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Evaluate the use of Stop and Search powers by Police in England and Wales.























The college of policing(2017) describes the stop and search power being, a person is detained not arrested, which allows the police officer to search either the detainee or the detainee’s vehicle. For these actions to occur the police officer must have reasonable grounds for the stop and search to take place in most situations depending on the circumstances. The stop and search powers is different to section 32 of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (PACE) where they suspect is searched after arrest. The police officers must first perform a stop and account, which is where the officer must ask questions that may establish the grounds for a stop and search to take place or not, at this moment the suspect may leave if they wish as they are not being detained or arrested, the suspect does not have to answer the questions asked if they wish not to as well, (College of policing 2017).  

The stop and search comes under section 1 of the PACE act 1984 which is the code of practice in which every police officer must follow. But the powers of stop and search have been active since the beginning of the 19th century with the first ruling of stop and search powers being given to officers under the Vagrancy act 1824 where it allowed officers to stop anyone they thought be to be suspicious or showing the intent to commit a felony, (Delsol and Shiner 2006). Delsol and Shiner (2006) describe how in the beginning of the 19th century to recent, the stop and search powers have changed. Back before the PACE act 1984 different cities had different legislations that they followed which allowed different forces to enforce different kinds of stop and search powers. For example the London met police followed the Metropolitan police act 1839 which within section 66, it allowed them to stop and search anyone who they believed had items that were gained from unlawful acts. Which is supported by Willis (1983) who also mentions how many forces had different discretions of the stop and search powers. To date since the introduction of the PACE act 1984 (Legislation.Gov 2021) code A which covers the stop and search powers has stipulations that all forces must follow. Zander (2014) created an opinion that believes that the PACE Act came in to help the officers enforcing the law and the public who follow the law. But the stop and search section of the Act has had its fair share of advantages and disadvantages with issues like race targeted been risen as a big victim of it. The question is, Are the current stop and search rules working?

Fox (2021) suggest that the current stop and search powers has meant that ethnic minority teens have fallen victim to unlawful stop and searches where there has been no reasonable grounds for the stop and searches to occur. With data from evidence submitted by StopWatch to parliament that shows ethnic minority being a regular victim of the stop and search in comparison to white people, (StopWatch 2021).  And that Boris Johnsons government has raised the powers of the stop and search with 8,000 police officers to conduct stop and searches if they believe serious crime might occur. But have the police been lawful when using the stop and search power?
Well Nottinghamshire police (2012) released a report that shows their aims and objectives around the stop and search along with their main morals. The report states that all officers when using the stop and search powers must show the elimination of discrimination and victimization. This is also a required as under the Equality Act 2010 (UK Government 2010). From this report it shows that officers have followed these aims and objectives as the number of ethnic minorities stop and searches have decreased and almost levelled with the amount of stop and searches on white minority. Arguably this would suggest that the stop and search powers since the introduction of it, has changed and has helped show the diversity within the police. 
Looking into where the stop and search has benefited from being created. Panjwani (2019) shows that the stop and search was mentioned over 1300 times in the press and parliament in connection to deterring crime and arresting criminals but only 100 times when mentioned about investigative situations, which is what the stop and search power is supposedly used for. Brown (2020) report would support Panjwani (2019) data with statistics showing a reduction in knife crime due to stop and search methods used when no suspicion stop and searches were permitted. What the no suspicion stop and search means is that the home secretary grants officers to stop and search people without having to have reasonable grounds from a certain period of time in an area where there have been a high number of serious crime (Brown 2020). But what Brown (2020)’s report also shows is that from the time the no suspicion stop and search power time gap starts to when it finishes, officers found more drugs that knifes. This report would suggest that the stop and search has been working in preventing general crime. There is another power in which officers use under stop and search, it’s called reasonably suspect, (Brown 2021). What this part of the power allows is officers can stop and search a suspect they have had intelligence that they may be involved in a major incident such as terrorist attacks.
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2010) thinks that the stop and search power should be abolished or reduced to certain situations and instead policing through respecting human rights. Which has shown a reduction in crime and the Staffordshire and Cleveland police forces believe that with less policing using physical methods and instead using verbal methods instead would suggest a safer environment in society. The Equality and human rights commission (2010) portrays the view that the stop and search powers have proven to be a discriminatory method with their data gathered from the Office of national statistics stating that the amount of black and Asian people are being the main targets of stop and searches in comparison to the amount of white people stopped and searched. This view is backed many strong sources, especially sources that relate to the Brixton riots which was a result of white police officers targeting black youths, with data back then showing stats like 943 stop and searches, which took place in the five days leading up to the riots, (Brenton 2010).
 Nawaz and Tankebe (2018) paper looks into the body warn videos around stop and search. Their data would prove critics right that the police are not following protocol and not being diverse but also their data shows that the number of stop and search on people without reasonable grounds is a common occurrence, and that is on all class of ethnicity. 
So yes, history has shown that the stop and search powers has shown a serious issue of the power which is racial profiling. But the introduction of the PACE act 1984 has put a more detailed guidance into what the police can do and what the public are entitled to. Release (2020) article explains what the public should do when being a suspect of the stop and search. And this is not the only document which explains in detail what to expect in a stop and search, the government has the legislation which says every detail about the power (PACE Act 1984). Arguably this could be seen as a positive, as the public will not be clueless if they are searched and the many sources which explain the power would suggest that the police and government are trying to better their relationship with the public. 

