ECYW5001
Student 1807398

Why are attendance figures for the open access universal youth club provision at Milford Haven youth club low? 

This paper will explore the design and delivery of a hypothetical small-scale participatory research proposal, critically evaluating the nature of both quantitative and qualitative research methodology including their strengths and weaknesses. The paper will also consider and examine the role of ethical issues and responsibilities in undertaking a research proposal.  For the purpose of this proposal, the research project would have been undertaken pre Covid-19 pandemic; however, it could be adapted with small changes to be undertaken during the pandemic in line with current Welsh Government guidelines.

During a youth club session, young people questioned staff why not many people came to youth club.  In response, the Community Youth Worker (the author) at Milford Haven Youth Centre carried out attendance reports on Pembrokeshire Youth Service’s management information system, in relation to observations of declining numbers.  It confirmed that year on year there has been a consistent decline in young people attending youth club.  This research proposal will look to explore the reasons as to why this is happening, involving young people within the research process on a subject that is relevant to them.  Undertaking research can benefit the young people not attending youth club as it can highlight who needs support and according to Roberts (2009) can identify ways to work together.


	DAY
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019

	Monday evenings
	2304
	1684
	1298
	880

	Wednesday evenings
	2273
	1534
	1214
	1010

	Thursday evenings
	2961
	2111
	1679
	947


Table of attendances at Milford Haven Youth Club (Pembrokeshire Youth Service, 2021)

Milford Haven is a large town with a population of over thirteen thousand people according to (City population, 2016).  Milford Haven is apportioned in to six wards; Hubberston, Hakin, Milford North and West are predominantly residential, whilst, Milford Central and East play host to primarily retail and leisure.  Data analysed from (Welsh Government, 2014) in relation to the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) illustrates that three out of the six wards are recognised as being in the top twenty percent of the most deprived areas in Wales.

The research proposal will use a mixed methodology approach; (Collis and Hussey, 2003, p4) suggest methodology as “the overall approaches and perspectives to the research process as a whole”.  The decision to use a mixed method paradigm allows more scope to fully explore the research question. This reasoning seems to be supported by Shadish (1993) who argues that using only a single method is biased and can only be overcome by using multiple methods to get meticulous and rigorous results.  The two methodology approaches that will be used in this research proposal will be qualitative and quantitative.  

