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What are the Challenges and Opportunities for Students in the Digital Era, and How Can They Adapt to Succeed? 

[bookmark: _Toc232452252]Component 1: Development of Academic Skills 

[bookmark: _Toc232452253]1. Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
The first source selected is Alenezi, Wardat, and Akour (2023), which was retrieved from Google Scholar and other academic sources. This source is considered current because it was published in 2023; the material is relevant to the use of technology in modern education. The article is very topical, as it focuses on the problems and potential of digital education in higher education. The authors of this article are academic scholars, and it has been published in Sustainability, a peer-reviewed journal, having evident authority. There are evidence-based discussions and references to prior research that support the source's accuracy. The article's intent is educational and does not advocate any specific perspective; it introduces the audience to the concept of digital education.

FullReference: 

Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. and Akour, M., 2023. The need for integrating digital education in higher education: Challenges and opportunities. Sustainability, 15(6), p.4782.
The second source is Birla (2023), which was obtained via Google Scholar. When evaluating an article using the CRAAP Test, note that the article is from 2023, indicating it is fairly current. The source is relevant because it addresses the problems faced by education and the media in the digital world. Authority is given by means of publication in the Journal of Communication and Management. The evidence-based arguments presented in the article are supported to ensure their accuracy. 

Full Reference: 

Birla, R., 2023. The challenges of media education in the digital era. Journal of Communication and Management, 2(04), pp.281-288.
[bookmark: _Toc232452254]2. Synthesis of Academic Sources
Both sources emphasise a common theme: the influence of Digital Transformation on Higher Education. Alenezi, Wardat, and Akour (2023) assert that digital technology offers flexible and accessible learning opportunities while also posing challenges for implementation and engagement. In the same way, Birla (2023) emphasises the impact of speedy technological changes on education and the need for students to acquire new skills.
Both studies reflect a sound approach to digital education, each focusing on it in different ways. Alenezi, Wardat, and Akour (2023) focus on the institutional integration of digital learning, whereas Birla (2023) emphasises the challenges students encounter in digital learning contexts. Whilst it is important that these remain isolated sources, it is also valuable to be able to synthesise them in order to gain a wider understanding and appreciation of the nature of digital learning, as it is helpful to incorporate the institutional versus the student-centred viewpoints to ensure a broader assessment of any particular challenges and opportunities.

[bookmark: _Toc232452255]3. Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity
Both sources highlight a challenge for students in adapting to the continually evolving nature of digital technologies and learning environments (Birla, 2023). Pupils might lack confidence in using and engaging with digital platforms.
There's an important opportunity enabling access to flexible learning resources. According to Alenezi, Wardat and Akour (2023), digital education has the potential to enhance learning opportunities by providing students with better access to learning resources from anytime and anywhere, which can help to increase the educational accessibility and engagement.

[bookmark: _Toc232452256]4. Academic Planning
Component 2 will start with an introduction to digital learning in higher education. The challenges section will be completed first, as it focuses on challenges that directly impact students' success. This will be followed by opportunities for students to learn digital technologies and strategies they can adapt. Academic skills – such as digital literacy, critical evaluation and time management skills – will be investigated.
	Task
	Date/Deadline

	Finish research
	Week 1

	Draft first section
	Week 1

	Complete first draft
	Week 2

	Final editing
	Week 2


[bookmark: _Toc232452257]
Reference List (Component 1)
Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. and Akour, M., 2023. The need of integrating digital education in higher education: Challenges and opportunities. Sustainability, 15(6), p.4782.
Birla, R., 2023. The challenges of media education in the digital era. Journal of Communication and Management, 2(04), pp.281–288.




