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Summary

Abstract

This report is designed to determine the impact that virtual learning had on the grades of 50 University students studying through an online application platform called Moodle. An online survey was created and designed to see the opinions of the students of whether or not the factors of not being able to be taught in a scholastic environment or online may be beneficial to grades or lower overall scores. It also looked at the age , gender and daily routine of the students to see if the virtual learning process had an effect on these varying factors. Research found that age was not an essential factor in the 
Learning Environment however the data did suggest a greater number of students were u der the age of 40. The participants were evenly male and female for the survey but for further more accurate results a larger number of students would of been needed. It also concentrates on other factors of the virtual learning process such as if it had affected the students at home or at work, the data suggested that yes it did affect their day to day lives and that they also felt by analysing the data that it had a negative impact on their grades. The majority of participants said that this was their first time learning virtually furthermore would not recommend this learning style to future potential university students. The collated data shows the students were more comfortable at university and felt more confident that their overall grades would be higher due to the home environment of possible stresses that come with work and daily life. 





Introduction 

        Facing the worst pandemic since the Spanish influenza the UK has shut down all universities and implemented a nationwide lockdown enabling studies to continue a face to face scholastic environment.  
This report is about virtual learning , the impacts it May have on the students using it and their grades . In order to gather the essential information required to make an assessment of the advantages and disadvantages that effect the students a survey has been created. They will take into account variables between the students,  the results will be collated and displayed in Various graphs that will give a clearer view of the personal views of the students effected. 51 random students from the University will be asked to participate in the survey and this number shall reflect as a medium for the rest of the students. It will measure the opinions of the students and relate to how the virtual learning may impact their home and working lives, also the important factors of whether it may negatively impact their grades.


Methodology

    
        Taking 50 students from my university to analyse the varying factors of what the potential effect of having a virtual learning environment compared to a scholastic  face to face environment will take on their grades. During the survey the 50 students were made up of 50 random students making the variables a more varied outcome. They were asked to give honest opinions about how the University’s online Moodle program has had an effect on the students home and working lives and if any factors like age , gender or even experience has played a part in what they believe may contribute in effecting their grades.

[image: ]51A. [image: ]Are you male or female?       51B. How old are you?



51A. Starting the survey with a basic question of sex to determine who are the majority of students at the University, this pie chart clearly indicates that just over 58% of the students attending are female. 23 % were male and the remainder 17% preferred to not say. Research in education have long since have demonstrated that different people have different forms and rhythms to learn. (Kolb, 1984, Kolb and Smith 1966)

51B. This question was intended to see what the majority of students at the university’s age is. The age of the students predominantly were under the age of 40, this being said could have an impact on the students over the age of 40 in having difficulties using the required technologies to access the virtual learning system . The findings from a study made by Fleming et al (2017)   suggests that, despite the often espoused stereotype, age is not a significant factor impacting either future use intentions or satisfaction with e-learning. 
52A. Has virtual learning     52B.Where would you prefer
Effected your home and                       to study?
          work life?
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52A. This bar chart has a question that speaks about the individuals life at home and also at work. Overall it is a vague question and is ambiguous whether or not the effect has been a positive or negative experience which I would need to change in future surveys to be more specific. The results are strongly suggest that in one way or another the students were effected in their day to day lives.  

52B. With this question, it was made specifically for the students to give their opinion of which is not factual like asking age and gender. The data shows that the majority of students prefer to have a scholastic environment and be taught face to face, furthermore it shows that nearly half of the students prefer the virtual learning process. The graph indicates that the minority do not have a preference and are comfortable to work from a virtual learning or from attending the University.

53A.What is your preferred   53B.What are your                                                                                 Learning style?                                  Preferred hours to  
                             Study    
53A. The visual, audio, reading, kinaesthetic or (VARK) Learning styles may play a large contribution to how a student may receive the information online and whether it will be useful or not. Students that learn better kinaesthetically may find it harder to learn than a student that would learn easier through reading and writing. In this pie chart the results show that a joint 29.49% prefer the kinaesthetic and reading and writing learning styles over audio and visual, audio being the lowest at only 16.18%. 
53B.  The second graph shows the students preferred learning times. They appear the be evenly spread out during the day with a slight majority leaning toward 1pm to 4pm.
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54A. Do you think the virtual learning process will have a positive or negative
[image: ]effect on your grades?

