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[bookmark: _Int_eC0tUdoh][bookmark: _Int_OggSq9br]The UK police and public services deal with a number of issues governing the safety and wellbeing of the general public. Questions arise about the delivery of services when the police do not perform as promised. This essay will discuss and evaluate substance misuse within the UK as well as how the police deal with substances on a day-to-day basis with relevant information and the consideration of whether substance misuse correlates to serious organised crime.
[bookmark: _Int_ZeSOdfeF][bookmark: _Int_8LBiPeRg]Substance misuse is the stage of consuming any stimulus driven substance to the point where it begins to affect your day to day life by changing the way you think or feel. Commonly becoming a dependency for many people in their lives, substance misuse is mistakenly categorised with illegal drugs when spoken about. The truth is that substance misuse can be classified as needing a coffee every morning to smoking a couple cigarettes a day. Any foreign substance that gives the human body a stimulus can and, in most cases, has a drawback from the lack of it. Making the individual addicted and using it on a day to day basis (Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust, 2013).  According to Eurofins (2023), drugs have become more than just a substance used in parties or nightclubs. It is stated that the use of illegal drugs has spread from the nightlife to the workplace due to the addictiveness they come with. Eurofins is a drug testing company that sends and regulates drug tests as well as screening all over the UK. Through the number of people being tested in the workplace, it is clear to see that the use of cocaine is higher than before. It comes to the point where a policy is implemented to protect people that are dependent on such substances by giving them notice to address their problems so they as a company can work on it instead of firing them. 
[bookmark: _Int_FUfKuzeo][bookmark: _Int_ESyzCyEn]The previous Prime minister, Boris Johnson, set out a ten-year plan that sets out a long-term rather than a short-term solution to substance misuse. The plan that is still in force sets out new laws governing substance misuse as well as how the police and general public should view and act upon illegal substances. Boris had stated that the current generation had lost their roots and almost became manipulated by the media into believing that drugs are hip and should be generalised. He had stated that the ten-year plan has the intention of defeating substance misuse by introducing new laws, harsher penalties against substance misuse as well as the possession of illegal drugs. He indicated that he wants to change people's mindsets with the introduction of the forthcoming laws due to the number of people suffering as a consequence of illegal drugs and visualising the vast consequences of illegal substances by providing facts and figures. That being the UK currently spends almost £20 billion on the service of police officers, prisons and rehabilitation centres just to fight off, house and rehabilitate drug users and people whom committed crime in relation to illegal drugs. For example, crimes committed by gangs in London (UK Government, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_IMSvC5Rb][bookmark: _Int_pXMsBPSa][bookmark: _Int_QUF9f5jC][bookmark: _Int_7WrMQ1Iy][bookmark: _Int_mRwU7sHG][bookmark: _Int_yICq8JF2][bookmark: _Int_1ToNVXDQ]Many laws can be implemented or changed by politicians, but it is the brave police officers that in some cases risk their lives in order to protect innocent people as well as people who fell down a wrong path and only need a slight boost to change for a better. That’s why the College of Policing (2013) teaches their students whom presumably want to become police officers in the future, the risks that come with people abusing an illegal substance, as well as how to take care of them. It is shown the number of symptoms that come from a number of drugs. For example, police officers are to expect nausea, vomiting or pinpoint pupils from a heroin user. However, the South Wales Police (2022) believes that the change of substance misuse within the general public may only happen if the police focus on the supply of illegal drugs through county lines. This highly specified and it is said that people can help by anonymously tipping police officers or the local police station if they believe anything illegal is happening in their neighbourhood. Furthermore, they describe the effects of drugs on the general public within small communities in South Wales. That being, there is a direct correlation between people being arrested/detained for substance misuse and the number of blood transmitted diseases and illnesses like HIV in patients in hospitals. The South Wales Police use direct and serious wording to any published public statements on this subject matter, to show the general public how serious this issue is and how easy it is to prevent it.
[bookmark: _Int_uxvtXvBR][bookmark: _Int_fIiXqMOc]The use of substances within communities has its roots and origin. Each drug is either grown/manufactured within the UK or transported into the UK. The National Crime Agency (2023) is a special group of trained officers that tackle the trafficking of illegal substances into the UK. They specialise in filtering and controlling who and what comes in and out of the UK by making mandatory checks on ways in which drugs can be transported into the UK. Some of which carry out mandatory search checks on: shipment containers, the post or aircrafts. They work all over the UK ranging from airports to normal seaports. In the case of illegal drugs, the National Crime Agency’s purpose is to locate and eliminate the origin of illegal substances that ultimately effect the whole UK. The National Crime Agency has proven their effectiveness as the percentage of drug users has dropped substantially from 8.6% in 2010 (NHS Digital, 2010) to 2.6% in 2022 (Office for National Statistics, 2022). Obviously, it is not just the National Crime Agency and police that have reduced this number. But, the enforcement of strict laws by brave officers and intelligent minds within the NCA, contributed a major factor on delivery of services to the general public in relation to drugs and substance misuse.
