Current affairs summary.
[bookmark: _Int_Gt66pkev]Around the twenty-second of September 2023, a joint team of Egyptian-French researchers from the European Institute for Underwater Archaeology (EIUA) uncovered the foundations of a Temple of Amun, alongside a hoard of artifacts in the remains of a sanctuary believed to have been dedicated to the Greek deity Aphrodite. These discoveries were made at the site of the underwater city of Thonis-Heracleion, which was originally uncovered in the year 2000; the city sat in what is now the Bay of Abu Qir, close to the mouth of the Nile, and is believed to have been the largest port city in the Mediterranean Sea until the foundation of Alexandria around 330 BCE. It is believed that the city was submerged close to the end of the second century BCE due to an undetermined cataclysmic event – widely believed to be soil liquefaction caused by rising sea levels and earthquakes. Researchers[footnoteRef:17714] from the EIUA have posited that one of these cataclysmic events caused huge blocks of stone from the Amun Temple to crumble into the sea, hence the position of this recent find.  [17714:  Jabed Ahmed, Sunken temple reveals ‘treasures and secrets’ in mysterious underwater city (2023) < https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/egypt-thonisheracleion-ancient-treasure-b2416026.html> [accessed September 27, 2023]] 

[bookmark: _Int_2KpZ1hfg]The sunken foundations of the sanctuary to Aphrodite[footnoteRef:932] contained well-preserved artifacts that, it is thought, were imported from Greece – most likely on the ships of ancient settlers. These include religious objects made of ceramic, namely a votive offering to Aphrodite in the shape of a hand; and bronze weapons, used for both ritualistic and militaristic purposes. Such findings not only suggest that the Greeks relocated, lived, and actively worshipped in this ancient Egyptian city, but also point to its long-standing position as a powerful Mediterranean port city. Given that the temple was dedicated to the goddess Aphrodite, one could wonder if it was established by settlers from poleis such as Cnidus in Asia Minor (modern-day Türkiye, a region once controlled by the Greeks) due to her position as patron deity of the city. Interestingly, Thonis-Heracleion is also mentioned in Ancient Greek literature referencing Aphrodite: the epic poet Herodotus said that Paris and Helen of Troy sought sanctuary in the city while fleeing from Menelaus – in Greek mythology, Paris chose Aphrodite as the most beautiful goddess when tasked by Zeus to pick between her, Hera, and Athene; and he was persuaded to do so by Aphrodite’s promise that she would make Helen of Troy his wife. Stories and myths such as these indicate another facet of Thonis-Heracleion's position in Ancient Greek history: not only was it an area of great geopolitical importance for the ambitious Greeks, but it also had connections to the gods they so ardently worshipped.  [932:  Markus Milligan, Temple of Aphrodite discovered in the submerged city of Thonis-Heracleion (2023) < https://www.heritagedaily.com/2023/09/temple-of-aphrodite-discovered-in-the-submerged-city-of-thonis-heracleion/148669> [accessed September 27, 2023]] 

[bookmark: _Int_0EL8ACVZ]Near to the site of the sanctuary to Aphrodite, archaeologists from the EIUA uncovered the remains of a large Temple of Amun. Within the nearby foundations of this Temple, archaeologists discovered gold jewellery, silver ritual instruments, and artifacts such as alabaster containers for perfumes[footnoteRef:14636] which were used to bless pharaohs as they ascended to the throne – the delicacy of such objects speak to the preservation of this underwater site. It is thought that pharaohs went to the Temple of Amun to receive their power as universal, divinely ordained kings, which adds to the historical and cultural value of such finds. The foundations of the Temple were discovered using new geophysical mining technologies[footnoteRef:755] that can detect cavities and objects buried under layers of clay several metres thick. With this technology, arguably the most surprising find was made within what is thought to be the Temple complex: the remains of buildings supported by incredibly well-preserved wooden beams/posts dating to the fifth century BCE. Such finds are rare and hold great historical value because wood is highly susceptible to rot, breakage, and disintegration. The water of the Mediterranean Sea has high levels of salinity, meaning it has a greater mass and is denser than freshwater, it also has an increased capacity to retain heat – all of which could explain why the wooden posts were so well preserved.   [14636:  Kamal Tabikha, Sunken temples of Aphrodite and Amun found off Egypt’s Mediterranean coast (2023) < https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/2023/09/20/sunken-temples-of-aphrodite-and-amun-found-off-egypts-mediterranean-coast/> [accessed September 27, 2023]]  [755:  Steve Weinman, Divers reveal treasures from Egypt’s lost temples (2023) < https://divernet.com/world-dives/middle-east/divers-reveal-treasures-from-egypts-lost-temples/> [accessed September 27, 2023]] 

[bookmark: _Int_9R69PDmM]The combined discoveries of both sites, as well as the objects within them, point to the pious society that extended across several ancient civilisations in and around the Mediterranean. Researchers are already using these findings to question just how far across the region Classical Grecian religious dogma permeated. Although it could be said that it did not succeed in dominating religious practises in Thonis-Heracleion as we now know that the city contained both a sanctuary to Aphrodite (one of the most worshipped of the Greek deities) and a Temple of Amun in relatively close proximity to one another. In fact these finds (and, more broadly, the excavations that have continued across the site of Thonis-Heracleion for over two decades) speak to how little researchers have been able to uncover about ancient civilisations: their layout, society, politics, and practises; and why this research is so valuable– if not for the historical importance, then for the relevance these archaeological digs have on the advancement of science/scientific technologies.
However, these most recent discoveries could also have modern-day political implications if viewed as primarily, or even solely, Greek artifacts. As the bronze and ceramic objects from the sanctuary to Aphrodite, along with some of the items found in the Temple of Amun, are believed to have been brought over when Greeks settled in Thonis-Heracleion, it is reasonable to question whether they ‘rightly’ belong to contemporary Greece and thus should be given over. Some members of the EIUA research team have said that these objects could indicate the presence of Greek mercenaries being placed in the city of Thonis-Heracleion due to its highly prized geopolitical location at the mouth of the Nile. In more recent years, Greece has increased their push for the return of the Elgin marbles[footnoteRef:28092] from the British Museum, so it is reasonable to suggest they may do the same with these recent finds – such a demand could impact the relationship between Greece and Egypt, on both political and cultural levels.   [28092:  Karen K. Ho, UK PM Says No Plans to Return Parthenon Marbles to Greece (2023) < https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/uk-prime-minister-rishi-sunak-no-return-parthenon-marbles-greece-1234660406/> [accessed September 28, 2023]] 
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