Four ways of knowing and critical subjectivity

A participative worldview sees reality as subjective-objective and involves an

extended epistemology. As human persons we participate in and articulate our

world in at least four interdependent ways: experiential, presentational,

propositional and practical. These four forms of knowing can be seen as aspects of

human intelligence and ways through which we dance with the primal cosmos to

co-create our reality (Heron, 1992).

Experiential knowing means direct encounter, face-to-face meeting: feeling and

imaging the presence of some energy, entity, person, place, process or thing. It is

knowing through participative, empathic resonance with a being, so that as knower I

feel both attuned with it and distinct from it. It is also the co-creative shaping of a

world through mutual encounter. Experiential knowing thus articulates reality through

inner resonance with what there is, and is the essential grounding of other forms of

knowing.

Presentational knowing emerges from and is grounded on experiential knowing. It

clothes our encounter with the world in the metaphors and analogies of aesthetic

creation. Presentational knowing draws on expressive forms of imagery, using the

symbols of graphic, plastic, musical, vocal and verbal art-forms, and is the way in which we first give form to our experience. These forms symbolize both our felt attunement with the world and the primary meaning which it holds for us.

Propositional knowing is knowing in conceptual terms; knowledge by description of

some energy, entity, person, place, process or thing. This kind of knowing is expressed in statements, theories, and formulae that come with the mastery of concepts and classes that language and number bestows. Propositions themselves are carried by presentational forms—the etymologies, the sounds, or the visual shapes of the spoken or written word or number—and are ultimately grounded in our experiential articulation of a world.

Practical knowing is knowing how to do something, demonstrated in a skill or

competence. It presupposes a conceptual grasp of principles and standards of practice, presentational elegance, and experiential grounding in the spatio-temporal situation within which the action occurs. It fulfills the three prior forms of knowing, brings them to fruition in purposive deeds, and consummates them with its autonomous celebration of excellent accomplishment.
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