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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is an outstanding dissertation, very well structured, which I have no doubt as seeing of distinction standard.
You have skilfully taken a profoundly significant piece of contemporary social engineering set in the heart of post-war South African policy as applied to an urban relocation and examined its status in the context of a two thousand year old conceptual tension between ideas of space and place. From the outset you have placed your research in the centre of a fundamental theoretical issue and then set out to collect data in the real world which allow you to answer the theoretical question. And you have succeeded most commendably.
As you can see from my few comments in the text I have very few formal criticisms, and both those, and the comments which follow here should be seen more as suggestions for a more formal publication of your thesis – if you ever choose to go down that path.
Your introduction is exemplary. It clearly outlines the basic question of your work and the theoretical and practical means by which you intend to answer it. Your reflexive considerations were well flagged up as they are an important part of your particular research methodology. At the end of your work, in the absence of a clear way of obtaining an answer from past residents themselves, it is you who has to arraign the academic evidence for District Six being considered place or space, and you have to make that judgement. So reflexive considerations are important.
The literature review is the hardcore of this dissertation and it is very thorough and successful in setting out the complexities of the issue, and the application in SA politics and history of relocation. I enjoyed reading it a lot. I have made a brief comment about Descartes’ role – which I think could be more fleshed out in another version. I like the way you utilise Le Corbusier and his radical modernism as an example of pervasive space and incorporate this into SA housing policy: it’s a very effective argument. Your sections on the re-emergence of place in postmodernism and the enduring phenomenon of genius loci blend these issues together in a most effective way. I consider the Literature Review almost a stand-alone feature and quite a succinct ‘tour de force’.
The place of criticism in such a review is important and whilst you show your critical faculty in considering Plato and Aristotle and the lead into Descartes’ dualism, and later the various considerations of Le Corbusier, it would also be interesting to consider a critique of Casey. His intellectual quest or pet subject has been to shepherd the concept of place through the centuries to our post-modern present, but does he manage this without some omissions and evasions? For example contemporary geography clearly has a strong voice for space as well as place and there are lively discussions the nature of these ideas in some compilations which may have evaded Casey’s eye. Some postdate his book and some I know you are aware of, but see, Tuan Y-F (1977), Creswell (2004), Tilley (1994) and ‘Key Thinkers on Space and Place’ eds. P Hubbard and R . Kitchin, 2011, Sage.
 The Findings and Discoveries chapter surveys very thoroughly a wide range of evidence about the history and attitudes regarding District Six. It’s presented in a readable and engaging style but remains academic and objective throughout. However, I did feel that this section might have benefited from a slightly more systematised approach in considering the basic question. So the rich material might have been summarised against a set of criteria or headings – each of which would have reflected a different way of answering the space vs. place, yes or no. By setting your findings out in this more systematic way prepares the reader for the way you might use this structure in your concluding chapter.
Your concluding chapter admirably rehearses all the previous material and allows you to reach a formal conclusion that District Six satisfies the criteria for being considered as  Place. Most people in common parlance, I guess, would refer to their dwelling area/home/location as place rather than space. Indeed I am sure the relocated people referred to their new homes in the townships also as place, but perhaps without the passion and enthusiasm that they used the word with regard to the ‘good-old-days’ in District Six. So you have to settle your research question by the application not of how the residents refer to the location (place or space) – as indeed you point out – but how you, as the researcher, satisfy the academic criteria for place that you have opened up and come to make your own judgement. You do that in your concluding paragraphs, but as I have commented above I think you could improve this endpoint of your argument, by a more systematic examination of each of your criteria, e.g. Heidegger-type ‘place; Place as birthplace; Place and social relations; Place as historical dialogue; Place as genius loci....etc. You would arrive at the same answer but possibly in a stronger way.
Finally, I look forward to reading this research again in a more public version!  
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation explores the notion of place verse space through the lens of a contemporary urban story.  There is an array of academic opinions concerning the nature of space and whether it is the same or different to place. This work takes this theoretical debate and explores these arguments within the field via the history and views of the people involved with what is known as District Six in Cape Town, South Africa. It uses a case study technique to look at feelings and thoughts of a displaced community as they slowly come to terms with the loss of their homes, community and neighbourhoods.  The findings of the research are then returned to the theoretical arguments to contribute insights or additional perspectives on this continuing academic debate.  In this way the dissertation, makes a comment on the social history of Cape Town as well as adds original insights to the philosophical debates on space verses place.  This is an excellent piece of work. 

Your literature review is substantial as you have taken the challenge of defining space and place throughout history as well as its implications into the arguments of town planning and civil attitudes of the 1930s to slum and slum clearance. It is particular useful for the reader that you have summarised, in your conclusion, these this extensive literature to a compact listings of the three different theories of space and place – space as an extension of place, space as geometrical and superior and place emerging as having links to dwelling. This is excellent as it lays a solid foundation for the analyses of your field work. 

A side comment on your use of Casey
You have made Casey’s arguments the central pillar of your work on space and place, this works well as you take a wide range of varying opinions from the Classical period right through to the contemporary and in a sense contrast them with Casey’s position.  What I would suggest, in order to help justify this method, when, and if, you take this work further is that you add some background material on the fundamental importance of Casey’s arguments to the debate. It is his work which is one of the first contemporary pieces outside of Heidegger’s phenomenology, to challenge the almost consumption of ‘place’ by ‘space’.   Certainly other scholars have followed Casey but he is one of the key champions of this early debate. 

Fieldwork
Your manner of writing up your fieldwork is exemplary, the voices and images from your fieldwork are presented in such a way that the reader finds themselves standing in the midst of District Six and listening to the voices. Along with this engaging style you have weaved the material from your literature view back into the African voices that speak of place, dwelling, street signs, hospitals and community. This is a fine example of ethnological field work blended with archival files and put into an academic context via your literature.  

Your findings
Your concluding chapter is brilliant and shows that you thinking deeply within the arguments on space and place in the light of your fieldwork. You summaries your work and then in energetic prose you pull all your arguments together to present an unshakeable conclusion that for the displaced residence of District Six, place has not be consumed by space, that place is linked to Heidegger’s dwelling and the spirit of place is very much alive. 

Your dissertation cuts an original path through the growing debates around place and space and in this way it shows the value of ethnographical work to help unpack or explore philosophical questions.  I look forward to seeing this work in a published format. 
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