Han: Founding and Canonization

1 Most important classicists of Western Han:

HE, “HTER” .

BE. ERE [ME, THRE! | AILTFE, SRR, ML,
EW, AT, FIEE. Qm., . WEARE, BEYeHE, BELS,
HEBAMRIE,

2. Liu Bang not learned, he was a man of action, as were his associates, so he needed
specialists to organize his administration. Shusun Tong X FMNE (d. 188 BC) devised the
ritual system for early Han:

wE, [RTEE, fmfAwEsd, REREE, REEER, SURIER
B, BEIENE. |

a. His ritual system was based on ancient rites and new Qin ceremoniess: =R TG

LSRR . BENERUE BT KR, KIS RE.

3 Canonization 3 Z~ IF 44k, or ¥ L EAL

_140 BC Han Wudi ascended the throne B[{ifin 140 BC and he fired his scholarly
advisors who followed Legalism and diplomatist thinking Z\18 25

-136 BC, established B2y

-135 His mother 35 /X J5 died; she was a follower of Daoism, so after her death he was
free to openly adopt Confucianism.

.124 BC established £ 1+ 28, and made excellence in classical study the key to
recruitment in the bureaucracy. (55 Frbelieved that the 128 t-were established
only this year, along with disciples).

-Canonization means to select a group of texts to be authoritative, to be the standards.
Prioritizing Confucian classics also meant that the government was able to control texts

of other philosophical schools since they oculd exclude them from the canon.

Sima Qian and "Grove of Confucians"{f M%) £ .

1. Sima Qian folowed father's command to cmplete father's history. So he chose
castration E JH| over death sentence.

2. Circulation of Shiji $2 . during Western Han bery limited, perhaps forbidden.
problem of ¥1 & 7 [F]: my study of %] 4%

a. language of Hanshu version is more archaic or old fashioned than the language of
Shiji. The principle to use in this cases is "lectior difficilior potior" (the reading that is



difiificult is stronger)

"The Dutch humanist Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536) was the first to introduce the
principle of lectio difficilior potior to textual criticism. The Latin phrase means that a
textual variant that is more difficult, is stronger. Erasmus had discovered that copyists
tended to make difficult texts simple; the opposite rarely happened. He deduced that if
two manuscripts rendered the same section differently, the more difficult variant was to
be preferred. (Of course this rule of the thumb only applies when both variants are
equally logical and grammatically plausible, because otherwise, unusual expressions
would be accepted as authentic only because they are difficult."

b. During Han Sima Qian composed the Biography of the Xiongnu."

¢. Ban Gu copied it for the first part of his own biography.

d. Duirng Han, Shiji was not available, so somebody copied from Ban Gu's biography.
e. In the process of copying, the scribe simplified the language to modernize it.

f. So although the "Biography of the Xiongnu" was originally composed by Sima Qian,
the text of the Hanshu preserves the original wording, and should be used as the base

text JE%EK o

3. Sima Qian's biography of Confucian scholars lacked many detais (as compared to HE
[E R M.

a. He wanted to emmphasize the importance of private scholarship#/A % for the sake of
learning; Bn Gu prefered official scholarship ‘E ¥ that led to a career and money. This
supported the regime.

b. =-Hig, E—8, EHE, AFEZA. EED &S, BHE, A8
BERUAS, BHE FEZA. WHEZUAT, BZURHMH.

Dao De Jing:

(The use of what has no substantive existence)

The thirty spokes unite in the one nave; but it is on the empty space (for the axle), that
the use of the wheel depends. Clay is fashioned into vessels; but it is on their empty
hollowness, that their use depends. The door and windows are cut out (from the walls)
to form an apartment; but it is on the empty space (within), that its use depends.
Therefore, what has a (positive) existence serves for profitable adaptation, and what

has not that for (actual) usefulness.
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