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Islam and the West

LOCATING 'ISLAM’ AND
‘THE WEST’

Gary R. Bunt

Where is ‘the West'?
Where is the ‘Middle East’?

Reductive shorthand:
geographical? Military?
Political? Economic? An
exclusive club?

Convenient terms:
geographic, military, political,
economic?
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Are we talking about: Political leaders?
Religious leaders? Lifestyle? Religion?
All the peoples in the so-called ‘Islamic
World"?

Reductive terms are applied on both
‘sides’. They form part of the
prejudices people feel towards one
another (on all sides): for reasons
perhaps based on ‘religious’ or ‘racial’
grounds - but equally likely to be
caused by factors based on ‘ignorance’,
or so-called ‘scientific’ or ‘political’
reasoning.
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Talking in generalisations is an easy
mistake to make: more specific
approaches to Islam and Islamic issues
can help to clarify matters.

They provide the peoples with an
identity: reduce the chances of them
being seen as ‘faceless’ statistics.

Part of the approach of parties on either

‘side’ can be to turn peoples into a single,
homogeneous entity.
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It is very important to highlight the diversity of
peoples, classes, religions, languages [and
dialects] and thought within the so-called ‘Islamic
world’. Each have their own view of ‘the West’ -
which they themselves may have turned into a
single ‘type’ - without really being aware of what it
means.

So, where do we draw the lines?

i.e. the Middle East: do we just mean the
geographical dimension. Near East is equally
‘acceptable’. The map is Eurocentric. Do we
include Iran? North Africa?

Turkey: Europe, Near East, Asia, Middle East?
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ISLAM IN THE WEST

POPULATION DYNAMICS

14

“There are an estimated 1.6 billion Muslims
around the world, making Islam the world’s
second-largest religious tradition after
Christianity, according to the December 2012
Global Religious Landscape report from the
Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion &
Public Life.” Pew Report

Reglonal Distribution of Muslims

Population by region as of 2010
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“Although a majority of the world’s Muslims live in
Asia and the Pacific, only about one-in-four people
(24%) in that region are Muslims. By contrast, the
Middle East-North Africa region has an
overwhelmingly Muslim population (93%), but they
represent only about 20% of the world’s Muslims.
Muslims also make up about three-in-ten people in
sub-Saharan Africa, 6% of those who live in Europe,
1% of North Americans, and less than 1% of the
population of Latin America and the Caribbean.” Pew
Report

“The 10 countries with the largest number
of Muslims are home to fully two-thirds
(66%) of all Muslims. The largest share
lives in Indonesia (13%), followed by
India (11%), Pakistan (11%), Bangladesh
(8%), Nigeria (5%), Egypt (5%), Iran
(5%), Turkey (5%), Algeria (2%) and
Morocco (2%).” Pew Report

World Muslim Population by Reglon

ESTIMATED 2010 ESTIMATED 2010  PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION
MUSLIM POPULATION TOTAL POPULATION THAT IS MUSLIM
Asla-Pacific 085,530,000 4,054,990,000 24.3%
Middie EastNorth Africa 317,070,000 341,020,000 230
Sub-Saharan Africa 248,110,000 822,720,000 30.2
Europe 43,490,000 742,550,000 59
North America 3,480,000 344,530,000 10
Latin America-Caribbean 840,000 §90,080,000 0.1
World Total 1,598,510,000 6,895,890,000 232

Paw Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life « Global Religious Landscape, December 2012

10 Countrles with the Largest Number of Muslims

ESTIMATED 2010 PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION PERCENTAGE OF WORLD

MUSLIM POPULATION THAT IS MUSLIM MUSLIM POPULATION

Indonesia 209,120,000 872% 13.1%
India 176,190,000 144 110
Pakistan 167,410,000 96.4 105
Bangladesh 133,540,000 89.8 84
Nigeria 77,300,000 488 48
Egypt 76,990,000 949 48
Iran 73,670,000 9295 46
Turkey 71,330,000 98.0 45
Algeria 34,730,000 07.9 22
Moroceo 31,940,000 99.9 20
Subtotal for the 10 Countries 1,052,120,000 47.0 658
Subtotal for Rest of World 546,400,000 117 342
‘World Total 1,598,510,000 232 100.0

Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life « Global Religious Landscape, December 2012




“Globally, Muslims are younger (median
age of 23) than the overall global
population (median age of 28). Among the
five regions for which data are available,
Muslims are youngest in sub-Saharan
Africa (median age of 17), followed by the
Middle East and North Africa (23), Asia
and the Pacific (24), North America (26)
and Europe (32).

