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A critical evaluation of the forces that shape our perception of Landscape. 
Landscape as a term is used by a wide range of subject areas including but not limited to, history, geography, art, politics, and ecology. Traditionally landscape refers to the physical features of an environment but today it means much more than this. In 2000, the Council of Europe adopted the European Landscape convention (ELC) who defines landscape as, “an area perceived by people whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors,” (Council of Europe, 2000). This definition of landscape puts an emphasis on the perception of an environment or area. This shows there is a subjective experience to landscape. This definition also highlights the interplay of human and natural processes that contribute to the physical affordances of a landscape. Whylie (2007, p.7) surmises this by stating, “A landscape is thus not just the land itself, but the land as seen from a particular point of view or perspective.”
Landscapes are commonly split into two groups. Natural Landscapes which are the product of only natural processes without any human intervention or influence. The other being cultural landscape, Sauer (1925, p.63) defines this as follows, a “cultural landscape is fashioned from natural landscapes by a cultural group. Culture is the agent; nature is the medium the cultural landscape is the result.” Kaymaz (2012) states that not only are landscapes shaped by people, but people are also shaped and inspired by the landscape they are within, be it where they reside or a place that they are visiting. Perceptions of a landscape can be seen as a point of concern for many disciplines to understand, with many attempting to explain this interaction between people and places (Kaymaz, 2012). 
Perception as stated by Bell (1996) is “the activity carried out by the brain by which we interpret what the senses receive. It is not merely a factual reporting but tends to be referenced to associations and expectations already in the mind of the beholder.”  This definition or interpretation of perception shows that there are two factors that influence how perception is made. The first being the physical acquisition of data through the senses (sight, smell, hearing, feel, taste). Whilst the other is the preconceived notions or mental concepts that we have learnt throughout our lives. This process of taking in the raw information through the senses and then crossing it with learnt information is what creates perception (Heijgen, 2013). Overall, once at a landscape the sensory experience is going to be similar for each person. There may be slight differences in how much attention is paid to each sense. Tuan (1966) states “Landscapes do not have specific or universal meanings – their messages vary with culture and personal temperament,” As stated, the main factors that will lead to a difference in perception will come from the learnt information or mental concepts that are acquired through experience, education, mood, religious or cultural background to name a few. It is these influencing factors that will be explored to see how our perception of a landscape is formed. 
People are going to have both differences and similarities when it comes to perceptions of a landscape. Depending on the scale of the group or individual that is being looked at different similarities or differences will be highlighted. These commonalities between individuals could be attributed to other characteristics or qualities they share. One factor that plays a vital role in determining preferences or prejudices for an individual is the culture that they were born and raised in. Culture, as defined by the Cambridge Dictionary (2022), is “the way of life, especially the general customs and beliefs of a particular group of people at a particular time.” Tuan (1974, p.13) highlights how “human beings have made mental worlds to mediate between themselves and external reality.” Culture then can be seen as a group that share mental concepts or worlds, which help them to interpret their experience of the physical world. As per the definition there is no absolute culture, it differs depending on the group of people, and changes with time within any specific group (more on this later). Although people submerged in the same culture will differ wildly there will be shared experiences and values amongst the populous, this could be from the government and the education system. 
Cross cultural comparisons of landscape preferences show that similar cultures (Americans, Europeans, Australians) correlate highly with landscape preferences, whereas dissimilar cultures (e.g., Americans and Indians) showed low correlations (Herzog et al., 2000; Kaplan and Herbert, 1987; Kaplan and Kaplan, 1989; Matijosaitiene, Ucan and Minasyan, 2014). Within Herzog’s et al. (2000, p. 342) article, where Australian and American preferences were quantified, it was concluded that “it was certainly true that cross-cultural similarities were far greater in magnitude than any of the differences found.” But this small difference in magnitude could be a result of “a known similarity between the two cultures” (Herzog et al. 2000, p. 342). As previously mentioned, cultural attitudes, characteristics and values change over time. In the context of landscape perceptions, the cultural changes within the West have influenced on masse the publics opinion or perception of landscapes.
