				Policing the Public: Assignment 1

This is an essay based around the topics of crime and anti-social behaviour and how they can affect local communities. It will be taking an in-depth look at what the Police do to tackle crimes within communities and what can be classed as effective and appropriate within their actions. This essay will also be discussing the lasting effects of crimes to the communities and how their trust in the Police can be improved but also how it has been damaged over certain events through time. In this essay there will be an in-depth look at a high-profile event that has shaped communities and their thoughts on the Police force on how they may have been involved with it and possibly what actions they took to resolve the issues caused but a specific event. The importance of discussing a topic such as this is because especially in recent years the public perception on the Police force has not been at its highest, this is due to many different events and actions that the Police did which then and now seemed to cruel to be justified. An example of an event that negatively shaped an image of the Police force is the George Floyd incident which will be discussed and explained in great depth to further explain how the actions of the Police force have shaped the view and trust that the public have in them. To bring this essay back to the topic of crime and anti-social behaviour in communities, it will be discussed how best to prevent and respond to those offences. How different communities can differ from one another is also an interesting subtopic to discuss which will also add more depth to the essay question and this will be discussed in a thorough explanation in order to address the main topic in greater detail. 
The first thing to discuss within this topic is exactly what the definitions of crime and anti-social behaviour are and how they can possibly differ from one another. A simple definition of what a crime can be is that it can simply be just an act that is against the law which depends a lot on where exactly the definition has come from. Different definitions have specific criteria to take place for it to be considered a crime such as it being a ‘deliberate act that causes physical or psychological harm, damage to or loss of property, and is against the law’ (Victim Support, n.d.). Whereas Criminologist known as Paul Tappan included “an intentional act in violation of the criminal law committed without defense or excuse, and penalized by the state” (Tappan, 1947) as his definition of crime which outlines minor differences between the definitions but differences, nonetheless. 
The next essential topic to define within an essay like such is the offences that can be classed as anti-social behaviour. Now anti-social behaviour is a type of offence that can happen in areas where there is a high amount of civilisation and young and youthful people who think that it can be fun or some way or other beneficial to their lives. What this type of offence specifically entails are acts that are considered to cause ‘noise, harassment, verbal abuse and vandalism’ (Crimestoppers, n.d.). The way that acts as such are seen to be commonly done by young people is that ‘As the person grows into adolescence and into their teens, high-risk activities also start to occur such as drug and alcohol abuse, unprotected sex, and theft’ (Stonewater, 2021). It is the type of acts that can be seen as fun, cool or comedic to some but to others can be seen as cruel and unnecessary because there is no major gain from acts of anti-social behaviour if unaddressed or ignored. 
The Police aim to lower the rates of anti-social behaviour in communities because these particular types of offences are types that can happen more than once and often when observing specific areas and communities. As acts of anti-social behaviour include offences such as vandalism, harassment and misdemeanour, they are acts that are also simple to avoid any major or in some cases minor punishments as these are seen as minor offences at that. These types of offences can also be a ‘continuous, longstanding process whereby victims are repeatedly subjected to abusive behaviour from individuals who typically are known to them’ (East Staffordshire Borough Council, 2022.). Though there are times where matters such as minor ASB offences are not treated with as much importance and care as the Police would over a homicide or any other type of crime that requires more officers to handle. The major issue that causes this is the lack of staff which can once again depend on the area, this issue does occur in many areas in the UK and seeing to every anti-social behaviour related call can be more complicated when there are other calls with higher severity and risk which desperately need handling by officers. 
An impact that crime and ASB can have on victims and communities is that the safety of a specific area can be at risk as crime and ASB rates increase. The increase of these specific acts can make those living in a particular area or estate can feel as though there is no moment of safety which is evidently what no person would ever wish on their families. Places that can be classed as hotspots are very negative for those who wish to live lives free of danger as anybody can be affected by crimes. Not only the victims of crimes and anti-social behaviour are affected as for example residents of a specific area can be aware of specific cases and crime rates within their estate which can spark fear for them, and although there are appropriate authorities to handle these issues, it is well known that the police force can not be everywhere and unfortunately some cases of ASB go unrecorded and unsolved. 
Another one of the impacts that crime and anti-social behaviour in particular can have on communities can be that when not dealt with by the police or appropriate authorities then the lack of trust in the relevant authorities is compromised thus less ASB offences and incidents going unreported which in time causes further issues for not only individuals but communities as a whole. Trust in the police is vitally important as it has always been, this is because the police were established to protect life and ensure that the law is followed by all and when the trust between the public and the police is worsened. It can then start to cause issues as no one would show any respect towards the police thus showing a worse relationship which in time affects how the police do their job due to issues that arise that could be avoided. A way that they are aware of the public opinion is that according to the IOPC they ‘run surveys to ask members of the public their view of us as an organisation, and about the police complaints system. The results from the survey help us to assess the impact our work is having’ (IOPC, 2022).
