Forensic Recovery and Examination – Matthew Davis 1901809 
Part A
Processes and procedures undertaken by a First Attending Officer (FAO) are an extremely important area of any criminal investigation. When attending any crime scene, an FAO should always follow the ‘National Decisional Model’ as it is ‘’suitable for all decisions and should be used by everyone in policing’’ (College of Policing, 2013). This method involves a variety of responsibilities and steps that are needed to be executed by the FAO to ensure that any risk of evidence being damaged is prevented from transpiring. This is down to cross-contamination and preserving evidence so that this gives forensics the best possible chance at identifying what exactly occurred during the crime scene and how to achieve the best possible outcome. For this to be possible, several actions and measures are needed to be performed with extreme care. Despite this, regarding the situation and what predicament the FAO my find themselves in, the order in which these procedures are followed in may vary. 
Upon arrival at any crime scene, the first task needing to be addressed by the FAO should be to ‘’protect all people present from any injury or further harm’’ (College of Policing, 2015). They then state that this should be followed by the officer wearing a body-worn video camera as this can ‘’provide excellent evidence in any criminal proceedings’’. Regarding how this could involve cross-contamination, if the scene was to be contaminated visually in any circumstance, this could be picked up by the camera the FAO is wearing which could restore an understanding of the scene of the crime before it has been contaminated. College of Policing also notes how regarding protecting the crime scene, FAOs should ‘’consider any potential areas of contamination that could compromise the integrity of evidential material’’. They also state how FAOs should where possible, ‘’avoid attending both the scene and any forensic medical examination’’ as well as forensic cleaning where an individual may require so when a forensic physician is not available. They then say to ‘’reassess victim, child, and officer safety, including immediate risk’’. In terms of why this is done and how it relates to preventing cross contamination from occurring, immediately discovering the condition of those at the crime scene to see whether they can be moved away to prevent them from contaminating the scene in any way is vital where they can then be questioned on the events that had occurred. However, if this is not the case and a witness or victim is severely injured and first aid is needed to be given, the officer should ‘’take note of anything that is altered during life-saving efforts, such as the movement of objects’’. (The Forensic Library, n.d). If this is the case and the crime scene has been altered and contaminated in this manner, it will then need to be logged and the FOA will then need to inform support personnel when they arrive at the scene. 
In a separate source and report, it is stated how a FAO is ‘’trained, competent and equipped to undertake the role of preserving the scene prior to the attendance of a professional forensic practitioner’’ (Forensic Science Regulator, 2020). The report also states how upon arrival, scene cordons shall be placed down as well as a scene log being recorded by the FAO if they deem that there is a risk of evidence being contaminated in any way. They also touch on how ‘’access to the scene should be controlled as a single point of entry’’ indicating that cordons should be placed down as soon as possible so that the crime scene is blocked off from the public potentially or informing those around that the entering the area is strictly prohibited to prevent any cause of damage to evidence. Setting up cordons that block off the entry of individuals without authorisation is an exceptionally significant part of preventing cross-contamination. If for example, the crime scene transpired within a public place, it is essential to border off this area to the public to prevent the potential spread of DNA belonging to individuals who bare no relevance to the crime and could then therefore, cause the damage or inconsistency of evidence. 

In another online report, however, this gives us an extensive understanding of what actions a FAO should follow (Scenes of Criminal Examination Best Practice Manual, n.d) to prevent the occurrence of cross-contamination from taking place. They immediately declare how the actions of a first officer attending the crime scene are ‘crucial’. They state in four different steps the actions an FAO should take in order to preserve evidence in its best possible condition. The tasks, titled by the report are to ‘’assess the scene’’, meaning the preservation of life, taking names of those involved as well as immediately considering and recording contamination risks; the second task is to ‘’protect the scene’’ by identifying the extent of the scene and where it all took place followed by immediately setting up the cordons that will then prevent the scene from being accessed by anyone unauthorised as well as recognising if there is a potential risk then of evidence being damaged due to weather conditions should the crime scene have potentially taken place outdoors; the third task is to ‘’communicate the situation at the scene’’ where the FAO confirms their control of the situation and puts forward a request for specialist support and a scene manager to assume authority over the matter; the fourth and final task here is ‘’commence log of the scene’’. This is done by recording all persons, police and other agencies that have attended the scene from outside the cordon as well as the date and time they visited as well as the reason for their presence. It is immensely important that the tasks mentioned in this report are followed to suit as much as achievable to ensure that evidence obtained from the scene is as accurate to its original form as possible. It is also necessary to mention here how it is critical that all these tasks are carried out for evidence to be preserved. However, it is important to take into consideration in this evaluation how these tasks and the order they should be performed in the report are not always necessarily attainable due to a variety of reasons such as the conditions of witnesses or victims and therefore consequently, cross-contamination may require as a result. Following these steps mentioned by the report could then indicate an FAO following a model such as the ‘National Decision Model’ whilst following these procedures. Any potential contact between an FAO with any individual and evidence should be treated with an immense amount of care as ‘’wherever he steps, whatever he touches, whatever he leaves, even unconsciously, will serve as a silent witness against him’’ (Kirk, 1947). This quote alone from Kirk highlights the significance of an FAO maintaining a crime scene by following procedures in place and carrying out the tasks as mentioned in the sources and reports. 