Within Europe, from roughly 1600-1800, there was rigorous change, scientifically, politically, and philosophically, this has been deemed the Enlightenment period or the Age of Reason (British Library, 2022; Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022). During this time period perceptions towards untouched nature were overall negative. This is reflected through the English dictionary for poets in 1650 that characterizes ‘forests’ as terrifying, gloomy, savage forsaken, solitary, and dreary (Schouten, 2005; Heijgen, 2013). Beauty within nature could only be found when it is cultivated, with this being highlighted where Heijgen (2013, p.18) quotes Count de Buffon who stated, “How beautiful she is, this cultivated nature!” The prevalence of rationalism through scientific discovery led to the perception that logic and reason were desirable characteristics, which in-turn transferred to perceptions/preferences of landscape. Desirable landscapes at the time were attributed to what the physical landscape could offer to humans, usable urban spaces were a mark of progress and an affluent civilisation. This reduction of human consciousness that negated emotion and imagination whilst propagating logic and reason gave birth to the Romanticism period that lasted from roughly 1798 to 1837 (Allegretti, 2022). 
The Romantic period is deemed the “golden age of landscape painting in Europe and America,” (Robb, 2010, p.1). Galitz (2004, p.1) states “In romantic art, nature – with its uncontrollable power, unpredictability and potential for cataclysmic extremes – offered an alternative to the ordered world of Enlightenment thought.” During this period, a rise of three aesthetic concepts were established,  the Pastoral, the Picturesque and the Sublime (Robb, 2010). Pastoral landscapes celebrate humankinds' dominion over nature, showing how nature had been tamed. Scenes often depicted “ripe harvests, lovely gardens, manicured lawns with broad vistas,” (Robb, 2010, p.1). The Picturesque refers to aesthetically pleasing nature that has been untouched by humans, “the charm of discovering the landscape in its natural state,” (Robb, 2010, p.2). Edmund Burke (a prominent states man/philosopher in the 1700s) describes these scenes as being liveable but untouched, all elements are gentle, the slopes are not too steep (Heijgen, 2010). Within Burke’s (1767) book he counters these scenic, tame, and hospitable landscapes with the sublime. Which is an overwhelming force, a humbling reminder that humans are not all-powerful. Burke (1767) states “all that stuns the soul, all that imprints a feeling of terror, leads to the sublime.” Although the sublime is inimical to humans there is an attraction towards it. As Heijgen (2013) states there is a tendency for humans to test themselves. This may offer a reason as to why adventure recreation in such inhospitable regions such as mountains (be it climbing, skiing, trekking, or paragliding) are so popular today. Another way the romantic period differed from the Enlightenment was the incorporation and appreciation to the subjective opposed to the scientific objective. Artists subjective mood or feeling was incorporated into the landscapes they were painting. Galitz (2004, p.2) conceptualizes this well whilst quoting John Constable, stating that a sketch represents “nothing but one state of mind – that which you were in at the time.” This could be seen as an incorporation to of the afore mentioned perceptive quality the definition of landscape holds today. Regarding this period Heijgen (2013, p.19) notes how “this was an age of elites,” implying that the views held from the aristocrats may differ from the common person. This does not mean that these views should be dismissed. Many of the concepts that were created are still applicable and resonate with contemporary perceptions and values that are prevalent today. 
Coming to the modern day the influence of man on the environment has only been exacerbated. Although through the romantic movement an emphasis on natural untouched lands are the most desirable, the impact and scale of our impact has only increased. Kaymaz (2012) notes how we are unlikely to encounter a natural landscape in our day to day lives as most landscapes have been modified by humans. As a recognition to the impact of globalisation, modern perceptions towards landscape have turned more fostering in nature. This sustainable ethos can be seen through the United Nations’ (UN) 17 sustainable goals (Sds.un.org, 2022). Originally the UN was created to maintain “international peace and security, developing friendly relations among nations and promoting social progress, living standards and human rights,” (Un.org, 2022, p.1). The 51 countries that make the UN agreed in 2015 on 17 goals that should be met by 2030 for the good of the planet and all that inhabit it. It is a global response to the global impact that humans as a species are having on the planet, we call home. Some of the goals include, creating sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, affordable and clean energy, ending poverty, hunger and ensuring quality education for all. Perhaps some of the goals are farfetched in terms of how achievable they are within the given time frame. But personally, I take solace in knowing that serious conversations about these global issues are occurring and some thought is going into how many of these humanitarian issues can be resolved. 
Another contemporary framework that contributes to the sustainable and stewarding green movement seen today is Sense of place. Sense of place is a recent phenomenon which is theorized to incite pro-environmental ideals and behaviours (Kudryavtsev, Stedman and Krasny, 2012).
