


This essay will outline the definition of policing by consent whilst critically evaluating why police and community relations are important within the United Kingdom. It will include real life cases explaining where policing by consent has gone wrong, whilst providing statistics explaining how individuals feel about the police. In this essay, there will also be explanations of community policing and examples of what it is and how it can help the police.

It is important to understand why crime occurs. Theorist such as Cesare Lombroso (1876), who was known as “the father of criminology” said that there are biological theories and explanations for why criminality exists (Sabbaniti, R, 1997). Lombroso said that features such as large teeth, long arms, excessive body hair, sloping foreheads, receding chins, bushy eyebrows etc meant that you are more likely to be a criminal. Lombroso made it clear that he thought criminals were a product of biology. Cesare Lombroso’s logic was a result of him studying the bodies of newly deceased criminals and existing prisoners and it was said that they shared these physical features. It was suggested that prisoners’ brains were mal-developed or not developed fully. He also thought that criminals were a separate species (Little, B, 2019).

The thoughts and beliefs of Lombroso were very much early biological theories. In contrast, Modern Biological theories differ. Cohn and Rotton (2012) believe that temperature and weather tends to be related to crimes like assault and domestic violence (Ranson, M, 2014). It is thought that biological theories are continuing to develop today. Hormone imbalances, mental health and intelligence are said to decipher criminality (Dolan, W, 2022).

Today’s standards are significantly different to how crime was prevented in the 19th century. Officers who were known as ‘Charlies’ would patrol the streets between 9pm and sunrise, there was an expectation for them to examine and question any suspicious characters they saw. Their main role 3 was to catch minor offenders and aim to act as a deterrent against the more serious offences (Pirnak, K 2022).

In 1829, the Metropolitan Police (The Met) Act was introduced. This included the hiring of 1,000 men and a new overall aim of deterring crime. Following the introduction of the Met, crimes such has robbery decreased by 40%. There was a significant reduction in violent crimes and property crime. Whilst also seeing an important increase in the charged of property crime (Bindler, A, 2020).

Although there were benefits of the new police, such as a reduction in some crimes. There were criticisms too; lack of visibility, costly, fear of possible abuse and they could pose a threat to civil liberties (Lyma, J, 1964).

Policing by consent is a term which is used to explain that policing in the eyes of the public is based on a general consensus of support. This follows transparency regarding their powers. The Home Secretary, when discussing policing by consent, referred to the philosophy of British policing, which was known as Robert Peel’s nine principles. The London Assembly Labour stated that policing across the United Kingdom is “…derived from the nine principles of policing developed by the founder of the Metropolitan Police, Robert Peel… policing by consent is rooted in the belief that for policing to be effective, there must be a broad public support for a police service’s actions”(Home Office, 2012).	Comment by Sadie France: Date?

London Assembly (2023) discuss policing by consent by saying “… the notion of ‘policing by consent’ is rooted in the belief that for policing to be effective, there must be broad public support for a police service’s actions”.

These nine principles of policing are seen as ‘General Instructions’ given to the officers. These emphasised the level of importance of the police service ‘’operating with the support of those they policed, and the concern to secure a system of policing by consent influenced a number of developments’’ (Reith, 1956,p287-288). Some examples of these principles are as follows; principle five states that “police seek and preserve public favour not by catering to the public option but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial service to the law”. This means they must ensure they have a professional ‘impartial service’ to everyone. Principle eight is “ police should always direct their action strictly towards their functions and never appear to usurp the power of the judiciary”. Police are required to maintain a high level of professionalism and ensure they do not utilise their position to gain leverage (police Stanford edu).	Comment by Sadie France: (Reith, 1956, p287-288)	Comment by Sadie France: Needs to be in italics	Comment by Sadie France: Date?

Sir Robert Peel (1829) set out that the overall goal for the police was to prevent crime rather than catch criminals. The idea behind this was that the police would stop the crime before it occurred, which would mean that there would not be a need to punish citizens or suppress their rights. Peel said that if a police department is effective, then it will not have high arrest statistics and rather low crime rates. Peel said that in order to prevent crime, public support is required. Peel thought that each member of the community should share the responsibility of preventing crime amongst themselves, treating it as though they volunteer with the police. By participating in this type of policing, the police are likely to gain the trust of those they are helping (Join the police, n.d). An example of this is neighbourhood watch. This can be a form of volunteering. This requires people to come together and take action, alongside their neighbours to reduce crime (Met police, n.d).	Comment by Sadie France: Support needed here 	Comment by Sadie France: Avoid sources with no dates

In order for the public to want to work with the police, police officers “should not represent a presence of fear but a presence of safety” (Hartshorn, S, 2023). It could be thought that once this has been promoted, the public might be 

Another form of volunteering with the police and helping them would be volunteering as a special constable. This requires an individual to ensure public safety, prevent, tackle and investigate crime and secure convictions. Special Constables spend their time patrolling the streets, much like the police. A special constable will acquire the power to arrest in individual like the police can (West Yorkshire Police n.d). The main difference between a police officer and a special constable is the money. Special constables are volunteers. This backs up Peel’s view that the public should aim to share the responsibility of preventing crime.

The College of Policing (2013) suggests that police engagement with the public is imperative when it comes to reducing crime by saying “the police service would cease to function without the active support of the communities it serves”. The engagement encourages respect for the police and makes it more likely for members of the public to work with the police rather than against them.

