West meets East: At the Borders
of the Oikoumené and Beyond

Lecture 6 — The Indo-Greeks Kings
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Greek Conquests south of the Hindu Kush

 Demetrius “the Invincible”
takes power ¢.200 BC.

* Decline of Mauryas in this
period.

“...The Greeks took possession ,
Of |t and d|V|ded |t |nt0 Demetrios I. Circa 200-185 BC. AR Tetradrachm - Diademed and draped

bust right, wearing elephant's skin headdress - Herakles standing facing,
Satra p | es... — Stra bO Geog- crowning himself with his right hand and holding club with his left, lion's
11 11 2 skin draped over left arm - Bopearachchi Série 1B.

“...the most grand of all kings,
Euthydemus, with his son —
glorious victor — the remarkable
Demetrius.” —inscription from

TaJ | kl Sta n. Commemorative coin of Agathocles of Demetrius Aniketos.



“...he [Apollodorus] mentions the Greeks who caused Bactriana to revolt
from the Syrian kings who succeeded Seleucus Nicator, says that when
those kings had grown in power they also attacked India...” Strabo Geog.

15.1.3. i, -
“...they [the Greek dynasts] became W J‘\ »ﬁ
masters, not only of Ariana, but also of (( s et S/ ;
India, as Apollodorus of Artemita says: and e Tl A
more tribes were subdued by them than by
Alexander — by Menander in particular (at
least if he actually crossed the Hypanis
towards the east and advanced as farasthe =~ ©
Imaus), for some were subdued by him
personally and others by Demetrius, the
son of Euthydemus the king of the
Bactrians; and they took possession, not
only of Patalena, but also, on the rest of the
coast, of what is called the kingdom of
Saraostus and Sigerdis.” — Strabo Geog.
11.11.1.




“...but also, on the rest of the coast, of what is called the
kingdom of Saraostus and Sigerdis.” - Strabo Geog. 11.11.1.

e Saraostos — Surashthra (Kathiawar) — Sigerdis, possibly
Cutch?

* The city of Demetrias of Arachosia mentioned in Parthian
Stations of Isidor of Charax.

“...Demetrius king of the Indians...” — Justin 41.6.
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Qunduz / Kunduz Hoard

* Cache contining 627 coins: CHINA
— Euthydemus | (12 coins)
— Euthydemus Il (5 coins) OKunduz
— Demetrius I? (8 coins)
— Agathocles (3 coins) OKabul
— Antimachus (14 coins) AFGHANISTAN

— Eucratides (147 coins, and another 130 bearing the
name Eucratides but attributed to a homonymous
king)

— Demetrius II? (50 coins) ]

— Plato (12 coins)

— Heliocles, Bactrain king (221 coins).

Image from National Geographic



Agathocles and Pantaleon

 Agathocles and
Pantaleon (c.190-180
BC) the earliest kings to
mint bilingual currency.

c
»
€

~
L5

Agathokles - AR Tetradrachm - Diademed and draped bust of
Agathokles right. Reverse: Zeus standing, facing, scepter in left hand
and holding in right hand a figure of triple-faced Hekate, who holds
two torches - SNG ANS 230.
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Agathokles AR Drachm - Bilingual series - in Greek: “King Agathcoles” — with
image of the Indian god Balarama-Samkarshana standing facing, wearing
ornate headdress, earrings, and sheathed sword, brandishing gada in his
right hand, holding plow-symbol in left (obv.) - “Rajane Agathuklayasa” in
Karosthi, the Indian god Vasudeva-Krishna standing facing, wearing ornate
headdress, earrings, and sheathed sword, holding sankha in his right hand,
chakra (ornamented wheel) in left. - Bopearachchi Série 9A.

Pantaleon - Legend in Brahmi, female deity walking left, holding flower in right
hand — “king Pentaleon” - panther standing right. Bopearachchi Série 6A.



Eucratides the Great

“At any rate, Apollodorus, who wrote The Parthica... [says] that Eucratidas, at
any rate, held a thousand cities as his subjects...” Strabo Geog. 15.1.3.

“they [the Parthians] also took a part of Bactriana, having forced the
Scythians, and still earlier Eucratides and his followers, to yield to them...” -
Strabo Geog. 11.9.2.

