Robinson Crusoe: The Facts
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1689 
Henry Pitman A Relation of the Great Suffering and the Strange Adventures 

of… --- an account of being marooned on Salt Totuga for three months
1697
William Dampier’s New Voyage Round the World --- contains an account of a 

fictional island at the mouth of the Oranaco.

1699
Lionel Wafer A New Voyage and description of the Isthmus of America


A.O The Buccaneers of America --- copy owned by Defoe

1703
Alexander Selkirk marooned on Juan Fernadez after argument with his 

captain, left with supplies including bedding, clothes, guns and powder, knife, 

pots etc..

1707
Selkirk rescued by Woodes Rogers captain of the Duchess

1711
Selkirk returns to England; Rogers’ publishes Voyages Round the World 

which includes an account of the Selkirk story; his Second in Command, 

Edward Cooke publishes A Voyage to the South Seas. Selkirk’s earnings from

Privateering c£800 (successful tradesmen earned c. £40 p.a)

1713
Richard Steele publishes an essay in The Englishman (no. 26) in which he 

claims to interview Selkirk: the mythologizing of Selkirk as ‘the Govenor’: 

‘this plain man’s story is a memorable example of  … he is happiest who 

confines his wants to natural necessities.’      

1719
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and later less popular sequels including maps etc.
1721
Selkirk dies in obscurity.
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