Workshop: Nile scenes in Pompeian art
Pompeii: The life, death and rediscovery of a Roman town (HPAH5078/HPAH6078)
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Wall painting of Pygmies in a Nile Scene (VIII.5.24)

In this short workshop we will consider Egyptian / Nilotic scenes in Pompeiian art, primarily in the form of frescos and mosaics. These were often found in connection with the garden areas of houses in the town, often in the connected peristyle area. A series of scenes from three houses in Pompeii will be explore, those from the House of the Faun, House of the Physician and House of Ephebus. A series of images will be provided below. You should try to work out what is going on in the different scenes and consider the accompanying questions. 

If you are interested in exploring this topic further, see: 
Barrett, C. E. (2019). Domesticating Empire: Egyptian Landscapes in Pompeian Gardens (1st ed.). Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190641351.001.0001



Egyptian / Nilotic Scenes from Pompeiian households

Three segments of the Nilotic mosaic from the threshold of Exedra 37 in the House of the Faun / Casa del Fauno (VI.12)
[image: ]
A colour image of the bottom scene is below
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[image: A painting of a battle scene

Description automatically generated]
Alexander mosaic, House of the Faun (compared with the Nilotic scenes above)

Questions:
1. What animals seem to be associated with the Nile and Egypt from this image? Are some expected and others surprising? 
2. What kind of connotations might this imagery have invoked (when thinking about Egypt)?
3. Is there anything notable about the animal pairings? 
4. These mosaic scenes acted as a border for the more famous “Alexander mosaic” (see below) – does anything strike you about this juxtaposition? 

[bookmark: _Hlk159572398]A series of pygmy images from the House of the Physician / Casa del Medico – these are linked with the Nile, but we also have a pygmy judgment of Solomon scene

[image: ]
From a low wall connecting peristyle columns in VIII.5.24. Now in Naples Archaeological Museum. Inventory number 113195

[image: ] [image: ]
Close ups of the above scene. 
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A banqueting scene connected to the peristyle columns area in VIII.5.24
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From a low wall connecting peristyle columns in VIII.5.24. Now in Naples Archaeological Museum. Inventory number 113197.
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[Giton, who was the boyfriend of our main character Encolpius, has been cheating on him with their companion Ascyltos]
[bookmark: _Hlk159571560]“But I came to a wiser resolution, and rousing Giton with my blows, gazed angrily at Ascyltos. ‘Since you’ve wickedly broken an agreement forged in friendship, ‘I said, ‘gather your things together quickly, find some other place to corrupt.’ He made no resistance but, after we’d divided the spoils in all good faith, he said: ‘Now then, we’ll divide the boy.’ I thought this a parting jest, but he drew his sword murderously, and cried: ‘You’ll not enjoy this treasure, you brood over, alone. Slighted, I meant to carve out my share with this sword.’ 
So, for my part, I did the same, wrapping my cloak round my arm, and adopting a fighting stance. In the midst of this mad foolishness, the poor lad clasped our knees, and besought us, humbly, in tears, not to let this lowly tavern witness a Theban duel, or stain the sacredness of a beautiful friendship with each other’s blood. ‘If you must commit your crime,’ he cried, ‘behold my bare throat, turn your hands on me and wet your blades. I deserve to die, for breaking the oath of friendship.’ – Petronius Satyrica 80. 

Questions:
1. The above plan provides specific descriptors of what appears to be going on in these scenes, but can we suggest anything more broadly thematic?
2. Can we draw any parallels between the three different scenes, or do they seem incongruous? 
3. The image on the south side of the East wall (MANN 113197) has often been interpreted as a parody of the judgement of Solomon. But could it be another famous judge like the Pharoah Bocchoris? What elements of the scene seem to support of contradict the idea that this is the “judgment of Solomon”? [Look closely at not just what is going on in the scene, but also what people are wearing]

[bookmark: _Hlk159572372]Fresco on the benches from the garden triclinium of the House of Ephebus / Casa dell’Efebo (I.7.10–12) [this garden area had a fountain] 
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Painted panel on north end of east side of the garden triclinium
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Fresco (and close up) of north end of west side of the garden triclinium
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[image: ]  [image: A painting of a village
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Painted panel on inside of west side of the garden triclinium + close ups
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A painted panel from south end of east side of the garden triclinium
[image: ]
Eastern side of the garden triclinium
[image: ]
Painted panel on inside of east summer triclinium at north end

[image: ]
Plan of the House of Ephebus, the Nilotic scenes are in the circle 
[image: ]
A close up of the fountain and garden triclinium
[image: ]
Garden triclinium photo

‘At the upper end is a couch of white marble covered with a vine, the latter being supported by four small pillars of Carystian marble. Jets of water flow from the couch through small pipes and look as if they were forced out by the weight of persons reclining thereon, and the water is caught in a stone cistern and then retained in a graceful marble basin, regulated by pipes out of sight, so that the basin, while always full, never overflows. The heavier dishes and plates are placed at the side of the basin when I dine there, but the lighter ones, formed into the shapes of little boats and birds, float on the surface and travel round and round. Facing this is a fountain which receives back the water it expels, for the water is thrown up to a considerable height and then falls down again, and the pipes that perform the two processes are connected.’ – Pliny the Younger Letters 5.6.

Questions: 
1. What “Egyptian” religious motifs can you see?
2. What other types of “Nilotic” imagery can you pick up on (you may have observed similarly scenes from the other houses already looked at)? 
3. What connections can we make between the imagery and its setting (and other features like the main fountain and small fountain)? What kind of associations do you think were being conveyed? 
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