The first methodology of research will use a qualitative approach. Qualitative research is finding out people’s opinions, idea’s and experiences, (Bhandari, 2020, p1) expands on this by suggesting “qualitative research involves collecting and analysing non-numerical data for example  text, video, or audio”  Gaining qualitative data can prove very effective when asking questions that have ‘greater flexibility in the manner in which respondents provide answers’  (Bamberger. M, 2000, p38). There are many methods of qualitative research such as interviews, focus groups, conversations to name a few.  The strengths of this type of approach is that it is flexible; can be altered as you go along, it can also be a more insightful way to learn about people’s opinions and experiences. Yauch and Steudel (2003) note that the noticeable strength with this approach is that the inquiry is broad and open-ended, allowing the participants to voice their experiences.  The weaknesses of qualitative research is that it can be more time consuming than that of quantitative research and can also be open to threats of bias from the researchers interpretation of the research.  (Choy, 2014, p3) suggests that further weaknesses of this type of research requires “interviewers to have a high level of skill and has no objectively verifiable result”.  This type of methodology is favoured by the author, as a practicing youth worker, the qualitative approach seems to compliment the expressive and participative aspects of youth work directed by Youth Work in Wales Principles and Purposes, (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018).  Listening to young people’s ideas and beliefs is embedded in youth work pedagogy; this allows practitioners to develop a service that is shaped by young people, for young people, addressing both the wants and needs of the community.
As this proposal is to identify why youth club numbers are low, research on why that is occurring needs to be undertaken.  A research group with be set up by asking current youth club members and youth forum members if they would like to take part in the project. (O'Sullivan and MacPhail, 2010, p66) suggest that young people “should be involved in the design and undertaking of research”, the suggestions in the research proposal identified by the author was based upon young people’s involvement being crucial.  The project will undertake large amounts of peer research meaning young people will become the researchers, Sapin (2009) suggests that involving young people as researchers and managers is beneficial as they can facilitate conversations with other young people to gain their views easier.  There are many benefits for researchers who involve young people in a research project, for instance, young people are more likely to open up to and engage with their peers. (Kirby, 2004) supports this notion by commenting “young interviewers may be able to help put their peers at ease in interviews, making the setting less formal”, (Kirby, 2004) also remarks that young people actually help researchers as they can “identify research issues and questions that professional researchers may miss or not prioritise”.   Young people also benefit greatly from participating in research; they can gain new skills and learn how to play an active role within their communities.  (Kirby, 2004) seems to express the same sentiments and goes further to suggest “the experience may be life enhancing: helping with personal development, including increased confidence, self-esteem, and the belief that their views matter and can effect change”.    Participatory research is also youth work standard 27 of the National Occupational Standards for youth work ‘engage young people in the strategic development and delivery of youth work’ (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019).  The Ladder of Children's Participation (Hart, 1997) illustrates that the young people involved in the research project will start at rung five, where they are informed on the objectives of the research project and are assigned roles.  Throughout the project, the young people will progress through the rungs on the ladder all the way up to rung eight where decision making between adults and young people are shared. (Fletcher, 2008, p1) implies that research projects that enable young people to reach rung eight of the participation ladder “ empower young people while at the same time enabling them to access and learn from the life experience and expertise of adults”.

[image: Hart's (1992) ladder of young people's participation]
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As this proposal is hypothetical, a university Ethical Approval From has not been submitted. However, if the research was going to be undertaken the author acknowledges an approval form would need to be submitted before commencing any research and is aware that any research with young people that may cause them any upset or trauma will not be granted ethical approval from the university. (Please see appendix one for a copy of the university’s Ethical Approval Form.) As the young people involved will be under eighteen years old, parental consent will also be required as well as the young person’s consent.  Consent will be required for the young people in the research group along with any young people taking part in the focus groups.  (See appendix two for an example of parental consent form for young people in the research group and appendix three for parental consent form for young people taking part in the focus groups.)

Firstly, it is important to identify and outline any ethical issues that may appear within the participatory research.  Before young people start the research, the author will ensure that all young people fully understand the research project and timescale so they can give their informed consent.  An information sheet on the research project will be given to members of the research group. (Please see appendix four for the information sheet).  Youth workers will explain to all the young people involved that, their participation is purely voluntary, by “choosing to become involved in the work,” (Smith, 2013, p2).  Young people will be informed they have the right to withdraw their consent at any time and all will respect their decision.  Young people will also be made aware that there will be some level of confidentially afforded however, if they or someone else is at risk of harm, the information would then be passed on to relevant agencies.  The author has studied the Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, (BERA, 2018) and has taken in to consideration, understood the principles of consent. The author fully transparent, “open and honest with participants and other stakeholders, avoiding appropriate data are collected, or that the welfare of the researchers is not put in jeopardy” and believes that research “should be conducted within an ethic of respect for persons, knowledge, values and for the quality of educational research”. (BERA, 2018, p15)

