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               Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection


Part 1

The Welsh story ‘Tedi twt a Doli glwt’ will be read to a year 1 foundation phase class. This Activity relates to my personal training target of developing my Welsh, along with the Welsh of the children in my class. I have tried to make this a target throughout the entirety of my PTE. As you can see from my Lesson plan (appendix 1), My learning objective is to ‘Follow a story that is read and respond appropriately.’ Welsh government (2015). In order to be successful, the children would have to listen along to the story and respond to questions appropriately. A follow up activity was also set to ensure learning had taken place. The theme for the week was all about Wales, the Welsh language story therefore linked in nicely to the theme and added to the learning of the Welsh language. 
The lesson links in with the Foundation phase framework along with the Literacy and numeracy framework (LNF) and ‘y Curriculum Cymreig’ (ycc) the links to which can be found in Appendix 1.

Part 2 – Story

https://youtu.be/q5SOIgV_VWI 


Part 3 – Reflection

Welsh language development is an area that I know I need to work on. Even though I thoroughly enjoy learning about the language along with the history of Wales, I noticed during my PTE, if I were to forget to include something in my lesson, a lot of the time it would be the Welsh language aspect. This was also picked up by my tutor on an observation (appendix 2). This has pushed me to realise that I need to work on and start including more Welsh in all my lessons. Donaldson (2015) ‘successful futures’ report suggests that there needs to be ‘greater focus on children and young people’s ability to speak Welsh confidently in everyday settings.’ This highlights the importance of Teachers, even student teachers to work on and develop their own Welsh language, this can then be passed on and we can Help children in becoming confident Welsh speakers. Leblanc and Gallivan (2009) reinforce this by saying that, ‘Teacher education programmes should impart the knowledge, skills and dispositions, that all educators need for affective education.’ This suggests that for effective teaching to take place, all educators need the knowledge, in this case Welsh language, in order to be great teachers within the classroom. To me this emphasises the need for me to ensure that each of my lessons are appropriately planned with Welsh language in mind. In the future, I will ensure that along with my lesson plans I have an incidental Welsh language sheet with prompts to ensure that I engage the children in the Welsh language throughout each lesson. 

I believe the reading of the story went fine, however, I feel that because of the time limit I was under pressure to make sure I got through the story. In a normal lesson I would have taken more time to go through the story slower, ask more questions and incorporate concrete activities to enhance the learning. This is a positive thing, the fact I am able to reflect and analyse the teaching and learning that took place helps me to prepare better lessons for the future. Johnstone and Nahmad-Williams (2009) emphasises that, ‘Reflective practice is an active process which involves enquiry and motivation to learn from our personal experience.’ They also explain that, ‘individuals can develop personal reflection in order to understand and develop their own performance.’ We can therefore see the importance that reflection can have, in order to become the best possible teachers’ we can, we need to constantly reflect on and analyse our own teaching. I believe that reflection is essential, from this lesson I have learned that there is a real need to ensure the timings are correct. This was a lesson I learned early on in my PTE, no lesson will always go entirely to plan or the timings you had in mind. Therefore, it is important that as a teacher we ensure that we plan as thoroughly as we can to ensure a smooth lesson and also plan so that if things were to go on too long, or were over too quickly or if something went wrong, then we are able to cope and ensure that the lesson is on a continuum. Griffiths & Burns (2014) asks the question, ‘Does everything need to be taught?’ They go on to say that they hear a lot of teachers saying there isn’t enough time to get through all the content they need to. However, their mantra is clear, is everything you have planned essential to the learning? This is a question I ask myself after planning each lesson, is everything I have planned going to benefit and enhance the learning experience of the child. If the answer is no then there are clearly parts of the lesson that are not essential.

Part of the learning experience that went well was my ability to keep the class under control. This I believe has stemmed from my ability to forge positive relationships within the class. This is very important, children need to see you as an authority figure but also as someone who is respectful, will listen to them and they feel confident in approaching and talking to you. This is linked to the ‘Professional values and practice’ section of the QTS standards. S1.2 of the standards explains ‘They demonstrate the professionalism to ensure that relationships with learners are built on mutual trust and respect and to recognise that this will help maximise their learning potential’ (Education Wales, 2009).This signifies the importance positive relationships have in helping children reach their potential. Bryk & Schneider (2002) reinforce this by saying, ‘Positive relationships are at the very core of creating effective learning environments where all student achieve success.’ As we can see, forging positive relationships with all the children in the class is going to create an effective learning environment and help each of the children develop and progress to their full potential. 

Another aspect that went well was the reading of the story. I had read through the book a few times before hand and also sought help in getting the pronunciation of some of the words correct. This relates to subject knowledge, in order to help children develop and progress you need the knowledge of what you are teaching. Children won’t benefit If I am reading them a welsh story with all the wrong pronunciations and if I am not able to tell them what the words mean. Gamble and Yates (2008) explains that, ‘Effective teaching and learning in language and literature depends upon strong subject knowledge.’ This highlights the importance of subject knowledge within the learning of languages, effective teaching relies on ‘strong subject knowledge’, if a teacher has all the knowledge they need for a particular lesson then it makes the teaching of that knowledge much easier. 
I believe the way I read the story was also a positive. However, with more time I could have improved it even more, engaging the children by giving them a role each or even during the story we develop personalities and characters for each of the mini-beasts we meet. Children respond to enthusiasm, the way I read the story I feel kept them interested and the way I engaged them by asking questions. Children respond well when the lesson is fun and engaging. Donaldson (2015) explains that, ‘Children and young people want lessons to be more relevant and engaging, with more practical lessons, more fun, more interactivity.’ This is why I believe it is important to read stories in an enthusiastic and fun manner. This is also why the follow up activity was a fun, practical and imaginative to ensure that children would engage, enjoy and develop without really realising it. 
As a teacher, there is always room for improvement. Each year we have a different class, each child has a different personality and we need to ensure that we are constantly recognising that we can improve. This is why being able to reflect on a video like this, or an arc reflection or even just looking back at the day, can have huge benefits in becoming the best possible educator we can be. 
This is why, going forward, I will constantly reflect, analyse and be critical of my own work and teachings to ensure that I will be the best possible teacher I can be for each child I encounter. 
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Appendix

Appendix 1 – lesson plan
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Appendix 2
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Part 2: Progress Review
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