Police-community relationships should be made up of trust and harmony to ensure a safer community. The public perception of the police and the self-image of a police officer both make up psychological aspects of police-community relations (Radalet 1986). This can spark neighbourhood policing. This is where officers’ main aim is to ensure a safer life for those living in the communities they are serving. Officers will find themselves working with those who are more likely to reoffend, reducing the impact this has on the community.	Comment by Sadie France: (Radalet, 1986)
This role focuses massively on people which requires a high level in communication.	
It is said that public actions of the police heavily impact the public’s opinion on them. It is said that only 25% of people would speak highly of their local police and 25% suggest they have mixed views about their local police. The highest percentage of people said that they do not have views about their local police, this was 36%. It has been recorded that people who live in South West and South East England are more likely to think their local police force is trustworthy. This is said to be more than average with just 43% of Londoners holding this same opinion. Ethnic minorities are said to have a smaller amount of confidence in the police when compared to white people. Only 37% of ethnic minorities believe they will be treated with fairness if in contact with a police officer (Ipsos, 2022).
Policing by consent is important because it “indicates that the legitimacy of policing in the eyes of the public is based upon a consensus of support that follows from transparency about their powers” (Peel 1892).
89% of police forces have a larger proportion of male officers. This can affect the public perception because they may feel like there is institutionalised sexism within the police. This is said to have abolished female’s trust in the British Police. In the Met, there are 23,809 male police officers compared to only 9,149 women. In 2021, there were 5 male officers who worked for Hampshire Police who were said to have been sexist. They made comments about women such as ‘sluts’, ‘whores’, ‘sweet tits’ etc. These are people who are supposed to be enforcing the law and protecting women from people who speak in this way. Olivia Pinkey, who is an officer said that this has “undermined the trust and confidence of our communities and damaged the reputations of their colleagues”. This shows how some officers negatively treat women, which again can impact the overall public perception of the police (Robinson, M, 2021).
Social stratification is a term used to describe the split and differences of society and how there are different ‘layers’ to society. It is said that there are three different classed: upper class, middle class and lower class (Cole, N, 2019). It is said that the achievement of an individual is valued over social relationships. Some individuals may feel isolated from others as there is a division amongst people. It can be believed that in the United Kingdom, the upper class are less likely to be prosecuted for possession of drugs/drug offences. It is said that they are “three times more likely to be let off with a caution for drug offences” (Daly, M, 2014).
It may be thought that the police have a massive impact on public perceptions and this can effect policing by consent. If the police act negatively towards a certain class or ethnic group then this could change the public perception. For example, the case of George Floyd.
In May 2020, a white police officer in Minneapolis killed a black man, George Floyd, by kneeling on his neck. The officer did this for nearly 10 minutes and bystanders recorded this. This caused an uproar by the public, who protested. The events that lead to the murder of Floyd can be seen as unfair. Floyd bought some cigarettes from a local corner shop, the shopkeeper though that Floyd had given a fake 20-dollar bill and called the police (Holt, J, 2021). A police officer presented Floyd with a gun and Floyd showed his hands, Mr Chauvin, the police officer, arrived after Floyd had been pulled out of the police car following him resisting. Chauvin pulled him and it resulted in Floyd falling to the floor. Chauvin put his knee between Floyd’s head and neck. Floyd stated over 20 times that he was unable to breathe and begged and pleaded for his mum. He is said to have repeated “please” several times. The ambulance came and he was rushed to hospital where he was pronounced dead an hour later. Floyd’s friend, Christopher Harris said “The way he died was senseless...he begged for his life… you try so hard to put faith in this system…that you know isn’t designed for you…constantly seek justice by lawful means and you can’t get it”. This is a strong example of public perception (Richardson, R, 2020). When a case like this happens, people lose faith that they had already struggled to find, in the police. This is an example of how the police treat. Without policing by consent, the legitimacy of the police is seen to be undermined (Naseem, S, 2021).
In 1981 there was a riot in Brixton, England and is known as ‘’an important event in black British history’’ (Alex Wheatle, 2021). It is said that mainly white police officers were racist and discriminatory towards the black community, this partly stemmed from the use of stop-and-search.  In 1981, the Royal Commission on Criminal Procedure hoped for consistent practices when it comes to stop and searches (Philips Commission 1931). In Brixton, there was an uprising which followed the mistreatment of a black man by the police. There were 5,000 people on the street rioting. There were 300 police officers who were injured, along with 60 other people. It was said that 150 buildings were either destroyed or damaged. It took no longer than half-an-hour for people to throw bottles at the police officers, who were left outnumbered. The statistics show that there were roughly 100 rioters for every 30 police officers at the scene (Brazell, E, 2022). It is said that at the time of the riots, unemployment was affecting the Black community. 50% of black men were unemployed. It was also said that black people were four times more likely than white people to be made redundant and lose their jobs. Over four days, it has been said that police, who were in casual clothing, stopped and searched over 2000 black people (Black Cultural Archives 2020).
In 2019, it was recorded that 93.1% of police officers were white and only 6.9% were of a different ethnicity (Gov.Uk 2019). Some people believe that no good can come from discussing relationships between police officers and the community when there is a lack of Black, Asian and minority ethic police officers. It can be said that this has an impact on policing by consent due to the fact that people may not want to respect the police, if the police force is mainly made up of white people. This shows a lack of diversity and people may not want to associate themselves with the police (Hopkinson, F, 2016).
To conclude, one might believe that the police have a massive impact on public perceptions.  The police are supposed to be the first point of contact when something goes wrong, it could be thought that if the police are not dealing with cases adequately and properly then there will be a lack of trust. Policing by consent, as previously mentioned, required the public to have faith and trust in the police. This is thought to be unlikely if the police continue to people differently. If there is no equality within gender, classes and race then there will be a lack of faith in the police.
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