24.2.25

Interview Role Play Brief

You have just been arrested on suspicion of burglary.  You are 14 years old and your grandmother has been asked to attend the police station to act as an appropriate adult.  You did not want a solicitor by she has insisted that one attend.  Shortly you will be interviewed in relation to the burglary offence.  You will be polite and appear helpful but only ask questions that they ask you.  Do not be obstructive but do not be helpful either.
If they caution you tell them you do not understand
If they ask you to give an explanation for being found in the flat or in possession of the necklace answer “No Comment”.
If they give you a special warning in relation to the chain found on you or for you to account for your presence within the flat tell them you do not understand what they have just said.















Appropriate adult
You have been asked to attend as an appropriate adult for your grand daughter who is in custody and arrested on suspicion of burglary.  You are going to be very helpful and concerned for your grand daughter and hopefully when you are taken to interview, the officers will explain to you your role.  If they do (and that it is there to ensure the wellbeing of your granddaughter, ensuring that she understands the process and questions etc), then you will be the model appropriate adult and do just that.  If not sit there quietly for a few moments and then answer a question for your grand daughter and go to leave the interview room when told off by the officers stating “you clearly do not need me here, I am going to go for a coffee”.





















Solicitor

You are going to be the model solicitor – here to advise your client and not obstructive in any way.
During consultation your client told you that they were indeed on the premises for the purposes of committing a burglary.  You know that you can only represent them now if they either give an account to that effect or, provide a prepared statement or no comment interview.
If your client goes off piste and starts to lie, be prepared to ask for a moment to speak with your client (which should be facilitated) and then after speaking with your client make your apologies and explain you have been called away  / have conflict of interest but cannot represent the suspect.

















Learning Points

Interview planning
Correct identification of offence

Cautions
Significant statements
Special Warnings

PEACE
TED
Appropriate adults – explain their role and how to deal with those that go off piste.
Solicitors