Once the ethical approval form has been submitted and granted and parental and young people’s consent agreed, then the research project can commence.                   The research group will be tasked to devise some questions during youth club sessions to ask the young people who will make up the focus group. A focus group is a method of qualitative data collection. (O.Nyumba, Wilson, Derrick and Mukherjee, 2018, p1) further explains that it is used to “gain an in‐depth understanding of social issues and aims to obtain data from a purposely selected group of individuals rather than from a statistically representative sample of a broader population”. Milford Haven School have agreed for the research group to hold the focus groups during school time and will distribute and collect parental consent letters to pupils who wish to participate.  Five pupils from the main age demographic groups, year seven, year eight and year nine, who do not currently attend youth club, will be required. Three focus groups will be required for validity, this is known as triangulation. (Carter et al., 2014, p546) propose, “triangulation has been viewed as a qualitative research strategy to test validity through the convergence of information from different sources”.  The research group will devise five questions to ask the focus groups, questions for all age groups will be the same; however, techniques for asking the questions can vary for the differing age range.  Silverman (2003) comments that research questions need to be basic order to organise and give direction to the project. In order to engage with young people, questions need to be young person friendly, effective and meaningful. (UNICEF, 2015) states that “children and young people have the right to receive, seek and give information”.   The research group will be advised that the questions need to ascertain why the people in the focus groups do not come to youth club.  Research group members will also have had prior training on member checking before delivering the focus groups to clarify the young people’s responses. Birt et al also imply that member checking is also known as:
[bookmark: _GoBack] participant or respondent validation, it is a technique for exploring the credibility of results. Data, responses or results are returned to participants to check for accuracy and resonance with their experiences.  (Birt et al., 2016, p1802).

As this is a hypothetical proposal it is unknown what questions the research group will devise however, below is an example of what questions they could have produced;
Do you know that there is a youth club in Milford Haven?
What do you think happens in youth club?
Do you take part in any extracurricular activities? If so what?


What days are your extracurricular activities on? 

Do you have access to transport to and from youth club?
Is the youth club within walking distance of your home?



Where do you live?
Do you know youth club is free?


The research group with support from the author will also work as a group to formulate techniques for asking the questions in line with The National Occupational Standards for Youth Work, standards YW08 and YW11 “enabling young people to work in groups” and “plan, prepare and facilitate activities with young people”.  Again, as this is theoretical proposal, the techniques are unknown but suggestions could look like the chart below:

	YEAR 7
	YEAR 8
	YEAR 9

	· Research group ask questions and pupils write responses on post it notes and stick on to a feedback wall

· Move with your feet – pupils are asked a question and they move to a certain part of the room to give their answer. For example, do you know there is a youth club in Milford Haven? No’s to the left side of the room and yes walk to the right.
	· Research group to design a Kahoot quiz so pupils can access the questionnaire in a quiz format and can access on their phones of club iPad.

· Paper questionnaire

· Write responses on white boards and research group take note of responses
	· Research group design questionnaire on an online platform like Survey Monkey.

· Paper questionnaire


· Instagram poll

· Facebook poll on Youth club Facebook page



In Milford Haven, there is also an area highlighted by the Neighbourhood Policing Team, where young people congregate and are perceived to be displaying anti-social behaviour.  To gain knowledge on why this cohort of young people do not attend youth club, the research group will be tasked with organising and delivering a creative session with this group of young people alongside youth workers. Youth workers and research group will identify this group of young people and make a visit beforehand to explain our research proposal and ask if they would like to be involved in a creative session and hand out parental consent forms. 
As previously stated as this is a hypothetical research proposal, the research group could design a creative group session to be delivered down Milford Marina with permission from Milford Haven Port Authority.  This will enable young people to become participative in youth work in accordance with (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018, p8) who suggest opportunities offered should be “encouraging and supporting young people to become partners in, and share responsibility for, the opportunities, learning processes and decision-making structures which affect their own and other people's lives and environments”.  The session will be very creative, thus allowing young people the opportunity to be expressive, this is another required pillar of youth work in Wales, again in compliance with (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) who state youth work should be “encouraging and enabling young people to express their understanding and knowledge and their ideas, opinions, emotions and aspirations through a broad range of creative and often challenging opportunities”.
The research group will contact a local graffiti artist and ask him to run a workshop on graffiti artistry.  Demonstrations from the artist and attempts from the young people will be sprayed on to very large plywood boards, when the boards have been decorated, the graffiti artist will graffiti questions along each board.  (See appendix five for example of what the boards may look like.)  The questions will be same as the questions asked the school focus groups, young people involved will then be given a marker pen to write their answers on each board.  Whilst young people are participating in this session, the research group members will be talking about youth club and the type of activities that are delivered and answering any questions the young people taking part in the exercise may have.  (Please see appendix six for an example of a risk assessment for this detached session). Upon completion of the detached session, the focus group will have a range of responses to analyse at a later date, This session would meet many of the required standards in compliance with (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019) such as “YW10 Facilitate young people’s empowerment through their active involvement in youth work, YW23 Investigate the needs of young people and the community in relation to youth work, YW27 Facilitate and engage young people in the strategic development and delivery of youth work”.

