Project Title
Dots, Place and Belonging: Cynefin Through Art
A six–nine week Expressive Arts project for Years 4–6

Project Overview
This project invites learners in Years 4–6 to explore belonging (cynefin) through drawing, pattern, sculpture and place-based thinking, inspired by the work of Yayoi Kusama. Rooted firmly in the Curriculum for Wales, the project foregrounds wellbeing, collaboration, observation, and personal meaning, while encouraging learners to see art as a way of responding to their world.
Across the project, learners move from looking and thinking, to drawing and mark-making, to three-dimensional sculptural responses designed specifically for their own school or local Welsh context. Learners explore how pattern, repetition and colour can communicate feelings of connection, identity and belonging, and how language, particularly Welsh words and phrases, can be woven meaningfully into visual work.
The project explicitly values process over product, creating space for learners to slow down, work collaboratively, and experience art as a mindful, inclusive and expressive practice.

Curriculum for Wales: Expressive Arts – Statements of What Matters
This project is underpinned by the following Expressive Arts Statements of What Matters:
1. Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination.
Learners develop observational skills, experiment with line, colour families and pattern, and translate two-dimensional ideas into three-dimensional sculptural forms.
2. Exploring the expressive qualities of art helps us understand and appreciate diverse perspectives, cultures and identities.
Through engagement with Yayoi Kusama’s work, learners consider how artists communicate feelings of wellbeing, repetition, identity and belonging, and reflect on their own experiences of place and community in Wales.
3. Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning in the expressive arts.
Learners are supported to articulate opinions, engage in critical discussion, respond to others’ work respectfully, and reflect on how meaning is constructed through visual language.
4. Expressing ourselves through the expressive arts is essential to wellbeing and plays an important role in helping us connect with others.
Collaborative drawing, shared decision-making and site-specific thinking foster connection, empathy and a strong sense of belonging within the learning community.

Pedagogical Approaches
The project is informed by the following pedagogical principles, aligned with the Curriculum for Wales:
Enquiry-led learning
Learners ask questions, form opinions and develop interpretations through close looking and discussion using Art UK’s Superpower of Looking resources.
Collaborative practice
Shared drawing processes emphasise collective authorship, trust and respect, challenging ideas of ownership and perfection.
Process-led making
Emphasis is placed on exploration, iteration and risk-taking rather than finished outcomes.
Place-based learning
Learners respond directly to their school grounds or local Welsh buildings, grounding creativity in lived experience and community context.
Wellbeing and mindfulness
Drawing continuous lines, repeating patterns and working with colour families support calm focus and being “in the moment,” echoing Kusama’s own reflections on art and wellbeing.
Bilingual and culturally responsive practice
Welsh language is embedded authentically through the use of words and phrases relating to belonging, identity and community.

Half-Term / Project Overview (6–9 Weeks)
Week 1 – Looking, Thinking, Belonging
Focus: Introduction to Yayoi Kusama
Explore Kusama’s work using Art UK: Superpower of Looking
Develop critical thinking and personal responses
Discuss repetition, dots, wellbeing, obsession, and belonging
Introduce the idea of cynefin and what belonging means in a Welsh context

Week 2 – Drawing from Observation
Focus: Line, looking and collaboration
Draw from observation using peppers as a stimulus
Use continuous line drawing with acrylic pens
Collaborative process: drawing for 3 minutes, then passing work on
Emphasise trust, layering, and working on top of one another’s marks

Week 3 – Colour Families and Pattern
Focus: Developing surface and visual language
Add colour using colour families rather than realism
Explore pattern inspired by earlier drawings and Kusama’s work
Reflect on how colour and repetition affect mood and meaning

Week 4 – The Brief: Art for Our Place
Focus: Site-specific thinking
Introduce a design brief: create a sculpture for the school courtyard or local Welsh building
Explore scale, audience, environment and purpose
Sketch ideas and annotate intentions

Week 5 – Exploring 3D Form
Focus: Making with cardboard
Experiment with cardboard construction techniques
Slotting, balancing, joining and testing stability
Emphasise play, problem-solving and resilience

Week 6 – From Drawing to Sculpture
Focus: Transferring pattern and meaning
Apply drawn patterns to 3D forms using acrylic pens
Introduce Welsh words and phrases connected to belonging (e.g. cynefin, cymuned, perthyn, ein lle)
Discuss how language can be woven subtly into visual work

Weeks 7–8 – Making and Refining
Focus: Completion and decoration
Finalise sculptural forms
Refine pattern, colour and surface detail
Encourage peer feedback and reflection

Weeks 8–9 – Digital Placement and Reflection
Focus: Seeing work in context
Use digital tools to place sculptures in situ (photography, simple editing or collage)
Reflect on how context changes meaning
Share intentions, processes and outcomes verbally and visually

Outcome
By the end of the project, learners will have:
Developed confidence in looking, talking about and making art
Experienced art as a tool for wellbeing and belonging
Created site-specific sculptural responses grounded in their own Welsh context
Understood how pattern, colour, language and place can communicate meaning
Worked collaboratively in ways that value inclusion, empathy and shared ownership

