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Question 2: As we approach the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, it seems an appropriate time to reflect upon the events of the 2nd world war. With that in mind, critically discuss and respond to the idea that evil can be explored through the practice of semiology? 

Introduction
The word evil is described in the Cambridge online dictionary as “morally bad, cruel or very unpleasant.”

The definition of the word `evil` raises the following questions:

· What causes people to commit `evil` deeds?

· Can a morally good person be driven to perform `evil` acts?

Hitler was an evil tyrant who coordinated one of the biggest genocides in history.

· How was Hitler able to create so much carnage on such a mass scale?

No Man is an Island.
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Hitler would have needed many people to co-operate with him to carry out the mass scale executions. He required dedicated followers who would follow his regime without question.

My thoughts are that he `sold` a story to the people of Germany using semiotics to manipulate the cultural consensus of the time.

Applying a mix of patriotism and propaganda signs, directed towards influencing people to follow the Nazi regime.

Here is an example of a Nazi Propaganda sign:
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“The seed of peace, not dragon`s teeth` cartoon of Hitler, from the magazine Kladderadatsch,22 March 1936”
 
· The above propaganda poster has signified Hitler as a man of peace.
· The denotation of the sign is that Hitler is sowing seeds of peace

“Sower of peace
“Much of Hitler`s popularity after coming to power rested on his achievements in foreign policy. A recurring theme in Nazi propaganda before 1939 was that Hitler was a man of peace, but one who was determined to recover German territories `lost` as a result of the Versailles Treaty of 1919, drawn up at the end of world war one.” 

“Most of us would like to think that we possess a “Moral Instinct". Perhaps we imagine that we would be rescuers in some future catastrophe. Yet if states were destroyed, local institutions corrupted and economic incentives directed towards murder, few of us would behave well. There is little reason to think that we are ethically superior to the Europeans of the 1930`s and 1940`s, or for that matter less vulnerable to the kind of ideas that Hitler so successfully promulgated and realized.”

In 1943 Abraham Maslow an American Psychologist wrote about a code called A Theory of Human Motivation. Five human needs were ranked and put into a hierarchy of needs.

The Symbol representing these needs was called: Maslow's Hierarchy of needs.
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When the basic `Physiological & Safety` needs of a society are threatened. People will go against their own moral code in order to survive.

I theorize that dire survival conditions generally denote to a lower moral code.

Furthermore, that some Governments have a high understanding of human Psychology, which includes Maslow's Hierarchy of needs.

Using these psychological findings to their advantage, driving a common consensus through semiotics. Enforcing the `status quo. `

· Do good people do bad things based on a primal need for inclusion, an instinctual need to belong to a group?


Throughout history Mavericks living within society have been dissuaded from individualized thought. Using the commonly held `status quo` as opposition against their actions.  


Specifically, the Nazis prayed on people's weaknesses to gain control of a population.

We are social creatures who rely on positive group dynamics for our very survival.

When a government ostracizes individuals for not following its code of conduct, people commonly conform to convention.

This famous photograph shows an iconic sign of defiance against the status quo.    
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· The above photograph depicts a polysemic meaning dependent on who is looking at it.
· A person who is for the Nazi regime would see a nonconformist disobeying orders.
· A person against the Nazi regime would see a freedom fighter.                                                                                              
 “Adopted by the Nazi Party in the 1930`s, Hitler` infamous “sieg heil” (meaning “hail victory”) salute was mandatory for all German citizens as a demonstration of loyalty to the Führer, his party, and his nation.”  

“The famous “Svastika, a cross with each leg bent at a 90-degree angle is an important symbol in both ancient and modern religions. It indicates, among other things, good luck, the infinity of creation and the unconquered, revolving sun.” 
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“By the early 1920`s, the swastika had been adopted as a symbol of the German Reich.
So, wedded to the poisonous ideology of hate, the Nazi swastika is today reviled in the West, although as an auspicious and sacred symbol in the East, the svastika remains popular within Buddhist and Hindu society.”

Adopting a Swastika symbol created a Polysemic sign based on the motives of the sign user.

“Over time the symbol was given new meaning via the Nazi ideology. Through the connotations that were linked with the sign in the time of Hitlers reign.”

Today many signs are used throughout modern culture to create a connotation.

The famous Nike tick encourages people to `Just do it`
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A slogan which is thought of with or without the need for the added text.

A code implemented by advertisers to get the buyer to buy into an ideology. 

For example, modern clothing brand signs when combined with adverts depicting their status become more than just a sign.

They denote a person's social standing within society.

Many of these signs are familiar.

The public buy into these brands and use them to display their social class and belonging within society.
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I can personally verify that branding and the advertising of signs can persuade a person to buy into an ideal.

As a single parent bringing up my son, I am aware of the power of branding.

When my son was younger, I did not have the financial means to provide branded clothing for him.

This left me feeling inadequate as a parent. Many of the branded clothing products are not necessarily better quality. But parents buy into the semiotics behind the advertising of such products. To help their child feel included and accepted within his or her peer group. 

It is common knowledge that a lot of these branded merchandise are constructed using child and slave labor.
But people from the West still buy these products.

· Does that make people who buy into consumerism evil?

Throughout western culture the need to fit in is still prevalent now.

Social hierarchy is maintained through the buying of goods creating a social status.

For many years bringing up my son alone, I did not have the finances to buy into consumerism at a level deemed acceptable to society.

This left me feeling isolated and cut off from my peers.

· We are encouraged to buy into an ideal. But at what cost?

Conclusion

In conclusion to the question can evil be explored through the practice of semiology?

I would personally agree based on the previous evidence that this is the case.

Culture is primarily based on signs and symbolism.

People buy into an idea to fit in culturally within a society.

The word Culture has `Cult` at its base. Which is defined in the Cambridge online dictionary as: “A cult is also something that is very popular with some people, or a particular set of beliefs or behavior.” 

Many people buy into this belief system whether they are aware or not of the connotations involved.
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