The second methodology of research that will be utilised will use a quantitative approach.  Quantitative research according to (Williamson and Johanson, 2018, p12) “deals with data that are numerical or that can be converted into numbers. The basic methods used to investigate numerical data are called statistics”. Methods of collecting quantitative research can include surveys and questionnaires.   (Choy (2014) notes that a major weakness of quantitative research is that it does not have human beliefs or opinions but does acknowledge this method for speed and reliability as strengths.

The quantitative method of research will require the research group to contact Milford Haven School to request statistical information on the total number of pupils on school roll, with a breakdown of numbers into specific year groups.  This method of quantitative research will ‘produce hard facts and statistics’ (Willis, 2009) and when analysed will inform the research group of the possible potential numbers of young people who could be attending youth club.  

When the research has been completed, it is then the responsibility of the research group and youth worker to analyse the data.  (Simplilearn, 2020, p1) define data analysis as “the process of cleaning, changing, and processing raw data, and extracting actionable, relevant information that helps to make informed decisions”. (Sapin, 2009, p166) suggests that analysing data “identifies emerging patterns and draws conclusions about their meaning and significance”.  
As this assignment was based on a theoretical research proposal, there is no data to analyse, however, if an analysis of data was required, the research group would do so following the steps below;

· Transcribing the data – look through all the responses from the mixed methodology methods.
· Coding – (Gibbs, 2007) explained that this is the process “where you define what the data you are analysing are about”.  The research group could look at ways of coding the responses on the five focus group questions.
· Look for patterns – did the responses from the focus groups highlight a common theme, for example did many of the young people state they did not attend youth club, as transport was a barrier?


· Sort the data collecting in to themes – did the different age focus groups have different responses, for example did the majority of the year nine group say they attended other extracurricular activities on a certain night compared to the year sevens group saying they did not know there was a youth club in Milford Haven.
· Perform a diamond ranking exercise to highlight most common responses to each of the five questions asked at the focus group sessions.

Once the research group has analysed the findings of the research proposal, the next step would be to identify any areas that need action.  Making recommendations to address any issues highlighted, according to (Sapin, 2009, p166) “is a key feature of action research, participatory research and youth work practice”.   As this is a hypothetical research project, there are no actual findings to analyse and make recommendations on, however the author recognises that if this research were undertaken there would be many actions and recommendations that would become apparent on evaluation of the project.  For the purpose of this assignment, theoretical findings, recommendations and actions are listed below; literature has also been explored around the topic of declining numbers in youth clubs.

	Findings from questions answered by focus groups
	Action / recommendations

	Do you know that there is a youth club in Milford Haven?

	If there is a large number of responses that state they are unaware that there is a youth club in Milford Haven, then the youth club needs to be promoted.  Youth workers could go in to the comprehensive school and to year six in primary schools and hold an assembly on youth club.  Informing young people of the activities that take place in club, where it is located, what days/times it runs and disseminate membership forms and monthly planners advertising what activities are on offer. 

	Do you take part in any extracurricular activities? If so what?

	Identify what extracurricular activities are the most popular and try to combine them in to youth club activities.

	What days are your extracurricular activities on? 