“Almost at the same time that Mithridates [c.171-138/7 BC] ascended the
throne among the Parthians, Eucratides began to reign among the
Bactrians; both of them being great men. But the fortune of the Parthians,
being the more successful, raised them, under this prince, to the highest
degree of power; while the Bactrians, harassed with various wars, lost not
only their dominions, but their liberty; for having suffered from contentions
with the Sogdians, the Drangians [border area between Iran and SW
Afghanistan], and the Indians, they were at last overcome, as if exhausted,
by the weaker Parthians. Eucratides, however, carried on several wars with
great spirit, and though much reduced by his losses in them, yet, when he
was besieged by Demetrius king of the Indians, with a garrison of only
three hundred soldiers, he repulsed, by continual sallies, a force of sixty
thousand enemies. Having accordingly escaped, after a five months’ siege,
he reduced India under his power. But as he was returning from the country,
he was killed on his march by his son...” — Justin 41.6.



Monolingual Bilingual

Eucratides | - AR Tetradrachm - Diademed and draped Eucratides | - AR drachm - Helmeted and diademed bust of king bead and reel
bust right / The Dioskouroi on rearing horses right - border around, the helmet plumed and decorated with the ear and horn of a
bull — (rev.) Dioscuri standing facing, nude, holding spears and palms Kharoshthi

Bopearachchi Série 1B. ) . : i
legend: rajasa mahatakasa / evukratidasa (of Great King Eucratides)

Eucratides | - AR tetradrachm - Diademed, draped bust of Eucratides Indo-Greek: Eucratides | - AE quadruple - helmeted and diademed
| right, wearing crested Boeotian helmet adorned with bulls horn / bust of king facing right - Dioscuri mounted on horses prancing
Dioscuri charging right on horseback, each holding palm branch and right, holding spears and palms, Kharoshthi legend (as above).

couched spear, HDUY monogram under horses' forelegs.
Bopearachchi Series 6, DD.

“...the satrapy Turiva and that of Aspionus were taken away from
Eucratides by the Parthians...” — Strabo Geog. 11.11.2.



INDO-GREEK KINGS AND THEIR TERRITORIES
Based on Bopearachchi (1991)

Territories/
Dates

190-180 BCE
185-170 BCE
180-160 BCE
175-170 BCE
160-155 BCE
170-145 BCE
155-130 BCE
130-120 BCE
120-110 BCE
110-100 BCE
100 BCE
100-95 BCE

-70 BCE
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PAROPAMISADAE

Demetrius |
Agathocles

Antimachus |

Demetrius Il

Zoilos |
Lysias
Antialcidas

Polyxenios

Diomedes
Theophilos
Nicias
Hermaeus

Yuezhi tribes

ARACHOSIA GANDHARA WESTERN PUNJAB EASTERN PUNJAB

Pantaleon

Apollodotus |

Antimachus I
Eucratides
Menander |
Agathokleia
Strato |
Heliokles Il
Demetrius Il
Philoxenus
Amyntas Epander
Peukolaos Thraso
Menander Il Artemidoros
Archebios
Maues (Indo-Scythian)
Telephos Apollodotus Il
Hippostratos Dionysios
Azes | (Indo-Scythian) Zoilos Il
Apollophanes

Strato Il

Rajuvula (Indo-Scythian)




Cultural and Religious
Interaction



Linguistic Accommodation

* Bilingual coinage — native
languages such as Brahmi
and Kharoshthi. Example
of Apollodotus | (c.180-
160 BC).

* The kings Agathocles and
Pantaleon (c. 190-180 BC)
even issues some coins in
purely native script.

Image from Boardman et al (1992).



Religious Accommodation
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Image from Bopearachchi (1995). Eucratides |, AE double — (obv.) Helmeted and diademed bust

of king facing right.
 Agathocles silver bilingual coin  * On Reverse of coin - City
with Indian deities. Goddess of Kapisa enthroned,

holding palm, forepart of
elephant at left, mountain at
right, Kharoshthi legend:
kavisiye nagara devata (deity
of Kapisa City).

 The Hindu deities recognised
as Balarama-Samkarsana and
his brother Vasudeva-Krishna.



Religious Conversion

 Heliodorus ambassador of
Antialcidas (c. late 100’s BC) in the
Sunga Empire.

* Erected a pillar in Vidisha
(modern Besangar).

“This Garada-Standard of Vishnu,
the god of the gods was erected
here by the devotee
Heliodorus...sent by the Great Greek
King Antialcidas the son of Dion, a
man of Taxila... as ambassador to
King Kasiputra Bhagabhadra, the
Savior son of the princess from
Benares, in the fourteenth year of

[} [} ”
h | S re | g n « sss —See Archaeological Survey of India, Annual Report

(1908-19009).



