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Part 1
In Iceland and similar countries, they believe that it’s very important for children to play outside. The government conducted studies on the subject and the outcome of those studies states that playing outdoors is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines, they state that using the outdoors as a learning environment, and teaching children the importance of the natural world, is of the utmost importance. The curriculum uses the paper that Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) wrote which states that using the outdoors as an environment to exercise and develop skills to ensure a healthy lifestyle is vital. 
Iceland has long had an emphasis on the outdoors and outside play in regards to learning. In Iceland children aged one to six play outside every day in school, whilst those aged six to 16 only get to play outside with their friends when it’s playtime. While we don’t know much on what it is that teachers do to enhance outside play to support children’s learning it probably depends on the school the child attends and which teacher they have. There are signs in Iceland that show that teachers are using the outdoors more than they used to. In the capital Reyjavik 70 percent of the school’s state that they use outside education (Oladottir, 2008)
Part 2a
The Forest School Network defines Forest Schools as Murray and O’Brien (2006) say “it is and inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.”
They believe that because of fear children are no longer able, or allowed, to visit green spaces and woodlands in case they get hurt. Another reason they are no longer encouraged to play outdoors is because there are so many activities that can be achieved indoors. 
There is also research that shows that if children don’t experience the outdoors as a child then they are more likely not to experience the outdoors as an adult. Should they not experience the outdoors they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of nature Ward Thompson et al, (2004)
Learning outdoors is extremely different to learning in a classroom environment. The use of Forest Schools and outside learning is encouraged by the Welsh government (WAG, 2009), especially in the Foundation Phase. 
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Part 2b
Should you fail to acknowledge the source of your information you will be accused of plagiarism. Students need to ensure that they do not do this as it will result in unfair practice. If this happens that piece of work will need to be started again and the highest mark you will be able to achieve for that assignment will be forty per cent.
You are required to reference whenever you use anything from someone else. Even if you paraphrase what someone else has said you must reference where you have gotten the information from, as the idea has not come from you.
Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information as anyone can access the site and edit the information. Because of this, there is no guarantee that the information is based on facts and evidence.
When using a very long quotation, more than thirty words, there are a few differences in how you present it in your text. To begin with you must separate the quote from the rest of the text by indenting it from the page margins on both sides. It is not required for you to place quotation marks around the quote. Another difference is that the quote only needs to be single spaced.
Before you can begin researching you first need to discover what it is that needs to be researched. You should be able to find this in the criteria or question you have been given. Next you need to narrow down the question as most will be on a broad topic, you need to be specific when researching. You also need to discover what reliable sources you have access to and which will hold the most relevant information to what you are researching. Five reliable sources that you can use are: academic books, academic journals, academic websites, government websites and online libraries.
Part 3
The article to be discussed is ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’. It was written in by Emma Smith and Published in The Welsh Journal of Education in 2005. The article focused on the different perspectives of education and attainment in Wales. Another argument the author focused on was whether boys underachieve when compared to girls, and the fairness of comparing attainment results of Welsh students to the entirety of England.
The main finding was that recent results, at the time, showed that the attainment gap between boys and girls was lessening and that the true worry should be on low achievement and not underachievement. The key argument used was on the fairness of comparing Wales and England to each other with the size, economy and population difference between the two countries. The purpose of the text was to find evidence as to whether Welsh students were being ‘taught to the test’ and underachieving academically globally, or if the evidence was unreliable. The author tried to show evidence that Wales wasn’t truly underachieving and that comparing England and Wales was never going to show the true level of attainment in Wales. 
Throughout the article the author made sure that all paragraphs were consistent in size, when a new subject was discussed the author would begin a new paragraph to help with understanding what was being said. The author used linking words between the paragraphs to help ensure that the reader understood, and could follow, what was being said. While the author used statistics throughout the text, all of them were out of date and no longer relevant. The author used appendices in her text but they were not referred to more than once throughout the text. 
Throughout the text the author used formal and academic language. This was consistent with the targeted audience of the article. The text was easy to read, though difficult to understand at times, as the author used many statistics throughout. As the text was written twelve years ago all the statistics used were out of date, though when the article was written the facts came from reliable sources. Throughout the article the author tried to ensure that the reader thought about what, if any, the true problem was with Welsh education and student attainment.
The author states at the beginning of the article that comparing Wales and England, with the vast differences in size, economy and population, was not a fair comparison. The author was consistent throughout the article on this point, she also wrote that perhaps underachievement was being used in the wrong context. The text relied on statistics from the Office of National Statistics and the WJEC examination board, both of which are reliable sources. At the time the article was written, the evidence used was valid, whereas in 2017 all the evidence used was out of date, and therefore no longer a valid argument. The evidence presented showed what the author was talking about in a easy to understand manner. On completion of the article the author states that the true issue with poor attainment levels in Wales was not with the gender gap but with economic disadvantage. There is evidence throughout the article that support this argument. 
The article presented many facts proving that Wales was no longer being “schooled to fail” (Smith, 2005) and that there was more important issues when it comes to Welsh education. When researching additional evidence, to either prove or disprove the article, evidence was found that low attainment had more to do with ethnicity and economic disadvantage that with any gender gap. An article released by the Department of Education states that ethnicity has more of an impact on exam scores than gender does. It also states that free school meals recipients are more likely to underperform than their peers not in receipt of them. Deducing from the study performed by the Department of Education it is not gender that determines the level of attainment but the ethnicity and circumstances of each individual student. The article itself was well written and academic in the structure and language used. It was also valid and reliable at the time it was written.
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