However, in summary of all these methods and procedures needed to be undertaken by an FAO at a crime scene, this could all also be labelled as the ‘Golden Hour principles. This is defined as the term used ‘’for the period immediately after an offence has been committed, when material is readily available in high volumes for the police’’ (College of Policing, 2013). They further go onto quote how positive action in this period which is achieved by following the previously mentioned tasks and following the principles in place ‘’minimises the amount of material that could be lost to the investigation’’. Evidently, part of these principles involves the prevention of contamination as the College of Policing touches on regarding ‘’victims, scenes, witnesses, suspects’’ and with the FAO ultimately, ensuring that these areas of evidence concerning the crime just taken place do not combine and therefore become ‘cross-contaminated’ as a result. 
In general, the findings from these sources and reports emphasise the mass amount of responsibility that FAOs are entrusted to perform. All findings indicate in summary the exact same perspective in this case in that from the moment an officer arrives at a crime scene, they assume accountability for the entire scene ranging from the condition of those victims, witnesses and suspects as well as thwarting any instance of cross-contamination from happening and therefore, providing the ‘purest’ crime scene in terms of evidence that is available to forensic specialists when are in the process of recovery. With philosophies such as the ‘Golden Hour’ principles in place, it is imperative that an FAO follows confirmative models such as the ‘National Decisional Model’ as well as utilising other techniques such as the ‘Common approach path’ where the route taken by a FAO to gain access to a crime scene is done by causing minimal disturbance to the environment itself and how the route taken should be noted down (Serious Crime Scenes, 2016). Following these procedures will then allow them to preserve the scene and evidence of a crime. Failure to do so could result in evidence being ‘destroyed’ in scenarios and consequences that lead to justice not being served.

Part B
The recovery of forensic evidence is a critical part of any criminal investigation and ensuring the correct and proper course of justice is serviced. However, when recovering evidence, there are also a variety of methods and measures needed to be undertaken to make certain that it is not damaged or contaminated in any way. These methods can range from wearing the proper equipment and clothing for example. 
There are various sources online stating how exactly forensic evidence is recovered and properly obtained. One of these is a report that states how measures are required to be undertaken such as ‘’the use of protective clothing and disposable equipment which should be changed when necessary, during an examination’’ (Scenes of Criminal Examination Best Manual, n.d). This is an essential part of procedure for any forensic examiner to follow as re-using equipment is highly likely to cause cross-contamination or damage in some form to evidence in a crime scene. These protective ‘clothing’ items are needed for handling any piece of equipment to prevent the spread of DNA. These are clothing items such as ‘’a scene suit, over shoes, and gloves to reduce the possibility that they themselves contaminate the scene (by shedding hairs into the scene for example)’’ (CastleViewForensics, n.d). As the quote implies, it is crucial that the correct and proper clothing is worn to prevent a forensic specialist from contaminating evidence as ‘’every contact leaves a trace’’ (Locard, 1920). If this type of procedure is not followed, a specialist risks the damage of evidence or possibly that individual piece of evidence being potentially held against them in an investigation. To follow on more from the report in ‘Scenes of Criminal Examination Best Manual’ (n.d), the manual also discusses how after material has been recovered and packaged, ‘’it must only be re-opened under controlled conditions and preferably not before laboratory examination’’. As for why this is important, exposing evidence that has been packaged develops the potential risk of damaging or contaminating the evidence. Where evidence is examined, this also involves the process of ‘recording the crime’ as the report considers with methods such as still photography and video digital recording for example. Regarding the actual handling and contact with evidence, the report states how ‘’recovered materials should be handled as little as possible and packaged at the earliest opportunity’’. They furthermore express how ‘’control/reference must be kept strictly from any surfaces, items, clothing or people’’. This here is also an essential procedure to follow as failing to acknowledge this can again, result in cross-contamination. In relation to the packaging of evidence, the report talks about how evidence upon transportation should be provided ‘’adequate protection’’. The purpose of this according to the report is to ‘’prevent damage and hence subsequent loss or contamination of samples’’ as previously stated. It is also mentioned how it is necessary in checking ‘’items at all stages of transfer throughout the chain of custody to ensure that their integrity has not been compromised’’. 