[bookmark: _Toc232452258]Component 2: Application of Academic Skills 

What are the Challenges and Opportunities for Students in the Digital Era, and How Can They Adapt to Succeed?
[bookmark: _Toc232452259]
Introduction
Digital learning is a key aspect of HE and is perceived as the way for students to acquire information, interact with their peers and build their knowledge. As technology advances, the opportunities available to students in education continue to grow, and, at the same time, new challenges present themselves which impact academic achievement. Recognising these challenges and opportunities is crucial, given students' expectations to interact with digital technologies throughout the educational process. This report reviews the common issues students are likely to encounter in the digital age, considers the opportunities that digital technologies bring to students' learning, discusses adaptations students can make to succeed and develop academic skills within the context of students' success with adaptations, and looks at the role of academic skills in adaptation to a rapidly changing learning environment.
[bookmark: _Toc232452260]Challenges for Students in the Digital Era
One significant challenge facing students is the need to adapt continuously to rapidly changing technologies. According to Birla (2023), digital transformation has altered educational practices, requiring learners to develop new technical and communication skills. Students who lack digital competence may struggle to engage effectively with online learning platforms, digital resources, and virtual collaboration tools. This can negatively affect academic performance and participation.
Another challenge involves managing information effectively. As Mulyana (2023) argues, the digital era provides access to vast amounts of information, making it difficult for students to distinguish between credible and unreliable sources. The development of critical evaluation skills is therefore essential. Kamran (2025) further suggests that technological advancement can create inequalities between students with strong digital literacy and those without. Consequently, insufficient digital competence may limit academic success and reduce students’ ability to benefit from digital learning opportunities.
These challenges are closely linked to academic skills taught within higher education. Critical thinking, information evaluation, and digital literacy enable students to assess the quality of online information and engage effectively with digital learning environments. Without these skills, students may experience difficulties navigating increasingly technology-driven educational systems.

[bookmark: _Toc232452261]Opportunities in the Digital Era
Although these stumbling blocks are daunting, the digital era presents great opportunities to students. An important opportunity is available to improve accessibility/flexibility in learning. According to Alenezi, Wardat and Akour (2023), digital education allows learners to access their educational materials at any time and from anywhere. The flexibility enables students to learn at their own rate and explore educational content outside the classroom.
Likewise, Catalano (2019) mentions that digital technologies have given students access to a variety of learning materials and engaging learning tools, which can create personalised learning experiences. These provide opportunities to tailor and adapt approaches to learning to students' individual needs and preferences.
Yet another is the advancement of abilities that are increasingly significant in the modern business world. Manchanda and Arora (2026) state that higher education institutions are emerging as a key platform to equip students for employment in a digital world. Engaging with the online environment, the use of collaborative technologies and research using digital tools help students build skills that are relevant in the world of work and future employment.
According to Alenezi, Wardat and Akour (2023), the incorporation of digital education is a means of enhancing student engagement and the quality of their learning. But, successful delivery of these opportunities hinges on students being able to make good use of digital tools and resources, rather than just access.

[bookmark: _Toc232452262]How Students Can Adapt to Succeed
There are several strategies students can use to be successful in the digital world.
The first is to build up digital literacy abilities. Digital literacy is about the effective use of this technology and assessing the credibility and quality of digital information. However, Birla (2023) states that in digital learning environments, learners must possess strong technological skills. Digital Literacy enables students to enhance their interaction with Educational Technologies and avoid misinformation.
The second is the consolidation of critical evaluation ability. According to Mulyana (2023), there are several problems with information overload in the digital environment. By being able to apply tools like the CRAAP Test to assess sources critically, students can distinguish between credible academic sources and make informed decisions. This skill can be used in educational and life-long learning.
Time management and the ability to learn by oneself is the third strategy to upgrade. It is a prerequisite for many digital learning environments that students are more independent and responsible (Kamran, 2025). Time management helps students plan learning activities, work within time restrictions and keep focus on learning. Moreover, self-directed learning increases student's involvement in their learning processes and enables maximising using digital opportunities.
These directions will work together to overcome the difficulties outlined above and ensure that students are able to maximise the benefits of the Digital opportunities available to them. They also touch upon some of the academic competencies usually highlighted in higher education courses.