	Examine if any of the most popular extracurricular actives clash with the evenings youth clubs are facilitated.  If so, hold a consultation with young people to identify if the nights of youth club could change.

	Where do you live?

	If a number of responses are that some of the young people live too far to walk to youth club then a recommendation could be to look at facilitating a detached session in that area.  For example, Milford Haven is split in to six wards and covers a large area.  Young people who live in the Hakin or Hubberston wards are out of walking distance to the youth centre.

	Do you have access to transport to and from youth club?

	If young people from areas such as Hubberston and Hakin wanted to attend the youth club but have no transport, recommendations could be to explore options of using Pembrokeshire Youth Service’s minibus to transport the young people.

	Do you know youth club is free?

	If there are, many responses from the focus groups that young, people are unaware that youth club is free, changes to the membership form could be implemented so it states clearly that there is no cost to attend youth club.  A notice could also go on the youth club’s social media to highlight the point and this could help to remove a barrier to participation if finance is a problem.



After examining relevant literature a potential reason for declining numbers in youth clubs could be the reduction in funding youth services are receiving. (Weale, 2020) reports that “Spending on youth services in England and Wales has been cut by 70% in real terms in less than a decade, with the loss of £1bn of investment resulting in zero funding in some areas”.  If youth services are receiving less funding then it is obvious that all parts of the service will be hit.  If the budget for open access provision is drastically reduced then it will have an impact on the activities and opportunities it can offer young people.  For example if an item of  equipment becomes damaged and there is no funding to replace it then young people may stop attending that youth club as the activity they enjoyed participating in is now no longer on offer.  Anecdotally youth workers also report that young people became regular attenders of youth clubs so they could engage in new learning opportunities such as residentials and trips. Before funding cuts these opportunities were often subsidised by the youth service so all young people had the chance to participate without financial issues becoming a barrier to participation.  Young people’s attendance at youth clubs could decline, as they may perceive no benefit in attending if they cannot have access to opportunities they previously had advantage of.  (Welsh Government, 2021, p2) reported that “stakeholders across all sectors felt they were being asked to do more with less funding, which was compounded by a shift towards placing more emphasis on targeted provision towards employment”. This suggesting funding has shifted towards targeted provision other than open access universal provision.
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Appendices


Appendix one: Copy of university’s Ethical Approval Form
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	

	2
	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	3
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	4
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	Centre for Childhood, Youth & Education


	5
	Campus:
	Monkton


	6
	E-mail address:
	


	7
	Contact Telephone Number:
	

	
	For students:

	8
	Student Number:
	

	9
	Programme of Study:
	BA Youth Work & Social Education

	10
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	




SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	3
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	4
	
	Other (write in)

	☒	22/10/2020



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	2
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	British Educational Research Association [BERA] (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition, London.
	☒



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	1
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	2
	If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	3
	Institution
	


	4
	Contact person name
	


	5
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	6
	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	8
	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	9
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	10
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	11
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	12
	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	13
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	14
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	

	2
	Proposed start date:
	
	Proposed end date:
	

	3
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	4
	Purpose of Research Activity


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Research Question



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Aims of Research Activity


(this box should expand as you type)

	7
	Objectives of Research Activity

.

(this box should expand as you type)

	8
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	9
	
This research will be conducted by literature review.





(this box should expand as you type)



Appendix Two: Consent form for research group members
[image: C:\Users\bevingtonj\Desktop\Pembs youth.jpg]
PARENTAL CONSENT FORM


 Your child has expressed an interest to take part in a research group being conducted by Julie Bevington (Community Youth Worker) to explore reasons why young people are not attending youth club.  Your child will be a member of the research group and will plan and deliver focus group sessions at the school (in school time).  The research group will also help facilitate a detached focus group session at Milford Marina (date to be confirmed) with youth workers.  

 Freedom to Withdraw or Refuse Participation: I understand that my child has the right to withdraw consent and leave the research group at any time without prejudice from the youth workers or other group members.