The way that police are supposed to act are in ways that are compulsory for the force and are only for the benefit of those they serve. They are expected to treat the general public with respect and fairness for all. According to the college of policing, it is evident that ‘As a police service, we must show impartiality throughout all our dealings with colleagues, partners and members of the public. This is achieved by being unprejudiced, fair and objective’ (College of Policing, 2023). Communicating with each individual with the same mindset and manner reduces risks of worse crimes taking place and in time shapes better communities by ensuring that more people are working with the police rather than aiming to oppose them. 
It is also vitally important that every police officer follows each rule and standard to the way originally intended and by doing so there is less risk for the police to be seen as unreliable and unfit to be there for protection. Although if for example one police officer uses a power unlawfully then it is solely the responsibility of that officer rather than the police as a whole, though unfortunately the public and local communities would not always see it that way. As stated by Jennifer Brown who works in UK Parliament ‘Police personnel are individually responsible for ensuring their use of their powers is lawful, proportionate and necessary’ (Brown, 2021). Specifically, what constitutes as effective and appropriate police action would be that they can attend community meetings to discuss and understand issues with ASB with more depth. It was also found that what the police do to tackle cases of anti-social behaviour can have immense impact in the progression towards crime reduction which also according to the College of Policing ‘Focusing action on crime and anti-social behaviour hot spots, repeat victims and prolific or high volume offenders is an effective way to allocate resources for crime reduction’ (College of Policing, 2021).
As the issue of ASB and crime communities can be on the rise, the appropriate authorities have had no choice but to act in ways that in time prevent and ultimately make a response to this issue. A way in particular that for example the police attempt to prevent crime and ASB in communities is that they send officers on foot patrols which not only helps stop acts against the law at the time occurring but can deter people from the idea of committing an offence in the first place thus preventing ASB from taking place. A test by the University of Cambridge has come to a conclusion that ‘on days with foot patrols, the crime harm severity scores were 44% to 88% lower than on days in which no patrol was provided’ (Payne, 2021). Another way that authorities attempt to accomplish this feat, specifically the council is that they have the power to act in ways that somewhat punish the offender from committing acts of ASB. The way that they do that is they can ‘evict the person responsible for the behaviour, if they are a local authority tenant’ or ‘offer the victim alternative accommodation’ (Citizens Advice, n.d.).
A high profile event that links well with this topic is the incident involving the death of George Floyd. The name George Floyd is widely known due to the tragic murder that occurred in 2020. The event is all about how certain members of the police force can be corrupt, racist and cruel, what happened to George Floyd is that he was murdered by a police officer known as Derek Chauvin and he committed this murder due to the racism of the officer. A major point of this story is that George Floyd was murdered all the while he was in police custody. According to the New York Times they took a ‘series of actions that violated the policies of the Minneapolis Police Department and turned fatal, leaving Mr. Floyd unable to breathe, even as he and onlookers called out for help’ (Hill; Tiefenthaler; Triebert; Jordan; Willis; Stein, 2020). The fact that George Floyd was not resisting other than getting in the car due to being claustrophobic while in custody and called out for Chauvin to be given air to breathe but unfortunately ‘Chauvin pinned him to the ground for nine minutes and 29 second’ (History, 2021). The tragic murder of George Floyd led to a number of protests around the world and started the Black Lives Matter movement, the event had immense impact not just on the local community it happened within but a lot of the world as it sparked across the news in many parts of the world. This allowed the Black Lives Matter movement to not only take place in America but across the world. Also, according to the Black Lives Matter UK website they ‘stand together as a social civil rights movement in solidarity in the UK and across the globe to change the world’ (B.L.M, UK, n.d.).
What has been found to be vitally important to the efforts contributing towards the prevention of crime and ASB in communities is that authorities with a common goal get that goal faster achieved when they are working with other forces and agencies to research what can and should be done with the strategies and resources available. ‘Agencies and local authorities must combine resources and share data to understand the problem, the vulnerability of the victim and the drivers of the perpetrator’ (Resolve, n.d.). Sometimes even working with the community to prevent ASB from taking place can be very beneficial as the authorities can understand from a different perspective and by doing that allows room for ideas and acts to take that will protect that community from those issues worsening. 
To conclude this essay, it is important to summarise everything that was covered during this essay. It was discovered how big of an issue that ASB and crime can be on communities and the importance of preventing such occurrences from taking place. It was found that splitting the topic of ASB and crime into sub-topics in order to discuss a larger topic was beneficial in critically evaluating different aspects of what acts of ASB and crime can include. To start with the definitions of the key words in this topic was very essential as it is known best to ensure the reader is aware of what the topic is about in greater detail, discussing definitions was to make sure that words included often within this essay would be understood and would lead to further understanding of the later information. Next it was vital and must be discussed is what exactly the relevant authorities were doing in order to reduce the issues from occurring, not only before they take place but how best to stop these acts from affecting others while they are happening thus stopping the crime from taking place. It was then discussed what ways that the police should act towards anyone especially those that have links with ASB, it was important to research this as it was to find further information on what authorities such as the police should do and should act in those situations. 
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