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Part One:
In Iceland and other Nordic countries, individuals believe it is important that children can learn through play in an outdoor environment. The outdoors is portrayed as a beneficial factor of a child’s life (Waller et al., 2010). A study was performed on the Icelandic policy documents, which portrayed that outdoor learning has a significant impact on children. The outdoors is promoted as a learning environment in the curriculum guidelines as a gateway to developing a healthy lifestyle in terms of exercise, but also to develop positive attitudes towards nature. (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013)
It is a tradition in Icelandic preschools, where children aged one to six spend time outside each day to encourage outdoor learning. (Einarsdottir, 2001). Yet, this changes when the children go to compulsory school, at aged six through to sixteen, as the chance to play outdoors is restricted to the break times between classes. 
There is little information available to see how teachers would use the outdoors as part of a student's education, though it could vary between different schools, as well as individual teaching methods. However, there is evidence that compulsory schools in Iceland are advocating the use of outdoor learning in the school curriculum more than they previously had. In fact, 70% of schools in Reykjavik report that they execute outdoor education often. (Oladottir, 2008).

Part Two (A):
[bookmark: _Int_FutuANOi]The aim of this assignment is to discuss the benefits of Forest Schooling. The Forest School Network, which is based in England, has formed a definition of what Forest School consists of. It expresses that it is an ‘inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment’, Murray and O’Brien (2006). There are concerns that children today are not getting the same opportunities in the outdoor environment as much as their parents may have had, possibly due to safety risks. Furthermore, indoor activities are becoming more popular, as there is a growing variety available, state O’Brien and Weldon (2007). 
Yet evidence suggests that if children do not spend time with nature and open areas whilst they are young, it is more likely that they will not use these outdoor spaces when they are grown. According to Ward Thompson et al., (2004), they will develop into adults who may miss out on the benefits of access to nature, especially physically and emotionally. This is due to there being a notable difference in indoor and outdoor learning environments. The Welsh Assembly Government (2009) seem to agree with this, and state that outdoor learning is more than just taking indoor activities outside. They continue to voice that recognising the difference between the two is the key to high quality practise when teaching. Outdoor learning and Forest Schooling is about mindset, and outdoor learning and the foundation phase are inseparable units.

Part Two (B):
https://jazmin-leonard-5-questions.blogspot.com/2022/10/learning-in-digital-era-part-2-b.html

Part Three:
This assignment will consist of analysing ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ E, Smith (2005). The article outlines the underachievement in academic performance and compares Welsh and English education in terms of curricular and regional differences. The aim of Smith's text is to present evidence that students in Wales are not underachieving as they may have in the past. 
Smith demonstrates that the underachievement of students in education is a nationwide problem and is a ‘central issue in education today’. The author goes on to express how it is the national education system itself that is an issue in past and present schooling. The article continues, and states that the situation is more complex than it may appear, and that it is about the definition of underachieving and how it is measured. The text then shifts to compare education in England to Wales.
Smith mentions that children in schooling environments are less likely to proceed to higher education after the age of sixteen, compared to other European countries. Whilst the source Smith used may be dated, this information is still considered to be correct. Students are less likely to stay in an educational institute today. However, the reasoning for this has changed over the years. The most notable reason for this is in a modern-day situation is due to the Coronavirus outbreak, which affected the entire world. When the pandemic hit the United Kingdom in March 2020, most schools and workplaces were closed, and the public were told to stay home by the Government. A nationwide lockdown was declared, and there was an immediate switch to online working. (La Velle, L., 2020) Although the lockdown had many benefits for the nation, one mentionable negative was the impact on mental health, more specifically in young adults. The effects of the lockdown and lack of social interaction meant that mental health issues were rising amongst young people, and more individuals were experiencing symptoms of isolation, anxiety and depression. (The Academy of Medical Sciences, 2020). There were concerns about academic performance, as students began to worry about their future employability. This is an ongoing issue in education today, as according to Student Loans Company (2022), figures show that a total of 18,451 undergraduate students withdrew from their studies in the academic year of 2021/2022. This is an increase of 28% from the previous year. 
Smith’s argument is debateable however, as there are a numerous number of opportunities rather than education in the present day. Young people can volunteer in an area of work they are interested in, which is beneficial for future work experience. It is not uncommon for young adults to go into work after finishing compulsory schooling, rather than proceed to higher education. There are also apprenticeship opportunities, where a person can gain a qualification and be paid for their work at the same time. Although it seems that the number in young people opting out of higher education is increasing, there are many alternative options for young people today. This does not mean that they are underachieving, as Smith pointed out, but more choosing a different path in life.
In her article, Smith additionally discusses that the education system could be failing due to gender roles, and that there is research from 1998 showing there is evidence of a gender gap. Smith states that the findings appear to suggest that girls are increasingly outperforming boys. Furthermore, Smith expresses that girls may be seen as more privileged learners as they mature earlier than their male peers. Yet according to her article, there actually is no sufficient evidence to prove her argument. She writes, ‘Although it is true that boys do not do as well as girls in English and Welsh, there is evidence to suggest that they probably never have done.’ (Smith, 2005). This suggests that boys have always been behind academically, and the author continues by stating if boys are underachieving, it would not be new evidence and it is likely to have been known about for decades. This can be quite contradictory for a reader, as it is not clear on whether Smith believes academic strength is gender specific or not. Moreover, she is citing research from 1998, which would be extremely outdated in today’s research, and therefore cannot be counted as a reliable source for her argument. Even if you revert to 2005, when Smith’s article was published, an eight-year-old piece of research is still dated. It is questionable whether Smith could have found a more modern piece of research for her text.
Another aim to this text is to show that the opinion that Welsh students are underachieving is not correct, and that there is very little to no evidence to support that claim. However, the Welsh education system is changing at fast rate. Smith states that there have been great improvements. Smith expresses that the national grades target was in fact achieved in 2002. Yet, it is also shown that it is more likely that children who come from poorer backgrounds, or even poverty inflicted households, will receive lower grades.
This journal comes across as quite complex to a reader. The language used is formal yet there is no persuasive language until the climax of the text. Smith’s technique is evidenced based, and she has gathered several references, as well as charts and graphs to show rates in academic success in England and Wales. This does add to her article, as it can help to break up the text to give a more appealing expression to the audience. However, it can also be seen as busy and overwhelming to the reader. Smith has been able to write in an objective manner, specifically in the conclusion to the article, as Smith is able to identify both sides of the argument.
In conclusion, Smith was able to provide a compelling argument against why the assumption of underachievement of Welsh students is incorrect. Her language is appropriate for the reader, and her arguments are backed up and non-bias. Yet Smith’s text fails to cite modern references and sources. It would be beneficial for the author and the audience if she were to use academic sources which were no more than five years old. This would not only show that Smith is able to undergo research in modern day, but also help her argument to be stronger, her research be more reliable and up to date, and the reader to be more compelled to agree with her. It is also notable that without the sources, there is not much argument left, as Smith has not written any detail about them. It would be interesting for the reader if Smith could describe the point she is trying to make in more depth, instead of letting her sources make the argument. Due to this, Smith’s text does not seem to be an appropriate academic article. It is outdated and only discusses negative factors of education in England and Wales. The text would be of higher quality if Smith discussed both the positives and negatives, and then concluded her argument objectively at the climax of the article.
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