 Questions? Please feel free to ask the youth worker any questions before signing the consent form or at any time during or after the study.



Informed Consent Statement

I, ______________, give permission for my child, _______________ to participate in the research group.  The study has been explained to my child and I, and I understand that my child’s right to withdraw from participating or refuse to participate will be respected. I give this consent voluntarily.

Parent/Guardian Signature:                                Signature Date:
_________________________________          _______________________


Young person Signature			   Signature Date:



Appendix three: Consent for focus group members

[image: C:\Users\bevingtonj\Desktop\Pembs youth.jpg]
Your child has expressed an interest to participate in a focus group being conducted by a research group of young people.  The focus groups will look to examine why young people do not attend their local youth club.  Your child will be a member of  a focus group to represent their year group.  The focus groups will be delivered during the school day at the school, with youth workers supporting the session.  

 Freedom to Withdraw or Refuse Participation: I understand that my child has the right to withdraw consent and leave the research group at any time without prejudice from the youth workers or other group members.

 Questions? Please feel free to ask the youth worker any questions before signing the consent form or at any time during or after the study.

Informed Consent Statement

I, ______________, give permission for my child, _______________ to participate in the focus group.  The study has been explained to my child and I and I understand that my child’s right to withdraw from participating or refuse to participate will be respected. I give this consent voluntarily.

Parent/Guardian Signature:                                Signature Date:
_________________________________          _______________________


Young person Signature			   Signature Date:




Appendix four: Information sheet for research group members

Thank you for agreeing to take part in this research project and for becoming a member of the research group.

What are we researching?
We are going to carry out research to find out why young people do not come to youth club

How will we do it?
Research group members will devise five questions to ask three focus groups up the school on a day agreed with the school.  A further creative detached session will also be planned and co-delivered by the research group members down Milford Haven marina to ask the young people who meet up there why they do not attend young people.

How long will it take?
The whole research project is expected to take 6 weeks.  This period will allow the group time to devise questions, carry out focus groups up the school, and deliver a session down the marina and to analyse the findings and make recommendations.  All group sessions apart from the school focus groups and one session down the marina will all be in youth club time.

What if I decide I do not want to be in the group anymore?
Your participation is vital to the success of the research project, however if you do not want to carry on being in the research group then of course you can withdraw your consent at any point with full respect of staff and other group members.

If you require more information or wish to speak to the youth worker, please do not hesitate to ask!

Thank you again for participating in this project!

[image: Image result for Smile Emoji. Size: 103 x 106. Source: www.bootcampmedia.co.uk]

Appendix Five: Example of what graffiti boards could look like

[image: Graffiti Street Art Wall Paper Mural | Buy at EuroPosters]Where do you live?



[image: Face off: Should graffiti art be treated with as much respect as classical  paintings? - YP | South China Morning Post]What hobbies have
 you got?



Appendix 6 – Example of risk assessment for detached creative focus group.
HEALTH AND SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT:
Creative focus group session

	Person responsible:
 
Julie Bevington

	Place: Milford Haven Marina 
T: 01646 697967

Date of Activity:TBC
	Assessed By: Julie Bevington


                                                                 Date:  04/05/2021

	Manager:

Liz Griffiths

	Task, Activity or Situation:

Detached focus group creative session

	Re-assessment date:

 




	    

    HAZARD


	

WHO MIGHT BE
HARMED AND HOW?
	           
              
       EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES              
	
RISK

	     

WHAT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO CONTROL THE RISK?
	
   BY WHO?



	Detached creative activities 
	Staff, young people and members of the public 
	Staff have familiarized themselves with the area 

Always carry mobile phone which is charged and has relevant contacts and credit
First aider to be with group where possible and first aid kit carried which is complete and in date. 

Footpaths will be used at all times where possible.

Staff ratios are satisfactory. 


Staff experienced in dealing with Challenging behavior. 

