31/1/2011
Topic 8: 
Zealots & Heretics, Pilgrims & Crusaders	

A guide to Lecture 2: ‘Popular Religion, Heresy and the Albigensian Crusade’

Definitions and cautions:
· ‘Popular’ not coterminous with ‘lay’, not bizarre, extraordinary, fringe
· Non-standard, non-orthodox = lay & clergy
· Problem of sources: for, by, in context of, educated clerical elite; some artefacts & church architecture seen by populace.
· ‘Heresy’? : ‘...is an opinion chosen by human perception, contrary to Holy Scripture, publically avowed and obstinately defended’ (Robert Grosseteste, 13th cent)
· Scriptural opposition, public proclamation/defence of views.	
· Real problem --- persecution?
· Persecution/violence necessarily medieval? ‘Medieval’ does not = barbarism

Historiography:
· Before 1960s: heresy + popular religion emerging from popular culture.
· 1960s – 1980s: interdisciplinary approaches (anthropology, history from below).
· R.I. Moore, The Formation of a Persecuting Society (1987): heresy as invention of clerical elite; church & state identify, deal with ‘other’ (heretics, lepers, Jews, homosexuals).
· Since 1990s: influence of cultural history, post-modernism, new cultural history: Catholics & heretics share common culture.

Christianitas:
· Clerical versus folkloric?
· Jacques le Goff; Schmitt, The Holy Greyhound (1983)
· Van Engen (1986): binary divide too simplistic.
· Everyone believed in God, no atheism; but understanding may be limited.
· Religious practice common to lay & clergy, based on parish.
· Modes of communication: oral-literate; ritual & images.

Early Middle Ages:
· Heretics in EMA: Arianism, Pelagianism, Manichaeism, Donatism (v. early).
· Council of Chalcedon (451): distinction between Chalcedonian & non-Chalcedonian Christians; some individuals but no mass heretical movements 6th cent -11th cent. Why?
· Poor enforcement? Differing definitions of orthodoxy? Better to keep people in the fold, not niggle? Heretics not threatening enough?

Clerical Contexts:
· Tighter control, supervision, parish growth, episcopal courts. 
· Seven sacraments:
· Marriage = new sacrament in 12th cent; enshrined in canon law 1215 (4th LC)
·  Interference in private lives, esp. sexual conduct
· Penance for transgression: marriage, adultery, prostitution, sodomy, etc
· Homosexuality – sin in own right (formerly lumped with fornication)
· Interference in cultural life: e.g. symbolic meanings of hair (Bartlett, 1994)

Popular Practice:
· Penance, pilgrimage (Santiago de Compostela), shrines and saints cults.
· Actively interested, participating.

Fourth Lateran Council:
· Innocent III, pope 1198 – 1216.
· Attempts to legislate for nature & conduct of all laity in W. Christendom
· Organisation of 5th crusade; measures against heretics; 71 decrees
· Anathematises heresy: ‘We excommunicate and anathematize every heresy that raises against the holy, orthodox and Catholic faith which we have above explained; condemning all heretics under whatever names they may be known, for while they have different faces they are nevertheless bound to each other by their tails, since in all of them vanity is a common element.’
· First attempt to articulate orthodox & heretical, outlaw heresy.
· Beginnings of a machinery for persecution of non-orthodox : vision of clerical elite imposed upon laity.

Patterns of heresy:
· 11th-cent papal reform:	
· Defensive strategies: clerical corruption (marriage, simony, etc) defined as heresy (Gregory VII).
· Great Schism, 1054: Eastern Christians as heretics (failure to obey Rome).
· Popular anti-clericalism:
· Wandering preachers with ready audiences, return to Vita Apostolica.
· Defined as enemies of society, persecuted.

Early Instances:
· Reports of Ralph Glaber; millennial, apocalyptic:
· Leutard of Chalons: swarm of bees = inspiration to preach.
· Vilgardus of Ravenna: Virgil, Horace, Juvenal divinely inspired.
· Orleans, 1022: 
· Disaffected group of high-status people (incl. clergy), non-orthodox views.
· Burned: first occasion. Stamped out. Purging flames (cf witchcraft)?
· Political at heart: King Robert V Eudo of Blois; dispute over Orleans bishopric.
· Milan, 1028:
· Low-status group, wandering preachers & people of non-orthodox beliefs’
· Leader: Gerard – no sex, no meat, no private property.
· Similar to ascetic communities, but preach that all should follow.
· No clerical adherents.
· Deemed threat to social stability.