[bookmark: _Toc232452263]Conclusion
In conclusion, students have challenges and opportunities in the digital era. The challenges are dealing with technological change, reducing information overload, and developing proper digital literacy. Meanwhile, flexible learning, tailored education and increased employability are possible through digital technologies. Meanwhile, possibilities for flexible learning, tailored education and increased employability are available with the support of digital technologies. Students need to be digitally literate, able to evaluate, think critically, and manage their time well if they are to achieve success. They will use these academic skills to address issues arising in digital learning environments and make the best of these opportunities. So, mastering the digital age is less about just having access to technology; it also involves acquiring the key academic skills needed for the rest of life and career.
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Alenezi, M., Wardat, S. and Akour, M., 2023. The need of integrating digital education in higher education: Challenges and opportunities. Sustainability, 15(6), p.4782.
Birla, R., 2023. The challenges of media education in the digital era. Journal of Communication and Management, 2(04), pp.281–288.
Catalano, H., 2019. Opportunities and challenges of education in the digital age. Astra Salvensis-revista de istorie si cultura, 7(14), pp.25–30.
Kamran, M., 2025. Educational leadership in a digital era: navigating challenges and opportunities. AL-ĪMĀN Research Journal, 3(01), pp.188–199.
Manchanda, M. and Arora, J., 2026. Higher Education's Position in Shaping the Workforce of the Future and the Importance of Adapting to the Digital Age. International Journal of Educational Reform, 35(2), pp.581–605.
Mhlongo, S., Mbatha, K., Ramatsetse, B. and Dlamini, R., 2023. Challenges, opportunities, and prospects of adopting and using smart digital technologies in learning environments: An iterative review. Heliyon, 9(6).
Mulyana, D., 2023. Educational management innovation: Challenges and opportunities in the digital era. Jurnal Info Sains: Informatika dan Sains, 13(03), pp.1201–1207.





[bookmark: _Toc232452265]Component 3: Academic Poster

Title: Key Academic Skills for Student Success in the Digital Era
[bookmark: _Toc232452266]
Introduction
This poster is about three academic skills that have always been and remain important for "digital age students' success": the academic writer, the correct reference maker, and the time manager. The skills were chosen based on research and analysis conducted in Components 1 and 2, which examined the challenges and opportunities posed to students in increasingly digital learning environments. To meet the needs of students as higher education increasingly relies on technological tools, skills must be built around the competencies needed for independent learning, critical thinking and academic honesty.

[bookmark: _Toc232452267]Academic Writing
Academic writing is significant because it enables students to present their ideas clearly, logically and professionally. By fostering the ability to interpret and express ideas based on evidence and to join scholarly conversations, strong academic writing helps students demonstrate their grasp of conceptual material. Increasingly, they are expected to play a vital role in developing student skills for future working environments which demand higher-order communication and analytical skills (Manchanda and Arora 2026). This means that academic writing is not just necessary for educational success but for career advancement. 

[bookmark: _Toc232452268]Correct Referencing
References are considered one of the most basic academic skills as they reflect the honesty and integrity of the researcher and help readers determine the sources cited in academic publications. In a digital pedagogy, the students can access an abundance of information across a multitude of online platforms. Mulyana (2023) highlights that in the digital era, there are challenges in managing information and evaluating sources. Correct referencing enables students to identify quality and non-quality information and to give credit to other researchers. In addition, Mulyana (2023, p.12) argues that educational innovation involves the "critical treatment of information sources", which is synonymous with "academic responsibility". Learners will be able to use the skill by applying institutional referencing skills, ensuring that records of what they have read are kept accurate, and checking citations thoroughly before handing in assignments.

[bookmark: _Toc232452269]Time Management
Another crucial skill for success in this digital world is time management. Time management helps students juggle school tasks, complete assignments on time, and sustain their participation in learning activities. Digital learning environments may be more demanding in terms of independence and self-direction than classroom environments. In the digital age, as learning institutions become technology-oriented, students need to be adaptable and responsible (Kamran, 2025). The observation emphasises the need for strategic use of time to meet educational requirements. An indirect argument is that students who plan their study more effectively can take advantage of the opportunities of digital learning and can better overcome technological problems (Kamran, 2025). Pupils are able to use time-management strategies, develop study plans, prioritise work and set sensible aims, whilst keeping track of their work during a semester.

[bookmark: _Toc232452270]Conclusion
To conclude, three fundamental skills that promote student success in the digital world are academic research, proper referencing and time management. All of these skills will allow learners to communicate effectively, maintain academic integrity, and meet the demands of today's digital learning environment. These skills will enable students to face challenges and take advantage of the opportunities of today's higher education environment.
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