54A Participants strongly believed that the virtual learning process would have a negative effect on their overall grades with the data showing over 50% stating this. However 28.95% believed it could have a positive effect with 18.42 unsure of of it neither having a positive of negative effect. 
54B. Would you recommend virtual learning to a potential university student?
[image: ]

54B Christine Greenhow from Michigan University June 4 (2020)  made interesting arguments for online learning stating that a study at the University had shown that virtual learning done correctly could show an increase in grades as students were able to go at their own pace and in their own time.



55A.What are your most    55B. Is this the first time 
 preferred day of the               you have studied 
[image: ][image: ]week to study?                         Virtually? 
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55A. Every term the days of the week have changed and will continue to do so. Next term will be no different. The chart shows that Monday and Thursday are the most popular days to study for the students and Wednesday coming in third. Our days are currently Monday and Wednesday whereas last term we were on a Thursday Friday rota. 
5B. 72% of students said that this was their first time doing a virtual learning style of study. Could it be that because of this lack if experience that the statistics show that the majority of students feel they will not receive the same grades as if they were attending the University?

RESULTS
Gender
51A
· Male = 17.62%   
· Female = 58.86%  
· Did not say 17.62%
Age
51B 
· 18yrs - 29yrs = 20   
· 30yrs - 39yrs = 20
·  40yrs - 50yrs = 8  
· Above 50 = 3
Has virtual learning affected your home life?
52A
· YES               31
· NO                17
· Undecided  6
Where would you prefer to study?
 52B 
· University   20
·  At home     17  
· don’t mind 14
What is your preferred learning style?
53A.
· Kinaesthetic       29.41% 
· Reading              29.41%
· Audio                  16.18%
· Visual 25%


What are your preferred hours of study
53.B
 Before 
· 9am                 10.53% 
· 9am – 9-1pm  27.37%
· 1pm - 4pm      32.63%
· 4pm - 8pm       29.47%

Do you think the virtual learning process will have a positive or negative
effect on your grades?
54.A
· Negative  52.63%
· Positive   28.42%
· Unsure    18.42%
Would you recommend virtual learning to a potential university student 
54B.

· No        73.41%
· Yes       14.29%
· Maybe 14.29%

What are your preferred days to study?
55A

· Monday           20%
· Tuesday           6%
· Wednesday    19%
· Thursday         20%
· Friday              9%
· Saturday         16%
· Sunday            10%
Is this the first time you have studied virtually?
55B

· Yes        72%
· No         20%
· Maybe  8%




Conclusion

       report has uses an online survey of which the 50 participants have given there opinions of their own learning styles and also about other factors that may be of concern by using an online method of learning like Moodle whilst were in a pandemic. The participants have all been students that attend the University and that have all experienced the transition from university settings to online virtual settings. Using Google forms to make the survey of which the results may be analysed so see the opinions of the students taking the course. The data showed when asked about gender that the majority of students were female. This may effect the outcome for the results of the whole survey, of the participants we however more male than female could this of made the entirety of the survey results different? To gain a better and more accurate perspective of how the students think and feel another survey would be needed utilising more students from the University, the more students taking part should give a more accurate result. In order to test the accuracy of this survey to see if the students predictions had been justified another survey  would need to be made for the test results to see how they had done in the modules. The students that had done well may have put on the survey that they had not thought they would do so well and vice versa. In this report that has been created in Google forms the statistics have been shown in pie and bar chats which show a percentage of the pupils.  Bailey, s (2011) states that  statistics  are commonly used for expressing degrees of change. The results point to a lack of confidents in the survey for the predicted results. S. Cassidy states in the journal of curriculum and teaching that “Virtual learning environments (VLE) have become a standard feature of most courses in higher education, offering the potential to facilitate and improve teaching and learning”. This being said from the start of our university course we have had an online platform called Moodle which provides the whole curriculum that can be followed lesson by lesson and also taught vocally via Microsoft teams.
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