not agree with this was 22.8%. 1 individual out of 115 responses had skipped this question. These statistics show that a high percentage of participants believed that the global pandemic caused more crime to occur.  Online resources show that crime fell during the first lockdown in the UK. However, the only recorded rise in crime rates were anti-social behaviours, such as breaking lockdown restrictions and drug related crimes. When lockdown eased between June and September 2020, crime rates across the UK began to rise. Overall, crime went down due to covid, but only certain crimes went up and when things eased crimes spiked again (Ukri, Covid-19). 

Figure-14
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Do you think the police mainly target people to stop and for being:
This question was to see what reason the participants thought people were mainly stopped and searched for by the police in the UK. Figure 15 shows that out of 115 responses, 97 participants said it was for being suspiciously looking which is an 84.3% of participants. 11 participants thought that the police mainly stopped and searched people for being Black this was a percentage of 9.6% of participants. Only 7 individuals thought that it was for being a different ethnicity this was a percentage of 6.1% of participants. Not one participant selected for the police to mainly stop and search someone for being White. The data from this question shows that participants thought that people were mainly stopped and searched by the police for being suspiciously looking and some thought that the police mainly target Black people and people of different backgrounds. Evidence shows from the UK Government (2021) in figure 16 that statistics collected by experts also show that the Black other group had the highest rates overall with 157 stop and searches per 1000 people (UK, Gov, 2021). For being Black was the second highest selected option in figure 14. 

Figure-15
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Figure-16 (UK, Government graph 2021).
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Do you think the police power of stop and search is abused here in the UK?
Figure 17 indicates that out of 115 responses, 78 participants said yes to the police abusing the power of stop and search, this was a percentage of 67.8% of participants. A total of 37 participants said no to this question which was 32.2% of participants. The result from this data proclaims that the police abuse the police power of stop and search.  

Figure-17
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In 2019/20 the overall crime offences in the UK reached approximately 6.43 million, this is an increase of around 130 thousand offences when compared to the previous year before. Why do you think crime has increased?
This question was created to see participants opinion’s on why crime has spiked between 2019/2020. Figure 18 manifests that the majority of participants had stated that the global pandemic had caused this uprise in crime in the UK. Also, participants believed that the global pandemic had caused strain and high demands on the police which caused crime to increase because the police were unable to carry out their jobs properly due to the pandemic.

Figure-18
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Do you think the police can do more to prevent crimes from occurring?
This question was the last question in the questionnaire created. Figure 19 illustrates the responses from participants, out of 115 responses 107 people selected yes for the need of the police to do more to prevent crimes from occurring. 93% selected yes, this was a high percentage of participants. Barely any participants selected no for this question, only 8 people did with a percentage of 7%. 
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5.Chapter five: Conclusion and recommendations
  The purpose of this dissertation was to gain an understanding on what crime fighting tactics that can effectively deter crime and bring down crime rates in the United Kingdom. It is very clear, from thorough research in chapter 2 that there are many effective crime strategies and approaches the police can use to prevent crime from occurring and tackle it more effectively. 

   This study aimed to focus on various crime solutions for the UK police to use and to determine which ones are the most effective to battle crime. The prime findings of this study illustrates that all of these strategies and approaches do impact crime and can in actual fact bring down crime rates. Even though some of these approaches do have some disadvantages to them when used by the police. For example, the police power of stop and search is slightly abused in the UK from statistics from various sources and from analysing data collected. Mainly because statistics have shown that the police mainly target Black individuals than White individuals. Additionally, research has identified that the most effective crime tactic can be targeting hot spot areas. The unveiled benefits of the police using hot spot policing is that when used properly it can actually significantly reduce crime. From the findings of all participants who took part in the questionnaire, it also showed that the highest selected crime tactic which participants thought was the most effective one was targeting hot spot areas which had gained the highest percentage from the responses. Research has shown if police patrols are increased and police collaborate with other agencies in these hot spot areas, using the form of community policing it will have a massive impact on crime. These three tactics combined will prevent crime from happening in high crime rate areas such as communities and neighbourhoods, which is very beneficial for residents, so that they have a safer community to belong to.  


5.1 Recommendations 
   This chosen topic on the tactics the police use to prevent crimes from occurring has revealed that there are many crime reduction strategies and approaches which exist, these can actually benefit society and reduce crime. However, this study has also revealed that some of these approaches to tackle crime, which aim to reduce it, have various disadvantages to them. Crime prevention strategies and measures that seek to reduce the risk of crimes occurring enhances the quality of life for all citizens, so it’s important that when the police use various crime strategies, that they use them fairly. Some serious reform needs to be considered when the police use some crime tackling tactics, for example the police powers of stop and search because statistics show that they mainly target Black people which isn’t fair. For the police to fully carry out the police power of stop and search they need to be more resilient on who they target to stop and search and have a genuine reason to search someone. Also, the police need to ensure that the search is justified, legitimate and stands up to public scrutiny (Pearson and Rowe, 2020). 

   Another recommendation can be when the police use the form of community policing, they could create community immersion. In addition to this, the police could form community partnerships with community leaders which can assist in forming relationships which can help the police and the community they are in. Lastly, when the police patrol areas on foot they should be in high crime areas to deter these crimes from being carried out and also work with the community to find out why these are taking place and help them put structures into place to prevent them happening. Another recommendation would be for police officers to work closely with teenagers in the communities of these hotspot areas to prevent them from growing up and repeating the crimes that they see others commit and understand the penalties that go with these offences.

5.2 Limitations
Due to the global pandemic some of this research might have been affected, as we were in lockdown for vast periods of time. This prevented interviews from being conducted face to face, thus questionnaires were the better option. Choosing this method of data collection instead of interviewing individuals, some responses were not suitable to be used in this dissertation because they were either not filled in correctly or did not provide additional reasons when asked for them.
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Which crime tactic do you believe is the least effective at tackling crime?
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Do you think the police are doing an effective job at preventing crimes here in the UK?
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Do you hereby acknowledge that the data collected within this questionnaire will be
anonymous and will be used for academic purposes only?
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Do you think the police mainly target people to stop and search for being:
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Do you think the police power of stop and search is abused here in the UK?
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In 2019/20 the overall crime offences in the UK reached approximately 6.43 million, this is an
increase of around 130 thousand offences when compared to the previous year before. Why do you
think crime has increased?
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Do you think the police can do more to prevent crimes from occurring?
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