Moving on from the recovery of forensic evidence of a crime scene, it is also pivotal that evidence obtained from the scene is then labelled and documented correctly. ‘Scenes of Criminal Examination Best Manual’ (n.d) review this procedure by saying how ‘’for legal purposes, in order maintain the chain of custody, it is essential to be able to prove who has handled which item and what he/she did with it’’. They also declare how ‘’items and evidential material recovered from an incident should be logged and labelled at the time of seizure, where appropriate’’. In relation to the matter of the handling and recovery of evidence, details such as the name of the person and their organisation who collected and packaged the material are required in the documentation of the evidence recovered. Other various details needed are the date and time the evidence was seized as well as the location it was taken from. 
After the events of the recovery and documentation have taken place, an examination of the evidence is then performed so that it gives the police the best possible understanding to what exactly occurred and can either confirm or derail potential theories of the events that had transpired. ‘Scenes of Criminal Examination Best Manual’ (n.d) also give a thorough evaluation of the procedures needing to be undertaken. Before the commencement of the examination, considerations of the evidence are needed beforehand, with examples such as which pieces of evidence ‘’have the potential to provide the most information’’. Of course, a main priority of the police for when a crime has been committed is to solve the case as soon as possible. By examining the key pieces of evidence such as DNA recovered, or any sort of impression obtained will help the police have a much clearer understanding and ultimately be able to distinguish between victims and suspects or potential unknown witnesses. Other areas of consideration cited in the report are areas such as ‘’the perishable nature of any material that may be present’’. This means essentially the timeframe that is available before evidence recovered ‘perishes’ or becomes less ‘pure’. An example of this type of evidence could be a potential wound or scar suffered by a victim or suspect of the crime. Of course, wounds and scars depending on their severity, heal and cannot be ‘packaged’ in comparison. Therefore, the urgency to perform an examination of these pieces of material so that they can be recorded is extremely important. Further consideration and examples here would be ‘’the amount of material, within the items, available for examination’’. Examples of where this would be relevant in a forensic examination would involve the process of examining types of DNA recovered from the scene such as blood, saliva, hair, fingerprints and many other types that can be recovered from different scenarios. Naturally, this evidence is not in unlimited supply, therefore, the need for caution and care during examination is critical. For the final part of this process of the examination, the report reveals how in order to ‘’minimise the possibilities of contaminations, it is preferable to examine all items relating to one individual or scene before commencing with items relating to other people or scenes’’. This is a tremendously important procedure and method to follow as if a forensic examiner was to go against this, the occurrence of cross-contamination is a real risk and could consequently cause the evidence to be damaged or destroyed. 

Finally, the manual also explains the process of ‘reporting the findings’ where the reader is informed of all the ‘’relevant information in a clear, concise, structured and unambiguous manner’’. The manual divulges how information such as details of all relevant information ranging from the identity of the person which each individual piece of evidence has been obtained from, the examiner of the evidence, the date at which the scene of the crime was discovered and attended as well as all various pieces of material that were recovered from the crime scene. Lastly, the report must include, where a criminal justice system allows, ‘’conclusions and interpretations by the crime scene examiners and their justification for the conclusions’’. The logging of these findings being published is an important part of the investigation as the details of the evidence recorded may need to be revisited in future cases and as previously mentioned, not all evidence is ‘unperishable’, hence why the registering of this data and information is a fundamental part of the examination. 

In general, the findings acquired from the report reinforce why it is heavily necessary for all methods and procedures mentioned above are performed, why they are and why they should be executed with both caution and care as evidence can easily be damaged, lost or contaminated. From the moment where the evidence is recovered to the point where its examination has been completed, methods such as the proper clothing should be worn to avoid contamination especially evidence regarding DNA as that is the type of evidence that can be deemed ‘perishable’ Also, to fall back on the quote ‘’every contact leaves a trace’’ by Locard (1920), this alone highlights the importance of forensic specialists ensuring that they protect themselves entirely by wearing gloves, suits, masks etc. so that they themselves do not leave any traces behind. Even after evidence has been packaged and left the crime scene, it should also be transported with cautiousness so that it is preserved to its entirety. As previously mentioned, all these methods and measures undertaken are utilised with the sole purpose of assuring the proper course of justice is served and that upon examination, that the material being evaluated is in its purest form to what it was at the time the crime was committed and the evidence was created
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