Keenan (2020) however believes that there is a number of misinformation relating to the tactics of the stop and search power with the home secretary claiming in 2019 that the stop and search power had a big impact on the reduction of murder attempts without any supposable evidence to back the statement. However the London Authority (2017) report wouldn’t directly say stop and search has stopped murder but the report does show how the knife crime is seriously high and increasing and majority are not gang related. As the report states, knife crime could be seen as a potential link to murder and other fatal offences. And one way the London police and the Mayor of London have created to battle this crime is operation Sceptre, which allows officers to stop and search people that are suspected to be handling weapons without reasonable grounds in targeted area, basically (non-suspicious stop and search). This challenges Keenan (2020) statement that the stop and search has reduced murder rates, as it is using the stop and search powers to stop crime that is related to murder offences.   Brown (2021)’s report doesn’t directly disprove Keenan (2020) statement around murder rates per week but does disprove the view that the stop and search has worsened. The report does suggest that the amount of stop and searches of white people has decreased by 65% and the number of BAME have decreased by 53%. Is this due to the trust between the police and the public getting better or is it worsening?
Pettigrew (2000) report believed that the trust between the public and the police is crucial when it comes to compliance, so stop and search was a key part to the report. 

Pettigrew (2000) paper came out when the pilot that police officers when conducting stops (stops and no search) and searches (stops and searches happened) were to give a copy of the stop and search explain the reasoning and grounds behind why the stop occurred. The pilot was created so that the public who are on the receiving end on the stop and searches, to feel comfortable and aware of what to expect. Quinton (2011) however investigates the suspicion and why people are stopped. And concluded instead of having a means to an end of finding something illegal, the police thought process is generally stereotypical and social categories where people who are innocent will have more encounters with the police like young males and black ethnic minority people. Which Quinton (2011) believes that shows no hope of people to adhere to stop and searches and the police lead with the law not by the law. The data from (Murray et.al 2020) which shows the stop and searches on young people in  two cities from Scotland and England. And it showed that the young people who received a high amount of stop and searches showed a more negative view towards the police, and the trust in the police and the perception of the police has worsened from stop and searches. Arguably the knife crime which stop and search is being used strongly for in England to stop it as said in (Keenan 2020) report should be used cautiously as there is more evidence that the stop and search is less effective than effective. Murray et.al (2020) suggest similar views that the stop and search has shown more weakness that benefits.

Looking at the stop and search powers from the publics point of view, the HMIC (2013) data would suggest that in different cities different amounts of people either believe that stop and search powers are carried out a lot or not at all. However, of the members of the public that took the questionnaire, 51% believe that they feel safer in thinking that the police are using stop and search powers and on the other hand 29% neither believe or don’t believe that the police are using stop and search powers. The data suggests that the public feel safer out of the majority. With the confidence of the police using this power showing 48% in comparison to 31% of people who feel the stop and search has not positive effect. Since the George Floyd case and many others, the police have looked to change their methods and training. Williams (2021) mentions how the police forces have changed their training programmes so that their officers and staff can have a better knowledge of when enforcing the stop and search power or the stop and talk powers, what is the best way to deal with the public. That includes communication between the public and the officers, but also how to maintain the trust between the two sides.

Clearly stop and search powers has proven to have a lot more weaknesses that strengths. With Swann (2021) discusses the idea that stop and search powers should be suspended and be looked at under an independent evaluation, this is what human rights group suggests. Whereas the home office has said in response that stop and search helped seize 11,000 dangerous weapons in the previous year, (Swann 2021). Even with the creation of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (gov 2021), the use of stop and search has led to a distrust between the police and ethnic minority groups, especially young black males, says Dodd (2020). Bland (2005, pp.67-75) suggests the same main issue, in response to these weakness, extended power has been handed to the police to stop offenders from reoffending. The power is to target known offenders who have committed knife or dangerous weapon offences (Malthouse and Home Office 2020). This will mean that officers will not have to have reasonable grounds if they come up under the SVROs (Serious Violence Reduction Orders). This method is to help reduce the knife crime and other offences involving dangerous weapons, as the knife crime rate has risen to 29% in March 2020, (Malthouse and Home Office 2020).
History and data would suggest that the stop and search has proven to be racial influenced, but data suggest otherwise. The Ministry of Justice (2019)’s report would suggest that people of white ethnicity have a higher crime rate. With 81% convictions of white ethnicity where black ethnicity convictions was only 10%. What this report would also perhaps disprove that stop and search is still an racially lead power. Because the amount of stop and searches on white ethnicity in 2018 was 59% in comparison to black ethnicity where only 22%. In the number of arrests, stop and searches, convictions, prosecutions and other areas, white ethnicity people recorded the highest in all of them, (The Ministry of Justice 2019). So arguably overall the stop and search has shown improvement in the racial point of view since events such as the Brixton riots. But the stop and search power still have areas to better. A method that the MET police have created as a long-term plan to better stop and search is called stopit, (Jones 2014). What this strategy means is from 2018 to 2025 the Met police want to be at a point where violent crimes which is a big motivator to make this strategy work, to reduce, (MET Police 2018). What the MET police (2018) will do in this new strategy is better their knowledge and involvement of new technology, work with the public than against them and there also trailing a new recruitment course to better the health and wellbeing of the workplace and so that every new officer that joins will have a better knowledge on diversity and come in with a better mind set. In which they hope to clear the police of racist and stereotyping police officers. The question is, Will this strategy work?
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