Twelfth Century:
· Individuals:
· Peter Abelard, twice condemned:
· 1221/2, Soissons: Theologia. Objection to theological method (application of dialectic & grammar); private life a problem. Books burned.
· 1141, Sens: Sic et Non. Arraigned on heretical charges; problems of teaching on religious life.
· Opposed by Bernard of Clairvaux & William of St Thierry.
· Gilbert of Poitiers, c. 1075-1154: logician & theologian.
· Also opposed by Bernard of Clairvaux. 
· Educated scholars, not threat to masses; personal condemnation.

Wandering Preachers:
· Robert of Arbrissel, itinerant preacher, 1045-1116 – abbey & order of Fontevrault.
· Bernard of Tiron, hermit, 1046-1117 – abbey & order of Tiron.
· Peter de Bruys, itinerant preacher, burner of crucifixes, 1117-1131 – incinerated by enraged mob.
· Henry of Le Mans (H. of Lausanne), itinerant preacher, ?- c. 1148 – d. in prison.
· Arnold of Brescia, Italian monk, opponent of Church property ownership, c. 1090-1155 – hanged, posthumously burned, thrown into Tiber.
· Need for coherent, controlled preaching. Church fails in this before friars.

Waldensians and Humiliati :
· Waldensians:
· Lead by Valdes of Lyons: adopts life of poverty, c. 1176.
· Gospel message; preaching as central aim, non-heretical beliefs
· Concentrated in SE of France, urban origins, wandering ministry of preaching.
· Humiliati:
· Similar, urban origins, Northern Italy (Milan 1134)
· Very different fates: papal views/preference.
· Dangerous. What are they saying? Condemnations of lay preaching: 1179, 1184
· Innocent III of different view: compromise
· Can preach about moral things, better lives, asceticism, vita apostolic; cannot preach about doctrinal, theological issues. 
· Humiliati ok; Waldensians not ok (some accepted papal authority; many went underground).

Cathars:
· International movement.
· Influenced by Bogomils (Eastern).
· How did they spread to west? Trade with Byzantium?
· 1143-4, Cologne, Eversin of Steinfeld to Bernard of Clairvaux: strange group with own bishop & organisation. 
· 3 ranks of adherents, re-baptising through laying on of hands
· Reject meat, milk, marriage
· Contacts in the east. 
· 1170s:  around Merse, Rhine and Mosel rivers
· Cathar features:
· Deny validity Catholic Church – strayed, corrupt, etc. 
· Most clearly associated with the Languedoc.
· ‘Dualists’: universe = outcome of struggle between Good and Evil; two powers: Satan and God.
· Refuse to eat products of sexual congress between animals, even milk.
· State impossibility of Christ’s body, however big, feeding faithful for so long.
· Anti-sacerdotal: reject sacraments & authority of Church, alternative eccl. hierarchy (different levels of attainment, perfecti at top).
· Ascetic
· Contacts in east
· Latin liturgy based on Latin vulgate, later use Occitan translation of NT.
· Secular support – major landholders, including count of Toulouse.
· Real problem, Church determined to investigate:
· 1167: assembly in SW France. Watershed in institutional history of Cathars. 
· 1178: serious problem in Languedoc; Count Raymond asks for help --- papal legate sent; Peter Maurand confesses (made public example, not executed).
· Beyond 1200:
· More repressive measures.
· Innocent III: 
· Sends legate, Peter of Castelnau, to debate with perfecti; murdered, 1208.
· Preaches crusade against heretics, 1209.

Albigensian Crusade
· Military campaign to eliminate Cathar heresy in Languedoc, 1209-1229; 1255.
· Mainly prosecuted by French, political flavour.
· Horrific, lasts over two generations, huge number of people killed. 
· Chateaux de Montségur falls 1243-4: 205 perfecti are burned alive at mountain foot.

Inquisition:
· Gregory IX, 1231-3: machinery for elimination of non-orthodox belief.
· Not originally against Cathars, but proves useful. 
· Pope appoints inquisitors: friars important.
· Facts, truth – get people to articulate what they believe.
· 1231:
· Papal bull: heretics punished by secular arm (church can’t impose death penalty).
· Emperor Frederick II: law, heretics to be burned.
· 1252: torture authorised as means of extracting truth (not punishment).
· Inquisitorial records:
· Registers: Bishop Jacques Fournier.
· ‘How to’ manuals: Bernado Gui, Dominican friar. See handout 