“Muslims are younger than the general
population in each of the major regions for
which data are available: North America
(Muslims 26 years; general population 37
years), Europe (32 vs. 40), Asia and the
Pacific (24 v s. 29), sub-Saharan Africa (17
vs. 18) and the Middle East and North Africa
(2 3 vs. 24).”

Reducing the Islamic world into a single entity is
inappropriate.

Similar issues emerge when discussing the views of
Muslim *‘minorities” within Europe: there are
considerable differences in the origins and religious
beliefs between European countries in core
communities:

i.e. Germany - Turkish ancestral origin
predominate.

France - Maghreb ancestral origin predominate.

U.K. - Indian sub-continent ancestral origin
predominate.

Dynamics are changing due to refugee situation

Also considerable diversity within communities,
often based on class, culture, regional origins,
political factors, language differences, religious
interpretations, urban or rural origins, political
factors. For example: 4.13 m.> Muslims in the
U.K. (2016)

Division examples:

Indian, Pakistan, Bangladeshi (rural, urban/
linguistic/ religious/political, etc.); Yemeni
(between old borders); Sunni-Shi‘a-Sufi; place
of birth (3rd/4th generation+, no homeland
links); converts.




Muslims make up 4.9% of
Europe’s population in 2016 _

Estimated % of Muslims
among total population
ineach country

Mediterranc

of Muslim
REGION 25,770,000
France 5,720,000
Germany 4,950,000
United Kingdom 4,130,000
2,870,000
1210000
1,180,000
Note: Europe is defined here as the 28 nations of the EU plus Norway and
Switzerland. “Estimated size of Muslim population in 2016" column lsts only
ountries with atleast 1 millon Muslims. Estimates do not include those asylum
seekers who are not expected to gain legal status to remain in Europe, including
roughly 320,000 Musiims in Germany and 140,000 Musiims in France.
Source: Pew 8y .
“Europe’s Growing Muslim Population”
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Amount of growth in Europe’s Muslim
population depends on future
migration

Muslim share of Europe’s population under
different migration scenarios

» PROJECTED ,014.0%
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Note: In zero migration scenario, no migration of any kind
takes place to or from Europe. In medium migration scenario,
regular migration continues and refugee flows cease. In high
migration scenario, 2014 to mid-2016 refugee inflow
patterns continue in addition to regular migration.

Europe defined here as the 28 countries of the European
Union plus Norway and Switzerland.

Estimates do not include those asylum seekers who are not
lexpected to gain legal status to remain in Europe.

Source: Pew Research Center estimates and projections.
See Methodology for details.

“Europe’s Growing Muslim Population”
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In three migration scenarios, population decline for Europe’s non-Muslims,
population growth for Muslims

Projected per ge change in Europe’s Muslim and non-Muslim population size, 2016-2050

SCENARIO
-6% i High migration

=7% ' Medium migration

I 2016 pop
-m‘ Zero migration - 25.8 million

Count estimates and projections
2050
IN MILLIONS 2010 2016 high migrati

Muslims 19.5M 25.8M 75.6M

Non-Muslims ~ 495.3M 495.1M 463.0M

Total  514.8M 520.8M 538.6M

Note: In high migration scenario, 2014 to mid-2016 refugee inflow patterns continue in addition to regular migration.
In medium migration scenario, regular migration continues and refugee flows cease. In zero migration scenario, no
migration of any kind takes place to or from Europe. Europe defined here as the 28 member nations of the European
Union in 2016 plus Norway and Switzerland. Estimates do not include those asylum seekers who are not expected to
gain legal status to remain in Europe.

Source: Pew Center and i See gy for details.

“Europe’s Growing Muslim Population™
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Muslims in the EU, Norway
and Switzerland in 2050:
zero migration scenario
Projected % of Muslims

among total popylgtion

in each country'y
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Muslims in the EU, Norway 4 y UK received largest number of total

and Switzerland in 2050: i
F mmi to Europe, 2010-2016
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continue in addition to regular migration. “Size of Muslim population in 2050 ..
[column fists only countries with at least 1 million Muslims.

“Europe’s Growing Muslim Population”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




By Middle East, do we mean Arab?
Do we mean Muslim? What about
other religious groups: Eastern
Christian Arabs/non-Arabs. Jews.
Zoroastrian. A blurring of ethnic and
religious identities.

What is meant by Muslim? Islam?
Islamic/Qur’anic?

5 pillars?

Schools of Law?

TERMS:

Secular, religious, fundamentalist,

traditional, modernist, mystical,
legalistic, militarist, political, etc.

Some Muslims are not viewed as such by
others [sects: i.e. Ahmadi; Sunni-Shi‘a; inter/
intra-Sunni/Shi‘a etc.]

Discussion should incorporate views of
Muslims outside of the Middle East: Pakistan,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Central Asian Republics;
Azerbaijan; Afghanistan; China; India.