The term place has been used for as long as geography has been written down, but only until the 1970s was it ascribed and conceptualised to have a set of meanings and attachments (Cresswell, 2009). Place consists of three key components, location, locale, and sense of place (National Geographic, 2022; Cresswell, 2009). Location is simply where the objective point on the planet that a place is, simply the coordinates or grid reference of an area (Cresswell, 2009). Locale refers to “the material setting for social relations – the way a place looks,” (Cresswell, 2009, p.1). sense of place is a more nebulous concept and focuses on the relation of emotions that are evoked within people in a particular place (Cresswell, 2009). Sense of place works on any scale that is looked at, for example there are shared sense of places that can be found throughout the media and literature of a particular point in time. Even if you have not been to a particular place there is potential that you will have preconceived notions of what that place is like – you attribute meaning to it that you have learnt throughout your life.  
Although this theory is likely relatable to peoples throughout history the nomenclature and research has only recently been established. People-place relationships have long been discussed before the theoretical basis for sense of place. With (Bailey, 1911, p.41) voicing concerns over our disconnect with our immediate surroundings stating, “We are more likely to know the wonders of China and Brazil than of our own brooks and woods.” This quote resonates with me and my perception of landscapes. As a result of smart phones and the internet it is amazingly easy for me to see spectacular events or places. There is duality to this. Both catastrophic and wonderous spectacles are easily accessible. By being able to see the wonders of faraway lands as Baileys (1911) quote suggests it not only made me overlook my local landscapes but see them as mundane. Perhaps it was a combination of an over familiarity and a willingness to dismiss what was in front of me that made these landscapes on my screen seem more appealing. On the other side of the coin, it is also easy to see the environmentally catastrophic events that occur around the world. For example, Griffins (2017) Carbon majors report highlights how just 100 companies are the source of over 70% of all greenhouse emissions. This personally makes my efforts of being sustainable and reducing my impact on the environment seem futile. I keep asking myself how can one person combat the millions of tonnes of CO2 being produced by a handful of companies? This focus on the macro made it seem too massive a task to tackle on my own. It is through a connection to my immediate environment that I have found a reason to reduce my impact. By focusing on the micro, I can see the difference that I make to my local area, this could as simple as picking up any litter that I see whilst walking. By making this conscious effort to reduce my impact and it also leaks into other aspects of my life. By focusing on what was in front of me and seeing the effect first hand it also gave me an appreciation for what was on my doorstep. It is also through my education that influences my decisions and informs them. The main factor to what extent landscapes matter to me I believe comes from my education. If it were not for the degree that I am studying I would not know about sense of place or the forces that influence our perception of a landscape. By researching into the key theoretical foundations of what influences our perception of landscape I can recognise within myself how my past experiences influence my interaction with the landscape. My main personal findings that resonate with me is sense of place, being able to step back from the bombardment of information from social media and the internet. By focusing on my immediate surrounding and having an appreciation for them it helps me understand the larger context of landscape perception and the need for the current phenomenon of stewarding our environment so that future generations can enjoy the great outdoors in the same way I and past generations have. Manzo and Perkins (2006) reviewed the environmental literature, concluding that people are more motivated to protect places that are meaningful to them. Kaltenborn (1998) also found that there was a significant correlation between place attachment and a proactiveness to actively combat and find solutions for potential environmental problems. By learning how our impact can affect our immediate surroundings lessons can be extrapolated and fostered into the wider context of conservation and sustainable behaviours.
This paper aimed to review the influencing factors that are at play to form one’s perception of the landscape. Although not all the factors could be addressed the history of societal perceptions throughout modern history were addressed. Landscape perception offers a reflection of the ideals of time, with the predecessor influencing the contemporary ideals. The choice to ravage the lands for its natural resources for advancements scientifically, technologically, and socially improved quality of life on the national level bringing in creature comforts. This sparked the romantic movement putting an emphasis on natural landscapes and an appreciation for mother nature's beauty. The effects of our acquisition of natural resources, which have only increased throughout time, are only now being recognised and addressed. The actions and decisions that are executed now will leave a lasting impression on how this time will be remembered throughout history. The outdoor adventure recreation industry has been experiencing exponential growth with a 195% increase from 2010 to 2014 and a projected further increase of 33% by 2023 (Allied Market Research, 2018; WTO, 2014). Maybe this increase is a recognition to the hubris of humankind and a display of recognition to Edmund Burkes definition of the ‘Sublime’. Showing that people want to be humbled and taught a lesson in humility by natures wonderous landscapes. 
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