Staff to access well lit areas where possible


Weather appropriate uniform to be worn at all times by staff. 

Appropriate clothing to be worn – ensure good visibility and avoid clothing that can impose a risk to staff or others

Dynamic risk assessments to be continually developed and discussed with all staff members

Staff to assess the weather conditions before session if bad weather to move event to Milford Youth Centre. 

Emergency contact and medical/allergy information for staff and young people is established. This information on young people will be available at Milford Haven Youth Centre via the QES system. 

Emergency contact for staff is established, staff to log in and out with Police – phone 101 


	Low 
	Staff and research group clearly understand their roles and responsibilities. 
All to receive a copy of the risk assessment before the event.



Staff to work in pairs at a minimum at all times.



Staff have received appropriate training


I.D badges for research group and staff carried 

Logo visible










If weather poses a risk session to be moved to Milford Haven Youth Centre









Any medical, allergy medication is carried for staff will be held with the lead worker and by staff.
	All

	

	Young people and staff  
	Personal safety - code word established within staff team and implemented if at risk 



Young people are supervised by staff and external parties when participating in an activity. 

Appropriate clothing to be worn during activities. Ensure young people have correct PPE when completing activities such as spray painting.


Activity will start and end at the identified place – Under the Bridge, Milford Haven Marina.

Activity will only be delivered in an environment that is well lit and away from any vehicles moving and static. 

Area cordoned off for activity to avoid vehicles entering. 

Staff to check area before starting activity for any potential hazards, dog mess, glass, sharp objects.


	Low 
	Code word ‘blue file’ to be used if appropriate



Rules and health and safety measures are made clear before activity begins. 
Take extra care when resources (such as spray cans) are being used. Safety rules to be discussed before activity and reinforced throughout the activity.  



Any person behaving inappropriately will be asked to leave the activity 


Permission has been gained to use land 

Emergency contact number for port authority has been given to lead worker. (Lead worker to have a contact number for the Marina team).

Any incidents to be recorded and filed at centre

Staff to check that areas are secure and that no vehicles can enter the area with activity is taking place. 

Litter pickers to be taken to clear area before activity starts.

Only litter will be put into the bins, Dog feces and sharp objects will be avoided at all times
Any dog mess will be avoided and area checked before activity. Staff will point out and dangers before the activity begins and will continue to risk assess the area during the project activity. 


Any sharps will be reported to PCC

	All

	
	
	Toilets at Bowling alley to be used for activity.


All physical activities to be led by qualified persons –delivered and facilitated by the company contracted to deliver.

Risk assessments to be carried out by organisation delivering the activity. 

All staff facilitating activities will have an up to date DBS check. These documents will be checked by Community youth worker prior to the project.

The activity area will be sectioned off my Milford Haven Port Authority. 
	
	




All companies to share relevant Risk Assessments with the Port Authority prior to the event. 

Companies and organisations to share relevant insurance documents with Milford Haven Port Authority.
	

	Welfare
	Staff, Young People and Public
	Toilet facilities are available at the Phoenix Bowl / Tesco. Staff will brief participants on the location and directions to these facilities. 

 
	LOW 
	Pedestrian crossings will be used to cross from the boat yard to the Marina Office. 

It will be highlighted at the briefing it is the individual’s personal responsibility to get to and from the toilet facilities. Appropriate behavior will be encouraged and volunteers will be instructed to use the pedestrian crossing.
	All

	Walking around activity grounds
	Young people, staff, public
	
Footpaths will be used at all times where possible.

Staff ratios are satisfactory 

Pedestrian crossings will be used whenever possible 

Sign in sheet will be provided. All individuals participating will need to sign in. 

First aid kit will be carried.

Mobile phone will be carried. 


	LOW 
	
If inappropriate behavior takes place the person will be asked to leave the activity.






First Aid Point at event identified and known to all participants and staff. De-fib located within the Marina Control Office.


	
AA  All
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