[bookmark: _Int_jbfbvQIo][bookmark: _Int_AlM4O4SI]Within the UK there is a high demand of drugs that one way or another end up being used as leverage for any type of crime. As described by NiDirect (2023) drugs have a powerful impact of frequent users, in the sense that it changes your perception on the world. Making the frequent user respond in ways they would not have before. It is speculated that financial problems arise when falling down the black hole of drug dependency. To which the desperate user might turn against the law and carry out crime for exchange for drugs or money. Some of which are either county line work or local drug dealing. Serious organised crime like the sex worker industry relies on drugs. For example, National Institute for Health and Care Research (2023) believe that substance misuse and the sex worker industry have a direct correlation due to the fact that women or men are brought up from a young age, usually hooked on some type of illegal drug from their teenage years. Subsequently, being forced into carrying out sex work for major drug dealers as compensation if they cannot pay off their drug debt. Usually, manipulated into a situation like this, women are mostly vulnerable to this crime as they cannot defend themselves against these people and most collapse with hopelessness when given the ultimatum of either being hurt, or being a sex worker for money or drugs. It is upsetting to know that situations like these happen when in most cases it happens from infrequent drug use and then people making a bad decision.
[bookmark: _Int_dby4xtOj][bookmark: _Int_D0wecXhD][bookmark: _Int_CqMXHR3d]The police use smart tactics to preserve, prevent and protect individuals from harm and danger when being in such industry in relation to drugs. To begin, being an active sex worker is a crime. It is the exchange of any sexual performance for money and is responsible for the cross contamination and spread of sexually transmitted diseases and illnesses. The government and the police actively try to stop the sex industry by making it illegal in the UK and providing help for those whom are intertwined in it instead of arresting them. Although it is illegal, sex workers are more commonly viewed as victims not perpetrators (Crown Prosecution Service, 2019). Furthermore, it is described by May & Hunter (2006) that the sex industry is one of the most drug dependent crimes that occurs in the UK, and that preventing the import and trade of drugs will have an effect on the numbers of sex workers as well as the number of people being hurt around that industry. Criminals will also do anything to supply the demand of drugs to anyone as described in (HMICFRS, 2014). It is viewed that drugs are almost a currency and a way of bringing a lot of money for criminals due to the fact that people are codependent on them. It is clear to see that substance misuse and any organised crime are correlated.  
The police and the government work alongside third-party organisations to prevent the spread of substance misuse. They do this by reaching out to schools and charities by giving friendly lessons on the dangers of illegal substances. With regards local schools, the police intend on giving out information about drugs for not only just the students, but also for their parents at home. This is because no one will truly know what happens outside of school to the child and whether their parent needs the help they deserve. The police involve themselves within local schools to introduce new policies, like the education of substance misuse policy. But also, important policies like, confiscation of drugs, reasonable searches with parental agreement, or drug testing. The aim of the police’s involvement is to prevent children and teenagers from turning towards drugs, essentially lowering the chances of future drug addicts and law breakers (UK Government, 2012). In addition, the government and the police fund and work alongside charities such as Action on Addiction. Action on Addiction is a good charity that focuses on all types of addictions. Ranging from gambling to substance misuse, this charity is one of UK’s biggest organisations that people turn to for help when in a difficult situation (Action on Addiction, 2023). Furthermore, these charities are funded through the largest ever drug treatment funding ever. With an astonishing £780 million, the UK Government (2021) aims to fund the 10-year strategy system on tackling drugs as well as funding every single local authority in the UK.
[bookmark: _Int_iDnTZHE0]Taking all this into consideration, the UK government has high hopes and promises for the general public and the police. With the introduction of the 10-year plan, the police can focus more on people suffering from substances and preventing new casualties. It is a fact that serious organised crime is directly correlated with illegal substances as they are used as a form of currency. In hindsight, eliminating the supply but also the demand of drugs within people will prevent future crimes from happening. The future of elimination of drugs is promising due to the fact that there had been an increase of police officers and funding in the past years.
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