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	For completion by the first marker:

Comments:

This dissertation is an examination of the cosmologies of a group of entrepreneurs, using qualitative methodologies. There is a good structure to the paper, with straightforward and well thought out sub-sections and an excellent use of references throughout the thesis. The paper flowed well. There is good list of references and use of primary and secondary sources throughout. The reference to Ganzin’s work is addressed well from the literature view weaved through the research and findings section.

There is good analysis and critical thinking throughout the paper. For example, in the section ‘Prayer, visualisation, and meditation’ very good use of references used in the literature review bridged to the interview responses.

The methodology was good. It was beneficial to note the positive points and the challenges that arose with the multiple person interview. Insightful discussion on the author’s position of insider. Good references were used in this section and a balanced and objective perspective, whilst acknowledging the authors position and personal beliefs. 

Interesting observations were made in the ‘potential flaws in my research’ section, in particular, noting the environment the interviews took place and the framing of questions. 

As specific points:

There was a good explanation and reconciliation of Participant D’s beliefs to not being spiritual but believing in karma. However, the New Age section was relatively small and may not have been needed particularly as the word count restraint didn’t allow for elaboration.

Sometimes more explanation would have been helpful. For example, the student states, ‘Participant C… has an…online Hogwarts Witch School, teaching magic and ritual on how to craft a magical life. It was immediately evident that this participant would be more inclined to credit her success to a cosmological set of ideas rather than a positive mindset’. It is not necessarily so that one would follow the other and it would have been good to dissect this assumption.

The paper could have benefited from clarification of points in some places, for example, the description of PsyCap which was interesting. It would have been good to have more explanation for all four of the components. Another example is it would have been good to have had the number and demographics of respondents reported at the beginning of the methodology section.

In summary, the dissertation is clearly, structured, benefits from a good range of secondary sources, which are referred to throughout the finding’s sections, and reaches a balanced conclusion. There are just some points for clarification, which are easily fixed.
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This dissertation opens new ground in the study of new age and so-called alternative spiritualities amongst small business owners. Its larger aim is to explore the use of cosmological ideas as part of such spiritualities, and it’s more precise focus is to explore any attitudes to and use of, astrology. The whole dissertation is extremely well written and lacking in any grammatical or typographical errors. It is very well structured, beginning with a clear conclusion, and progressing through all the relevant sections until it reaches a comprehensive conclusion. 

All the key terms are introduced and discussed, especially cosmology, and are done so in relation to a comprehensive use of secondary sources.

There is excellent use of previous qualitative research into related issues, and the students own research and questions are built upon this prior scholarship. Additional factors are considered such is the potential embarrassment in terms of admission of the use of astrology as a result of high-profile condemnations of it. This is of relevance to the interview data.

The methodology section is very clear, with consideration of the students own insiderness, and the nature of interview-based research, all thoroughly referenced.
At several places, including in the conclusion the student emphasises the methodological flaws in her own research technique.

The interviews are reported on in relation to previous literature, both the previous qualitative research and the foundational conceptual literature. The conclusion is balanced, and reports fairly on all the issues raised, such as the role of psychological capital, religion and spirituality, gender, and positive thinking.

My caveats are essentially very minor.

On page 7 the student contrasts her own research, based on spirituality and religion as motivations with previous research looking at spirituality and religion as tools. However, in the conclusion (page 52), the only mentions tools, and not motivational thoughts. Also, the distinction between motivational thoughts and tools is of a slight one, and perhaps a motivational thought can be a tool. However, even if the distinction is a fine one, it is one of the student has made and might be taken forward in other work.

There is also a little use of subjective statements which are difficult to substantiate. For example, on page 51, there is a reference to the “best” responses, where is it might have been better to say that these responses yielded, for example, the richer or more complex information. On page 52, there is the statement that cosmological beliefs or magical thinking are inherently “good“, whereas it might hjave been best just to say that they positively impact decisions.

On page 45, there is the statement that I (Nick Campion) support the concept of Buddhism, not as a religion, but as a philosophy or way of life, whereas, in fact, on the page of my book cited in the footnote, I was reporting other people’s ideas.

To conclude, this dissertation is extremely well written, thoroughly referenced, reports on a piece of research conducted with integrity, and reported on fairly, supported by previous scholarship, and a clear methodology, resulting in a balance conclusion, which can take the debate in this area forward.
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The markers discussed their comments and agreed that 70% is a fair mark.
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