Antialcidas enemy of the descendant of Menander

e Antialcidas, may have wished to contrast himself to
Buddhist supporting descendants of Menander, by
seeking the support of the Hindu population of his
territory (Gandhara).

e Zeus with an elephant (a traditional Indian symbol).
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Image from Boardman et al (1992), 74



Menander the Saviour

e The most successful SN

of the Indo-Greek S S
kings (c. 155-130 BC). St N - i
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from Gandhara, the
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Indus, and the Kabul '- - e
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Possible involvement = Nsnnnssd

In campaign against

Pata“putra? — Yuga “...more tribes were subdugd by them than by |

Purdna, Alexander — by Menander in particular (at least if he

. - actually crossed the Hypanis towards the east and
MahabhasyQI advanced as far as the Imais), for some were

Md/GVikdgnlmitra. subdued by him personally...” — Strabo Geog. 11.11.1.



Menander/Milinda

Converted to Buddhism according to a Pali text called the
Milindapanha (The Questions of Milinda).

Describes the discourse between the king and a Buddhist
sage Nagasena.

At the end of the discourse Menander is said to have
adopted Buddhism and gave up his throne in order to
achieve Nirvana.

Alternative tradition — Plutarch (Precepts of Statecraft 28, 6)
claims he died on the battlefield.



* Menander’s ashes were dispersed among competing
cities in India and they erected monuments in his
honour - Plutarch Moralia 831 D.

Menander | - AR Drachm - Diademed bust left, seen from
back, holding spear / Athena Alkidemos right, holding

BUdthSt SymbOI Of the Wheel Of LaW' shield and thunderbolt; monogram. Bopearachchi Série 3D.
e Inscribed on Silver vessel: [Ty eI

Theudama-putrasa budhalasa
— “[Property] of Buddhala, son of
Theodomos.” - O .

¢ Rel IC vase I NSC rl pt|0 N Of d I;/Ienande —E- Helmeted and drae _. of Ahena
M e r.i d 3 rkh Th eOd OtOS ' gigt;g::ick:cfﬂcl;/z:ceir;gl.right; monogram to right. Cf.




The City of Taxila-Sirkap



Taxila / Sirkap

* Taxila — Takkhasila — Taksha$ila. A new  MASSACETAE

(AP
city — Sirkap - is founded on banks of v"’oos J il
the river opposite Bhir Mound. o COSDIMNR - eanannl A
“  MeramSEGME” o SAKAE
“..Taxila, a large and prosperous town- . i
indeed, the largest between the Indus and BACTRIA Jiifis
the Hydaspes. Here he [Alexander] was ,,Ba"“amexandna
courteously received by Taxiles, the C A ) i
governor...” — Arrian Anabasis 5.8. 7 g;yg;:;;gfugﬂ ,-;EAND::;'ETZ o
“Between the Indus and the Hydaspes lies " aRACHOSIA 1 o 52;1
Taxila, a city which is large and has most O — s A
excellent laws; and the country that lies 3 ““‘“ﬂeguaf“s
round it is spacious and very fertile, %
immediately bordering also on the plains. | on'the Indus 5y ¢
Both the inhabitants and their king,
Taxiles, received Alexander in a kindly way; INDIA

and they obtained from Alexander more
gifts than they themselves presented...

Some say that this country is larger than
Aegypt.” — Strabo Geog. 15.1.28. i

MOUND



The Customs of the Taxilans?

“Aristobulus mentions some novel and unusual customs at
Taxila: those who by reason of poverty are unable to marry off
their daughters, lead them forth to the market-place in the
flower of their age to the sound of both trumpets and drums
(precisely the instruments used to signal the call to battle),
thus assembling a crowd; and to any man who comes forward
they first expose her rear parts up to the shoulders and then
her front parts, and if she pleases him, and at the same time
allows herself to be persuaded, on approved terms, he marries
her; and the dead are thrown out to be devoured by vultures;
and to have several wives is a custom common also to others.
And he further says that he heard that among certain tribes
wives were glad to be burned up along with their deceased
husbands, and that those who would not submit to it were
held in disgrace; and this custom is also mentioned by other
writers.” — Strabo Geography 15.1.62.



Taxila under the Maurya

“Non-injury A iR
!ﬁvj/;iﬁ b s T

to creatures. Towards (relatives) T
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attention. Towards (priests) C EeS o eans
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(and) pious men attention (Towards his i
mother) e S
and towards his father (and) the = ' |
el(ders)

good obedience. This (and also)
that bahuvrida (conduct)

8. of the good command (it, is), which he
has promo(ted),

9. our lord Priyadar(si, the king).

10. This conduct of the g(ood command)

11. And his sons, too

12. of our lord. Priyadarsi, the king.”
-trans from Dani (1986) Two symbols - Ghadya and a P-shaped symbols / Same as obverse.

16mm, 2.07 grams. Taxila mint. Mitchiner 585; MACW 4422.
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Hellenistic Influence — Greek Temple?
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